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Par Financiers Considermg Getting 
Sid Kent Back with That Company 


oe a 





Financial powers within Para- 
mount are considering making a 
bid for the services of Sid Kent. 
Not having yet renewed his deal 
with Chase-Fox, Kent, now presi- 
dent of Fox, is free to consider the 
Paramount proposition. Paramount 
proposal, it is believed, will be a 
big minimum salary and percen- 
tage over a term of years. 

It is fairly certain that Kent has 
no inclination to rejoin Paramount 
under the present management set- 
up When accepting the original 
offer from Chase Bark to head the 
Fox company, Kent insisted upon a 
free hand. 

Fox Film under Kent has emerged 
in one year from a $15,000,000 loser 
to a profitable firm. Fox's affairs 
at Chase are controlled mostly 
through Herman Place and E. R. 
Tinker, Chase officials. Tinker was 
Kent's predecessor as head of Fox. 

Concerning the Par trustees, it 
is known that only Eugene W. 
Leake of the trio may remain after 
reorganization takes place. He is 
a lawyer by profession. Charles E. 
Richardson has no inclination to 
fulfill other than what his present 
job calls for, as he is known to have 
long desired to take up certain pri- 
vate business, eve before goimg to 
Paramount. Neither does Charles 
D. Hilles aim to remain after re- 
organization. 

The bankers’ idea seems to be 
Adolph Zukor, Sid Kent, George 
Sehacfe2r and S. A. Lynch as the de- 
sired foundation. 


Roxy Pulls an Eva Le 
Gallienne; Pans Crix 
And Audience in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, May 21. 
Rothafel (Roxy) stirred up 
his former 





Ss. L. 
sOme excitement 
during the week’s en- 


here, 
home town, 
gagement of himself and his Gang 
at the Minnesota theatre. Besides 
ripping into the newspaper critics, 
who weren't too kird, he added 
himself to the list of stage celeb- 
rities who have vexed local citizenry 
on the occasion of public appear- 
ances by speaking of the town or 
its residents in uncomplimentary 
terms. 

Roxy’s overt act was to pan, from 
the Minnesota stage during a per- 
formance, a lengthy poem written 
fn his honor and read as part of a 
ceremony making him an honorary 
Member of local Shrine temple. 
After the conclusion of the reading 
of the poem by its author, Roxy, 
replying, said it was ‘lousy’ as 4a 
piece of poetry but that he appre- 
ciated the ‘sentiment’ behind it. 


> 





Theatre did around $19,000, good, 
On Roxy’s week 





Royal Crasher 





London, May 12. 
King of Siam and his retinue 
of six crashed Metro’s Empire, 
where ‘Viva Villa’ is in its 
pre-release. ) 
His Highness claimed im- || 
munity from paying on ac- 
count of being an _ exhibitor 


himself. He is the owner of 
a picture theatre in Singa- 
pore. 











SOCIETY'S YEN 
FOR SPICY 
DISCS 


The smarter phonograph shops in 
the fashionable east side sectors of 
New York have built up a sizeable 
private recording business. It’s 
either with hyper-sophisticated art- 


ists who are not known to the gen- 
eral public, but who enjoy a vogue 
among patrons of the smart cafes, 
or sometimes it’s an ambitious so- 
cialite who likes to have her voice 
or pianologing recorded. 

The retail music shops are 
equipped to -make regular phono- 
graph recordings of these types of 
artists and sell around 2,000 disks 
to a limited class patronage at $1 
a copy. It’s imprinted with a special 
label and, since the class artist or 
the amateur talent performs chiefly 
for the glory, the margin of profit 
is obviously wide. 

Delving into this type of class 
recording discloses that there are 
a half dozen to a dozen little-known 
artists who enjoy a decidedly firm 
hold on their limited class patron- 
ages to the degree that their disks 
sell at $1 each, as against the top- 
notch 10-inch recordings at T5e. 
The compositions are usually un- 
published, often spicy ditties, chiefly 
of the vocalitsts’ own creation. 


Dillinger’s Double 


Minneapolis, May 21. 

Ralph Alsman, Brookville, Ind., 
has been able to capitalize a re- 
semblance to John Dillinger, the 
bandit, by getting night club en- 
gagements. Local loop night club 
is featuring him as ‘Dillinger’s 
Double. Signs in front of club 
state ‘Dillinger Is Appearing Here,’ 
then in small type, ‘in person of his 
double.’ 

Stunt vas to get Alsman arrested 
on suspicion that he’s Dillinger and 
thus crash the newspapers it 











worked here. 


SUMMER TALENT 
BULL MARKET 


—_————— 


New High of 1,200 Eastern 


Spots Going in for ‘Life 
of the Party’s Staffs—At- 
tracting Many Standard 
Acts—Chorus Lines. First 
Time—Legal Booze Angle 
Figures Big 


AND GIGOLOS 


Everything in the entertainment 
line from gigolos to union picture 
operators will be included in the 
social staff personnel of eastern 
hotels, resorts and camps this sum- 
mer. It is estimated that 1,200 
spots will maintain resident social 
staffs and that 10,000 individuals 
will be employed for the specfic 
purpose of keeping the paying 
guests in a paying mood. 

For the first time since the ad- 
vent of the ‘life of the party’ racket 
six years ago, chorus girls are be- 
ing booked. About 25 of the larg- 
est spots in the east will employ 
permanent lines ranging from six 
to 10 girls, plus a dance director to 
change the routines weekly. 


The complete social staffs will 
consist of social directom (m.c.'s), 
stage hands, electricians, scenic ar- 
tists, wardrobe women, costumers, 
stage directors and coaches, musi- 
cal directors, one or more dance 
orchestras (swanker spots also have 
Argentine tango bands), soubrets, 
blues singers, mammy _ singers, 
gigolos, dramatic actors, sister 

(Continued on page 51) 


NOT ENOUGH HILLBILLIES? 


Crazy Water ‘Crvttate Seeks To 
Uncover More ‘Talent’ 








Charlotte, N. C., May 21. 

Crazy Water Crystal Co. of Char- 
lotte, which does the distributing 
of the product for the two Caro- 
linas, has embarked on an idea for 
building up its own talent supply. 
With the intention of making the 
account's two-and-a-half-hour Sat- 
urday night barn dance over WBT 
the tryout ground for hillbilly bands, 
the CWC distributor in that terri- 
tory has retained Fisher Henley, 
manager of the North Carolina Fid- 
dlers Association, to organize and 
whip the units into shape. 

3est of Henley's crop will be as- 
signed to regular spots on the WBT 
marathon and the residue will be 
offered around tod Crazy Water 
branches in surrounding territories. 
An office has been set outside in 
the Mayfair hotel for Henley’s use 
in building and booking his hill- 
billy combinations. 


,™ 
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Entire Equity Membership Could 
Be Used in National Free Shows 





With Emphasis 





Washington, May 21. 

Objectionable feature of Gov- 
ernment admissions tax was 
brought home sharply to mem- 
bers of Congress last week 
when the Ringling show at- 
tracted nearly all of the na- 
tion’s legislators here. 

Handing out ducats to promi- 
nent officials, John Kelly, 
Ringling general manager, 
made certain that members of 
Congress responsible for tax 
laws were on the free list. But 
he emphasized the importance 
of the 10% tariff by writing on 
the back of these pasteboards 
‘Be sure this guy pays th» tax.’ 


HEALTH FORCES 
SCHILLER OUT 
OF LOEWS 











The future status of Col. Edward 
A. Schiller, general manager of 
Loew's, Inc., has the other heads 
preparing for the circuit's first im- 
portant executive personnel shift in 
years. Schiller last week departed 
for the Coast under doctor's orders, 
and from there goes to Hawaii. 
There is no date for his return to 
active participation in Loew’s the- 
atre operation. 

Unofficially but actually stepping 
up into Schiller’s post as the theatre 
general manager is Joseph Vogel. 
He has been shouldering Schiller’s 
duties since the latter went to Flor- 
ida for his health last winter. Un- 
derstanding within the organization 
is that Vogel's successor will be 
Marvin Schenck, moving over from 
the vaudeville department of which 
he is booking head under J. H. 
Lubin. Sidney Piermont, Loew 
booker, is expected in turn to re- 


(Continued on page 54) 
Golf Pro’s Fright 


Philadelphia, May 21. 

Leo Diegel, golf pro at the Philly 
Philmont Country Club, set for a 
commercial show via WCAU com- 
mencing Friday (25). Program 
bankrolled by Silver King ball 
through the John Wanamaker store. 

Mike so flustered Diegel during 
audition that he was ready to give 
up in disgust. Acting on the prin- 
ciple of giving taffy to a baby, the 
studio supplied the pro with golf 
club to juggle while he spoke his 
piece. Everything was okay from 
then on 
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Decision on expansion of the Civil 
Works Administration's drama pro- 
ject into the most comprehensive 
emergency employment project in 
the history of show business, fs 
awaited from Washington. Plan 
is to provide diversion in the 


1,750 Civilian Concentration Camps 
throughout the country. 

Project would entail federal ex- 
penditure as high as_ $1,500,000. 
cstimated that 200«troupes or com- 
panies would be required if the full 
program is carried out. With each 
unit or company averaging 12 play- 
ers, were the CWA-CCC plan to be 
attempted, total would amount to 
virtually the entire paid-up mem- 
bership of Equity. 

That in itself would entail an em- 
ployment or engagement problem. 
No Equity restrictions, however, 
apply to the CWA shows and un- 
affiliated players from other fields 
would be acceptable. There are, too, 
many legit actors whe are outside 
of Equity because unable to pay 
dues, but eligible for CWA casts. 

As a starting schedule which will 
blanket a considerable portion of 
the country, CWA heads in New 
York suggest the formation of 100 


companies, carrying a weekly 
budget of $31,800. It is expected 
that the usual red tape will be 


avoided and the camp diversion ex- 
pansion be speeded because of on- 
coming summer. 

Proposed to form 40 companies 
in New York, 30 in Chicago, 15 in 
Los Angeles and 15 in San Fran- 
cisco. Players are to receive $24 
weekly, with a director accompany- 
ing each troupe, he to be paid $30 
weekly. 

Likely the CCC heads will not 


(Continued on page 25) 


World’s rani 
Sidewalk Cafe 
Planned for N. Y. 


World's largest sidewalk cafe—the 
Cafe de tla’ Paix of Broadway—is 
planned to open the end of June on 
Broadway, between 52d and 53d 
streets, on a 125-foot frontage and 
backing into Seventh avenue. 

It’s a part of a gigantic sunken 
gardens, sidewalk. cafe and one- 
flight-up .nitery which Ben H. 
Uberall, veteran cafe man, is work- 
ing on. Uberall was previously 
owner of the old Reisenweber’s and 
one of the founders of the Holly- 
wood restaurant. Site is at 1680 
Broadway and covers seven Broad- 
way front stores for the sidewalk 
cafe venture. 

Hotel St. Morifz, on Central Park 





South, today (Tuesday) formally 
opens its Cafe de la Paix sidewalk 
spot, patferned after the famous 
Parisian cafe, with a no-tipping 
service (instead 19% of the check is 
idded for service) 
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Berkeley-WB-Goldwyn Trial Brings 


Out Need of Film 


Hollywood, May 21. 

A glossary of' technical picture 
terms for use in contracts is’ one 
of the crying needs of the industry. 
This was sharply brought out’ at 
the long and heated injunction pro- 
ceedings by Samuel Goldwyn against 
Warners for the dance direction 
services of Busby Berkeley, decided 
in favor of Warners last week by 
Superior Judge Frank M. Smith. 

What, precisely, is meant by the 
term ‘actual rehearsal’ of a picture, 
for instance, became a major dis- 
pute in the court arguments, taking 
up days and the so-called expert 
testimony of many of the industry's 
ace producers and execs. In the 
end, the matter wasn’t much clearer 
to the court than at the beginning, 
although Irving Thalberg, Eddie 
Cantor, Lou Brock, Winnie Sheehan 
and Darryl Zanuck had testified for 
Goldwyn, and Jack L. Warner, Hal 
B. Wallis, Lloyd Bacon, “Mervyn 
LeRoy, Busby. Berkeley, Robert 
Lord, Harry Warren and Al Dubin 
were among the Warner witnesses. 

Lack of precise definition on this 
score is what virtually forced the 
issue into court, and was a big con- 
tributing factor:in the court's sur- 
prise invalidation of the entire con- 
tract whereby Warners had agreed 
to loan Berkeley to Goldwyn for 
two films a year, whenever the 
dance director wasn’t in ‘actual re- 
hearsal’ or directing numbers for 
Warners. Ruling on the contract 
is likely to prove costly to one or 
the other of .the contending parties, 
since further legal aftermath of the 
injunction refusal is in immediate 
prospect by the Goldwyn attorneys. 


What’ a ‘Rehearsal?’ 


Although Judge Smith ruled that 
Berkeley wasn’t in actual rehearsal 
on the Warner picture, ‘Dames,’ 
when Goldwyn made his written de- 
mand for the director’s services, in 
compliance, as he figured, with the 
contract the injunction issue was 
actually decided on a different point. 
This leaves the rehearsal definition 
minus a clear-cut legal precedent. 

Prevalent opinion by the experts 
was that actual rehearsal embraces 
that period when the principals and 
cast are assembled, under pay, and 
go through the continuity routine 
as it will substantially be placed 
before the camera. But there were 
too many ifs and buts to make it 
conclusive in a legal sense. 


Tilt Jean Parker 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Jean Parker draws a new con- 
tract at Metro with a substantial 
tilt in salary. 

Ticket cails for her to be fea- 
tured in all future pictures, studio 
execs figuring she will be ready to 
star in another year. 


DIALOG ‘INDG-CHINA’ 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Oscar Sheridan, recently at Fox, 
has checked in at the Metro writing 
department, 

He will write dialog on the script 
of ‘Indo-China,’ to be produced by 
Bernard Hymen. 
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Glossary for Courts 


AGENCY CHANGE 


Walter Myers West for Own Office 
—Goldstein Acts for S-L 











agency in New 
with the Ed 
Small-Arthur Landau agency in 
Hollywood, Bob Goldstein (Abe 
Lyman’s manager) is now repping 
Small-Landau. Myers is due on 
the Coast shortly and may establish 
his own Hollywood office, as before, 
and possibly remain West'to super- 
vise. 

The Bestry-Myers-Romm-Scheu- 
ing combo in the East continues to 
function with Eddie Myers staying 
in N. Y., while’ Walter Myers is 
West. 


AGENTS WARNED 
ON CLIENTS 
U. S. TAX 


_ Hollywood, May 21. 
Expansion of motion picture 
agencies into the business of man- 
agement service for clients as part 
of the regular contractual coverage 
phas brought warning from U. S. 
Treasury Department as to how far 
the 10%ers may go in making 
promises regarding income tax mat- 
ters. 

Actor reps have been reminded 
of the regulation which prevents 
any member or representative of an 
incorporated agency or business 
bureau from appearing before the 
Treasury Department in connection 
with income tax disputes. In such 
controversies responsibility for the 
return must lie directly with the 
individual taxpayer. The, latter 
may then be represented officially 
only by persons the Treasury Dept. 
recognizes as eligible to act. This 
excludes anyone identified with or 
nominated by an_ incorporated 
agency. 
Warning was issued to agents 
following recent advertisements and 
representations that certain 10%ers 
are prepared to handle income tax 
and other business matters as part 
of the regular routine for artists. 
Federal agents said the caution 
was sounded to prevent agents in- 
advertently contracting to do more 
for clients ‘than they could fulfil. 


COL. TALENT INFLUX 


Bunch of New Contractees Begin to 
Reach Coast 


Walter 
York having 


Myers’ 
split 

















Hollywood, May 21. 

Advance members of the group of 
people contracted by Columbia in 
the past month have started arriv- 
ing in Hollywood. 

Inez Courtney was the first, com- 
ing in Saturday (19) on the SS. 
Pennsylvania. Leo Bulgakov, stage 
director, whose last job was ‘Come 
What May,’ came in yesterday (Sun- 
day) for his first try as a picture 
director. No assignment for either 
of them. 

John Buckler got in today. He 
was Katharine Cornell's leading 
man. Others due shortly are James 
Blakeley, socialite, expected this 
week; Robert Allen, former model, 
in two weeks; Florence Rice, legit 
actress, July 1; George Murphy, in 
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10 days, but will do the Eddie Can- 
tor picture for Goldwyn first. 
Charles Sabin is already here. 

Harry Cohen and Bill Perlberg 
signed the players in New York. 
To date they are without assign- 
ments, 


RKO Looses Wm. Gargan 


Hollywood, May 21. 
RKO has released William Gar- 
gan from his contract, having three 
years yet to go. 
Player will freelance. Currently 
he is in Warners’ ‘British Agent.’ 








KEATING’S 6 MONTHS 


Fred Keating has been signatured 
by Columbia on a termer starting 
at six months. He heads for the 
Coast around June 1 to go into 
Lewis Milestone’s ‘The Captain 




















Hates the Sea.’ 
Walter Meyers booked. 








WILL MAHONEY 


The Detroit Evening Times said: 
“The one and only Will Mahoney 


has committed another crime. The 
inimitable dancing clown has stolen 
another’ show ‘from two other 
groups on the same bill with him, 
and has even succeeded in eclipsing 
some of the very funny situations 
in the screen feature ‘Convention 


City’.” 
Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Bldg. 
New York City 








Peggy Joyce Note Echo 
In Suit Filed on Coast 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Note for $20,000 given by Peggy 
Hopkins Joyce to Pat Powers as 
security for an advance of salary 
for her role in ‘Skyrocket’ over two 
year ago has thudded back into Su- 
perior Court here in a suit pending 
against Miss Joyce. 
Case will come to trial after At- 
torney Gene Behymer for the plain- 
tiff, an assignee for Powers, returns 
with depositions from Miss Joyce 
and other ‘witnesses now being 
taken in New York. 
Milton M. Cohen, attorney for 
Miss Joyce, asserts that her salary 
on ‘Skyrocket’ approximated the 
$20,000, and that she was promised 
return of her note, which was then 
in New York; by Powers, who was 
her manager and producer. Jewelry, 
which supplemented the note as se- 
curity, was returned. 

Plaintiff charges that note obli- 
gation has not been entirely dis- 
charged. 








Al Singer, Former Champ, 
Studying Picture Biz 


Hollywood, May 21. 


Al Singer, former lightweight 
champ, is picture-minded. Wants 
to learn the business. . 


He is now located with M. H. 
Hoffman, who makes Liberty pic- 
tures at Pathe. Singer’s first as- 
signment was to watch the time it 
takes to make each shot and keep 
his eye on the number of takes for 
each gecene. 


Option Johnson 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Although Nunnally Johnson's 
contract still has eight weeks to go, 
20th Century optioned him for an- 
other year. Short story writer is 
at present on loan to Sam Goldwyn 
for the Eddie Cantor film. 

Bess Meredyth, also under con- 
tract to 20th, will finish scenario 
of ‘Red Cat’ and depart June 1 for 
Europe. 


TEARLE STALLS ALIMONY 
San Francisco, May 21. 

Conway Tearle was granted acon- 
tinuance until July 17 on the back 
alimony payment brought against 
the picture player by the estate of 
his late wife. 

Tearle must show why he shouldn't 
be held in contempt for failure to 
pay $14,000 alimony. 


WALLIS’ MONTH ABROAD 
Hal Wallis, Warner studio exec- 
utive, sailed Saturday (19) for a 
European jaunt of about four 
weeks, accompanied by Mrs. Wallis 
(Louise Fazenda), who flew in from 
the Coast. 
While abroad, Wallis will look 
over the talent and story market. 














ERROL’S VITAPHONES 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Leon Errol has signed with Sam 
Sax for two Vitaphone shorts to be 
made in New York. 





Comedian leaves June 15. 





Touching Up ‘Stills’ 





Hays Office Burns at Nat’l Advertisers’ 





Use of Okayed Photos 


Extras Way Off 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Mobs were’ given the go-by again 
last week, studios using only 2,804 
extras from Central Casting for the 
week ending Friday night (18). 

Last Wednesday (16) only 269 
extras dribbled through the studio 
gates, 


Allen Declares 
L. A. Indictment 


Is a Frameup 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Dave Allen, head of Central Cast- 
ing office, who obtained a leave of 
absence” from his duties after his 
indictment by the grand jury on 
what he declares is a framed 
‘morals’ charge, will appear before 
Judgé Bowron in Superior Court 
this Thursday (24) to enter his plea 
of not guilty. 
Gloria March,. who has not been 
apprehended. 

Allen refused to testify before the 
grand jury on May 15. Others who 
testified were June Delong and 
Pearl Owings. 

Immediately after Allen posted 
his bond he wrote to Fred W. Beet- 
son, head of Central Casting, re- 
questing a leave of absence until 
he could clear himself of the 
charges which he claimed were 
groundless, viciously false and orig- 
inating from interests he stated that 
are not only trying to get him but 
the organization itself. 

Beetson replied that the organi- 
zation had confidence in Allen and 
allowed him the leave. 

During the 10 years Allen has 
headed Central, which handles all 
extras employed by the major 
studios, he has been ‘subjected to 
several frameups from disgruntled 
extras and has even fought off 
armed attacks on various occasions 
at his office, home and in the 
studios. 


Geo. Roesners East 


Hollywood, May 21. 

With breaks ‘not to his liking 
during the past six months, George 
Roesner has passed up Hollywood 
and Saguna. He is now on his way 
to New York by motor accompanied 
by his wife. 

Roesner says he will return to 
the coast when they give him one 
of those studio tickets for at least 
a year without options. Likely that 
he may rejoin the Shuberts, with 
whom he was connected prior to 
coming to the Coast. 


ORIENTAL WILL HAYS 























Chinese 
Coast and European Studios 





Hollywood, May 21. 

Lo Ming Yau, considered the Will 
Hays of the Orient, arrived here 
Saturday (19) to investigate the 
picture industry here and in Eu- 
rope. 

He will check the studios here 
with Yi-seng 8S. Kiang, vice-consul 
at Los Angeles, wh. represents his 
government on picture matters. 


Get ‘Winning Ticket’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Leo Carrillo and Louise Fazenda 
will have the leads in ‘Winning 
Ticket,’ an Irish Sweepstakes yarn, 
to be produced by Harry Rapf. 

Script for the comedy is being 
written by Ray Doyle and Robert 
Hopkins. 








MG SIGNS YOUNG CHANEY 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Metro has placed Creighton 


Chaney, son of the late Lon Chaney, 
under a term contract. 

Execs decided to tie him up after 
seeing him in a sketch, put on by 


fthe students of the Metro dramatic 


school, 


Indicted with him is | 


Film Savant Looks Over |. 


Hollywood, May 21, 


Hays office here is on a rampage 
against national advertisers who, in 
tie-ups with studios, have taken 
Hays office okayed stills and re. 
touched them in such a manner 
that they appear to be semi-nudeg 
when reproduced in mag advertis-« 
ing. 

Current burn is against a bread 
eoncern that has a tie-in with War- 
ners and in which a line of girls, 
presented in advertising in a na- 
tional magazine, are made to appear 
almost in the flesh. 

As a result of. this, and other as- 
serted misuses by advertisers of 
stills, the Hays oi<ce hereafter will 
insist that studios making such tie- 
ins will make explicit contractual 
agreements that in no way must the 
photos be changed. 





Bronc Pic’s Injury Ji 
nx 

berg Hollywood, May 21. 

Injury jinx hit Universal’s Buck 
Jones’ ‘Red Rider’. serial company 
three days in a row during the first 
week’s filming. 

' Troupe had just reached ‘location 

at Aguora Rancho the first day when 
Janet: Chandler, femme lead, was 
bitten by a venomous spider, neces- 
sitating emergency treatment. She 
continued playing in bandages. 

Second sock hit Monte Montague, 
cowboy actor whose horse, blinded 
by a refiector, lammed into a tree 
knocking both player and animal 
unconscious. 

Third casualty was Al Ferguson 
whose, mount, also blinded by ree 
flectors, dashed under a tree lacer- 
ating him severely and putting him 
out of the picture for half a day. 

‘Red Rider,’ from a W. C. Tuttl@ 
tale, is being directed by Loui# 
Friedlander. 





Resents Being ‘Mr. Elissa 


Landi’; Actress’ Divorce 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Charging mental cruelty, Elissa 
Landi filed suit in Superior Court 
today for divorce from John Cecil 
Lawrence, British attorney. Charges 
husband, who favored her acting 
and writing career for a long time, 
now refuses to submit to any situ-~ 
ation that might entail his being 
called ‘Mr. Elissa Landi.’ Alsa 
charges he refused to make his 
home with her, with result she has 
to live life of hermit and be stigma- 
tized as ‘the coldest woman in 
Holly wood.’ 

Couple were married in London 
six yefirs ago. 





Par Wants Robinson 
Hollywood, May 21. 
If Paramount is able to close cure 
rent negotiations with Edward G, 
Robinson, for starring spot in ‘Shoe 
the Wild Mare,’ company will ma- 
terially increase production budget 
on that picture and set it as a 
special for the 1934-’35 program. 
Robinson will be available to 
make the picture for Paramount, 
and it is understood the player and 
company have reached an agree- 
ment on salary, but other conditions 
of the contract are now being 
worked out. 


SAILINGS 


May 19 (New York to Hollywood) 
Benjamin F. Holtzman, Hy Daab 
(California). 

May 26 (New York to London), 
E. Lloyd Sheldon, Wolfe Kaufman, 
Nat Karson (Ile de France). 

May 19 (New York to Paris) 
Charles Dobie, Hal Wallis and wife 
(Louise Fazenda), Virginia Valli 
(Paris). 

May 19 (New York to Genoa) 
Oliver H: P. Garrett (Saturnia). 

May 23 (New York to Paris) J. J. 
Vincent (Hamburg). 

May 19 (New York to London) 
Genevieve Tobin (Aquitania). 

June 2 (London to New York) 
Monty Goldman, Earl St. John, J. C. 
Graham (Aquitania). 

May 20 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu) Harry Joe Brown and wife 
(Sally Eilers), Merian C. Cooper, 
Hobart Henley, Roszika Dolly (Lur- 
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Fie Stars Inaugurate New 
Coast Stadium in War Chest Drive 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Hollywood's newest outdoor 
amusement venture, the Gilmore 
stadium, was given a somewhat 
mild baptism Friday night (18), 
when the Screen Actors Guild pre- 
sented the opening performance of a 
Film Stars’ Frolic before an esti- 
mated audience of 5,000. Amphi- 
theatre seats 20,000. 

Three-day affair, by which the 
Guild hopes to raise funds for its 
war chest, is a combination carni- 
val, pageant, circus and _ rodeo. 
Every conceivable type of conces- 
sion has been given ground space 
with a wide open beer garden also 
functioning. 

Stadium performance opens with 
a pageant, participated in by sev- 
eral hundred persons, including 
screen celebs, near celebs, horse- 
men, clowns, circus and rodeo per- 
formers. Opening night had Ann 
Harding as queen,’ transported 
around the hippodrome in an old- 
fashioned barouche draped in purple. 
Queens for the four remaining per- 
formances will be Mary Astor, 
Miriam Hopkins, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Elissa Landi. 

Participating in the pageant and 
hippodrome parade were Eddie 
Cantor, who drove a _ four-horse 
Roman chariot garbed in a white 
toga, and puffing a cigaret; Fredric 
March, James Cagney, Ralph Bel- 
lamy, Charlie Chase, Bob Woolsey, 
astride prancing horses; Adolphe 
Menjou, John Boles and Boris Kar- 
loff in old-fashioned carriages, and 
Jimmy Durante, riding a sulky 
drawn by a huge steer. 

Back of the screen celebs came 
the Junior Screen Actors Guild, the 
Troupers Club, garbed in Shakes- 
pearean attire; the Thalians, with 
a Nursery Rhyme theme; the Dom- 
inoes, with six of the members 
masked and riding on a portable 
stage; the Maskers in a Minstrel 
Parade, led by Sam Hardy; the 
Singers Guild and a Gypsy singing 
chorus; Sheriff Gene Biscauliz rid- 
ing at the head of 30 mounted dep- 
uty sheriffs; Victor McLaglen and 
his troupe of Light Horse Cavalry, 
the American Legion band, the 
Southwest Patrol, made up of pic- 
ture players, and most of the per- 
formers. 

In Two Parts 

Ampitheatre performance was di- 
vided into two parts, first section 
being a grouping of circus turns 
including tumblers, wire walkers, 


bar and trapeze performers. This 
was followed by a rodeo. 
Gilmore interests are drawing 


10% of the gross for use of the new 
stadium and it is reported Richard 
Tucker, director-general, gets a 10% 
share for staging and promoting. 





Special Dispensation to 
Reisner from Supers 





Hollywood, May 21. 
Charles (Chuck) Reisner was 
given a new year’s contract at 
Metro, with provision he has no pro- 
ducer supervisorship on his pictures. 
This is first time Metro has issued 
such a contract. 


TOO MUCH AIR 


MG's Erstwhile Vaude Pic Turned 
Etherer Is Off 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Metro has abandoned the idea of 
remaking ‘Excess Baggage.’ When 
undusted it was believed, inasmuch 
as vaude was unfamiliar to the 
younger generation, the theme of the 
yarn should we radio. It goes back 
on the shelf, on the theory there 
are too many air pictures currently. 

John Larkin, writing a new treat- 
ment of the old stage play, is off the 
studio staff. 








Spot Wera Engels 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Wera Engels gets the lead oppo- 
site Eric von Stroheim in ‘House of 
Strangers,’ which Maury Cohen is 
producing for Invincible. Actress 
was borrowed for the picture from 
Edward Small. Leslie Fenton also 
prominently spotted. 

‘House of Strangers,’ an original 
by Charles S. Belden and Robert 
Ellis, is skeded to start tomorrow 
(Tuesday) at the Universal lot un- 
der Frank Strayer’s direction. 








KAY FRANCIS INJURED 


Pushes Hand Thru Windshield and 
Gets Nine Stitches 








Hollywood, May 21. 

Suffering a severely lacerated 
wrist when she pushed her hand 
through the windshield of her car, 
Kay Francis has been home since 
Thursday (17) while Warners has 
been shooting around her on ‘Brit- 
ish Agent.’ 

Actress was due to return to 
work today (Monday), but it is un- 
likely she can work as her arm is 
heavily bandaged. 

Miss Francis was entering the 
driveway of her home when her car 
got out of control. A tendon in her 
right arm was completely severed, 
nine stitches being necessary. 

Kay Francis returned to the War- 
ner studio today (Monday) with her 
injured arm muchly bandaged. 


LeMAIRE TO BE 
INTERN'L AGENT 


Rufus LeMaire, in from Europe, 
flew to the Coast Friday (18), and 
will probably open offices as an in- 
ternational agent with affiliates in 
New York, London and Paris. He 
remains George Arliss’ personal 
manager, having just set that actor 
for one with Gaumont-British. 

LeMaire’'s new move means he 
will in future handle a limited num- 
ber of people for engagements here 
and abroad. 


Binnie Barnes Hastens 
To H’wood in 63 Days 


Hollywood, May 21. 

London to Hollywood transit rec- 
ord is jarred if not broken by Binnie 
Parnes, who arrived here Saturday 
(19). 

Actress finished in Douglas Fair- 
banks’ ‘Don Juan’ at 12:30 Satur- 
day (12) noon and checked in at 
Universal studio 6% days later to 
start work on ‘There’s Always To- 
morrow,’ planing from New York on 
close steamer connections. 


More ‘Thunder’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 

With 2,000,000 feet of film from 
which to draw, Principal Pictures 
will carve out its third short from 
the footage of Sergei Ejisenstein’s 
‘Viva Mexico.’ Principal has al- 
ready made ‘Thunder Over Mex- 
ico,’ a feature, from the Eisenstein 
effort, and expects the negative, 
which it owns, will supply more 
pictures during the years to come. 

First short, ‘Death Day,’ depicts 
religious customs of Mexican In- 
dians. Other two are travelogs; 
latest, which Walter Anthony will 
write the narrative for, being of the 
Tahauntepec country. 


Scully Scripting with ‘All 
The Comforts of Home’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Frank Scully, on the Fox writing 
payroll, is the only contract writer 
allowed to do his stuff off the lot. 
In order that he would not lack 
for anything the studio sent up to 
his new home in the Hollywood 
Hills, a desk, typewriter, swivel 
chair, filing cabinet and the rest of 
the fixings. 


WB’s Comedy Quartet 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Hugh Herbert, Guy Kibbee, Frank 
McHugh and Allen Jenkins become 
a featured comedy quartet in at 
least two pictures, and possibly four, 
by Warners. 


PAR ENTWINES NOLAN 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Paramount has placed Lloyd No- 
lan, stage actor, under contract. He 
is due from New York in a week. 
Small Landau agency in conjunc- 
tion with Jane Broder of New York 
made the deal. 



































Agent Gives In 





Hollywood, May 21. 

Charlie Feldman was trying 
to sell Bill Rowland talent for 
‘The Girl Friend.’ Salaries 
submitted by Feldman sounded 
to Rowland like phone num- 
bers, 

Finally Feldman asked why 
he couldn’t do business, and 
Rowland told him he was too 
good an actor to sell people. 
So when Feldman phoned 
again Rowland hired him for 
$100 to do a bit in the picture. 


Benny’s Two Films, 
With One Heavy 
On Radio Names 


The Edward Small - Reliance 
‘Transatlantic Showboat,’ for United 
Artists release, will be bullish on 
eastern radio names. Jack Benny 
is in and signatured at $35,000 for 
the film. Benny is also set for an- 
other film for UA (20th Century) at 
a tilt. 

Benny with Arthur S Lyons, of 
Lyons and Lyons who placed him, 
departs for the Coast next Satur- 
day (26) Harry W Conn, Benny's 
radio author and Mary Livingstone 
(Mrs. Benny) go along. Latter will 
not be in the film but Conn may 
contribute to the dialog in between 
scripting the air programs which 
will be picked up from Hollywood. 

General Tires has agreed to an 
eight weeks’ Coast siesta for re- 
mote-control pickup, but no longer. 
Benny must then come back east 
for his future radio dates and then 
go back to Hollywood for his sec- 
ond UA film. 

Jean Sargent, also from radio, is 
already on the Coast and set for 
the same picture. Frank Parker, 
who works in Benny's air show is 
another Coast departer but will do 
one picture for Radio although pos- 
sibly also working into ‘“Transat- 
lantic Showboat.’ Gene Raymond, 
Edmund Lowe and Madeleine Car- 
roll are to be in it with Ben Stoloff 
directing. 

















Hollywood, May 21. 
Helen Morgan and the Mills Bros. 
join Jack Benny in Edward Small's 
Reliance production of ‘Trans- 
atlantic Showboat.’ 


Par Loses Point in 150G 
Libel Suit Over ‘Tragedy’ 


Albany, May 21. 

Appellate Division of the Su- 
preme Court on Friday (18) refused 
to grant Paramount a dismissal of 
Mrs. Minerva Brown's suit for 
$150,000 based on the film, ‘An 
American Tragedy.’ Par had peti- 
tioned for the right to appeal to the 
Court of Appeals from a former de- 
cision of the Appellate Division that 
reversed the dismissal of the suit, 
granted in the lower trial court. 
Mrs. Brown asked the Appellate Di- 
vision to refuse permission to Par 
to appeal to the state's highest 
court. 

Justice Daniel V. McNamee was 
the only one of the five jurists of 
the Appellate Division who favored 
Par’s petition. In his opinion, he 
wrote that the film company should 
be granted permission to go to the 
Court of Appeals because of the 
novel points involved in the suit. 

Mrs. Brown, mother of Grace 
Brown, murdered by Chester Gil- 
lette, 30 years ago, which case was 
allegedly reproduced in the film, 
‘American Tragedy,’ is suing Par 
on the ground that the character 
alleged to portray her in the pic- 
ture was depicted in such a way as 
to constitute libel and that she has 
suffered humiliation by screenings 
of the film in Norwich, where she 
lives, and adjacent territory. 

When the Appellate Division on 
March 23, last, refused to dismiss 
Mrs. Brown's action, Justice F. 
Walter Bliss, in the majority opin- 
ion, discussed sound motion pic- 
tures as a possible new form of 
libel. 


GLORIA STUART DIVORCED 


Hollywood, May 21 

Blair Gordon Newell, sculptor and 
ex-husband of Gloria Stuart, beat 
the Universal star through the di- 
vorce courts, marryng Amelia Ru- 
beshko, non-professional, Saturday 
(19) one day after he had been freed 
by a Juarez, Mexico, judge. 

Miss Stuart filed her complaint 
here three days before, alleging 
incompatibility. The Newells will 
take a post-honeymoon trip to 
China. 











LINED UP FOR SHORTS 


Half Dozen Signed and Downey 
May Continue to Coast 








Booked for Vitaphone (WB) 
shorts, one each, are Morton Dow- 
ney, Jack Denny and Charlie Davis’ 
bands, Donald Novis, Vera Van and 
the Will Osborne orchestra. 

Downey and Novis may make 
more thon one, former possibly go- 
ing to Hollywood and Paramount 
for ‘Collegiate Rhythm,’ out of 
which picture Lanny Ross has been 
switched to ‘Her Master's Voice.’ 

Downey also has a bid to follow 
Harry Richman into the Riviera, 
Englewood, N. J., roadhouse, 


DeSYLVA, METRO 
PIC DEAL OFF 


Culver City, May 21. 

Buddy DeSylva and Metro were 
unable to get together on .. deal for 
him to take charge as associate pro- 
ducer of all musicals made on the 
lot here. Likely that anuther propo- 
sition may be .;orked out later in 
the summer when Eddie Mannix 
goes east. 

Understood that in the meantime 
DeSylva is going ahead, in associa- 
tion with Max Gordon, on a musical, 
Lou Shurr has been active on the 
phone trying to get picture people 
for the cast. Jack Haley is among 
those contacted. 


JIMMY SAVO WILL DO 3 
FOR HECHT-M’ ARTHUR 


Ben Hecht and Charlie MacAr- 
thur who will produce for Para- 
mount in the east, have signatured 
Jimmy Savo, comedian, for a series 
of pictures to be especially written 
for him. Savo is set for three with 
options on eight more, first to start 
shooting around Aug. 1. 

Margo, Spanish dancer at the 
Waldorf - Astoria, N. Y., has also 
been contracted by this new produc- 
ing unit. 


Tallulah’s ‘Mary’ 


London, May 12, 

Tallulah Bankhead will be starred 
in ‘Mary, Queen of Scots,’ which is 
to be produced here by Clifton 
Hurst. 

After that the film company will 
make Wilde’s ‘Picture of Dorian 
Gray’ with Raymond Massey in the 
title role. 


























Clifton Hurst's ‘Tell-Tale Hearts,’ 
which was distributed by Fox in 
England, will be distributed in the 
U. 8S. by DuWorld. 


Heart Attack Fatal 
To Mrs. Chas. Judels 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Charles Judels left Sunday (20) 
by plane for his home in Nutley, 
N. J., when receiving word his wife 
died there that day from a heart 
attack. Couple were married 24 
years, deceased being an invalid for 
10 years. 

Judels just finished an assignment 
at Paramount on Saturday and was 
to have started Tuesday (22) for 
Invincible. Deceased non-pro. No 
children, 


Seeks Mayhem Duo 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Mitchell and Durant, currently in 
k'ox's ‘She Learned About Sailors,’ 
have an offer from C. B. Cochran 
for a revue at the Palace, London, 
in August. 
Pair have tentatively accepted, 
final decision waiting until they can 
get a leave of absence from Fox. 











CHESTER HALE’S FIRST 


Hollywood, May 21. 





First assignment for Chester Hale, 
recently brought from the East by 
Metro, will be guidance of dance 
inumbers for ‘Student Tour.’ 

Charles Reisner directs. 


N. Y. Public Library's Visual Screen 


| If an experiment now being made 


is successful the N. Y. Public Li- 
brary can move into a loft building 
and patrons can forget all about 
thumbing musty files and simply 
sit back and get their periodical 
reading matter right off the screen 
One foot of film covers slightly 
over eight pages of daily news- 
print. Variety is being shown from 
cover to cover in about 10 feet 
of reguiar 35 mm film. This paper 
was used as the library's first sub- 
ject. 

Literally, miles of storage space 
will be saved if the library deems 
film the practical medium. But they 
want to be sure it won't be too 
costly; that prints won't have to be 
renewed too often. 

There is no extra cost for a 
browser who wants his reading on 
the screen. Whether he be one or 
a dozen who wants to see the same 
film file, the library operator 
threads the machine for the job. 

Eastman Kodak is donating all 
film being used during the experi- 
ment. Method is known as the 
Recordak system. 

News on the screen, as used by 
the library, is not in regular motion 
pieture form but more in the class 
of still photography. 


H’WOOD THALIANS D_ING 
PERSONALS AT CHI FAIR 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Troupe of players from the Thal- 
ians Club, organization of young 
film actors, departed by train Fri- 
day (18) for Chicago to do four 
weeks of personals in the Holly- 
wood-at-the-Fair auditorium. 

Unit rehearses a week prior te 
opening of the Fair Sunday (27). 
Illinois-Hollywood Corp., made the 
deal for the young players through 
its Hollywood rep, David Schwartz. 

One, and possibly two, shorts of 
the Thalian series of six for Uni- 
versal release will be filmed at the 
Fair in June. Jack Townley, who 
produces and directs, is writing the 
first and leaves this week te join 
the company. 

There is no connection between 
the film and personals deal. 


Penner Out of ‘B’dcast,’ 
Into ‘College Rhythm’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Joe Penner, holding contract with 
Paramount for one picture, will have 
the comedy lead in ‘College Rhythm’ 
instead of ‘Big Broadcast of 1934,’ 
as originally planned. 

‘Rhythm’ is due for production in 
July, with Lanny Ross, Joe Morri- 
son, Lyda Roberti and Ida Lupino 
featured with Penner. 




















Cully Richards Slated 
For Goldwyn’s ‘Barbary’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Cully Richards, comic appearing 
in the current ‘Shim Sham Revue’ 
at the Hollywood Music Box, has 
been given a contract by Sam 
Goldwyn. 
Richards will first be used in 
‘Barbary Coast,’ in a spot previous- 
ly scheduled for Buster Keaton. 





Oumanskys West 


Alex and Peggy Oumansky, unit 
stagers, left by car yesterday (Mon- 
day) for the Coast. Possibility of 
going into the Paramount studio to 
wark on pictures requiring dance 
direction. 

Oumansky several years ago 
staged units for Par Pacific de lux- 
ers under Al Kaufman. He also has 
directed pictures abroad for British- 
Gaumont, Gainsborough and Brit- 
ish-International. 

For the past 21 weeks he and Mrs. 
Oumansky, ballet mistress, have 
been putting on shows at the Fox, 
Brooklyn. 

READYING W&W’S NEXT 


Holly wood, May 21. 


Bert Wheeler came in from New 
York over the weekend to join Rob- 
ert Woolsey, preparatory to starting 
their next Radio musical 

Film has been titled ‘Kentucky 
Kernels tt. N. Swanson super- 
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Overbuying No Reason for Picture 


Dearth: Shorter 


——____— + 


Despite the zeal with which it is 
already being attacked by NRA 
grievance boards, overbuying is not 
the answer to product shortage 
clouds throughout the country, say 
film men. Neutral major spokesmen, 
while conceding that a curtailment 
of overbuying will ease famine pic- 
ture threats in some highly theatre- 
populated territories, maintain now 
that film life in the first-runs must 
be lengthened or else house policies 
in many spots must be changed. 

Within the past five years, a cur- 
rent survey shows, the life of the 
average first-run has been severed 
in the middle. Houses that ran a 
picture for two weeks are now 
showing the same product for a 
week. Other first-runs which used 
to stand for a week are now split- 
weeking. 

Drop in attendanee is held re- 
sponsible for shortening picture life. 
The more optimistic of the indus- 
try’s overseers see in a return to 
normal-size audiences the auto- 
matic longevity of pictures, espe- 
cially of the first class. 

While attendances are increasing 
almost monthly, according to the 
business weather bureau, they can- 
not be counted upon to heal the pic- 
ture shortage in various parts of the 
U. S. until after next fall. In the 
meantime, they hold, there is no im- 
mediate aid upon which exhibitors 
in such predicaments can call, ex- 
cept to change to a lesser run or 
darken. 

Regarding NRA _ relief through 
the overbuying provision, it is be- 
coming evident to major spokesmen 
that there is no such thing as a 
precedent, and that because each 
‘ease is different and must be tried 
separately, the Eagle patch is nec- 
esarrily a long one. 


In substantiation of this the 
Ss \shley case in Milwaukee, 
wi 4 was sustained immediately by 
the Code Authority, is now being 


compared to the F-WC-Alhambra 
case which the Authority is investi- 


gating. 
Still a different situation, it is 
also maintained, showed up in 


overbuying charges brought by Ro- 
gowsky, Port Chester (N. Y.) inde- 
pendent, against the Skourases, 
which last week were found true 
by the N. Y. Grievance Board, and 
still are open to appeal and possibly 
another version by the CA. 








Runs Prime Cause 





8006 ‘Buccaneer’ 


May 21. 
Maxwell 





Hollywood 





Paramount has signed 


Anderson and Laurence Stallings to | 
write an original, ‘Buccaneer,’ based 
on the life and exploits of Sir Henry | 
Morgan, pirate chief. 

Company has assigned the picture 
to Cecil de Mille to produce as his 
next for Paramount, with advance ! 
budget set at the $800,000 mark. 
Production is slated to be made in| 
the early fall for spring release. 

} 
' 





RADIO PRODUCT 
DEAL SET FOR 
MUSIC HALL 


Picture is closed between 
Radio City Music Hall and RKO | 
this coming season. Means that the 
RKO and the Rockefellers’ will 


traipse hand in hand for the next | 
year and that things are hunky- 
dory between the two sides. Likely 
that before the summer is out a new 
leasing arrangement will be in tow 
for the big house by RKO. 

The RKO product deal for the M. 
H. is understood to be a percentage 
arrangement against a minimum. 
It’s for a stipulated number of films | 
with an option in favor of the M. H. 
for others. So far the Music Hall 
people have not clinched any other 
film deal with other companies but 
talks are on’ with Fox. 

The present Fox franchise runs 
out with the close of the season 
when a new deal must be on the 
tapis. Probable also that the M.H. 
will subscribe to certain Columbia 
and Universal films as in the past. 
That would give the big house about 
the same film representation it has 








| 


deal 





KEITH CLARK 


‘The Man with 1,000 Cigarettes’ 


Empire, Paris, 12 weeks; Earl 
Carroll ‘Vanities, Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, Hollywood; picture, “Trick for 
Trick,” Fox; RKO, Paramount, 
Fanchon & Marco tours; Capitol, 
Roxy, New York. 

Now Palladium, London, 
Empires and G. T. C. tours. 
U. S. 8. R. 

Booked Exclusively by O. L. Oz 
(Jenie Jacob’s Office) 


RIALTO, N. Y., BUILDING 
PROPOSAL LOOKS COLD 


Offer has been made on behalf 
of realty people to the own- 
ers of the Rialto theatre, on Broad- 


way, to take over that property and 
on its site erect a new three-story 
structure and_ theatre. Theatre 
would be a 600-seater. Understood 
the offer carries a proposal of 
$85,000 yearly as rental. This is 
outside of taxes, which amount 
roughly to around $75,000 a year 
presently. 

However, whether this deal goes 
through is open. Paramount has a 
lease on the theatre which still has 
around a year and a half to go. 
Par pays around $40,000 yearly as 
rent and covers taxes itself. Arthur 
Mayer operates the spot for Par. 

Par even now is angling to extend 
its lease on the property an addi- 
tional five years, hence the outside 


Moss 
Soon 














had since it entered upon the pres- 
ent stageshow and film policy. 


realty deal becomes one of those 
| things. 





A Cartoon 








PAR’S GB REORG. 
CLEARS DECK 
FOR OTHERS 


eee 


Court has okayed a new deal for 


Paramount on the Goldstein Broth- 
ers’ circuit in western Massachu- 
setts, formerly operated by Olympia 
Theatres of New England. Under 
this deal a new company is formed 
for G-B which will be operated by 
the Goldstein Brothers operating 
partners of Paramount. Par achieves 
a buy-back privilege as in other 
deals which were made by the ad- 
visory committee on reorganization 
of Publix Theatres under S. A. 


Lynch. 

The G-B deal is among the best 
trades made by the committee and 
brings back into the clear and un- 


der the Par aegis some 17 impor- 
tant houses in 12 Massachusetts 
towns, including another theatre in 
Utica in upstate New York. 

The new company which is to be 
formed will have a stipulated issue 
of common stock of which Par will 
own 52% and the Goldstein Broth- 
ers 48%. The bonded indebtedness 
of the G-B circuit is to be relin- 
quished under a plan whereby the 
old bonds will be exchanged for new 
debentures as guaranteed. by the 
Goldstein Brothers. 

Par is further protected by the 
fact that the Goldsteins must put 
up a cash indemnity if defaulting on 
this guaranty to fulfill this ex- 
change. 

Golistein Brothers will reecive a 
weekly aggregate salary of around 
$500 for operating the theatres and 
it is more than likely that Par will 
be amply represented in the officers 

of the new company as well as the 
«Continued on page 55) 
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THE SALACIOUS FILM PRODUCING COMPANY DEBATES WHETHER 
OR NOT TO GET WORRIED 
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last Thursday (17). It drew an im 
Board of Trade, which addressed its 
publisher of the Tribune. 


While the Chicago Tribune has ar 
through an unnecessarily rough ca 
of Hollywood's recalcitrant faction t 


of the agitation within the past twe« 











Chicago, May 21. 


Accompanying cartoon appeared on page one of the Chicago Tribune 


mediate protest from the local Film 
complaint to Col. R. R. McCormick, 


Cartoon is by John T. McCutcheon. 


‘bitrarily indicted an entire industry 
rtoon, it should draw the attention 
» the growing storm. 


Exhibitors and civcuit theatre mn have become aware of the severity 


» months. It started two years ago 





Allied in N. Y. Conclave Talks a ‘Sth 
Major Prod. Co. to Make ‘Clean’ Films 





MG’s $3,037,698 Net 


For the 28 weeks ended March 15, 
1934, Metro’s net profit after taxes 
was $3,037,698, officially announced 
through David Bernstein, v.p. and 
treasurer of the company. Figure 
represents half year’s earnings. 
Company’s net operating income, 
including $452,453 in miscellaneous 
income, was $16,599.718. 

Amortization of negative and posi- 
tive costs and depreciation amount- 
ed to $13,040,088. Federal taxes, 
$521,932. 


PAR WORKS ON 
NEW DEAL FOR 
L. |. STUDIO 


An entirely new arrangement is 
to be worked out between Para- 
mount, Erpi and Prudence Bond in 
connection with the Paramount, 
L. L, studio, on which Par is in de- 
fault on a mortgage of around $930,- 
000. Plan on which preliminaries 
are being approached looks mainly 
to the retention of the property by 
the Seneca Holding Co., a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Par. (Seneca 
also controls the big 44th-45th and 
Broadway block front taking in the 
Criterion-Loew’s New York theatre 
property.) 

The Astoria studio is under fore- 
closure following proceedings 
brought some time ago by Prudence, 
but by mutual consent the fore- 
closure has been standing still. New 
arrangement would direct itself 
principally to some means of dis- 
continuing the foreclosure the same 
as has been engineered for the 
Criterion-New York property, with 
temporary receivers there now out. 

Erpi is now tenanting the Par 
Astoria studio under prior arrange- 
ments which take into account 
Erpi’s large claim against Par of 
around $1,140,006. This claim and 
the financing by Erpi of a series of 
pictures at Astoria for release by 
Par will become a part of the gen- 
eral scheme to be worked out, it is 
said. 

The Seneca problem ig one of 
many requiring special attention 
from the Par trustees and their at- 
torneys. 

During the past week two steps 
were taken in connection with prop- 
erty behind the Criterion which 
was taken over several years ago 
when Par wanted to buil@ a big 
house on the site. An order was 
signed Thursday (17) by Referee 
Eichhorn authorizing the Par 
trustees to advance up to $12,500 as 
taxes on the Lenox hotel and for 
interest on a mortgage. 

Of this amount $2,400 goes to pay 
interest, the balance as taxes. At 
the same time trustees obtained a 
reduction on interest applying to 
the first mortgage and a cut from 
$150,000 to’ $100,000 of principal of 
the second mortgage. 


FOX TAKES 6 ERPI 
FILMS FOR ’35 RELEASE 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Deal whereby Fox will release 
features financed by Erpi, and made 
at the latter’s studios on either 
coast, is limited to six productions 
for the 1934-35 season, according to 
information here. 

Although the tie-in of Erpi with 
Fox Film is particularly strong, Sid- 
ney R. Kent is said to have placed 
a limit on the number of pictures 
coming from Erpi sources at six as 
he does not want to have too many 
outside pictures being saddled on 
the sales organization. 

















KENT’S COAST QUICKIE 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Sid Kent, prez of Fox Film, is 
expected to leave for New York 
around the latter part of the week. 
Expects to plane back. 


+ 


Syracue, N. Y., May 21. 

Tentative plans for the organe 
ization of a ninth major produce 
tion company ‘before the end of 
1934’ to give ‘clean’ film to ex. 
hibitors were drafted at two meet. 
ings held by Allied groups here last 
week. In session were the Allied 
directors from seven Atlantic Coast 
states and the New York State exe 
hibitor body. 

Whether the plans are trans- 
ferred into definite action rests with 
the result of a survey now being 
made both in the United States ana 
abroad by a committee headed by 
Edward Ansin, of Boston, Mass. 

‘If we get the right answer, we 
go into production this year,’ an-« 
nounced Sidney E. Samuelson, Al- 
lied president. Samuelson added 
that there was no intention of tak- 
ing over an existing producing or- 
ganization, and assured that ‘the fi- 
nancial backing for independent 
production will be there: when the 
time comes.’ 

Both sessions blasted block book- 
ing, screen ‘filth,’ the defects of the 
NRA, particularly as an agency for 
the improvement of screen morals, 
and the shortcomings of the Hays 
organization. The Motion Picture 
Research Council came in _ for 
praise, so, too, the various church 
organizations campaigning for 
clean films. 

Speakers at the meetings included 
Abram F. Myers, chairman of Al- 
lied’s board, and Nathan Yamins, of 
Fall River, Mass., president of New 
England independent exhibitors. 


Schaefer Warns 
On Organization 
Film Agitation 





Something should be done to im- 
press those womens’ clubs, civic or- 
ganizations, and church elements 
concerned with pictures the danger 
of permitting a interjection of in- 
tra-industry problems and prop- 
aganda motives. 

This is the admonition of George 
J. Schaefer, general manager of 
Paramount, who last week attended 
and spoke at a meeting of women’s 
clubs in Boston. His belief is that 
these groups may become an in- 
strument for those in the industry 
whose interest is rooted in picture 
politics and self aggrandizement. 

Schaefer told the Boston gather- 
ing that they should disassociate 
themselves with intra-industry 
problems and confine their efforts 
to the question of morals and 
standards of picture entertainment. 
His audience was not inclined to 
accept this suggestion, an attitude 
which was significant to Schaefer 
as to the headway which has been 
made in taking industry problems 
out of the hands of the industry and 
into the laps of organizations con- 
cerned with public interests. It is 
headed by the question of block 
booking, the subject of recent com- 
plaints from women’s organizations 
and others. 

The morals faction will evidently 
have to discover for itself, Schae- 
fer declares, the métives behind the 
propaganda which is being fed 
them. 


PAR ADVISORY BOARD 
MAY EXTEND TO 10 MEN 


Original plans to limit the na- 
tional advisory council of Par the- 
atre partners to six, have been al- 
tered to permit wider scope of rep- 
resentation. With selection of M. J. 
Mullin, representing New England 
partners, and M. E. Comerford for 
Pennsylvania, the board numbers 
seven, 

May be that the board will even- 
tually number nearer 10 and in- 
clude someone from the northwest, 








the Colorado-Utah territory and 
other portions of the south, which 
is thick with Par theatre partners. 
Likely John Friedl would be the 
rorthwost's choice and that Louis 
Mareus would represent the far 


west in such an event. 
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FILMS-CHURCH BATTLE NEAR 





F Foreclosure Trial on the Roxy, N. Y., 
Up May 28; Rothafel, Others Bid 


Foreclosure trial on the Roxy the- 
atre, N. Y., comes up before Federal 
Judge Francis Caffey on May 28. 
It is likely that at that time any 
reorganization plan which the bond- 
holders of the theatre may have 
under consideration will also be 
discussed. For the present there is 
no signed deal with anybody for 


. the spot, and it continues until 


further notice under Receiver How- 
ard S. Cullman, 

Cullman’s term expires June 15 
and if the hearing of the 28th re- 
solves into anything it still is pos- 
sible that Cullman’s tenure may be 
extended until an actual reorganiza- 


_tion gets an ultimate okay from 


the court. 

However, S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) 
is confident of landing the spot un- 
der a proposed reorganization plan. 
Certain of Roxy’s reps have been 
around the Radio City houses op- 
erated by RKO, lining up certain 
help to go with Roxy, and the date 
as stated to be handed these em- 
ployees is June 1. 

In the meantime, it also has been 
learned that Herbert L. Lubin, who 
has been on the financial promo- 
tion for Roxy, has been scouting 
downtown with banks relative to 
finances in connection with certain 
details of the proposed reorganiza- 
tion. Lubin, with one of the Chanin 
Brothers, is stated to have been 
looking over the Roxy theatre rela- 
tive to the Chanins doing some re- 
construction work on the spot. 
Understood that the Lubin-Chanin 
reconstruction angle is to do con- 
siderable repairs. These repairs if 
done on a cost-plus basis are stated 
to run around $200,000. 

Depends on Roxy 

Since no ‘papers have actually 
been signed on the proposal there 
is still the chance that one of the 
other bids for the theatre may ride 
in ahead of Roxy’s.own deal for 
the theatre. Much seems to hang 
on what kind of salary arrangement 
can be made with Rothafel himself. 
Newly proposed financial overseers 
of the theatre aim to hand Roxy a 
weekly salary of $500, plus stock, 
which may be issued in connection 
with the reorganization. 

The interests which Lubin and 
Rothafel are dealing with and ip 
which group the downtown firm of 
Hayden, Stone is interested, are 
ready to put up $1,300,000 for re- 
organization purposes. However, 
there still must be worked out 
whether this money goes ahead of 
the mortgage on the building, which 
runs around $4,000,000, and whether 
a@ moratorium, so-called, against 
foreclosure on the theatre in favor 
of the new financiers under con- 
ditions could be had. The idea is 
to protect the first mortgage bond- 
holders. Junior equity holders also 
have an interest of around $2,500,000. 

Meantime, Fanchon & Marco 
continue to operate the spot for 
Receiver Cullman, although they 
withdraw, regardless, Sail June 15. 


‘CLEAN FILM’ SPOTS CAN 
PICK THEIR PICTURES 


Exhibitors who will play only 
pictures recommended by public 
groups in their territory can forget 
all about block booking and go on 
an individual rental basis with ma- 
jor,s. anyway, for 1934. 

The Hays offic> makes such a 
pledge for its membership. It holds 
itself up as weary of exhibitor cries 
to women's organizations that they 
can’t show the pictures the people 
Want because Hays won't let ‘em. 

In the presence of a group of ex- 
hibs and women last week in Bos- 
ton, C. C. Pettijohn, Haysian right 
bower, took Allied Exhibitors’ gen- 
eral manager, Abram Myers, by 
Surprise with this declaration. But 
not an exhib in the room, includ- 
ing Myers’ lieutenant, Sid Samuel- 








son, would okay the idea of letting 
women in the neighborhoods oversee 
film bookings 
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RADIO’S SCHEDULE SET 


Depinet-Sisk Fly Back—Doyle Ar- 
rives Under Escort 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Radio's production schedule will 
probably be settled today (Monday), 
with Ned Depinet and Bob Sisk 
heading east by plane tomorrow. 

Ralph Doyle, Radio's general man- 
ager for Australia, arrived Saturday 
(19) by boat and will spend some 
time at the studio before going to 
Chicago for that company’s conven- 
tion June 18. 

Owing to the tumult caused by the 
longshoremen’s strike, studio sent 
three husky guards to escort Doyle 
through the danger zone. 


Say FWC, Others 
Held Off Films 
In $300,000 Suit 





Los Angeles, May 21. 

Charging conspiracy on the part 
of Fox-West Coast Theatres, Spyros 
and Charles Skouras, the _ three 
F-WC trustees in bankruptcy and 
all major distributing companies, 
to deprive the Parisian and Ravenna 
theatres of film product, H. W. and 
M. C. Chotiner, doing business as 


Chotiner Theatres, Ine., filed a 
$300,000 damage suit in U. S. Dis- 
trict Court here. 

This Federal court action is first 
filed against Fox-West Coast and 
major distribs since the Govern- 
ment launched a restraint of trade 
action in 1929, which terminated in 
the 1930 consent decree under 
which defendants have since been 
presumed to be functioning. 

Action, brought under the provi- 
sions of the Sherman-Clayton Anti- 
Trust act, asks that an alleged 
monopoly and restraint of inter- 
state trade and commerce be ad- 
judged illegal and in violation of the 
anti-trust act; that the defendants 
be enjoined from continuing to 
carry out the practices complained 
against; that mandatory injunction 
issue commanding and enjoining the 
defendants to lease to plaintiff a 
fair and just proportion of its prod- 
uct for suburban first-run exhibition 
in the plaintiff's houses; that a 
mandatory injunction issue com- 
manding and enjoining defendants 
to lease unto plaintiff their pictures 
for subsequent runs; that a man- 
datory injunction issue commanding 
and enjoining defendants to exhibit 
its motion picture films in plaintiff's 
theatres prior to exhibition in thea- 
tres in competition when the ad- 
mission charged is lower than the 
admission in plaintiff's theatres; 
that $10,000 be awarded plaintiff for 
attorney fees, and that plaintiff re- 


cover judgment against the defend- | 


ants in the sum of $300,000. 
Complaint charges that defend- 
ants are taking away from the 
Chotiner houses first run of product 
which they have had for years. 
Distributors are charged with 
permitting F-WC to run pictures 
ahead of the Parisian and Ravenna, 
although at a lower admission, and 
they are further charged with book- 
ing their feature product in such a 
manner that all F-WC houses in 
the western section of Los Angeles 
are enabled to play them before 
Chotiners get a chance at them. 





Cohn Pulling Out 


Harry Cohn, Columbia prez, back 
to the Coast the middle of this 
week, probably V 
Thursday. 

Cohn has 


been east setting his 





next season’s program 


Vednesday or | 


| co-operation the Fair drew from the 


PIX ANXIOUS T0 
WIN CATHOLIC OK 


But Meantime Reconciled 
to the Church’s Offensive 
on the Industry — To 
Propagandize for Local 
Parish Survey of Sundry 
Types of Pictures 





NRA SOLUTION? 





With a fuse extended and ready 
to touch off the morals issue with 
the NRA as soon as a properly 
drawn complaint is recorded with 
the Code Authority, the major in- 
dustry this week is launching its 
own defensive throughout the 
country for Hollywood. 

The Catholic situation is virtually 
in the stage of crisis. Major film- 
dom, according to spokesmen, is re- 
conciled to a battle with the 
Church. All it seeks, emissaries say, 
is an even break—that the Church 
recommend pictures which it does 
not ban. There are some film lead- 
ers who privately see a crusade of 
this kind as beneficial to the en- 
tire business and a certain wash- 
out, if judiciously and wisely con- 
ducted by the Church, for the dubi- 
ous in production. 

No ultimatum for a _ national 
Catholic stand has yet been reached. 
Bishops postponed their Cincinnati 
convention last week, where the 
picture campaign was to have been 
drafted. Formal reason given was 
that Bishop Cantwell of Hollywood 
could not be present with main 
facts he ranean production condi- 
tions. 

Another version for the postpone- 
ment heard in film political circles 
is that the Church leaders are de- 
bating what course to follow; that 
experiments with lists of objection- 
able pictures in various parts of the 
country so far have been involved 
and not sufficiently satisfactory for 

(Continued on page 21) 


WOMEN’S CLUBS ABROAD 
SLAP YANKEE FILMS 


Paris, May 21. 
American films came in for some 
rough handling at the current con- 
vention of the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs in Europe, held at 
the American Women’s Club here. 
Mrs. F. von Treschow, wife of the 
U. S. Consul General at Zagreb, 
Jungoslavia, complained to the 
others assembled that the Continent 
is being flooded with pictures that 
give a wrong impression of the 
United States. 











Just Asking 


They were discussing the 
office layout of the Rockefeller 
quarters on the 56th floor of 
the RCA building at Radio 
City. Among those present 
was John D. Rockefeller, 34d, 
son of John D., Jr., who spends 
much time in connection with 
the family investment in the 
R.C. Music Hill. 

It was suggested that the re- 
ception room be ‘impressive.’ 

‘Whom are we trying to im- 
press?’ asked John D., 3d. 


WANGER QUITS 
MG TO PROD. 
INDIES 


Hollywood, May 21, 
Walter Wanger obtained his re- 
lease as producer from Louis B. 
Mayer and leaves for New York 
Wednesday (23) after setting 
himself in as an indie pic maker. 
In New York he plans to confer 
with his attorney, Nathan Burkan, 
on the indie project. End of this 
week he intends to sail to Europe 
to negotiate for stories and players 
now employed in London pictures, 
Plans returning to Hollywood 
around Aug. 15 to put his organiza- 
tion into operation to make pix for 
a major release. 
Wanger made seven films during 
the two years he was at Metro. He 
previously was at Columbia for a 














year. He was an exec at Par for 
10 years. 
Wanger has closed negotiations 


with Gardin Layton, in London, for 
rights to his novel ‘There Goes the 
Groom.’ Wanger also obtained a 
60-day option on ‘Sir Humphrey,’ 
by Austin Murdock. 

Production will be either in New 
York or on the Coast. 





Barney Glazner Does 6 
Under New Par Pact 


Hollywood, May 21. 

With a month to go on his current 
associate producer contract, Barney 
Glazer draws a new pact from Par- 
amount to start at the expiration of 
the present one. 

New 27>-ement is for a year, call- 
ing for the supervision of a mini- 
mum of six pictures during that 
term. 














Chicago, May 21. 


Picture companies and Mayor 
Kelly have settled their dispute 
over the censorship of newsreels 


with the mayor easing up on the 
| slicing of the reels by censorship 





| supervision in view of the squawks 
for freedom of the press. 

Newsreel question was brought to 
a head by the leading Chicago mer- 
chants and the World’s Fair of- 
ficials, both groups asking the 
mayor to co-operate with the pic- 
|} ture companies in the matter of 
| newsreel censorship. World's Fair 
was particularly interested in the 
question in view of the tremendous 





able semi-annually. 
earnings in 





newsreel outfits in 1933 


Chi Mayor Eases News Censorship 
On Merchants; 


Expo Intervention 





M. G Gives Each Supe One Pic to 
Combat Indies on Dual Bills 


+ 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Metro, in setting tentatively 10 
pictures each to be made for less 
than half the usual cost, has 
notified each supervisor to find one 
yarn and turn in a film as near the 
$100,000 mark as possible. Metro 
plans to be able to compete on the 
lower sides of dual bills with inde- 
pendents. 

Most of the material forming the 
basis of the cut-rate productions 
are to be remakes of former si- 
lents, thus saving an original yarn 
buy. 

First two yarns chosen didn't 
work, however. ‘Excess Baggage’ 
was started for the bargain route, 
but was discarded after it was de- 
cided that the new theme for the 
stage play, a radio station, was cur- 
rently too common in pictures. 

Other one, ‘Four Walls,’ reached 
the final script stage only to have 
the execs figure that the yarn of- 
fered bigger possibilities. 


COOPER WILL DO 
2 FOR RADIO 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Merian C. Cooper late Saturday 
(19) signed a deal whereby he will 
make two pictures for Radio next 
season. Both are to be specials, the 
first to be ‘Last Days of Pompeii.’ 
At the same time Cooper abdicated 
his position as vice-president in 
charge of production and relin- 
quished all claims to a participation 
in the profits on the entire studio 
output. 

Studio heads wanted Cooper to 
make four this year and eight for 
'35-'36, but he declined to commit 
himself to more than the duo. 

Cooper sailed for Hawaii yester- 
day (Sunday) to bring his family 
back, and then expects to make a 
trip to Italy for research and back- 
ground material, putting the pro- 
duction into work about Sept. 1. 

Deal for the two pictures is un- 
derstood to be in the neighborhood 
of $50,000 plus participation in the 
profits. 


UA’S LONDON FILMS’ 
DEAL FOR 16 PICTURES 


Steven Pallos, general sales man- 
ager of London Films, in New York 
over the week-end, concluded a new 
deal for his company with United 
Artists for 16 pictures. Deal also 
gives London definite entry into the 
United Artists family as a distinct 
and separate production unit with 
complete UA unit privileges. 

Terms of the deal permit London 
Films to pick its own films for pro- 
duction and exercise its own judg- 
ment on stars and other talent. 
United Artists agrees to distribute 
all the pictures thus produced 
throughout the world, with the ex- 
ception of Canada, where London 
has a distributing deal with Regal 

















COL. PIX’S 9-MONTH NET 
EXCEEDS ALL OF *32-’33 


Unofficial accounts have 
bia Pictures’ earnings for the first 
nine months of the current fiscal 
year exceeding the 12 months’ net 
of the company for 1933. Company 
on Friday (18) declared a 25c¢ quar- 
terly dividend, first since fall of 
1931, plus a 5% stock dividend pay- 
Company's | 
1933 wer handed | 
iround $750,000. 


Colum- 





That 25¢c dividend is payable on] 
167,885 shares of common stock on | 
July 2, to holders of record June 
15 Stock dividend payable Aug..2 


Films. 

London Films is now in active 
production in London on ‘Exit Don 
Juan’, starring Douglas Fairbanks. 
Picture will be completed in about 
three weeks, with ‘The Scarlet 
Pimpernel’ to follow. 

London Films is a separate cor- 
poration, UA having no actual 
financial interest in it. Stock is 
owned by Alexander Korda, com- 


pany’s active head: Pallos, one of 
its organizers, Douglas Fairbanks, 
Charles Laughton ind Ladislaw 


Biro Joseph M. Schenck has no 


stock interest in the company. 


Immediately on completion of the 
terms, Pallos left Sunday (30) for 
Washington, where he will spend a 
few days before going on to Canada 
for confabs with the Canadian dis- 
tributors of his pix 
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Amusement Stocks Stage Late Rally 


In Dullest Market Week of Year 


eee ail + 
> . 
Market crawled to new low in Yesterday om Prices 

volume today (Monday), when only a 
mn : Net 
380,000 shares changed hands. ei. ee 
Smallest volume in 10 years. East- 500 Col. Piet 20% A A +1% 
man Kodak registered new high at on a woe: 96. 944 96% . 
96%, up 2% points, on news that 3.600 Gen. Elec.. 20% 19% 204+ % 

> had won patent suit in 1,500 Loew's ... 31% 30% 31% + % 
ay ~ lly 900 Par ctfs... 4% 4% 4%4— % 
U. S. Supreme Court. Case was that 3.000 RCA ..... 7% 7% T+ % 

No a ‘ F nds rg . Yay 400 RKO ..... 2% 2% 2% 
of Eastman Kodak against Gray. 2300 W. B..... 4 5m OG 
Radio common and Preferred B BONDS 
shares slightly higher on report that $1,000 Loew's ...100 100 100 . 
Radio Corp. of America had won its 7,000 P-F-L .... 51 50% 50% — % 
- y= & r Cc t 4,000 Do ctfs.. 49 49 49 + % 
patent case in U. S. Supreme Court. 12'000 Par-Pub .. 51 50% 50% —1% 
Litigation was between Radio Corp. 15,000 W. B..... 5: 58% 58% — % 
and Radio Engineering Laboratories CURB 
’ ‘or 

over validity of patents covering 1,400 Tech. ..... % 9% 9%%+ % 


oscillating audion and feed back cir- 
euit devices. Courts previously up- 
held De Forest patents. 

Whole market executed an about 
face last Thursday (17) on short 
covering and latest silver news from 
Washington front, thereby halting 
a further decline and enabling 
numerous issues to close the week 
with gains. Amusement stocks were 
not backward in reversing the trend 
and, aided late in week by favorable 
news, made an excellent recovery. 
However, most issues of this group 
had not dropped off as badly as 
many industrials and did not have 
far to come back. 

Dow-Jones Industrial averages 
definitely penetrated the 90-92 level 
on Monday (14) when averages 
touched 89.17 before snapping back. 
Industrial averages, largely as a re- 
sult of a rally on Thursday, closed 
Saturday (19) at 95.13, up 2.91 points 
from previous Saturday. VARIETY’S 
unweighted averages for amuse- 
ment group were uD 1.29 points from 
previous Saturday, 12 representative 
issues in group finishing at 21.87. 
Group never dropped below last 
week’s low mark and managed later 
in week to hit 22.50. Only dis- 
couraging factor was big drop in 
volume as compared with other 
weeks, but this was true of whole 
market. In fact, it proved to be 
dullest week thus far this year. Less 
than 300,000 shares were traded Sat- 
urday. 

Although wheat and other grains 
showed strength most of week, stock 
market had virtually only one cheer- 
ful day—Thursday. News that 
Roosevelt had given in partially to 
silverites in Congress was met with 
considerable indifference at start of 
Thursday’s market. Later in day, 
with silver and smelting issues lead- 
ing way, whole market became 
active on _ upside. Considerable 
short covering aided bullish senti- 
ment. Many had considered market 
was overdue for a sharp technical 
rally and short traders wore quick 
to realize this fact and cover. 
Numerous long traders had been 
run out of the smelting stocks 
Wednesday, and it was easy to boost 
these the following day when more 
definite silver news came from 
Washington. Biggest net gain was 
made by U. S. Smelting, which ran 

(Continued on page 21) 


PARKING, PRIZES, ETC., 
NIXED BUT CHINA OK 


San Francisco, May 21. 

Cash, gratis parking, script, 
prizes and advertising shows were 
struck in a decision handed down 
by the grievance board of the Code 
Authority against Irving Ackerman 
of the Casino theatre this week, 
when he was ordered to desist from 
such practices. 

The giving of chinaware as a 
premium with purchased tickets, 
however, was okayed by the board 
in the complaint brought against 
Ackerman by Dan Markowitz of 
the Pompeii and M. L. Markowitz 
of the Davies, both subsequent 
run downtown houses like the Ca- 
sino. 

The decision was handed down 
at last Thursday’s meeting, and 
the Casino ordered to immediately 
stop. 








FOR MADY CHRISTIANS 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Mady Christians, recently given a 
contract at Metro, will have the 
name part in ‘Wicked Woman’ as 
her first. 

The spot had been given variously 
to several contractees on the lot 
at different times. Charles Brabin 
ig set to direct it. 














WB’S REGIONAL SALES 
CONCLAVES; 60 FOR °35 


A total of 60 features and 130 
shorts is the Warner Bros. schedule 
for 1934-’35 to be announced con- 
current with several regional sales 
conventions, decided on in prefer- 
ence to one large conclave as in 
previous years. 

Regional meets will probably be 
followed by a country-wide series 
of trade showings at exchange 
points for exhibitors, a _ policy 
adopted last year. Quite likely WB 
each year will hold two such trade 
showings for buyers and exhibitors, 
one in the early fall when new win- 
ter product is ready, another in the 
spring for later releases. 

First of the series of sales con- 
ventions to be held for Warner peo- 
ple only will be in Montreal May 28 
and 29, second at Atlantic City, 
June 4 and 5. Dates for similar 
meets in the west and south will be 
set by Grad Sears on his return 
from Chicago. 

Sales policies will be formulated 
at the regionals, including whether 
WB again is to insist on percent- 
age contracts only and an admis- 
sion minimum of 15c. Believed 
that both these departures will be 
continued. 


More Than 507 of 906 
C. A. Fees Not Yet Paid 


With over half of the $90,000 ex- 
hibitor assessments due in the first 
half of 1934 unpaid Monday (21) 
(the deadline set by the NRA) the 
Code Authority of the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry this week is taking 
steps to haul delinquents on the 
carpets of grievance boards through- 
out the country. 

Boards are being instructed to in- 
vestigate some 3,500 theatres which 
so far have failed to do their bit. 
Of these several hundred have al- 
ready complained to the C. A. about 
unfair classification on the assess- 
ment role, 

At the same time the C. A. has 
decided to allocate charges among 
all producers and distributors on a 
flat basis, rather than a percentage 
of the gross done by each. 


Schlaiffer’s Duties at 
UA Will Be Divided 


United Artists 











will appoint no 
successor to L. J. Schlaiffer for the 
time being at least. Schlaiffer’s 
duties as divisional sales chief un- 
der Al Lichtman will be divided at 
the home office. 

Schlaiffer stepped out of UA last 
week. He joined the company about 
a year ago when J. R. Grainger 
went into U as general sales man- 
ager, succeeding him there. 


GABE YORKE TO H.O. 


Westwood, May 21. 
Gabe Yorke leaves tomorrow 
(Tuesday) for New York. 
Will attend the Fox convention 
opening May 30. 


LOUIS COHEN EAST 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Louis N. Cohen, Fanchon & Mar- 
co realty head, accompanied by his 
brother, Harry, suddenly left for 
New York Friday night (18). 








MULL FOX STORIES 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Julian Johnson has left for New 
York to confab with home office 
execs on the stories for the new 
year at Fox. 





No Gang Stuff 


Culver City, May 21. 

Metro has optioned ‘Hide-Out,’ 
story dealing with reformation of a 
gangster, but picture will be minus 
any of usual gang film stuff. Robert 
Montgomery, who stars, has been 
summoned from his eastern farm. 

W. S. Van Dyke directs the yarn, 
which is by Mauri Grashin. 








Lou Sagal Remains 
Poli-N. E. Operator 
For Loew; Shaw Asst. 


New Haven, May 21. 

Report that Lou Sagal would be 
out of Poli with Loew's assumption 
of operating control of the New 
England circuit is contrary to 
Loew’s intentions. No shakeup is 
in the offing or intended. Sagal re- 
mains as general manager. Loew’s 
officially assumed operation last 
week, 

N. L. Nathanson, of Canada and 
A. C. Blumenthal are financial part- 
ners of Loew's in Fox-N. E. Under 
the Fox-N. E. operating control of 
Poli’s, the former firm guarantees 
5% interest on the first mortgage 
bonds on the Poli theatres. First 
mortgage amounts roughly to 
around $6,900,000. Interest on sec- 
ond mortgage of about the same 
amount will be paid as earned. 

It was this position as guarantor 
that impelled Loew’s mostly to as- 
sume operation presently rather 
than wait until the fall, as was first 
planned, according to accounts. S. 
Z. Poli holds a majority of the 
bonds. He stays in the picture to- 
gether with Sagal, who mostly rep- 
resents Poli. Gene Rodney, assist- 
ant executive of the circuit under 
Sagal, will probably leave the or- 
ganization. 

Harry Shaw is assistant general 
manager under Sagal. A. J. Vanni, 
nephew of Poli, continues in charge 
of booking, and Earle Wright, pres- 
ent house manager of local Poli’s, 
will head circuit publicity. New 
manager of Poli’s so far not picked. 


CHAS. R. ROGERS LIKELY 
REMAINS PAR PRODUCER 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Charles R. Rogers has been given 
an extension of time on his Para- 
mount contract to clean up cutting 
of two pictures and other details 
before winding up his present Par 
deal. Contract otherwise would 
have been over tomorrow (Tuesday). 
Likely Rogers will prolong his stay 
at Par. 

He leaves around June 15 for New 
York by way of the canal for a va- 
cation and to talk over his next pro- 
duction spot, which is not set. 

Rogers completed nine features 
in the past year. ‘Here Comes the 
Groom’ and ‘The Great Flirtation’ 
are the last two, now being edited. 


Warblers Vs. Rosy 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Singers Guild of Hollywood and 
vicinity has sent a petition to 
President Roosevelt urging dismis- 
sal of Sol A. Rosenblatt, as Divi- 
sional Administrator of the picture 
code, 

Singers charge Rosenblatt has 
been unfair in his dealing with them 
and that he is incompetent to fill 
the position. 




















Dunlop’s Year Up 


After spending a year on the 
Coast in the interests of the Para- 
mount trustees, John A. Dunlop re- 
turned to New York, Friday (18). 
He’s from the law firm of Root, 
Clark, Buckner & Ballantine. 

Dunlop went west shortly after 
Par’s bankruptcy, principally to 
straighten the badly tangled situa- 
tion between Fox-West Coast and 
Par as concerned seven Pacific 
Coast Par houses under lease to 
F-Wwc. 





Monogram’s Convention 


Cincinnati, May 21. 

Monogram Pictures will conven- 
tion here June 1-2. Huddles and a 
banquet will be held in the Nether- 
land Plaza. 

William Onie and Chick Wein- 
berg, of the local Mono exchange, 
in charge. 





3B 


Industry’s Rebuttal to Darrow 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Week May 25 
Paramount—'‘Little 
Marker’ (Par) (2d week). 
Capitol—‘Sadie McKee’ 
(MG) (2d week). 
Strand—‘Upper World’ (WB) 
(23). 
Rialto — ‘Hollywood Party’ 
(MG) (24). 
Roxy—‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox). 
Music Hall—‘Where Sinners 
Meet’ (RKO) (24). 
Rivoli—‘Murder at the Van- 
ities’ (Par) (2d week). 
Week June 1 


Paramount — ‘Many 
Returns’ (Par). 

Capitol—‘Viva Villa’ (MG). 

Strand—‘The Key’ (WB) 
(29). 

Rialto — ‘Hollywood Party’ 
(MG) (2d week). 


Miss 





Happy 


Roxy—‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox) 
(2d week). 
Music Hall—‘Little Man, 
What Now? (U) (31). 
Rivoli—‘Sorre] and Son’ (UA). 
$2 Pictures 


‘House of Rothschild’ (United 
Artists) Astor (llth week). 











HARRY J. BROWN’S 1ST 
AT WB, ‘CAPT. BLOOD’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Harry Joe Brown up 
seven years as an associate in film 
production with Charles. R. Rogers 
and departed yesterday (Sunday) 
for Honolulu on five weeks’ vaca- 
tion. He reports July 2 at War- 

ners to assume a producer job. 
First picture for Brown at War- 
ners is to be ‘Captain Blood,’ pirate 


story, in which studio will spot a 
cluster of stars. Brown took along 
a lot of material to read while in 
Honolulu. 

Sally Eilers (Mrs. Brown) and 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Bren are ac- 
companying him. Other picture 
people on the boat are Merian C. 
Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. Hobart Hen- 
ley, Rosika Dolly and Irving Net- 
cher. 





wound 





Crawford Treats for Lew 


Brown at Paramount 


Bobby Crawford, prez of DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, music pub 
firm, heads for the Coast Tuesday 
(22) on a film deal in behalf of Lew 
Brown. 

Brown may land on the Para- 
mount lot as a musical unit filmer. 





New Coast Contracts 


Walter Kingsford heads for 
Hollywood June 18 to report at 
Paramount under a term contract. 
He starts in ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ 
recreating his original stage role. 

Kingsford was signed through the 
Bestry - Meyers - Romm - Scheuing 
agency. Same agency has also 
placed Robert Allen and James 
Blakely with Columbia starting 
June 1. 
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Benjamin F. Holtzman. 
Hy Daab. 

Alex and Peggy Oumansky. 
Mr. and Mrs. William Raynor. 
Harry Cohn, 

Jack Benny. 

Mary Livingstone. 

Arthur S. Lyons. 

Jean Sargent. 

Frank Parker. 

Bert Wheeler. 

Bobby Crawford. 

Sid Skolsky. 

Harry Revel. 

Mack Gordon. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


George K. Bacheller. 
Maury Cohen, 
Joe Schnitzer. 
Julian Johnson. 
Sam Harrison . 
Walter Wanger. 
Gabe Yorke. 

S. R. Kent. 
Louis N. Cohen. 
Harry Cohen. 
Charlie Judels. 


+ een 


Major filmdom this week has an 
answer for each of the 10 points 
credited as being urged by Clarenee 
Darrow to reform the industry’s 
Blue Eagle. . 


There is some justification, the 
majors concede, for Darrow’s ree- 
ommendation deleting hook-up of 
shorts and features in sales polie 
cies. Majors, however, strongly 
contest the point holding that dis« 
tributors are within their rights on 
the matter of dictating admissions 
in leasing. 

They inform 
fourth pcint is well taken; 
there is no ban against 
featuring in the code as it 
written. 

The indies are complaining about 
major domination and yet they 
would dominate the boards them- 
selves. The power, in order to be 
justly distributed, should be evenly 


Darrow that his 
that 
double« 


is now 


distributed. Such is the reply to 
point five, which would reorganize 
grievance and zofing boards and 


place the indies in control: 

It’s just none of their business; 
it’s strictly the distributors right. 
That’s how point six is answered. 
This would outlaw distribution 
rights to specify playdates for 
films leased on percentage deals. 

‘That demand is pure anarchy,’ 


major spokesmen reply t. point 
seven, which would lift the time 
limit for filing complaints. Time 


is the very life of the business, they 
hold, because it denotes the run 
and is consequently the picture’s 
biggest asset. 

On the matter of opening code 
privileges to all, whether they have 
signed the Eagle or not, majors 
take the position that such %!s 
strictly up to the NRA. 

Block booking is next in line. The 
majors hold that if any one can 
present a system to supplant the 
block they will listen gladly. Dars 
row would have a commission fore 
mulate a substitute. 

There is no open comment on thé 
tenth point, which is reported to 
deal with the removal of Sol Ros< 


enblatt as administrator. Film 
leaders feel there is no need for 
eomment, that Rosey’s record 


speaks for itseif. 


WB B’klyn Studio Starts 
Again; Added Manpower 


With Sam Sachs again in charge 
of Warners’ Brooklyn Vitaphone stu- 
dio, several new contracts were is 
sued last week, including the sign 
ing of Lloyd French as director, 
French formerly directed comedies 
for Radio on the Coast. He starts 
at Warners with the first of @ se- 
ties of seven Ben Blue two-reelers, 

Writers added are Justin Her« 
man’ and Royal King Cole and &@ 
songwriting team, Sanford Green 
and Jack Manus. 








RKO R’C’V’R’S REPORT 


Slated for Filing Today (Tuesday) 
—Affiliates’ Net Profits 








Irving Trust, as receiver for RKO, 
was to have filed its report with 
the Federal Court today (Tuesday), 
Report comes after RKO already 
has reported net earnings for the 
first quarter of the current fiscal 
year of more than $400,000 and 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum and the B, 
F. Keith company aggregately have 
reported around $268,000 net for the 
quarter ended March 31, 1934. Latw 
ter figures are before federal in« 
come tax provisions. The receivers* 
report will show certain economies 
in overhead achieved during the 
past year, mostly in the conducting 
of the RKO Service Corp. 





Metro’s ‘Sixteen’ 


London, May 12. 

Metro has purchased the picturé 
rights to ‘Sixteen,’ drama now cure 
rent at the Criterion, paying $20,000 
for the screen privilege. 

Piece was originally produced for 
a fortnight at the Embassy, after 
which Alban B. Limpus brought i 
to the Criterion. 


LAEMMLE EAST ON SALES 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Carl Laemmle leaves for New 
York next Friday (25) for sales con- 
fab accompanied by Joe Weil and 





Jack Ross. 
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~ DARROW’S ATTACK: NRA 


+ 





WHAT DARROW 
WANTS, ROSY 
RAZZES 


Washington, May 21. 

Principal recommendations of the 
Darrow report involve: 

1. Setting up a new Code Au- 
thority with equal representation 
for majors, indies and the public. 

2. Formulation of a new system 
of film distribution to supplant 
block booking and to provide ‘the 
right to buy.’ A commission of 
industry members would be ap- 
pointed to accomplish this objec- 
tive. 

3. Elimination of trade practice 
clauses giving producers and dis- 
tributors control over the manner 
in which their films are displayed. 

4. Complete changes in composi- 
tion of both Clearance-and-Zoning 
and Grievance boards to give indies 
topheavy majorities and domination 
of all activities. 

Considering the Darrow recom- 
mendations on their ‘merits,’ Ro- 
senblatt concluded the findings are 
based on: 

1. Flagrant misinterpretations of 
the provisions of the code. 

2. False, unsworn statements of 
a few discredited complaining wit- 
nesses. 

3.. Misstatement and deliberate 
evasion of rulings made by the 
eourts., 

4. Bias and prejudice of the 
boards’ members resulting from an 
ex parte hearing or from precon- 
ceived notions, 

5. Sympathy for the ‘chiseler’ 
end ‘kicker’ who for selfish reasons 
seeks to destroy the National Re- 
covery Program. 

6. Anticipated fears and fore- 
bodings actually disproven by past 
and present conduct. 

7. Ludicrous counter - proposals 
which are completely oblivious to 
the reality of the situation. 

‘Small Group of Kickers’ 

Contrasting attention to industry 
matters paid by the NRA and the 
INRRB, Rosy observed that conclu- 
sions of the Darrow report were 
founded on ‘ex parte presentation 
by a small minority of kickers’ and 
the evidence consisted of statements 
by ‘a few discredited and dis- 
gruntied witnesses, some of whom 
have been found guilty by the Su- 
preme Court of New York of being 
violators of the code provisions with 
respect to labor, and who, it will be 
demonstrated later, brazenly mis- 
stated facts.’ 

‘Flagrant misstatements of fact 
were anxiously devoured by the Re- 
view Board, ex parte accusations 
were accepted as the solemn truth 
despite volumes of testimony at 
hand to disprove them. Prejudice 
and factionalism were poured into 
the ears of the board and were ac- 
cepted in lieu of the impartial find- 
ings of months of investigation 
made by the National Recovery Ad- 
ministration,’ Rosenblatt informed 
Johnson. 


What NRRB No Like 


Washington, May 21. 

Trade practice provisions held ob- 
jJestionable by Darrow Board of Re- 
viewer include: 

1. Specified play-date clause. 

2.. Forcing of shorts. 

%. Fixed admission prices. 

4. Provision permitting exhibitors 
to outlaw double features. 

5. Cancellation percentage allow- 
ance. 

Specific changes were urged to 
@orrect each of these situations. 

Contending that evidence shows 
that certain exhibs have been com- 
pelled to buy so many shorts they 
cannot use them, the Review Board 
held that the clause permitting dis- 
tributors to require theatre oper- 
ators to buy a certain proportion of 
Short subjects and newsreels in 
order to obtain features is a hard- 
Ship on producers of shorts as well 
as exhibs. Recommending deletion 
of the present article on this sub- 
Ject, the report suggested adoption 
of an amendment specifying that ‘no 
distributor shall require as a condi- 
tion of entering into a contract for 
the licensing of the exhibition of 














Washington, May 21. 

Complete overhauling of the film 
code and transfer of amusement 
pacts from the jurisdiction of Divi- 
sional Administrator Sol A. Rosen- 
blatt are demanded and bitterly op- 
posed in the cat-and-dog fight over 
alleged NRA _ encouragement of 
monopolies, President Roosevelt re- 
vealed Sunday night (20) by pub- 
lishing the long-awaited Clarence 
Darrow report and a sizzling re- 
sponse from the NRA. 


With the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion torn by almost unprecedented 
factional warfare over economic and 
political policies, the fate of the film 
pact remains in grave doubt. Re- 
covery Administrator Johnson has 
expressed complete confidence in 
Rosenblatt, however, and denounced 
Darrow's attacks on the film pact 
authors. Rosy will continue ‘+o 
supervise administration of the pic- 
ture agreement, Johnson announced 
Friday (18). 

Unrivaled bitterness, reaching 
the point of libel and slander on 
occasions, has been provoked by 
Darrow’s National Recovery Review 
Board's efforts to solve the problem 
of the ‘little fellow’ and prevent 
monopolies and oppression under 
NRA trade agreements. The famed 
Darrow report, which President 
Roosevelt first tried to pigeonhole 
and then to censor, saw daylight in 
full text yesterday, accompanied by 
replies from the caustic pens of 
Johnson, Rosenblatt and NRA 
Counsel Donald R. Richberg. 

Calling for socialization of all 
American industry as the only 
means of correcting evils of compe- 
tition under the profit system, the 
Darrow report insists upon im- 
mediate scrapping of the entire 
NRA and repudiation of the funda- 
mental policies espoused by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. The Review Board’s 
suggestions brought from Johnson 
a blistering declaration that accept- 
ance of the report on the means to 
prevent monopolies and oppression 
of small business would require the 
American people to embrace either 
Communism or Fascism. 


ATTACK ROSY, RICHBERG 


CHAMPIONS DEPUTY ADM. 


By far the most heated attack 
unloosed by the Darrow outfit was 
directed at Rosenblatt and the pic- 
ture code, but also the most vigor- 
ous counter-attack came from Rosy 
with the complete support of John- 
son and Richberg. 

Opening the general discussion of 
the film agreement, the Darrow 
board charged that: 

‘Monopolistic practices in this in- 
dustry are bold and aggressive and 
its small enterprises are cruelly op- 
pressed.’ 

The principal point still at issue 
concerns the Review Board tactics 
which were fiercely denounced by 
all NRA executives and also were 
bitterly assailed by John F. Sinclair, 
Review Board member, who sub- 
mitted a minority report and offered 
President Roosevelt his resignation 
in protest against t’ » one-sided in- 
vestigations on which the report 
was based. 

‘The Code of Fair Competition for 
the Motion Picture Industry as ap- 
proved on Nov. 27, 1933, is designed 
to eliminate and oppress small en- 
terprises engaged in the motion pic- 
ture industry and tends to discrimi- 
nate against them. The code, as at 
present drawn, is designed to pro- 
mote a monopoly in the motion pic- 
ture industry in behalf of the large 
producers and_ distributors,’ the 
Darrow report informed the Presi- 
dent. 

‘The code is of incalculable bene- 
fit to the small enterpri-es of the 
industry and affords great relief 
from the monopolistic « ‘fects of the 
copyright laws and other property 
rights which give legal advantages 
of an oppressive character to large 





motion pictures that the exhibitor 
contract also for the licensing of 
short subjects and newsreels.’ 
Charging the board with being ig- 
norant of weeks of negotiation on 
this feature of the document, Rosen- 
blatt replied that the clause ‘was a 
concession wrung from the dis- 
tributors and producers who insist- 
ed that they had the right to sell 
their product as they saw fit in ac- 
cordance with their individual sales 
judgment,’ and declared that the 
present provision (‘affords relief 
which even the courts have been 





unable to give.’ 


enterprises, which they are required 
under the code to forego to a con- 
siderable extent,’ retorte. the NRA 
in a statement prepared by Counsel! 
Donald R. Richberg. 

Chief items in controversy be- 
tween the NRA and the NRRB are: 

1. Composition o. the Code Au- 
thority and subsidiary boards; ad- 
ministration of the code. 

2. Trade practice provisions. 

3. Block booking and the right 
to buy. 


DARROW BOARD WOULD 


PLACE INDIES ON TOP 


Amendments stipulated by the 
Reviewers to prevent major domi- 
nation would have the effect of en- 
tirely changing the balance of power 
and putting independent exhibitors 
in the driver's seat. Overhauling 
of the Code Authority and both 
Grievance and Clearance-and-Zon- 
ing Boards, as well as sweeping 
changes in trade practice clauses, 
is urged to equalize economic 
strength of the two factions. 


The question of Rosenblatt's 
fitness to supervise the film code 
brought almost libelous expressions 
from both the NRRB and the NRA, 
with the Divisional Administrator 
writing an exhaustive defense of his 
position and launching a vitriolic 
counter-attack on his critics in both 
the industry and the Darrow or- 
ganization. 


‘Because of the defiance by the 
Deputy Administrator of this board 
and because of testimony to the 
effect that he is prejudiced against 
independent producers, distributors 
and exhibitors in the industry, this 
board recommends that the Deputy 
Administrator in charge of the Mo- 
tion Picture Code be removed from 
all connection with the Motion Pic- 
ture Code and another Deputy An- 
ministrator appointed,’ wrote the 
Darrow board. 


GEN. JOHNSON ENDORSES 
ROSY AS ‘PUBLIC-SPIRITED’ 


Whereupon Gen. Hugh 8. John- 
son shot back that the Review 
Board ‘impugns the motives of the 
Divisional Administrator in the 
Motion Picture Code because he for- 
merly worked for an attorney who 
has clients in that field and it asks 
his removal. Nobody here has ren- 
dered more public-spirited, disin- 
terested and intelligent service than 
this Divisional Administrator,’ 
stated Johnson. 

‘There was no defiance and there 
is no prejudice. The report, even 
after distorting the minutes before 
it, was unable to offer a word of 
justification in support of its charges. 
It is vacuous, unfair, biased and 
prejudiced, and does not even make 
a pretense that ita conclusion was 
arrived at upon any facts,’ retorted 
Rosenblatt. 

Almost the same intensity of feel- 
ing was reflected im charges and 





defenses written about the Code 
Authority by the two disputing 
parties. Darrow assailed the C.A. 
as not concerned about the indies; 
Rosy replied that actions speak 
louder than words. 

Probably the most sweeping rec- 
ommendation submitted to Prest- 
dent Roosevelt by the Review Board 
pertains to block booking, a sub- 
ject on which the Darrow crowd 
admits it entertains ‘definite ideas.’ 
The Reviewers, basing their legal 
stand on testimony submitted by 
Abram F. Myers of Allied to the 
effect that this practice hag been 
condemned by Federal courts on 
various occasions, declare that pro- 
tests against the system appear to 
‘have merit.’ 

A special investigation of dis- 
tribution problems and preparation 
of amendments to the code solving 
this problem are urged by the Dar- 
row board. Noting that ‘the active 
co-operation of the industry as a 
whole is necessary to the correction’ 
of the asserted evil, the Reviewers 
propose a code amendment setting 
up a committee of nine industry 
members to investigate the matter 
and report not later than Aug, 1. 

This commission, financed by the 
Code Authority, would include two 
producers and two distributors and 
four independent theatre owners. 
The producer-distributor members 
would be picked by major members 
of the C. A. and the indie repre- 
sentatives by unaffiliated C. A. mem- 
bers, with the proviso that if the 
latter group cannot reach @ unani- 
mous agreement the indie commis- 
sion posts shall be filled by Clarence 
Darrow. The eight industry mem- 
bers would elect a ninth to serve as 
chairman, with the Chairman of the 





Federal Trade Commission author- 


ized to make the selection in case 
of a deadlock. 

‘The said committee shall study 
the questions of the right to buy 
films in free and open competition, 
and block booking, and shall submit 
a report to the Code Authority and 
the President of the United States 
suggesting provisions to be included 
in the code governing these two 
questions,’ the Darrow-sponsored 
amendment stipulates. 

Failure of the committee to make 
up its mind by Aug. 1 would result 
automatically in insertion in the 
code of articles declaring ‘it shall 
be an unfair method of competition 
to deny to any exhibitor the right 
to buy in free and open competition 
whatever run or runs of pictures 
he requires’; and specifying that ‘no 
distributor shall require as a con- 
dition of entering into a contract 
for the licensing of feature motion 
pictures that the exhibitor shall 
contract for or lease any feature 
pictures as a condition to the op- 
portunity to lease all «-r a portion 
of the remaining feature pictures 
produced or distributed by said pro- 
ducer or distributor during any 
stated period of time.’ 

Remarking ironically that in the 
short time the Reviewers listened 
to ‘a one-sided complaint,’ they 
reached conclusions not only on 
contents of the code but matters 
omitted from the pact, Rosy sailed 
into this complicated scheme with 
the explanation that ‘The omission 
of these subjects from the code was 
the result of careful consultation 
with the legal division of the Na- 
tional Recovery Administration and 
upon the advice of the Division of 
Economic Research and Planning.’ 


REVIEW BOARD IGNORANT 
BLOCK BOOKING IS LEGAL 


The Divisional Administrator also 
pointed out that the Review Board 
had ‘benignedly ignored’ the de- 
cision of the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals for the second circuit in the 
case of Federal Trade Commission 
vs. Paramount, in which the prac- 
tice of block booking was held to 
be a fair means of competition. 

Emphasis was laid by both Rosy 
and Richberg on the scant atten- 
tion given to intricate industry mat- 
ters by the Darrow organization and 
the one-sided nature of testimony, 
and the NRA officials sternly con- 
demned the Review Board’s rejec- 
tion of an exhaustive and con- 
vincing brief filed by seven major 
producers in which not only com- 
plaints but also the code and the 
history of block booking were thor- 
oughly discussed and analyzed. 

The code was promulgated follow- 
ing 1,200 hours of work in drafting, 
conferring, studying and revising 
proposals, and the hearing of 206 
witnesses, the NRA execs empha- 
sized, while the Review Board re- 
port was based on unsworn testi- 
mony of only 21 of 7,500 theatre 
operators and followed but 14 hours 
and 20 minutes of investigation into 
industry matters. 

‘The board acted solely on the 
basis of a disorderly mess of un- 
sworn and largely false testimony 
of a few malcontents (many of them 
discredited by previously illegal 
practices), covering only eight out 
of 288 subdivisions of the code,’ 
Richberg snorted, ‘and arrived at 
sweeping conclusions upon the en- 
tire code founded on obvious ig- 
norance of the code, of the industry, 
and the law. The detailed analysis 
of the board’s action slows conclu- 
sively that the investigation was 
carried on with utter disregard for 
fair play and that the conclusions 
of the board are unworthy of the 
slightest consideration.’ 

The Rosenblatt comments along 
this line were even more bitter as 
the Divisional Admin{strator backed 
up his accusation that the findings 
are unwarranted, unjust and ig- 
norant. Breaking up the Review- 
ers’ comments into three categories, 
Rosy denounced the findings as ‘un- 
supported by any factual basis,’ ‘un- 
scientific, inaccurate, unfair and in- 
equitable,’ ‘unsupported by a scin- 
tilla of evidence,’ ‘based on flagrant 
misconceptions’ and resulting from 
‘slanderous attacks.’ 

tejection by the Reviewers of a 
brief filed by the seven major pro- 
ducers drew acid denunciation from 
both Rosy and Richberg. Mean- 
while industry observers here 
charged Darrow and Counsel Lowell 
Mason with double-crossing the 
Code Authority, pointing out that 
permission to file a brief instead of 





(Continued on page 8) 
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DONT REGARD 
ROSY OUSTER 
SERIOUSLY 


doesn't do 





If the Darrow report 
anything else it is likely to precipi- 
tate a Congressional investigation of 
the entire NRA during the summer, 
This was an opinion of Government 
aides also reflected in major film 
parts Monday (21). 

Washington contacts of the busi- 
ness over the week-end termed it 
‘a nine day wonder’ and predicted 
that by the end of the week the re- 
port will either be pigeon-holed or 
be flaunted around as new political 
fodder by Senators Nye and Borah, 
among others. 

General Johnson at the same time 
was being privately chided by some 
of the more active picture minds 
which felt that the Eagle Man 
would have made a better job of his 
reply had he taken the suave and 
time-will-tell path. 

For Rosenblatt, however, there 
was none in major ranks who be- 
lieved he is set for an ouster. And 
those who consider themselves close 
to the Divisional Administrator are 
certain he won't resign as long as 
there is any firing. 


89.5%, of Pic Code 
Favors Indies, 
Sez Rosenblatt 


Washington, May 21. 

Defending his brain child in a 
sizzling 67-page analysis of the 
Darrow board findings, Rosy sailed 
into the Reviewers with the asser- 
tion that: ‘If the report is intended 
to be a conclusion based on testi- 
mony and findings of fact, it can 
easily be demonstrated that it is 
wholly unwarranted, unjust, preju- 
diced, and ignorantly contrived. ... 
Is the labor and wisdom of months 
of efforts to be upset by such un- 
digested, hasty, one-sided, and ill- 
considered opinions?’ 

Answering the Darrow board's 
generalized accusation that the code 
benefits principally major industry 
interests, Rosenblatt cited statistics 
showing the origin of important 
provisions and analyzed in detail 
the effect of every disputed clause. 
The NRA exec replied that ‘an ex- 
haustive, scientific, and accurate 
analysis of the code, as contrasted 
with the hop, skip and jump method 
of the National Recovery Review 
Board,’ demonstrates that: 

Of 45 parts of the code, 26 were 
for the benefit of indies and 25 grant 
entirely new rights. Excluding gen- 
eral provisions, 89.5% of all portions 
were for the benefit of unaffiliated 
exhibitors, distributors and pro- 
ducers, and 99% of these provisions 
gave new privileges to independent 
interests. 

‘The provisions of this code assure 
to small enterprises that which the 
National Industrial Recovery Act 
was designed to obtain for them,’ 
Rosenblatt answered confidently. 











Nye Knees Rosy 





Washington, May 21 

Clarence Darrow, promising to 
spend a full day discussing the 
NRA situation on the floor, Senator 
Nye today jumped on Deputy Com- 
missioner Sol A. Rosenblatt and 
asked for immediate publication of 
comments of the Trade Commission 


and Dept. of Justice on the Darrow 
report. 
‘I have not completely digested 


the report but if the NRA response 
written by Mr. Rosenblatt on the 
moving picture code is a reflection 





of the general response then that 
response must be a masterpiece of 
evasion and confusion” exclaimed 
Nye 
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ck on NRA 


(Continn«d from page 7) the composition of the Code Au- 
appearing personally had been given | thority which, the Reviewers con- 
Harold S. Bareford, Warner coun- | tended, is dominated by the majors 
sel and C. A. ambassador. and does no. afford adequate rep- 

Admitting receipt of the brief, the | resentation to indies. The report 
held that eight of the 10 codists 


Reviewers made no objection to 
the fact that the majors’ reply was |4@ 
submitted after hearings concluded, | § 
but threw out the document on the 
ground that it ‘attempts to discred- 
it the testimony of these various 
independent exhibitors and purports 
to set forth f cts showing that their 
testimony before this Board was 
misleading and false. ...In view of 
the fact that the major producers- 
distributors knew of the hearing 
before this Board and could have 
appeared and testified in defense of 
the Code had they so desired, this 
Board does not believe that the|? 
brief filed by these seven producers- 
distributors should be given serious 
consideration, particularly in view 


a 
a 


re members of the major group or 
ympathetic toward large interests. 


REVIEW BD. SCORES C. A., 
FAVORS GOVT. MEMBERS 


Particular criticism was directed 


at the provision for appointing al- 
ternates, which the Reviewers com- 
plained 
petuating’ 
a provision, the report said, ‘obvi- 
ously should be 
to accomplish this end a new Article 
II was suggested. 


‘self per- 
Such 


the C.A. 
‘unusual.’ 


males 
and is 


eliminated,’ and 
This substitute 


rovides that: 
1. The C.A. should comprise 5 
ffiliated producers, distributors 


nd exhibitors; 5 indies, and 5 Gov- 


ernment representatives with voting 


of the ‘ature of many of the state- se 
ments.’ privileges. 
vit : 2. All members would be named 
> s rrie to as- 
ipa Baye nage vane tbcagpichte by the President, who also would 


sert that the Darrow organization, 
‘in violation of its arrangement and 
despite the incontrovertible factual 
exposure of the complaints’ ‘testi- 
mony’ contemptuously ignored the 
very evidence which would make its 
findings impossible,’ Richberg cited 
the instance as typical of the Re- 
viewers’ | ; ar. closed minds. 

‘The refusal of the Board even 
to receive correct information is 
shown in its rejection of the brief 
filed by seven producing-distribut- 
ing companies,’ the NRA legal chief 
said. ‘The Board specifically agreed 
to the presentation of testimony 
through this brief—since all other 
“estimony was .unsworn—and then 
disregarded it on the announced 
basis that since these major pro- 
ducers-distributors ‘could have ap- 
peared and testified’ their brief 
should not be given serious con- 
sideration. Thus by giving no at- 
tention to the vast files of infor- 
mation of the NRA, or the principal 
testimony offered in support of the 
code, and by refusing to listen to]? 
the exceptionally well-informed | P 
Deputy Administrator the Board 
was able «o arrive at findings con- 
trary to fact and conclusions con- 
trary to any intelligent opinion,’ 
Richberg. charged. 


SCORES MYERS AND BRANDT 
AS ‘PROFESSIONAL OBJECTORS’ 


Declaring that the complainants 
were repudiated by the overwhelm- 
ing majority of indies who accepted 
the code, Rosy lashed out particu- 
larly at Myers and Harry Brandt, 
president of the Independent Thea- 
tre Own. -’s Association of New 
York, in analyzing the testimony 
and answeri + the personal attacks. 
The code supervisor pointed out 
that 8,950 written acceptances have 
been received and that 74% of the 
signers are indie exhibs. 

‘Every industry has its raucous 
outer fringe of professional objec- 
tors who thrive on contest and pub- 
licity; who obtain professional jobs 
to lead the ‘opposition’ and who 
detest the codes which render use- 
less such parasites,’ Rosy asserted. 
‘With the exception of two or 
three, all of the exhibitor witnesses 
who testified have over a_ period 
of many years appeared as _ wit- 
nesses time and again before Con- 
gressional committees, courts of 
law, and other forums to testify 
that due to the ‘oppression’ of large 
producers and_ distributors the 
death-knell of the independent ex- 
hibitor was a. hand.’ 

Urging several minor alterations, 
the Reviewers pressed for at least 
15 major revisions which would 
completely upset the industry and 
counteract all that has been done 
toward bringing stability. These 
revisions were urged with the con- 
tention that ‘if the code is not 
changed in many parts, the small 
independent theatre owner and op- 
erator in this country will be either 
forced out of business entirely, or 
his business will be so dominated 
and controlled by the large pro- 
ducers, distributors, and affiliated 
theatre owners that he will only 
be able to conduct his business in 
the way and manner prescribed and 
desired by these large interests.’ 

‘The code is drawn so as to favor 
the large interests in the producing, 
distributing and exhibition branches 
of the industry, and under its pro- 


a 


mendation that 
bers should enjoy voting rights, re- 
marking that the suggestion is con- 
trary to NRA principles and op- 
posed to President Roosevelt’s re- 
peated statements that he did not 
wish the Government to run busi- 
ness. 


designate alternates. 


3. Not more than two of the in- 


dies could be producers or distribu- 
tors; 
liated with the MPPDA; and no in- 
die should be an officer, member, or 
representative ‘of any trade asso- 
ciation supported in whole or in 
part by affiliated producers, 
tributors or theatres.’ 


none of them could be affi- 


dis- 


4. All committees appointed by 


the codists should provide propor- 
tionate representation. 


Authoring a complete defense of 


the C.A., Rosenblatt derided the 
proposee set-up and denounced the 
eharge that only two of the five 
indie members are truly represen- 
tative of their groups. 
iculed the complaint that the C.A. 
is a self-perpetuating body,’ term- 
ing this criticism a ‘catch-word ac- 
cepted without understanding or 
discrimination’ 
Board. 


He also rid- 


by the Review 
Charging the Reviewers with 
asing their complaint on ‘antici- 


ated treachery,’ Rosy reviewed de- 


cisions of the codists to support his 


contention 
have been carried on impartially 


that all deliberations 


nd that indies have been treated 


squarely. 


‘The Report fears evil where ac- 


tual conduct reveals only good,’ the 
Divisional 
mented. 
dishonesty where actual conduct re- 
veals honesty. 
sumes that the personal interest of 
the members of the Code Authority 
will sway their honest judgment; 
the conduct of the members of the 
Code Authcrity conclusively dem- 
onstrates the opposite.’ 


F.D.R. OBJECTS TO GOV’T 
CONTROL OF BIZ—ROSY 


Administrator com- 
‘The Report anticipates 


The Report pre- 


Rosy also dismissed the recom- 
Government mem- 


Power of grievance boards to di- 


rect distributors to boycott offend- 
ing exhibitors was severely con- 
demned by the Darrow group, who 
said that section 3, part 3, division 
E of the unfair trade practices ar- 
ticle should be entirely stricken. 
The Report said that ‘such a power 


. should not be given to any in- 


dustry board, and certainly not to a 


board made up of business com- 
petitors.’ 

Changes in the composition of 
both C-Z and Grievance boards 
were demanded in order to provide 
what the Reviewers believe to be 
fairer representation for indie ex- 
hibs. Giving the C-Z boards power 
to fix schedules by agreement, the 
Report said, establishes a practice 
which courts have held is a viola- 
tion of the law when done in com- 
bination. 

Maintaining 


that operation of 


C-Z boards is ‘vital to independent 
exhibitors,’ the Review Board pro- 


posed an amendment which it held 
would curb C.A. and major pro- 


ducer domination which exists at 
present. 
is offered as a complete substitute 
for article IV, part 1, section 1, calls 
for 
each exchange territory and allo- 
cated places as follows: 


The new provision which 


election of members within 


One affili- 


visions the independent producer, | ated and one independent distrib- 
distributor and exhibitor—especially | ytor: one affiliated and on inde- 
the latter—i* entirely at the mercy! pendent first-run exhibitor; four 


of these interests,’ the report stated. | j 
The first and most important] j 
change—aside from the recommen- 

















dation on block booking—relates to|letion of section 4, which is termed | 


ndependent subsequent-run exhib- 
tors, and a Government member. 
The board also recommended de- 


‘argumentative,’ and which it said 
could be regarded as an attempt to 
influence decisions of C-Z boards. 
Remarking that ‘it is to be assumed 
that the members of the boards will 
know what factors to consider fn 
preparing their clearance and zon- 
ing schedules,’ the Reviewers said, 
‘such instructions and argumenta- 
tive material have no place in the 
code.’ 

A third change in this portion of 
ihe trade pact would make decisions 
of the boards final on the ground 
that the present appeal arrange- 
ment discriminates against indies 
who might be forced to appear be- 
fore the C.A. and be confronted 
with new and additional evidence 
which would place complainants at 
a disadvantage. 

These recommendations received 
no encouragement from Rosenblatt, 
who bluntly pointed out that the 
composition specified would be 
‘clearly inequitable’ and that the 
amendment ‘deliberately stacks the 
board against the seller.’ Rosy said 
the suggestion that the C.A. should 
not appoint the members of the 
boards is ‘ludicrous in the light of 
actual experience.’ 

The idea of eliminating the sec- 
tion setting up guides for decisions 
of the boards was termed ‘trivial’ by 
the Divisional Administrator, who 
was amused at the Review Board’s 
sudden display of ‘confidence in the 
ability, standing and experience’ of 
the Clearance-Zoning members af- 
ter criticizing their tendency to dis- 
criminate against small operators. 
Recommended elimination of the 
clause permitting the C.A. to review 
decisions in zoning disputes also 
drew criticism from the code super- 
visor, who said the suggestion is 
‘hyper-technical and unsound.’ 


MATTER OF GRIEVANCE 
AND ZONING BOARDS 


In the matter of grievance boards, 
the Review Board advocated that 
final decisions be rendered by these 
agencies instead of having cases 
certified to the Code Authority for 
disposition and called for changes in 
membership. The former revision 
was suggested with the idea that ‘if 
the Code Authority is a body which 
is to pass on complaints, it would 
seem better to provide that such 
complaints be made direct,’ while 
the latter alteration was urged in 
the interest of more adequate rep- 
resentation for indies. 

Appointment of the grievance 
boards by the C.A. was termed ‘im- 
proper,’ while the allocation of po- 
sitions was described as ‘arbitrary 
and unfair’ and tending to favor 
producers and distributors. Observ- 
ing that under present conditions 
these boards probably would vote 
three-to-one against indies, the 
Reviewers advocated an amendment 
providing as follows: 

1. Boards would be elected in 
each exchange territory. 2. Mem- 
bership would include one represen- 
tative, two indie exhibs, one affili- 
ated operator, and one Government 
member. 

Still another change in this por- 
tion of the code would result in 
elimination of section 5 of part 2, 
article VI, the paragraph which per- 
mits distributors to give preference 
in leasing to their affiliated exhib- 
itors. This section was regarded as 
‘unfair to the independent exhibitor’ 
and as preventing indies from com- 
plaining about action which ad- 
versely affects their interests. 

Most of the board’s suggestions 
concerning grievance boards were 
termed by Rosy as ‘too trivial to be 
worthy of comment,’ but the Deputy 
Administrator displayed consider- 
able concern about the idea that ‘a 
distributor has not the unequivocal 
right to license his own photoplays 
to any theatres operated by him.’ 
Such a privilege, Rosy observed, 
‘has at all times been conceded by 
every member of the industry,’ in- 
cluding exhibitors who were star 
witnesses at Review Board hear- 
ings. 

A recommendation that the rules 
of evidence be followed and no new 
testimony be permitted at C. A. 
hearings on appealed decisions was 
nixed by the Divisional Adminis- 
trator while Rosy also turned down 
a suggestion that privileges of codes 
be extended to all members of the 
industry regardless of their willing- 
ness to sign the pact. 

‘Is it oppressive to require that 
one who wishes the benefits of the 
code provisions should consent to it 
so that he may also undertake the 
obligations thereof?’ Rosy inquired. 
‘If it is oppressive to deprive an 
exhibitor of the relief afforded by 
the code, how can it be argued that 
the code oppresses exhibitors? 

‘Those who execute the code are 
required to contribute financially to 
its operation, but those who do not 





need make no contribution. By what 





moral considerations does the report 
reach the conclusion that one should 
be able to escape contribution to the 
operation of the very machinery the 
advantages of which he seeks? 

‘It is revelatory of the report that’ 
it seeks to protect the shirker and 
the slacker and to aid him to get 
under the wire.’ 


BOARD’S ATTITUDE ON % 
PLAY DATES DEPRECATED 


The usual argument was repeated 
by the Review Board on the subject 
of specified play-dates, the report 
condemning distributors for requir- 
ing ‘percentages as high as 35% and 
40%,’ and expressing the opinion 
that ‘this practice exacts an undue 
amount from the exhibitor’ and 
‘takes the control of the operation 
of the theatre out of the hands of 
the theatre owner and puts it in the 
hands of -he_ distributors.’ The 
recommended amendment, a com- 
plete substitute for the existing 
code provision, stipulates that ‘no 
distributor shall require any specific 
day or days of the week for the ex- 
hibition of specific pictures or class 
of pictures.’ 

Accusing the Reviewers of a ‘fla- 
grant misunderstanding,’ Rosenblatt 
said the code clause at present is 
so plain that the board’s misstate- 
ment suggests ‘either deliberate 
misconception or gross negligence,’ 
and said adequate relief is provided 
for oppressed exhibs. The Divi- 
sional Administrator added _ that 
‘none of the rights granted to the 
independent exhibitors by this pro- 
vision . . . existed prior’ to the 
signing of the code. 

Code -clauses granting distributors 
the right to stipulate admission 
scales in negotiating contracts were 
condemned by the Reviewers and 
upheld by Rosy in another similar 
difference of opinion. 

The Review Board demanded a 
substitute clause on the ground that 
‘no such provision should be in the 
code,’ while Rosenblatt replied that 
‘for more than 10 years upon the 
demands of exhibitors there have 
been minimum admission prices in 
standard and other exhibition con- 
tracts . . . the courts have held 
such clauses legal and not in viola- 
tion of public policy.’ 

Citing testimony that many major 
distributors have been inserting by 
means of a rubber stamp a qualifi- 
cation that features covered by con- 
tracts are not to be shown as part 
of dual bills, the Review Board said 
the provision authorizing changes 
in the standard contract is ‘entire- 
ly unfair both to the independent 
producers and distributors and to 
the independent exhibitors.’ Such 
a practice, the Reviewers added, ‘is 
another interference with the right 
of the exhibitor to operate his thea- 
tre as he thinks best to meet com- 
petition or the desires of his pa- 
trons. If the practice is one which 
is to the interest of the industry to 
eliminate, there should be a provi- 
sion in the code to that effect.’ The 
Board amendment would provide 
that ‘such additional conditions or 
provisions shall not prohibit any 
exhibitcr from contracting for the 
licensing of the exhibition at the 
same performance of any motion 
picture from any other distributor.’ 

Explaining reasons for the exist- 
ing clause which provides for bar- 
ring of duals when 60% of the ex- 
hibs in any territory agree, Rosy 
said that NRA experts felt the 
subject involved questions of indi- 
vidual sales policy and the code 
should not attempt to settle this 
controversy. The Divisional Ad- 
ministrator added that ‘a distribu- 
tor acting individually may have 
the right to determine when he li- 
censes a picture that it shall not 
be exhibited with another on the 
same program’ and observed that 
‘particularly is this true where there 
are percentage engagements and 
the distributor’s picture may have 
cost $1,000,000 to produce, while the 
second feature on the program cost 
but $50,000 to produce.’ 


FAVOR 15% REJECTIONS, 
10% NOT ENUF, SAYS R. B. 


The 10% r-jection privilege is not 
sufficiently great to protect exhi- 
bitors, the Reviewers said, asking 
the limit be placed at 15%. In 
this connection, the Darrow board 
referred to the code as stipulating 
that average rentals must be $250,- 
000, a slip which brought ridicule 
from Rosy who remarked that if the 
Board had read the ‘simple lan- 
guage’ of the pact ‘it could not have 
made the error of assuming that the 
average license fees for all pictures 
are more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars.’ 

The present 10% provision was 
held by the Divisional Administra- 


— 


die exhibs, and Rosy remarked that, 
‘There is no other industry in Amer- 
ica which affords such an unequiy- 
ocal and extraordinary richt. 


TI 
code grants the greatest aincein. 
tion privilege ever afforded in the 
motion picture industry. This spe- 
cial relief was intended particularly 
for the small operator.’ 

Reference was made by the Re- 


viewers, on the subject of Rosen- 
blatt’s fitness to administer the film 
code, to his former law partnership 
with Nathan Burkan, who is Colum- 
bia Pictures’ counsel and director, 
and United Artists board member, 


but the Board failed to link this 
fact to Rosy’s asserted prejudice 
against small businesses. 

The Revi vo Board implication 
was picked up, however, by the Di- 
visional Administrator, who  ob- 


‘Perhaps, according to 
the Board, mere association with a 
law office which represents among 
other things motion picture inter- 
ests disqualifies an attorney from 
any position of trust.’ 

Relating his personal background, 
Rosy asserted that his law prac- 
tice ‘concerns itself to the largest 
extent with the protection and safe- 
guarding of the rights of inde- 
pendent and unaffiliated exhibitors, 
distributors and producers, so far 
as any motion picture’ industry 
clients were concerned’ and main- 
tained that ‘the Deputy Adminis- 
trator, instead of being possibly 
prejudiced against the independent 
interests has undoubtedly been their 
protagonist.’ 


REVIEW ROSENBLATT VS. 
MYERS AND BRANDT FEUD 


The standing feud between Ros- 
enblatt and the Myers-Brandt fac- 
tion was described in detail, in- 
cluding reference to the Allied cam- 
paign to ‘deluge the White House’ 
with telegrams protesting the code, 
and the conferences between the 
bolting independents and Col. R. W. 
Lea of the NRA which resulted in 
Lea’s approval of Rosenblatt’s work 
and decisions. 

Using a remarkable array of in- 
vectives, Rosenblatt termed his in- 
dustry critics ‘hoodlums,’ ‘the 
wrecking crew,’ ‘obstructors,’ as he 
blamed the attack on his personal 
integrity on ‘a handful of so-called 
unaffiliated exhibitors and _ their 
counsel whose deliberate purpose it 
was to sabotage the code confer- 
This same group constituted 


served that 


ences. 
the complaining witnesses before 
the National Recovery Review 
Board.’ 


The NRA exec asserted that this 
‘defiant group’ has fought the code 
at every turn and charged that ‘one 
of its weapons was to slanderously 
impugn the honesty and sincerity 
of the Deputy Administrator.’ He 
blamed the indie faction for spread- 
ing ‘vicious rumors, wholly unsup- 
ported by even a shadow of suspi- 
cion’ and accused them of ‘mulcting’ 
many innocent exhibs of large sums 
under the guise of solicitiny con- 
tributions to finance a campaign to 
‘protect’ exhibitors’ interests. 

‘The National Recovery Review 
Board, listening to only one side 
and without any knowledge of the 
background of the controversy, 
found that the Deputy Administra- 
tor ‘may be’ prejudiced against in- 
dependent exhibitors. The over- 
whelmning number of independent 
exhibitors in this country think 
otherwise,’ Rosy declared. 


Ist All-Indie Appeals 


Only three cases were on the ap- 
peals docket of the Code Authority 
Monday (21) all from the same city, 
Baltimore. They are scheduled to 
be heard when the C.A. convenes 


May 30. 

What has happened to all the 
cases reported throughout the coun- 
try, especially in Chicago, no one 
attached to the Authority knows. 

Indie versus Indie is the title of 
the three Baltimore cases; Cluster 
against the Leader theatre, and two 
complaints by the Gwynn against 
the Forrest. They will be the first 
all-indie cases to be heard by the 
C.A. charges so far involving indies 
against majors. 








Mrs. Brokaw, C.A. 


Washington, May 21. 








tor to be a major concession to in- 


Appointment of Mrs. Clara 
300the Brokaw, New York writer 
and editor of Vanity Fair, to the 
film code authority as Governmeiit 
member was made last week by 
Divisional Administrator So] Rosen- 
blatt. 

Mrs. Brokaw is serving in the 
same capacity on the legit code 
authority. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 








Loop Stalls on Holdovers While 


Waiting for Fam; 


‘Stingaree’ Tops 


Pace on 176; Princess’ a Weak 206 





+ 
b 


Chicago, May ?1. 

That pre-Fair lull remains to hold 
down grosses here. People are stay- 
ing away from the theatres gener- 
ally, being too busy getting their 
own business in readiness for the 
Fair rush. 

Second cue for slide is the trio of 
houses loaded with holdover pic- 
tures this week. McVickers con- 
tinues with ‘Viva Villa,” which 
picked up excellertly after a slow 
start. Flick will stick a fortnight or 
more and then be replaced by 
‘Change of Heart.’ ‘Rothschild’ will 
make it a full month at the United 
Artists, a hefty and profitable stay 
throughout. Roosevelt on Saturday 
(19) took over ‘Manhattan Melo- 
drama’ from the Chicago, where it 
had cleaned up the best profit the 
house had seen in some weeks. 


Showmen have two pictures to 
talk about this week, ‘Stingaree’ and 
‘30-Day Princess, but not for the 
same reason. ‘Stingaree’ is lifting 
the Palace to $17,000 and the Chi- 
cago is lonesome with ‘Princess.’ 
According “to opening pace house 
can’t see $20,000 for the picture, and 
it's likely to replace on Wednesday 
or Thursday with ‘Murder in the 
Vanities. B.&K. sluffed ‘Melody in 
Spring’-and ‘Trumpet Blows,’ which 
went into the nabes without any 
first run stay in the loop. ‘Melody,’ 
at the Southtown, is doing excellent 
business. 

State-Lake yesterday (20) revert- 
ed to its Sunday openings and its 
35e top. Has resulted in a pick-up 
of business, particularly in the aft- 
ernoons. B.&kK. planning to open 
the Garrick on Saturday (26) simul- 
taneous with the Fair getaway. Plan 
is for repeat pictures at 4€ and 25c. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—'‘30-Day Princess’ (Par) and stage 
show. With the general lull in the 
picture biz may hit new low for this 
theatre. Indications are not better 
than $20,000. Picture may be pulied 
before week is out, with ‘Murder in 
the Vanities’ (Par) to replace for 
eight or nine-day run. Last week 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) 
socked through to $37,100 and went 
in’o the Roosevelt for a holdover. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35- 
65 —‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Clicked 
nicely opening week, building to fine 
$19,100. Remains at least a fort- 
night before giving way to ‘Change 
of ‘Heart’ (Fox). Pace continuing 
and gross will stick above $10,000 
currently. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Once to Every Woman’ (Col) and 
vaude. Off again this week around 
$11,000, just fair. House managed 
to top $12,000 last week on ‘Show 
Oft’ (MG) and a vaude bill of Dun- 
can Sisters and Will Mahoney. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83)— 
*‘Stingaree’ (Radio) and vaude. 
House perking on this Dix-Dunne 
picture. Up to $17,000. Last week 
‘Finishing School (Radio) finished 
to fair $14,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35-45) 
— ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG). 
Second week in loop and headed for 
fine $9,000. Last week ‘Ninth 
Guest’ (Col) dribbled along to so-so 
$5.100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-30- 
35,—Hips Hips Hooray’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Looks like fine $12,000 
this week under new policy. Last 
week went eight days for ‘Hold 
That Girl’ (Fox) to okay $12,800. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-'5-65)—‘Rothschild’ (UA) (4th 
week). Month run has shown con- 
sistent profit. Will finish to $9,000 
easily after taking gratifying $13,- 
800 for third week. ‘Sadie McKee’ 
to follow next Saturday (26). 





. . 
Ginger Triples 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Radio has pacted Ginger Rogers 
for 52 weeks straight, with yearly 
options for five. 

Actress’ old covenant was riddled 
and salary said to have been 
tripled. 


KRUG CRICKING AGAIN 
Pittsburgh, May 21. 
Karl Krug, recently of United 
Artists’ publicity department in 
New York, is now picture critic 
and columnist for the Sun-Tele- 
Sraph here, Hearst paper. 
Krug was formerly dramatic edi- 
tor for Scripps-Howard Press, leav- 
ing in 1932 after a disagreement. 


LOMBARD’S REPEAT FLU 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Carole Lombard is stricken with 
@ second attack of influenza, 


‘Rothschild’ Still Buff’s 
Best; ‘Gambling Lady’ OK 


Buffalo, May 21. 

‘Rothschild’ is walking off with 
the business palm again for the cur- 
rent period, after a bang-up first 
week which took toll of the other 
box offices. The Buffalo is figured 
to continue last week's slide. 

Century rates to hold its own and 
the Lafayette with the latest Stan- 
wyck looks good on the strength of 
the star's past showings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Sadie McKee’ (MG) and Habanera 
revue. Started nildly with indi- 
cations for about $14,000. Last week 
‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (WB) ‘Con- 
tinental Revue’ dropped off from ex- 
pectations to under $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Rothschild’ (UA) (2nd week). Con- 
tinuing along to nice business after 
fine week. Should get $8,000 or bet- 
ter... Last week same, showed up 
strong for an excellent $14,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Come On Marines’ (Par) and ‘Sing 
and Like It’ (Radio). Takings pre- 
serving even pace «| $6,000. Last 
week ‘Deluge’ (Radio) and ‘I Be- 
lieved in You’ (Fox); five-Gay week 


fo-. this program brought gross 
down to 24,500. 
Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400;  25)— 


‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and ‘Ma..- 
hattan Love Song’ (Mono). Doing 
neatly and will undoubtedly top 
$7,000. Last week ‘9th Guest’ (Col) 
and ‘Beggars in Ermine’ ,.Mono) 
average at just over $6,000. 


Ellington, ‘Wild Cargo’ 
$14,580 in Seattle; 
‘Witching Hour’ N.S.G. 


Seattle, May 21. 

Heavy sugar expected this week 
for name stage unit policy that Mu- 
sic Hall tries, with similar attrac- 
tion about every third week. Prices 
at b.o. upped to 55c top, including 
the tax. Duke Ellington teamed 
with ‘Wild Cargo’ for a combination 
that should bring ’em out alive for 
the full week. 

Paramount.back to regular sin- 
gleton and stage policy, with the 
takings also back to regular. 


Estimates for This Week 


Bluse Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 
25) ‘As the Earth Turns’ (WB) and 
‘Uncertain Lady’ (U) dual. Ex- 
pected to gather fair $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Smarty’ (FN) and ‘Crosby 
Case’ (U) dual, good enough $2,800. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25) ‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG) and 
‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox), dual first half; 
‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA) and ‘Three on 
a Honeymoon’ (Fox) dual last half. 
Figure around $2,800, slow. Last 
week, ‘Carolina’ (Fox) and ‘I've Got 
Your Number’ (WB) dual, $3,350, 
good. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) ‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Big pub- 
licity barrage helping; nifty $13.,- 
000. ‘Melody in Spring’ (Par) dandy 
pix and Al Pearce gang on stage, 
$12,700, very big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-25) ‘I'll 
Tell the World’ (U) and ‘My Pal, 
the King’ (U) dual should get very 
Fagreeable $4,500. Last week ‘Ninth 
Guest’ (Col) and ‘Speed Wings’ 
(Col) dual, $3,400, fair. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
*5) ‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). Ex- 
tended run from Music Hall, mak- 
ing this the third week and still 
worth good $4,200. Last week ‘Look- 
ing for Trouble’ (UA) ten days, 
$4,400. Very fair. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 25- 
35-55’) ‘Wild Cargo’ (Radio) and 
Ellington roadshow with Cotton 
Club band, Ivie Anderson and 
Sarl (Shakehips’) Tucker making 
great combination for box office, 
expected to accumulate pretentious 
$14,500. Last weck, ‘House of 
Rothschild’ (UA) eight days (sec- 
ond week) very forte $7,300. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106- 
25-35) ‘Witching Hour’ (Par) and 
five vaude acts with Buffano’s Club 
Villa Band. Hardly $5,000, poor. 





Last week ‘Wharf Angel’ (Par) 
with dual stage show, Jay C. Flip- 
pen ‘Follies’ atop regular Levy five- 
act bill, responsible for good $9,100 


MALEY IN ‘GIRL FRIEND’ 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Jack Haley has been chosen for} 
a featured part in ‘The Girl Friend’, | 
which Bill Rowland will produce for | 
Columbia. 





Picture set to start May 28. 


| department, has 


‘WHARF ANGEL’ LEAN $900 


‘We're Not Dressing’ Gets $7,000 In 
Birmingham 








Birmingham, May 21. 
With the exception of personal 
ippearance of Guy Lombardo Satur- 
day night the amusement diet this 
week is lean. ‘We're Not Dressing’ 
is only outstanding bill. Lombardo 
plays auditorium for dance, with 
one theatre appearance at Temple 
which was reopened for occasion. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
10)—‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par). 
Bing. goes the cash register for 
$7,000. Last week ‘Men in White’ 
(MG), $6,900. 
Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25)—‘Moulin 
Rouge’ (UA). Just fair $2,500. Last 
week ‘Cat and Fiddle’ (MG) $2,800. 


Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Whirlpool (Col) with Jack Holt, 
not so hot $2,600. Last week 
‘Twentieth Century’ (Col) 2,900, 


slipped. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Wharf 
Angel’ (Par). No names and no 
story $900. Last week ‘Show Off’ 
(MG) around same, 


QLSEN-SHUTTA 
$10,000, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 21. 

If the firstruns don't do business 
this week it is not because the 
managers failed to spread the 
printer's ink. The publicity was 
poured on thick and the countup 
will tell the story. 

Mainstreet with ‘Registered Nurse’ 
on the screen but with lion’s share 
of the advertising given to George 


Olsen and Ethel Shutta, who were 
given a welcoming reception at the 
station on arrival, is set for a nice 
gross. 

A block away the Midland selling 
all seats at all times for a quarter 
found use for its 4,000 seats when 
the customers lined up to buy 
tickets to see Joan Crawford in 
‘Sadie McKee.’ 

In addition to huge newspaper 
ads the management tied up with 
the distributors of Liberty and had 
heralds for the picture inserted in 
every one of the magazines on the 
Stands and street sales. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Registered Nurse’ (FN) and 
George Olsen and Ethel Shutta. 
Stage unit given lead publicity and 
as both the Olsen band and Ethel 
Shutta are radio favorites here, nice 
business is expected. This is Miss 
Shutta’s first Kansas City appear- 
ance. Over week-end takings good 
and looks like close to $10,000, good. 
Last week, ‘20 Million Sweethearts’ 
(FN) and ‘No Greater Glory’ (Col), 
$6,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)° — 
‘Sadie McKee’ (MG). Joan Craw- 
ford back to her home town in this 
one and the fair sex are out in 
droves. Opened heavy and is going 
strong. Should take near $16,000. 
Last week the Gable-Powell-Loy 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ eased along 
for $11,400. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25)—‘30- 
Day Princess’ (Par) and ‘Uncertain 
Lady’ (U). Up against strong op- 
position but getting a fair play from 
those who are seeking a lot of show 
for their quarter. Will probably re- 
turn about $5,000. Last week, 
‘You're Telling Me’ (Par) and ‘A 
Modern Hero’ (WB), hit about the 
same. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,400; 25) — 
‘Countess of Monte Cristo’ (U) and 
‘Harlem Hotcha’ all-colored revue. 
Had a nice play over the week-end 
and is expected to show a little 
better than normal, possibly $5,500. 
ree week ‘The Whirlpool’ (Col) got 
4,700. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40) — 
‘Change of Heart’ (Fox). With 
Gaynor and Farrell the week should 
be one of the best for some time 
as the return of the stars together 
is pleasing to their followers. Likely 
to hit around $6,000; good. Last 
week, ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox), 
second week, $3,200. 











Fox Decides to Research 


As Soon as Yarns Taken 


Westwood, May 21. 
Hoping to supply writers with 
material to weave into their scripts, 
Fox's research department will | 
henceforth start digging for back- | 
ground facts and details on stories | 


}as soon as studio buys them. In | 


the past, researchers have waited | 


|}until script was nearly completed 


before beginning actual work. 
Additional time will also give the 


| 
| 
jlibrary staff more opportunity to | 
' 


supply the data. 
jaxter, formerly in the art 
moved over @#s 
head of research. He _ replaces 
Frances Richardson, who assumes | 
another capacity. 


Lance 





Circus, Rodeo, Boatrace, 
Hurt New Haven Films 


New Haven, May 21. 

Plenty competish from _ outside 
this week, with Rodeo, Gorman 
Bros. Circus and Yale boatrace all 
battling for weekend patronage. 

Last week, against recent legit 
run of ‘Double Door’ at pop prices, 
film did swell, with house reporting 
fans coming in to compare the two 
versions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—‘Thirty-day Princess’ (Par) and 
‘In Love With Life’ (Ches). Word- 
of-mouth should mean good $6,800 
for this one. Last week ‘Double 
Door’ (Par) and ‘Private ScandaF 
(Par). Held steady for okay $6,200. 

Poli’s (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Sadie McKee’ (MG) and ‘Crime of 
Helen Stanley’ (Col). Looks like 
close to a nice $10,000. Last week 
‘Stand and Cheer’ (Fox) and ‘Lazy 
River’ (MG). Just over the bars 
at $8,100. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50) —‘Upper World’ (WB) and ‘Very 
Honorable Guy’ (WB). Not too hot 
around $4,500. Last week ‘Modern 
Hero’ (WB) and ‘Merry Wives of 
Reno’ (WB). Faded to slim $4,300. 

College (Loew) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Half a Sinner’ 
(U). carly returns indicate $4,500, 
nicely in the ‘black. Last week 
‘Rothschild’ (UA). As a holdover, 
died first three days then recouped 
for oke $4,600. 


‘Change of Heart’ Tops 
Cincinnati, $10,000; 
‘30 Day Princess’ Oke 


Cincinnati, May 21. 

Summer weather on tap over the 
week-end and the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace circus here for the first half 
linking to slow up traffic along 
flicker front, where two of the ace 
houses have holdovers. ‘Change of 
Heart,’ the b.o. pacer with $10,000, 
which is okay considering turrent 
setup. ‘Thirty Day Princess’ next 
$7,000. 

Ike Libson, RKO chieftain, long a 
jerker of no-pull product, uncorked 
a new one last week by yanking 
‘Witching Hour’ out of the Lyric 
after the first grind of the pix on 
the second day of its scheduled 
week's run and shoving in the w. k. 
‘She Done Him Wrong.’ The sub- 
stitution fetched surprisingly good 
trade. 

Legit Shubert redarkened after 
fortnight’s screening of ‘Beyond 
Bengal’ indie jungle adventure film 
with Harry Schenck, who personaled 
for a week. It got a slow $2,600 the 
first week and a slower $1,206 on 
the final 7 days. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace — circus, on 
new downtown location near former 
Grand Central depot, refused a pa- 











rade permit by Police Chief Cope- 
lan on grounds of traffic jamming. 


Estimates for This Week 
, Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44)— 
‘Change of Heart’ (Fox). Gaynor- 


Farrell combo the ace for a sweet 


$10,000. Last week ‘Finishing 
School’ (Radio), $7,000, dandy. 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44)— 


‘Thirty Day Princess’ (Par). Press 
puffs for Sylvia Sidney. Comedy- 
romance admirers coming along for 
$7,000, okay. Last week ‘20th Cen- 
tury’ (Col), dro) ped off in last half, 
finishing with $7,000, favorable. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-44)— 
‘Sadie McKee’ (MG), in second 
week, maybe $6,000 after heavy 
$12,000 for first week. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 30-40)— 
‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (WB), hold- 
ing over to a neat $4,000 following a 
lulu $10,000 on 9 days. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)— 
‘You’re Telling Me’ (Par). W. C. 
Fields fetching high-class comedy 
trade for $3,800, nice going. Last 
week ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) 
displaced ‘Witchir - Hour’ (Par) on 
second day and Mae West's fans 
called to tune of $3,000; swell job of 
pinch-hitting. 





j; headlined by Capps Four. 


Grand (RKO) (1,925: 25-35)— 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) and 
vode topped by Gaudsmith Bros. 
Hovering around average $3,800 
same as last week with ‘I'll Tell the 
World’ (U) and five-act bill. 
-Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)- 
‘Hell sent for Love’ (Col) and 
Honor of the Range’ (WU) split. 
$1,500, fair. Last week ‘Whirlpool’ 
(Col) and ‘Crime of Helen Stanley’ 
(Col), divided, ditto. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 15-20-25-30) 
—‘Sin of Nora Moran’ and vaude 


$1,700. Last week ‘Cross Streets’ 
and §-act bill, $1,500. 


Miss Marker’ Pushes Par Up 
To $35,080; Sadie’ and Warings 
$45,000; Weather Hurts B’way 


. eeateemnaanetntets 


A state of lethargy continues to 
hang over first run row in New 
York with nothing of outstanding 
nature this week te blow the 
trumpets about. Weekend weather 
included two thunder storms, hail, 
and a hot Monday. 

Best are the Capitol and Para- 
mount, with latter the comparative 
leader on $35,000 and a chance to 
build beyond that. The Cap, with 
Joan Crawford in ‘Sadie McKee’ 
and Fred Waring’s band on stage 
at $10,000, looks about $45,000. A 
holdover was not certain Monday 


afternoon. Waring is in for two 
weeks but picture may change. The 
$45,000 figure is normally good for 
house but under expectations con- 
sidering the bill. 

Par’s ‘Little Miss Marker,’ ably 
sold via campaign, drew fine re- 
views and with broadcasting of 
highlights from the picture Sunday 
night (20), plus word-of-mouth, a 
holdover is possible but doubtful 
this early in the week. 

Music HaH held over its ‘Ma- 
dame Butterfly’ operatic abridge- 
ment with a new picture, ‘Sting- 
aree.’ Indications this week point 
to $65,000. 

Strand is straining to get $18,000 
on the Cagney ‘He Was Her Man,’ 
okay, considering the Sunday night 
rainstorm and hail which hurt all 
over town. Most theatres were all 
right on the Sunday matinee but 
the Hall fell off after a pretty good 
Saturday. 

Rivoli brought in a new one, 
‘Murder At Vanities,’ Saturday, but 
it didn’t start as well as expected 
and with the Sunday night's 
weather disturbance will be held 
down to a $25,000 top on the first 
week. That’s nice but no rave 

All the managers are now wait- 
ing for the fleet to get in and the 
Paramount hopes to get the Mae 
West picture, ‘I’m No Angel,’ in 
while the sailors are here. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Rothschild’. (UA) (10th week). 
Nothing seems to hurt much here. 
‘Last week (ninth) picture did $16,- 
900, while first five days of current 
(10th week) holds up at $13,400. 
Stays indefinitely. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Sadie McKee’ (MG) and stage show. 
Fred Waring’s band on stage and 
possibility of $45,000. AN right, 
but under expectations. Last week, 
second of ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
(MG), okay $30,000. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Mur- 
der in Trinidad’ (Fox). Meller do- 
ing well enough to stick out week 
ending tomorrow (Wednesday). Will 
be around $8,500. ‘Unknown Soldier 
Speaks,’ assembled by Jack Gold- 





berg, opens tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) or Thursday. 
Palace (1,700; 35-50-66-75)— 


‘Change of Heart’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Gaynor-Farrell team may be bet- 
ter than average here, topping $11,- 
000. Last week ‘20th Century’ (Col) 
around $10,500. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-99)— 
‘Little Miss Marker’ (Par) and 
stage show. Good notices and may 
build to beyond $35,000. Possible 
holdover. Last week $29,000 tabbed 
on ‘30-Day Princess’ (Par). 

Radio City Music Hall (6,945: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—'Sti.garee’ (Radio) 
and ‘Madame Butterfly’ tab on sec- 
ond week. Operatic holdover with 
new picture has chance for $65,000. 
Last week ‘Change of Heart’ (Fox) 
and ‘Butterfly’ $69,800. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-75-85) ‘Crime 
Doctor’ (Radio), (2nd week). Fine on 
first week at $14,900, but didn’t have 
the desired strength for holdover of 
eight days. Satisfied on final eight 
with around $7,200. ‘Hollywood 
a (MG) opens Thursday night 

UE 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85) ‘Mur- 
der at Vanities’ (Par). Opened Sat- 
urday (19) and may do $25,000, oke. 
Final 10 days of ‘We're Not Dress- 


ing’ (Par) $14,800, oke. 

RKO Center (3.525: 25-40) ‘20th 
Century’ (Col) four days, and 
‘Finishing School’ (Radio) three 


days. Doubtful of reaching $6,000 
Predecessors splitting the week 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and 








‘Wharf Angel’ (Par) went under 
$6,000. 
Roxy (6,200: 25-35-55-65) ‘Black 


Cat’ (U) and stage show Better 
? 


than in some weeks and looking to 


som profit at indicated $22,000 
Last week ‘Glamour’ (17) at $17,000 

Strand (2,900: 35-55-75-85) ‘He 
| Was Her Man’ (WP) May march 


itself to $18,900, Ke Last week, 
third of ‘20 Million Sweethearts’ 
(WB) $11,709 


State (2.300: 35-55-75) ‘Manhat- 





Around! tan Melodrama’ (MG) and Cab Cal- 


loway on stage. Near $18,000, good. 
Last week ‘Tarzan’ (MG) $17,(00. 
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: Hitler's Reign’ 


Flops in Frisco 





‘Stingaree’ Good $14,500—Ben Bernie at 
Orpheum May Hit $14,000 
enetneaieet + 


San Francisco, May 21. 


Heat is kicking everything down 


out here. 

‘Stingaree’ and ‘Hitler’s Reign of 
Terror’ are copping the _ spotlight 
for this week, former because of 


the exceptionally syvell start it is 
getting on Its world premiere, the 
latter because of the disappointing 
gross despite the interest and legal 
dust kicked up on the film. 

‘Stingaree’ is clicking better than 
previous Dix picture in many 
months, that largely because the 
RKO Golden Gate has giyen the pic 
such a slap-bang all-round cam- 
paign, starting it off with Irene 
Dunne in person the first day, Tom 
Brown the second and Mitzi Green 
the third. Orpheum may hit $14,000. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt - produced 
‘Hitler’s Reign of Terror,’ hoped for 
as whirlwind money maker at the 
tiny Strand, has been more of a ver- 
bal wind than any other kind. Her- 
man Cohen, Strand owner and man- 
ager, was pinched by the cops after 
protests by a German delegation, 
was booked, put up bond and se- 
cured an injunction against further 
arrests. Strand ads _ ballyhooed, 
‘Come and see why the Nazi ele- 
ment had the manager arrested for 
showing Hitler’s Reign of Terror,’ 
and although biz perked up a few 
bucks after that it remained dis- 
appointing. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35)—‘When 
Strangers Meet’ (Col) and “Twin 
Husbands’ (ist Div), split, but no 


Around $7,500. Ditto 
last week on ‘I Hate Women’ and 
‘Monte Carlo Nights,’ split, with 
vaude and Buck Jones in person 
over week-end. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 25-35- 
40)—'Stingaree’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Richard Dix picture aided 
by socko campaign, getting $14,500 
but no more. Irene Dunne, Tom 
Brown and Mitzi Green in person 
for first three days a help. Last 
week ‘20th Century’ (Col) up to 
good $12,000 despite Barrymore not 
usually a draw at this house. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-35-55) 
—‘Uncertain Lady’ (U) and stage 
show with Ben Bernie in person. 
Radio maestro and the lads are at 
top of the broadcasting heap in 
these parts and maybe $14,000. If 
so, this will be second best gross 
since F&M operation. Ted Lewis, 


more vaude. 


returning last week, with ‘Black 
Cat’ (U) the horror picture, hit 
good $13,500, above his previous 
week. 


Paramount (FWC) (2,400; 25-35- 
40)—‘Tarzan and Mate’ (MG). First 
single film since duals were inau- 
gurated three months ago, and 
Weissmuller-O’Sullivan team and 
Burroughs story drawing lotta kids. 
Biz is good at $12,000, which is bet- 
ter than has been done on many 
duals, including last week when 
Raft in ‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) was 
weak at $11,000, when split with 
‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox). 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Viva Villa’ (MG) (2nd week). 
Holding for a second stanza here, 
after a record gross across the 
street at the Warfield, making three 
weeks on Market St. Currently, 
will get $5,000, after $7,000 on the 
first, and $27,000 at the Warfield. 

Strand (Cohen) (990; 25-40)— 
‘Hitler’s Reign’ (Cummins). Man- 
ager was arrested for running such 
a film and there has been much talk 
but not much biz. Mebbe $2,500 on 
the week, and that’s very disap- 
pointing. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘No Greater Glory’ (Fox). Without 
draw names is not getting the biz, 
and poor at $5,000. ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB), bowed out after 
nine days, getting $9,000 on the lot, 
and that’s poor. 

Warfield (FW) (2,700; 35-45-65-— 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Musical has an okay 
sounding cast but off at $18,500. 
Last stanza ‘Sadie McKee’ (MG) 
with stage show hit $21,000, very 
go00d. 





Ville’ Is Viva in Detroit, 
Smash $33,000; Arliss OK 


Detroit, May 21. 


With the Michigan making a big 
play for biz, house is stepping out 
again this week as the pacemaker. 
Using ‘Viva Villa’ there takes that 


film away from a run at the United 
Artists. Using a short stage show 
and opened big. 

The Fox has to be content with a 
Jesser run of pictures and is trying 
to offset with names on stage. Com- 
petition is plenty tough here with 
both Michigan and Fox on the go. 
This week Fox has ‘Stingaree’ and 
is using Hal LeRoy, Ken Murry and 
others on stage. Also opened bet- 


ter than the week previous. 
Last week Walter Winchell man- 





aged to lead the town at the Fox 
with a mild $23,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Indie) (5,100; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Stingaree’ (Radio) and big 
stage show about $21,000 in sight, 
getting by. Last week Walter Win- 
chell in person and ‘Sisters Under 
the Skin’ (Col) ordinary $23,000. 

Michigan (Par) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—Viva Villa’ (MGM) and 
stage show. Romping toward a 
smash $33,000. Last week ‘Tarzan’ 
(MG) fair $20,000. 

United Artists (Par) (2,018; 15-25- 
35-40-55)—Rothschild’ (UA) (3d 
week). Still okay, $7,000. Last 
week pretty at $13,000. 

Fisher (Par) (2,750; 
—‘Private Scandal’ (UA). 
$5,000, okay. Last week 
White’ (MG) in third week, 
$4,000. 


‘Heart’ Jumps New 
To $6,000 at Balto; 
Sweet ‘Sadie,’ 22G’s 


Baltimore, May 21. 


Heat wave wafted over town from 
Friday through weekend, diverting 
plenty of prospective biz from box- 
office to beaches. Coolers on at 
every theatre but burg still too en- 
thusiastic over advent of spring to 
seek to dodge the sun. 
Only two houses doing really im- 
portant biz this week. Century, 
with ‘Sadie McKee’, and the New 
is enjoying one of its sparkier ses- 
sions with ‘Change of Heart’. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
40-55-66)—‘Sadie McKee’ (M-G) 
and vaude. George Givot and Al 
Trahan on stage, but primarily the 
Crawford draw hoisting’ to smacko 
$22,000. Last week ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama’ (M-G), and Lupe Velez 
heading vaude, $24,000. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-66)—Stingaree’ (Radio) 
and ‘King’s Scandals’ unit. Won't 
budge indifferent $11,000. Zasi \. 
‘Sisters Under Skin’ (Col) and 
‘Broadway to Rio’ unit near $10,000. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
30-35-40-50)—‘Come on Marines’ 
(Par). Too much opposition from 
the adjacent New. About $3,000, 
flabby. Last week ‘Black Cat’ 
slipped to $4,000, fair. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-35- 
40-50) —"Change of Heart’ (Fox). 
Should snag sparkling $6,000, best 
here in months. Appears cinch to 


15-25-35-40) 
Look to 
‘Men in 
fair 








holdover. Last week, in five days, 
‘Now Ill Tell’ (Fox) never got 
started, only “1,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 


‘Upper World’ (WB). Theatre bill- 
ing Ben Hecht, author, over every- 
thing. Wait ’till MacArthur hears 
about it. Pic getting scattering class 
play, but won't better $8,500, n.g. 
Last week ‘We're Not Dressing’ 
(Par), a nice $13,500. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,000; 35- 
40-55) (two-a-day)—‘Sadie McKee’ 
(MG). First-running concurrently 
at Century also. Doubtful of cross- 
ing $2,000, poor. Isn’t type pic to 
draft carriage trade and that’s the 
element for this house. Last week 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) slow- 
ed to standstill and finished up 
around $2,500. 


(U), 


Villa,’ $7,500, Omaha; 
‘Stingaree, $5,500 


Omaha, May 21. 
Straight pictures in all houses is 





the entertainment diet resumed 
along film row. Stellar attractions 
all around should draft some 


heavier money. Contest for first 
place is a four-way struggle, edge 
going to ‘Viva Villa’ at the Para- 
mount over a pre-release playing of 
‘Stingaree’ at the Brandeis. Pancho, 
in the person of Beery, stands fair 
to drag in $7,500, while Dix, a 
favorite in this town, will see $5,500 
as it opens a day early for an eight- 
day run. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25-40) 
—‘Viva Villa’ (MGM). Type of at- 
traction needed in this house and 
should sell to a strong week with 
Beery the magnet. Around $7,500, 
a substantial purse. Last week, 
‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par) with 
‘The Big Bad Wolf’ in assistance 
could do only near average; $6,250, 
passable. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,200; 20-25- 
35) — ‘Stingaree’ (Radio). Has a 
program partner in ‘The Crime 
Doctor’ (Radio). Dix-Dunne vehicle 
opened the show Thursday for an 
eight-day run and with the pre- 
release play getting ballyhooed can 
see a neat $5,500. Last week, ‘Twen- 
tieth Century’ (Col) and ‘Sisters 
Under the Skin’ (Col), couldn’t hold 
their own, and were jerked at end 
of sixth day. Fell under $4,000. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MGM) 
double billed with ‘Uncertain Lady’ 
(U). In for a good take at around 
$7,500. Last week, ‘You’re Telling 
Me’ (Par), with George Olsen and 
band and Ethel Shutta on the stage 
saw the second record week the 
house has had under Blank control. 
Till register near equalled the mark 
set by Ben Bernie and band in 
March; $16,000, the very top. 

World (Blank) (2,100; 25-35)— 
Tll Tell the World’ (U) dualled 
with ‘All Men Are Enemies’ (Fox). 
Draft here comes from Lee Tracy, 
and should be good for an average 
week at $4,000. Last week ‘As the 
Earth Turns’ (WB) together with 
‘Smoky’ (Fox) saw biz perk to 
$4,200. 


‘VILLA’ BRIGHTENS DULL 
PITT AT $17,000 GAIT 


Pittsburgh, May 21. 

‘Viva Villa,’ at the Penn, about the 
only big noise this week. The War- 
ner went to a double feature policy 
with ‘Black Cat’ and ‘This Man Is 
Mine’ for the initial sprint, and 
looks as though the policy might up 
the take.” 

‘Rothschild,’ moving over to the 
Davis from the Penn without ad- 
vantage of advance publicity, did a 
nice eight days, and then the shut- 
ters went up for the summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rothschild’ (UA). Gumshoed over 
from the Penn without build-up. 
Did $6,000 on an eight-day stay, but 
not sufficient to win a holdover, and 
house dark. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25- 
40)—‘Show-Off’ (MG). Lucky if it 
can click off $4,000; no cheers. ‘Sor- 
rel and Son’ (UA) last week also 
$4,000. 7 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Viva Villa’ (MG). ‘In spite of its 
limited femme appeal looks to top 
town with $17,000. Last week ‘We’re 
Not Dressing’ (Par) fooled ’em; 
$13,000 isn’t bad for the season. 

Pitt (Shafer) (1,600; 25-40)—‘So- 
cial Register’ (Col) and ‘Midway 
Nights’ unit. Off at a saddening 














Manhattan Melodrama, $15,000 





Philly Sluggish—Few New Films—Raft Aids 
Earle to $18,000 





7 Philadelphia, May 21. 
Three hold-overs has reduced the 
number of openings this week to 
four. On the whole, the array of 
downtown offerings doesn’t promise 
any great amount of excitement al- 
though average biz is forecast. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘House 
of Rothschild’ (UA) (4th week). 
Still going strong, $9,000 indicated. 
Last week, $13,000. 


Arcadia (600: 25-40-50)—Wharf 
Angel’ (Par). Looks only fair, 
$2,100. Last week, ‘Such Women 


Only $1,800. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—‘Sadie Mc- 
Kee’ (MG). Surprised by holding 
over although some doubt if it gets 
a complete second week. If so $10,- 
000 may be hit. Last week, $15,500. 
Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)-——‘This 
Man Is Mine’ (Radio) and vaude- 
ville. George Raft is headliner. Be- 





Are Dangerous’ (Fox), plenty weak. 


tween $18,000 and $19,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘You’re Telling Me’ (Par) 
and vaude. George Jessel revue fea- 
tured. Hit $20,000. 

Fox (3,000; 30-40-60)—‘Stand Up 
and Cheer’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Another holdover although last 
week’s $19,000 was not remarkable. 
$13,000 likely this week other things 
being equal. 

Karlton (1,100: 30-40-50)—Glam- 
our’ (U). Doesn’t look so hot. May- 
be $2,800. Last week, ‘Laughing 
Boy’ (MG). Even weaker than that. 
Poor $2,500. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama’ (MG). Looks 
strong despite mixed notices. $15,- 
000 at least expected. Last week, 
‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par). Dis- 
appointing $11,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Witch- 
ing Hour (Par). Maybe $4,000. 
Opened midnight show lagt night. 
‘Merry Wives of Reno’ (WB). A 








sad $5,500. 


Rothschild Manna to Providence | 





Leads Town with $16,000; ‘Stand Up’ Okay 


at $6,500 








$5,800. ‘Three on a Honeymoon’ 
(Par) and King’s Scandals unit did 
$6,000 last week. 

Regent (WB) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Where Sinners Meet’ (indie) and 
‘One Is Guilty’ (Col). On a dual 
for $1,800. Last week only $1,600 
for ‘Ninth Guest’ (Col) and ‘Modern 
Hero’ (WB), unexciting. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Melody.in Spring’ (Par). Looks to 
warble $7,500 out of customers. 
Heartening after $6,000 session with 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB). 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 35-40)— 
‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘This Man Is 
Mine’ (Radio). Looking for $7,500 
on double bill, oke. Last week $3,- 
800 for ‘Double Door.’ 


Still Wintry Montreal 
Gives ‘Tarzan’ $10,000; 
French Opera, $3,500 


Montreal, May 21. 
Weather holding wintry helping 
main stems some, but grosses are 
beginning to show summer com- 
plaint. Hopes are high for the Tar- 


zan pic at the Capitol. No special 

counter-attractions in sight cur- 

rently, with ball team leaving town. 
Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50). French operetta, subscrip- 
tion basis, $3,000. Last week ‘There's 
Always Juliet’ (legit) not so good 
at $2,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘As the 
Earth Turns’ (WB) and ‘A Very 
Honorable Guy’ (WB). $7,500 would 
be satisfactory. Last week ‘Bottoms 
Up’ (Fox) and ‘You're Telling Me’ 
(Par) topped town at $9,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Tarzan 
and His Mate’ (MG) and ‘Private 
Scandal’ (Par). Pretty sure to get 
good biz at $10,000. Last week 
“‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par) and 
‘Double Door’ (Par) good at $9,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50)—‘Glam- 
our’ (U) and ‘T’ll Tell the World’ 
(U). Looks like $7,000. Last week 
‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) and ‘Love 
Birds’ (U) down to $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—‘Pa- 
looka’ (UA) and ‘Social Register’ 
(Col). Should gross $7,500. Third 
week of ‘Rothschild’ (UA) and 
‘Chance at Heaven’ (Radio) last 
night grossed very good $8,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Liberte Cherie.’ Will 
gross about $1,500. Third week ‘Les 
Thenardier’ last week $1,000. 


SADIE M’KEE’ $20,000 
LEADS DULL BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 21. 

Complexion of the downtown de- 
luxers has changed quite a bit. You 
wouldn’t recognize the old town this 
week, Paramount is closed; Fox is 
on a week to week basis; Strand 
is giving ‘em two features for the 
price of one; Walter Hampden in 
‘Richelieu,’ ‘Hamlet’ and ‘Macbeth’ 
at the Academy of Music; Coney 
Island boardwalk getting a good 
play. 
; The Paramount, instead of clos- 
ing on Thursday, kept its door open 
until Sunday night. Attraction was 
“Were Not Dressing’ (Par) and Mil- 
ton Berle on stage. House did about 
$31,000 on 10 days, good, but too 
late for the operating table. The 
Strand goes back to singles Thurs- 
day (24). 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Conco) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 

‘Success at Any Price’ (Radio) and 











stage show. Should do _ about 
$12,000, satisfactory. Last week, 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col), $10,500. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Change of Heart’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Around $15,000, off. Last week, 
‘20th Century’ (Col), $15,000. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) 
(3,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Sadie McKee’ 


(MG) and vaude, featuring Johnny 
Perkins. Around $20,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Laughing Boy’ $13,000, 
mild. 


Strand (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Journal of Crime’ (FN) and ‘An 
Honorable Guy’ (FN). First time 


in history of house that patrons are 
getting a double dose. Mebbe $6,000, 


weak. House returns to. singles 
Thursday (24), playing ‘He Was 
Her Man’ (WB). Last week, ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (2d week) did 


satisfactory $7,000. 


CLIVE’S 2-A-YR. FOR WB 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Colin Clive contracted to Warners 


Providence, May 21. 


Picture fare is nothing to rave 
about as a whole. Best two bets 
look like ‘House of Rothschild’ and 
‘Stand Up and Cheer.’ Others just 
so-so. ‘Rothschild’ at Loew's with 
vaudeville, but there’s no question 
that the picture’s doing all the work, 
Opening great and nothing to indi- 
cate that pace should _ slacken, 
Wouldn’t surprise anyone if gross 
tilts $16,000. 


‘Stand Up and Cheer’ at the Ma- 
jestic with ‘Morning After’ as a 
companion picture. Should be 
stronger, but considering. snail's 
pace at which things have been 
moving at this house, this week's 
gross of $6,500 will look swell. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘A Mod- 
ern Hero’ (WB) and ‘Cotton Club 
Revue’ on stage. Town just plain 
nuts on colored shows, and there’s 
no doubt that this spot will be able 
to ease into a nifty $7,000 without 
difficulty. Picture’s part in gross 
build-up is hard to gauge. Last 
week ‘Such Women Are Dangerous’ 
(Fox) and ‘Casino Follies’ managed 
to come through okay on strength 
of stage show at $7,200. 


Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) and 
vaudeville. Stage show weak, but 


house doesn’t need it this week. As 
a matter of fact picture would do 
much better if it was playing solo; 
$16,000 is not to be sniffed at. Last 
week ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) 
was tepid at $9,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and 
‘The Morning After.’ Best bet in 
town among the straight picture 
houses. While pace should be a 
great deal stronger, $6,500 represents 
almost double of what house has 
been bringing in lately. Last week 
‘Journal of a Crime’ (WB) and ‘Half 
a Sinner’ (U) was lukewarm at $4,- 
100. 

Paramount (Indie) (2,200; 15-25- 
40)—‘Witching Hour’ (Par) and 
‘Manhattan Love Song’ (Mono). 
Brisk start, but downward slide 
over the week-end indicates this 
one will be toughest week house has 
had since it went indie over a year 
ago. Not more than $2,500 indi- 
cated; bad. Last week ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ (Par) and ‘City Limits’ 
(Mono) was oke at $6,500. 

RKO Albee (2,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Stingaree’ (RKO) and ‘The Party’s 
Over’ (Col). Agreeable bill getting 
fair comment and fairly good treat- 
ment from the cricks, but the take 
ings are not so hot. Going indicates, 
however, that next to the Majestic, 
house will be in a fair position with 
$4,800 as top. Last week ‘Finish- 
ing School’ .RKO) and ‘Whirlpool’ 
(Col) so-so at $4,000. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 
‘Hell Bent for Love’ (Col) and 
‘Marriage on Approval.’ Looks like 
a fair $1,150 on split week. Last 
week ‘The Line-Up’ (Col) and ‘I 
Like It That Way’ (U) also fair at 
$1,050 on split week. 


10-15-25)— 





30 DAY PRINCESS’ 
$12,000, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, May 21. 

They'll split the take fairly evenly 
among them again this week and 
few of the film houses will have 
much left when all the bills are 
paid. And some of them may not 
even be able to pay the bills. 

Loew’s State, doing nicely enough 
with a trio of stars, is an excep- 





tion. There the story will be a 
profitable week. Considering the 
absence of expensive stage show, 


the Ambassador is doing fairly well, 
too, although far from the figure 
when flesh was in the house 


Estimates for This Weck 

Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 
25-35-55) — ‘Thirty-Day Princess’ 
(Par). Around $12,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Catherine the Great’ (UA) 
and ‘House of Mystery’ (Mono- 
gram) got $10,000. 

Fox (F.&M.) (5,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Change of Heart’ (Fox) and 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Fox). Fair 
at $13,000. Last week ‘Where Sin- 


and ‘Now I}! Tell’ 
around $10,000. 


ners Meet’ (Fox) 
(Fox) lukewarm 





for two pix annually. 


Loew’s (3,000; 25-35-55)—'‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama’ (MG). (ood 
$15,000. Last week ‘Viva Villa’ 
(MG) big $18,000. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500: 25-40) 
—Double Door’ (Par) and ‘Half 
a Sinner’ (Radio). Poor $6,000. 
Last week ‘Uncertain Lady’ (U) 
and ‘Manhattan Love Sone’ ( Mono- 
gram’ obtained $7,000. 

Shubert (Warners) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘A’s Earth Turns’ (WB) and 
‘Very Honorable Guy’ (WB) 
Headed for $9,000. Last week ‘Reg- 
istered Nurse’ (WB) and ‘Harold 
Teen’ (WB) copped $11,000 
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‘Change of Heart’ Nick Parkyakakas, 


$74,000 at Metropolitan, Boston 





Boston, May 21. 

Conditions are fairly favorable 
here although double feature ten- 
dency is growing and soon single 
feature deluxers will be in a min- 
ority downtown, 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-40) 
*Stingaree’ (Radio). House will be 
lucky if it brings in $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Twentieth Century’ (Col), 
began hotsy-totsy, but slanted, gar- 
nering a n.s.h. $11.500. Spot goes 
double film next Saturday. This 
will leave Met, State and Orpheum 
alone among major single filmers. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-30-40) 
*Party’s Over’ (Col), and ‘Line Up’ 
(Col). May get $9,000, ordinary. 
Last week, ‘Keep ’Em_ Rolling’ 
(Radio), and ‘Where Sinners Meet’ 
(Radio), had three big days at 


start, but slumped, total set at 
$8,500, off. 
Orpheum (Loew) ($3,000; 30-40- 


60) ‘Viva Villa’ (MG) and vaude. 
Very lively, movie being the hypo. 
Looks pretty safe for fine $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Sorrell and Son’ (UA) 
and vaude, film one of those occa- 
sional evils; unhappy at $9,500. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
*House of Rothschild’ (UA). Biggest 
biz in town. Plenty biz left in this 
one, despite roading in recently for 
grand stay at Majestic; and State 
seems to have a clincher on $15,000, 
bing-bangish. Last week, ‘Manhat- 
tan Melodrama’ (MG) was the big- 
gest thing in town, crashing a gate 
of $17,500, jubileeish. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 30-50-65) 
SChange of Heart’ (Fox). Gaynor 
draw at this spot. In addition has 
Nick Parkyakakas, local advertis- 
ing expert (Harry Einstein) w.k. on 
air and now making footlight bow. 
Rialto credits him with big pull, 
also. So house is climbing, and 
$24,000 in prospect is nifty. Ed 
Smith piles on big stage revue and 
show runs long and is generous on 
talent. Last week, ‘Thirty-Day 
Princess’ (Par) and ‘Up Pops the 
King’ stage show, under $20,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
55) ‘Such Women* Are Dangerous’ 
(Fox) and ‘Private Scandal’ (Par). 
Looks profitable, at $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Registered Nurse’ (FN) and 
“All Men Are Enemies’ (Fox), $7,500, 
nice 


Hot Weather Scram-Outs 
Taking Toll in Wash’ton 


Washington, May 21. 

Looks like boys will have to be sat- 
isfied with hot weather figures from 
now on, Sizzling week end is sending 
‘em to the great open spaces and 
nobody is really up in the money. 

Lupe Velez personal at Fox is 
best bet. With plenty of advance 
etuff in the drama columns and 
second boost coming when word got 
around that Weissmuller would ac- 
company her in off-stage moments, 
she opened nice. Act is hailed as 
first film celebrity appearance 
which offers real entertainment and 
ought to build right up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60) 
"Now I'll Tell’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Spencer Tracy no draw here and 
fact that pic is entertaining doesn’t 
help. Lupe Velez personal is re- 
sponsible for nice $21,000. Last week 
‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) can thank 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon on 
stage for oke $20,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60) 
‘Smarty’ (WB) and vaude. Pic get- 
ting WB comedy stock fans. Pappy, 
Ezra and Zeke heading extra-act 
vaude, but not enough air rep to 
make ’em a draw. Maybe oke $14,- 
500. Last week ‘Melody in Spring’ 
(Par) fair $13,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60) 
*Stingaree’ (Radio). Opened nicely. 
Bowed in Wednesday but comes out 
at end of seven days without trying 
extra three days. Probably satis- 
factory $8,000. Last week ‘Sisters 
Under the Skin’ (Col) pretty sick 
and pulled early with light $3,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60) 
"We're Not Dressing’ (Par). Good 
but not big $15,500. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Rothschild’ (UA) held up 
nicely, $14,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853: 25-35-50) ‘Half 
@ Sinner’ (U). Net satisfactory 
$4,000. Last week ‘Black Cat’ (U) 
nice $6,000 but didn’t win expected 
holdover. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-40) ‘Forgot- 
ten Men’ (FD). Revival after last 
Summer’s run here given plenty of 
bally, but critics hopping on way 
film is whacked up. Should satisfac- 
tory $3,500. Last week ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB) repeat after 
week at Earle took oke $3,800. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40) 
‘Hold That Girl’ (Fox). Very weak 
$2,500. Last week repeat of ‘Tarzan’ 
(MG) another of films brought in 
following big runs at Palace; sat- 
isfactory $3,800, 





an all 


‘Men in White’ 
money pic on strength of Gable; 
$2,800 expected; 
week ‘Palooka’ (UA) just that after 
a fair start, $1,900. 





VIVA VILLA,” $7,500, 


PORTLAND TOPPER 


Portland, Ore., May 21. 

Vacation weather didn't keep 
crowds from the theatres over the 
week end, and that’s something to 
write in the record book. All houses 
did more than average biz. 

In spite of its more than a month 
showing ‘The House of Rothschild’ 
(UA) at the United Artists con- 
tinues to draw good houses. ‘Viva 
Villa’ (MGM) has been scheduled to 
follow and has had lotsa publicity 
for two weeks because of its post- 
ponement each time. 

Last week, Duke Ellington’s Re- 
vue type of music was something 
new to the natives. Admish prices 
were raised from 40 to 55 cents. 
Ted Lewis will try to keep up the 
batting average for this week, but 
looks doubtful if he will score like 
the Dock. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Twenty Million Sweethearts’ 
(WB). Another musical getting its 
share. The burg apparently goes 
for this type of flicker. Might reg- 
ister $6,500. Last week, ‘Sadie Mc- 
Kee’ (MGM) did consistent biz and 
clicked for $5,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Viva Villa’ (MGM). Ar- 
rived at last after being held two 
weeks until ‘House of Rothschild’ 
(UA) could collect the last dime. 
‘Villa’ holding up the honor of the 
house as a record breaking estab- 
lishment. Large, $7,500. Last week, 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) com- 
pleted its fourth week with big at- 
tendance each showing. Nice $3,800. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-40) 
—Change of Heart’ (Fox) and 
‘Witching Hour’ (Par) dual, doing 
fair and indicates about $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) 
and ‘Double Door’ (Par) held the 


expected gait and recorded $4,700. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—‘Merry Wives of Reno’ (WB) 
and Ted Lewis and company on the 
stage. This house doing well with 
stage shows but pix are weak. 
around $3,000. Last week, ‘Melody 
in Spring’ (Par) and Duke Elling- 
ton’s Revue was the big noise of 
the town and collected a good 
$7,000. 

Pantages (S&M) (1,800; 15-25)— 
‘Wine, Women and Song’ (Mono) 
and vaude. So so, maybe $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Wild Boys of the Road’ 
(FN) and vaude, only $1,900. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25)— 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col) (2nd 
week). Slowing down, but better 
than average, $3,000. 


LINCOLN UP THIS Wk. 


Heat a Denter Previous Stanza— 
‘Men White’ Strong 











Lincoln, May 21. 

Last week slumped all along, in 
company with terrific heat, but this 
week looks much better. ‘Men in 
White’ at the Lincoln and ‘Change 
of Heart’ for Stuart should suffi- 
ciently excite the neighbors to get 
‘em downtown. Stuart’s about to 
come into its heyday as the pop 
house, because it’s fitted with the 
best atmosphere freezer in town 
and is also the deluxer. Most houses 
resemble a br°*k kiln when the temp 
gets above 90. 

Orpheum, 
Liberty likely to darken in June 
until the State Fair in September. 

Estimates fo: This Week 

Capitol (Livingston) (875; 10-15), 
‘Morning After’ (Maj) and ‘Affairs 
of Gentleman’ (U) dual should rate 
right $1,000. Last week 


‘Laughing Boy’ (MG) got ’em in 


and ‘Half a Sinner’ (U) entertained 
‘em, and the week was a sock $1,200. 


10-15), 
(Radio). 
Last 


Coionia! (LTC) (750; 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
Usual fare, usual gross, $800. 


week ‘Man of Two Worlds’ (Radio) 
and ‘Man Trailer’ (Col) split, was 
an $850 taker. 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600: 
(MG). 


10-15-25), 
Large size 


very good. Last 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25), 


“Where Sinners Meet’ (Radio) first 
half with three acts vaude. 
$2,000; 
World’ (U) and ‘Witching Hour’ (U) 
with the Blue Ridge Mountaineers 
on the 


About 


fair. Last week ‘Tell the 


stage; a nitemare week, 


$1,500, bad. 
Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40), 
‘Change of Heart’ (Fox). Synchro- 


nized with the closeness of college 
commencement and the eve of en- 
trance of some 1,000 stu ies into the 
cold world should intrigue extra at- 
tendance. 
‘We're Not Dressing’ 
nude all the way around leaving the 
b.o. bare, $2,200. 


Oke $3,100. Last week 


(Par) was a 


‘WILD CARGO,’ $4,000, BIG 


Tacoma Oke Although Stevedore 
Strike Hurts Lumber Biz 





Tacoma, May 21. 

Music Box goes up again on ad- 
mission prices, but Roxy stays put 
at the lower scale, 
saying it will 
with the public. 

Takings steady, with the 
holding its own pretty well through 
fair weather and foul. Employment 
conditions fairly good, although the 
lumber biz is affected by the stev- 
edore strike. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—Wild Cargo’ 
entire week, as a solo, and heavily 
billed, should reach big $4,000. Last 
week, ‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) 
last minute booking change to fool 
the opposition, got $5,300 in eight 
days. Big. 


Side of Heaven’ (MGM) and ‘Cross 
Country Cruise’ (U) dual, first half; 
‘Three on Honeymoon’ (Fox) and 
‘Beloved’ (U) dual, last half. Maybe 
$3,000, which is okay here. Last 
week, ‘George White Scandals’ 
(Fox) and ‘Once to Every Woman’ 
(Col) dual, first half; ‘I Am Su- 
zanne’ (Fox) and ‘Shadows of Sing 
Sing’ (Col) dual, last half, for av- 
erage $3,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘She Made Her Bed’ (Par) and 
‘Upper World’ (WB) first half dual; 
then ‘Registered Nurse’ 





Crawford, Gaynor and 





New Orleans, May 21. 


coffers currently. 


of Heart.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Saenger (3,568; 
Heart’ (Fox). Gaynor and Farrell 


and $10,000 seems assured. Last 
week ‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (WB) 
got healthy $9,000. 
Loew’s State (3,218: 
McKee (MG). 


week ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG), 
$11,000. 
Orpheum (2,400; 


Last 
(Col) 


(Col). Dual will get $6,000. 
week ‘Twentieth Century’ 
ditto. 

Tudor (700; 
Are Dangerous’ (Fox). 
$2,500. Last week 
Me’ (Par) got $1,700. 

St. Charles (2,200; 
the World’ (U). 
weeks, with $2,500 apparent. 
week ‘Glamour’ (U) to $1,800. 


30)—‘Such Women 





management | 


iy. withthe. town PRINCESS’ LEADS N’ARK’ 
WITH 12G; ‘TELL’ $11,000 | 


town} 


(Radio). In for} 


Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-25)—‘This 


(FN) and 
‘Four Frightened People’ (Par) last 


half. Probably $1,500. Last week, 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and ‘His 
Double Life’ (Par) first half; 
‘Cradle Song’ (Par) and ‘Sing and 
Like It’ (RKO) last half, so-so, 
$1,650. 


‘Murder at Vanities’, $12,000 in LA 
Kate Smith Unit Around $14,000 





Newark, May 21, 
anywhere this 
with 


No one is going 
week. Paramount - Newark, 
‘80 Davy Princess,’ will probably lead 
with close to $12,000, but will take 
eight days to do it. Proctor’s, with 
Mrs. Arnold Rothstein's ‘Now I'll 
Tell’ will crawl in second with 
maybe $11,000. These are, however, 
top figures, to be lessened if the 
warm, clear weather lasts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,965; 15-65) — 
‘Journal of a Crime’ (FN) and 
‘Very Honorable Guy’ (FN). Brown 
and Chatterton names will probably 
draw to some extent, but word-of- 
mouth won't help. Will be going 
some to hit $8,000. Last week, ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (FN), disap- 
pointed with $9,100. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Trumpet Blows’ (Par) and ‘Cath- 
erine the Great’ (UA). Won't be 
much better than $3,000, Last week, 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and ‘You're 
Telling Me’ (Par), bad at $3,400. 

Little (Franklin) 299; 35-50) — 
‘Heideschulmeister Uwe Karsten’ 
(Ufa) and ‘Der Korvettenkapitan.’ 
Not much this week, probably not 





Farrell Get ’Em in N. 0. 


Joan Crawford's ‘Sadie McKee’ is 
easily topping the town and will 
sweep over $14,000 into Loew's State 
Saenger has a 
magnet in Gaynor-Farrell in ‘Change 


40)—‘Change of 


still have their nice local following 


40)—‘Sadie 
Hitting on all 
cylinders for smashing $14,000. Last 


35) —‘Whirlpool’ 
(Col) and ‘Sisters Under the Skin’ 


Will do nice 
‘You're Telling 


25)—T'll Tell 
Better than recent 
Last 


$500. But next week house will try 
an all-English program and if it 
goes, good-by Vaterland! Last 
week, ‘Kreutzer Emden’ (Kinema- 


trade) and ‘Die Verkaufte Braut’ 


(Kinematrade), poor at $450. 


Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75) — 
‘Laughing Boy’ (MG) and ‘Spices of 
1934." Pic means nothing but stage 
show with disrobed ladies should 
draw by word-of-mouth unless 
Newarkers have changed their taste. 
About $10,000. Last week, ‘Manhat- 
tan Melodrama’ (MG), better than 
expected at $15,700. 


Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 15-99) — ‘80 Day Princess’ 
(Par) and vode. Running eight 
days and doing better than recent 
films. Maybe $12,000. Last week, 
‘Double Door’ (Par), jerked after 
six days to an awful $5,700. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
55-60-75-85)—‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox) 
and vode. Fair, but unlikely to beat 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Twentieth Cen- 
tury’ (Col), nearly $12,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
40)—‘Such Women are Dangerous’ 
(Fox) and ‘Wild Cargo’ (Radio), 
with ‘This Man Is Mine’ (Radio) and 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) split. 
Got enough here probably to pull 
the gross up to $4,500. Last week, 
‘All Men Are Enemies’ (Fox) and 
‘Crime of Helen Stanley’ (Col), with 
‘Voice in the Night’ (Col) and ‘Twin 





Husbands’ (Fox), no draw, $3,900. 








Sun and possibly the) 





no magnet 


Minn. Stricken by Strike 


All Loop Houses May Not Do $23,000 This 
Week—‘Rothschild’ Holds Up 








Minneapolis, May 21. 
Between a teamsters’ strike, heat, 
drouth, and paucity of outstanding 
attractions, there’s plenty of reason 
why local grosses are threatening to 
plump the depths this week. 


Total takings for all loop first 
runs may not exceed $23,000. Strike 
is the worst in the city’s history and 
undoubtedly is a factor in the b.o. 
condition. Neighborhood houses 
probably are suffering worse than 
the loop emporiums. Some of the 
larger ones were grossing but $10 
to $15 nightly last week, prospec- 
tive patrons standing around on 
corners hoping that strikers and po- 
lice would put a free show. 

Principal attraction currently is 
probably ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ at 
the Minnesota, but even this one 
isn’t hot in a berg where they ap- 
parentiy are fed up on musicals and 
won't go for even the good ones any 
more. House will do well to get 
$6,000, despite a heavy and effective 
ad campaign. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200: 25-35- 
40)—‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). 
Local prejudice against musicals 
and generally adverse conditions too 
much of an obstacle. At most $6,000 
and may be less. Last week ‘Men in 
White’ (MG) and Roxy and Gang on 
stage. Finished to good $19,000. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890: 25-35- 
40)—‘Stingaree’ (Radio). Not suf- 
ficiently strong to pull in face of 
current detrimental factors and Dix 
here. Maybe 33,000, 








light. Last week ‘20th Century’ 
(Col) $4,500 in eight days. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘30-Day Princess’ (Par). Probably 
in for eight or nine days. May reach 
fair $4,000. Last week ‘Witching 
Hour’ (Par) yanked after five bad 
days, $1,500. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-35-40) 
—Rothschild’ (UA). Second week 
and still at fine clip. At least one 
more week likely. Looks about $9,- 
000, good. First week $11,000. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-50-75) 
— Was a Spy’ (Fox). Not stirring 
much interest. About $900 indicated, 
light. Last week ‘Beloved’ (U) well 
liked, but didn’t click, $800. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Death Takes Holiday’ (Par). Looks 


around $2,000, pretty good. Last 
week ‘Riptide’ (MG) $2,200. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par). Should 


reach fair $2,500. Last week ‘Tar- 
zan’ (MG), second run, at advanced 
40c scale only $2,000. 


Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Three on Honeymoon’ (Fox), first 
run, and ‘Earth Turns’ (WB), sec- 
ond run, split. About $900, light. 


Last week ‘Laughing Boy’ MG) and 
‘Poor Rich’ (U), first runs, $8900. 


Aster (Publix) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Moulin touge’ (UA), ‘Hi Nellie’ 
(WB) and ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
(Par), second, third and fifth loop 
runs, split. Pretty good at $1,200 
Last week ‘Happened One 
(Col), third loop run, and ‘Em- 
peror Jones’ (LA), second 
$1,008. 


+ 


155) ‘Viva Villa’ 


Los Angeles May 21 

State will occupy the top rung 
his week by a big margin with 
‘Viva Villa ‘Murder at the Vani- 
ties’ built over the week-end and 
looks like a good two week attrac- 
tion. Paramount has Kate Smith 
unit and Private Scandal’ and 
looks fair 

In its final week at Chinese 
‘Rothschild’ picked up a bit above 


the previous stanza 
Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 55c- 


$1.65) ‘Rothschild’ (UA) and stage 
show (7th week). Dragging in lots 
of theatre parties and gaited to 
tune of $15,500. Last week came 
home with $14,100. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-35- 
40-55) ‘Upperworld’ (WB). Too 


much opposition for this one to get 
beyond $5,500. Last week ‘A Very 
Honorable Guy’ (FN) only $4,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35-40- 
55) ‘Registered Nurse’ (FN). 
Started off at fair clip and looks 
like $6,000. Last week ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB) tuned out for 
second and final week to a profit- 
able $7,200. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25) ‘Twin Husband’ (Chester- 
field) and ‘I'll Tell the World’ (U) 
split. Not worrying management at 
$3,600. Last week ‘Guilty’ (Col) and 
‘Loud Speaker’ (Mono) $3,100. 

Pantages (Pan) 2,700; 25-40) 
‘Laughing Boy’ (MG) and ‘Affairs 
of a Gentleman’ (U) split. Way off 
at around $2,000. Last week ‘Tomor- 
row’s Children’ (Foy) highly ex- 
ploited at $5,900. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-£5) ‘Private Scandal’ (Par) and 
stage show. Kate Smith plenty of 
help against heavy opposition, but 
trade only fair at $14,000. Last week 
‘Thirty Day Princess’ (Par) just so- 
so, a bit short of $12,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-35-40) ‘Wild 
Cargo’ (Radio) (2nd week). With- 
out Frank Buck in person final five 
days’ total around $3,500. Last week, 
first stanza, with Buck appearing, 
just a shade over $10,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
(MG). Looks as 
though $23,000 will be total for the 
first stanza, equaling record held by 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) since vaude 
has been out. Last week ‘Men in 
White’ (MG) $17,900, 

Unitec Artists (Grauman) (2,100; 
25-36-40) ‘Murder at the Vanities’ 
(Par). With great campaign behind 
it, start not up to expectations with 
first week indicating around $12,000, 


DENVER BIZ DOWN, 
EARTH’ AT $2,500 


Denver, May 21. 

In spite of thousands of signers to 
League of Decency pledge and chal- 
lenge of Harry Huffman to league 
to support better type of film, ‘As 
Earth Turns’ is doing disappointing 
business, while ‘Viva Villa,’ de- 
nounced strongly in Catholic cathe- 
dral sermon, did so well last week 

















run, | closing with close 
javerage. 


at Denver it was taken to Para- 
mount Saturday for-indefinite run. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘As the Earth Turns’ (WB), 
Not good around $2,500, although 
touted as ‘worthy’ film. Last week, 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) on its 
third and last week, still kept the 
house above average with $4,000. 
It broke the house record for some 
time with $9,000 on the opening 
week, then $6,000 on second. ‘Roth- 
schild’ cops honor of being second 
picture to last three weeks at this 
classy little house, and 1s first pic- 
ture to stay three weeks at any 
Denver theatre in several years. 
Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-40) 


—'‘Thirty-Day Princess’ (Par). Head- 


ed for so-so $3,500. Last week, 
‘You're Telling Me’ (Par), around 
$5,000. Film was recommended by 
priest in broadside leveled at films 
at local Catholic cathedral. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Change of Heart’ (Fox). Fig- 
ure $5,500. Last week, ‘Viva Villa’ 
(MG) did so well at the Denver, 
closing with $9,500, that it is being 
moved to the Paramount for a run. 


Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-55)—‘Merry Wives of Reno’ 
(WB). Stage show with Milt 


Franklin. Expect around $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Such Women Are Dangerous’ 
(Fox) played to steady crowds all 
week, and helped by stage show that 
went over, did an average business 


of $9,500. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
109)—‘Crosby Case’ (U), and ‘Love 
Birds’ (U), three days, and ‘Viva 
Villa’ (MG), four days—moved di- 


rect from Denver where it played to 
week—will stay full 


swell biz all 

week. Estimated at $3,000 on week. 
Last week, ‘Journal of a Crime’ 
(FN) did badly on four days, but 
business picked up sornewhat on the 


Night’| first double bill for this house—‘The 
Crosby Case’ and “The Love Birds,’ 


to $2,900, below 
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All-Time Record; 


$11,000, Socko; ‘Nana’ So-So $7,000 


+ 





Paris, May 12. 

‘Little Women’ (Radio) is giving 
the town its biggest American sock 
for a long time. M. Franck, of the 
Edouard VII, had ‘to go round to 
the corner bistro to hire 30 chairs 
at 15 cents each to stick in the 
aisle for the overflow customers. 
(Fire rules are off, apparently, for 
Hepburn). 


On the basis of first four days 
pic will do close to $11,000 in its 


Taiy Gets $200,000 in France, 


Little Women 





Nearly Over 





Mexico City, May 21. 

Sam Seidelman, U.A. manager 
here, reports that a cotipie ar- 
rived at the Regis theatre 
while ‘Henry VIII’ was on and 
wanted to know how much 
longer it would run. 

‘Not long,’ the doorman told 
them. ‘They’’e just knocking 
off the fifth wife.’ 








first week, a record for the 600- 





seater showcase, at $1.65 top. After 
opening on a matinee and filling the 
house, much to his_ surprise, 
Franck did a record Monday, a day 
when nobody ever goes to films in 
Paris. Lineup of cars outside the- 
atre looks like boom times. 

Radio’s other opener for its direct 
releasing program, ‘Flying Down to 
Rio,’ piaying the Elysee-Gaumont 
under title of ‘Carioca,’ is doing 
only moderately well, with about 
$6,400 the first week. ‘Women’ 
went well past this figure by its 
fourth day. Houses both seat about 
the same number and prices are 
identical, so the comparison is di- 
rect. 

Another one that’s doing only 
fairly well on the Champs Elysees | ; 
is ‘Nana’ (UA), which did $7,000 
at the Lord Byron in its first. week. 
This is appreciably below the gross 
done by ‘Roman Scandals,’ last pic 
the house showed, which was no 
knockout, either. 

United Artists is not greatly dis- 
pleased, however, considering all 
the noise that was sent aloft over 
‘Nana’ not having anything to do 
with Zola’s book. ,Pic is a personal 
triumph for Anna Sten, they con- 
sider, although not doing much in 
this country as a film. Provinces, 
which don’t care so much about lit- 
erary tradition, may do better for 
it than Paris. 

‘Henry’s’ Big Biz 

Lots of consolation is available 
for UA in contemplation of the 
‘Henry VIII’ figures. This picture 
has just completed its fifth run in 
Paris, which brings its total to 32 
weeks in the capital, during which 
times it grossed more than $171,- 
000, an all-time record for a foreign 
language film. It could be passed 
to a sixth Paris theatre if the law 
allowed, but five is the maximum, 
In a month or two it will be 
dubbed and can start all over 
again. in that form, with no ilmit 
on the number of theatres in which 
it can be shown. 

Another $33,000 must be added 
to the gross of ‘Henry’ in its orig- 
inal version for provincial show- 
ings which have already taken 
place, bringing the total for France 
to date niftily above the $200,000 
mark. 

“Wonder Bar’ (WB), which took 
over the Apollo this week, is not 
doing as big biz as its predecessor, 
‘Prologues,’ (‘Footlight Parade’). 

More distinctly a washout is 
‘Dancing Lady’ at the Madeleine, 
which MGM shoved into its boule- 
bard house last week to replace 
‘Eskimo.’ Dance contest exploita- 
tion stunt is relied on to pep up 
biz, but not helping much. 

‘Liliom’ (Fox), though a French 
made, deserved rating among the 
American pictures because of its 
sponsorship and is packing them 
in at three Queyrel showcases at 

the same time: Bonaparte (left 
bank), Agriculteure (right bank), 
and Cine Opera (center). 

‘Queen Christina’ (MGM) is get- 
ting along nicely at the Empire, 
despite kicks that the house, re- 

claimed from music hall after the 
Stavisky crash, is baaly handled 
by a staff which induiges in nasty 
cracks at the paying customers, in 
the old-fashioned French manner. 

‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) is trailing off 
a not too satisfactory run at Ras- 

pail 216. Will be replaced by 
‘Constant Nymph’ (British Gau- 
mont) in a few days. 

‘Duck Soup’ (Par) goes on and on 
at tiny Studio 28 up in Montmartre. 
If it holds the run much longer it 
will set a record for American 
comedies here. The Marx’s used to 
be shown regularly in Montmar- 
nasee at the Pantehon, and they’re 
doing better since they moved over 
to the Right Bank. 

Another long holdover, now in 
its sixth week, is ‘Old Dark House’ 
(U) at Studio Universal, on the Av- 
enue de l’Opera in the site famous 
for the hors d’ouvres of the Bras- 
serie Universal. This thriller is 
attracting good houses. 

‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (MGM) 
is having a good second run at the 
Ursulines, showing the. perennial 
pulling power of Laurel and Hardy 
in this burg. ‘I Cover the Water- 


Mex. Gov. Grant 


and local capitalists have worked 
out a building program, to be ex- 
ecuted soon, at a total investment 
of $2,500,000. 


culture is to be built and run by 


the city and have an annual sub- 
sidy of $60,000; a de luxe cinema is 
to go up with clubs, 
halls and office building of sky- 
scraper proportions, 
to be appointed and equipped after 
style of the best in the U. S. A.; 
old Hotel Iturbide, 
was the residence of the ill-starred 
Emperor Iturbide, 
ovated as a bon-ton amusement 
center featuring an exclusive cab- 
aret, and an exclusive hotel, cater- 
ing to the rich is to be constructed. 


constructed by private interests, of 
which Engineer Alberto J. Pani, ex- 
minister of finance, is said to be a 
moving spirit. 


UJ.A. Paid Zola’s Heirs for ‘Nana’ 


Of New Cinema, 


Cab and Hotel 


Mexico City, May 18. 
cinema and cabaret biz 
Civic government 





Show, 
ooking up here. 


An art theatre to expound high 


conference 


picture house 


which in 1822 


is to be ren- 


Cinema, cab and hotel will be 





Basch’s B’way Yen 


Felix Basch, German director now 
in New York, is negotiating produc- 
tion of a legit show with a German 
female star before going to Holly- 
wood. 

Basch was director at Ufa. Her- 
man Bernie is managing his Ameri- 
can interests. 


HELMAN’S MATADOR CO. 
FORCED OUT OF REICH 


Berlin, May 11. 

Minister of Propaganda Dr. Goeb- 
bels has ordered Matador Films to 
be thrown out of the Reichsfilm- 
kammer (Film Chamber of the 
Reich) ‘because the business manner 
of this firm offends national social- 
istic feelings and does not guarantee 
the building up of film culture in the 
national socialistic sense.’ 

Firm, which has for the most part 
moved to Paris, anyway, is not per- 
mitted to produce films in Germany 
any longer under the regulations 
that bar non-members of the cham- 
ber from production activity. Mat- 
ador is headed by Marcel Helman, 
a Jew. He has a tie-up with Pathe- 
Natan of France and, prior to the 
reversal of conditions here, he made 
German versions for Pathe. He 
will now restrict his activities to 
Paris. 











Russ-Magyar Truce 


Budapest, May 11. 

Practically no Russian pictures 
shown here for years because 
censor board vetoed them on ac- 
count of political tendencies. Diplo- 
matie relations between Hungary 
and Soviets recently »eing estab- 
lished, import of Russian pictures 
will now be taken in hand by sev- 
eral distributors. 

Censors will pass any, if not po- 
litically dangerous. Believed the 
pics may prove se.‘ou. rivals to 
German films here. 


RIOT OVER REEL CLIP 
Prague, May 12. 

A demonstration took place in a 
Prague picture theatre when, in a 
weekly newsreel showing an Aus- 
trian military parade, the old Aus- 
trian monarchial national hymn 
was played. 

Audience arose from its seats, 
stamped feet and demanded a re- 
moval of the alleged Austro- 
monarchial provocation. 








Title, but Is 


Sued Nevertheless 





Paris, May 11. 

Fondness of the French for mak- 
ing a lot of noise in the theatre on 
any excuse is finding an outlet this 
week in houses playing Fox’s ‘Lil- 
iom’ and United Artists’ ‘Nana.’ 

Just what the noise is all about 
in the case of ‘Liliom’ is not plain, 
but fact is that in all three theatres 
showing it, Argiculteurs, Bonaparte 
and Cine-Opera, spectators burst 
out into whistling and _ shouting 
every once in a while. Effect on 
b.o. is not entirely bad, for there’s 
a lot of discussion of the film about 
town—especially puzzled discussion 
of what the shouting is about—and 
that makes people go. 

Crowd seems to fail to get the 
point of Fritz Lang’s heaven scenes, 
which apparently strikes them as 
false, seditious and un-French. One 
objection seems to be that a foreign 
play was taken by foreigners and 
filmed in French with an attempt to 
create a French atmosphere, which 
rings false. 

‘Nana’ Simpler 

‘Nana’ whistling has a plainer 
reason. Whistling in France is not 
applause, but an exaggerated form 
of hissing. Crowd thinks that the 
national literary hero, Zola, has been 
deformed in the film. 

Heirs of Zola, Dr. J. Emile-Zola 
and Mme. Denise Leblond-Zola, after 
protesting against pic to Author's 
Society, have now decided to take 
the matter to court. According to 
Alexandre Zevaes, their lawyer, who 
also writes, they will ask that film 
be withdrawn or, at least, that the 
title ‘Nana’ and ‘Suggested by book 
by Emile Zola’ be cut out. If they 
can’t get a direct court order for 





front’ (UA), was a flop at the 
Washington Magelian, replaced by 


State Trooper’ (Col). t 


this, they will ask the court to chose 
hree experts from the world of arts 


and letters to ‘see the film and to de- 
cide if the divergences surpass the 
indispensable modifications which 
are necessary when a novel is 
adopted for the screen.’ 

Complaint alleges that the film is 
‘a complete deformation of the 
novel, that the most characteristic 
episodes of the book are suppressed 
or modified, that the plot is changed, 
that the original work has not only 
become unrecognizable in the film 
but does not even figure in it.’ 

The two heirs, therefore, ask the 
court for reparation for the con- 
siderable moral damage inflicted 
upon the memory of the author and 
that this moral damage cease in the 
future.’ 

UA Answers 

United Artists locally made the 
following statement in answer: 

‘l. The moving picture adaptation 
of ‘Nana’ in the United States was 
done under the right of public do- 
main. 

‘2. In deference to Emile Zola and 
his work, Samuel Goldwyn arranged 
for a contract with the children of 
Zola. In this contract the producer, 
in return for a considerable sum of 
money, received the right to use the 
title ‘Nana’ in the entire world and 
to make an original scenario based 
on the novel. 

‘3. The title was not changed in 
any country with the exception of 
Britain, where it had to be replaced 
on order of the censor by ‘Lady of 
the Boulevards.’ 

4. The producers of the film have 
thus loyally observed the terms of 
their contract.’ 

Row is one of those literary-legal 
affairs that Paris loves. They 
usually result in barrels of talk but 
rarely in any monetary damage. 











Taking No Chances 





London, May 12. 
German distributing concern 
attempted to show ‘Going Gay,’ 
a British picture, in Berlin. It 
was promptly banned because 


Arthur Riscoe, one of the 
comedians, looked Jewish to 
the censor. He isn’t. 


Before the picture can be 
licensed Riscoe’s antecedents 
for three generations must be 
investigated, 


French Bar Own 
Pic; Arguments 
~ Hot and Heavy! 











Paris, May 10. 
Latest victim of French film cen- 
sor’s renewed activity, which re- 


cently prevented release here of 
United: Artists’ ‘House of Roth- 
schild,’ is Louis Verneuil, veteran 


writer of farces. Film version of 
Verneuil’s ‘Nemo Bank,’ a satire on 


financial corruption in France, ran 
afoul of the inquisitors, who cut out 
a large hunk of the main sequence 
which shows a French cabinet sock- 
ing the innocent in a scandal and 
letting the guilty go. And Verneuil 
is raising Cain in no uncertain 
manner. 

Strict contrast to UA, which as 
a foreign house, thinks it wiser to 
say nothing about its censorship 
troubles and let the matter blow 
over as quietly as possible. 

Verneuil sees in the slashing of 
his film a fear on the part of the au- 
thorities that he might be kidding 
them about the Stavisky affair. He 
says that can be so because he 
wrote the piece three years ago, 
long before the affair broke, and 
he wants to know if the politicians 
are trying to punish him for being a 
prophet. 

It’s a pure matter of chance, he 
says, that ‘Nemo’ seems timely, just 
as Shakespeare’s ‘Coriolanus’ did. 
‘Coriolanus’ was banned, too, but 
finally was put back, largely be- 
cause legit censorship is harder to 
maintain in the face of public opin- 
ion here than film censorship, which 
seems natural to most people. Thus, 
in the Verneuil case, the play 
‘Nemo’ is oke and can be put on to- 
morrow, whereas the film, which is 
no hotter, is slashed. 

Censors say they acted because 
it might be possible for the public 
to think it recognized in some of 
Verneuil’s characters actual poli- 
ticians, and might hoot them in the 
theatre or throw eggs at the screen. 
It’s the business of the authorities 
to avoid such possibilities of dis- 
order, they say. 

Verneuil is going to write to the 
Minister of Justice, he says, com- 
plaining that the censors have in- 
sulted the people who govern France 
in pretending that his film repre- 
sented them. 


Joan McAvoy Dies in L.A. 
Following Auto Smashup 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Joan McAvoy, 22, screen actress, 
was killed in an auto accident Fri- 
day (18) when an auto in which she 
was riding collided with a machine 
driven by Iris Ashton, actress. 

Miss McAvoy appeared in ‘No, No, 
Nanette’ on the New York stage. 
She had appeared in comedy spots 
in pictures. Her real name was 
Elsie M. Dugan. 








Mull Next Dietrich 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Josef von Sternberg will direct 
Marlene Dietrich’s next picture for 
Paramount. Story is still unselect- 
ed, but both director and actress 
are taking a vacation prior to look- 
ing over story material. 

Last von Sternberg-Dietrich film, 
‘Searlet Empress,’ will be released 
in the fall. Coming picture is Diet- 
rich’s last under her present con- 
tract. 


Nazis’ Reasons for Nixing Baer’s 
Film May Affect All 


Foreign Pix 


Berlin, May 21. 

Supreme Board of Censors has re. 
jected Metro’s appeal on the ban 
of ‘Prizefighter and the Lady,’ defi- 
nitely going on record as opposing 
the film because its star, Max Baer, 
is a Jew. When the film was origi- 
nally banned by the censors no exe 
cuses or reasons were given. Now 


the government gives out a iong 
statement explaining its views. 

‘Whole picture is built up on the 
main figure of Max Baer, a non- 
Aryan,’ the report states. ‘If the 
appealing firm Metro) doubts the 
decision of the Board of Censors 
that the German public would see 
in Baer ‘a typical representative of 
his race’ the appealing firm is alone 
in this opinion. 

‘The first decision rightly states 
that the German people, as a whole, 
bears an antagonistic attitude to- 
wards the Jewish race and, as re- 
cent events have proven, it is felt 
as a provocation when films star- 
ring non-Aryans are shown. 

‘Under these circumstances a dif- 
ference between a German non- 
Aryan and a foreign Jew cannot be 
made, likewise whether the picture 
plays in Germany or in any other 
country.’ 

First Official View 

This phase of the statement, for 
the first time, gives the official gov- 
ernment view on the matter of non- 
Aryan players in U. S. films, thus 
far a moot question. 

Censor’s statement goes on to 
say: 

‘It is intolerable to the national- 
socialistic feeling if a Jew is glori- 
fied and depicted as a moral hero 
and victor on the field of sports. 
The defense doubts this. In con- 
tradiction, the Supreme Board of 
Censors finds that the whole picture 
is one long apothesis of Max Baer, 
his life and career, and that the 
public cannot help but sympathize 
with him in his fight against Car- 
nera. 

‘Also the national-socialistic feel- 
ings are violated through the sue 
periority of Max Baer’s attitude to- 
wards non-Jewish women, which he 
displays in an obtrusive manner. 
The contention that the German 
feelings with regards to the relation 
of a non-Aryan to non-Jewish 
women may be merely restricted to 
German life, and cannot be extended 
to an affair playing abroad, cannot 


such relations are objectionable in 
any case, whether the action takes 
place in Germany or elsewhere.’ 


Opposition Piling Up 
- Against Schlesingers 


Capetown, April 30. 

The Ritz Bio-Cafe, Capetown, has 
obtained silent films from African 
Theatres since its opening. Cinema 
adjoins Wolfram’s and the Prome- 
enade Bio-Cafe, controlled by Afri- 
can Theatres. For some time prep- 
arations were in hand at the Prom- 
enade to install sound there. 

Advent of Schlesinger’s opposi- 
tion, Independent Film Distributors, 
gave the Ritz its opportunity to put 
one over on African Theatres and 
arrange with IFD for talkers, can- 
celing its agreement with A. C. The- 
atres. Latter, then, opened the 
Promenade as a sound bio-cafe ear- 
lier than expected. 

It is a case of killing the goose 
that lays the golden eggs, for the 
action of A. C. Theatres in opening 
with sound at the Promenade brings 
it into opposition to its own houses, 
Wolfram’s and the Apollo, across 
the street. 

Proprietor of another cinema in 
Capetown has cancelled his agree- 
ment with A. C, Theatres, closed 
his house for repainting and will 
reopen with sound under contract 
to IFD. 











Roland Brown to London 


Roland Brown will go to England 
in about a month to direct the next 
London Films’ production, ‘The 
Scarlet Pimpernel.’ Picture goes 
into work when the current Doug 
Fairbanks film, ‘Exit, Don Juan,’ is 
completed. 





‘Pimpernel,’ from the Baroness 
d’Orczy novel, will have Leslie 
Howard as star. Rest of cast not 
set as yet. 


——— 
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Russia wants to do business with 
the United States in a film way, but 
just how and under what conditions 
is a question. V. A. Usievich, head 
of. the entire Russian film trust, is 


in ‘New York 'to see what kind of 
déals ‘he ‘can work out, and called 
a press conference last Thursday 


(17) ‘to''tell the boys how much he 


intended to accomplish. ‘There were 
some ‘questions left unaskéed, how- 
@ver, and others left unanswered. 

Usievich wants to put through 
some deals with several major 
American companies for the show- 
ing of U. S. product in Russia. ; He 
also would like some American com- 
panies td come over there and make’ 
some pictures or versions, and he 
would like to make some English 
versions for distribution on this 
side. It's only the simple matter of 
money that has him stumped, and 
he thinks that can be worked out. 

Russia would like to use Amer- 
ican pictures, Usievich intimated. 
Not all of them, of course; they’d 
like to. pick, but there are films 
which they could use. But as for 
paying for the pictures—well, Rus- 
sia is a poor country. Perhaps, 
Usievich thinks, a reciprocal deal 
can be worked out. Russian films 
for American films, or Russian pro- 
duction privileges fer American 
films. 

But never mind the details, Usie- 
vich said, there are 30,000 film 
houses in Russia, and 100 ‘pictures 
are produced there annually at a 
cost of about $400,000. 

Usievich did all his talking via an 
interpreter, and some questions just 
couldn't seem to get translated. 

Dodges the Dollar’s Equation 

To get back to money, a literal- 
minded mugg wanted to know, sup- 
posing an American firm did pro- 
duce pictures in Russia, how about 
costs? That was waved aside. It 
would have to be figured out. There 
is no money equivalent for talent in 
Russia, 

How much would Americans have 
to pay for actors and studio help 
over there? That, too, was waved 
aside, and Usievich explained that 
Russia is busy at present switching 
silent houses all over the country to 
16mm. Cheaper and faster, and the 
Russians like it, he said. 

There was one more attempt to 
get literal on the matter of facts, 
but, ‘No, Mr. Usievich prefers not 
to name the several American com- 
panies that he is carrying on nego- 
tiations with at present,’ said the 
interpreter. 

On only one matter important to 
Americans did Usievich express 
himself firmly. 

‘There will be no cutting down of 
what you call propaganda in our 
films,’ he said. ‘Films without it 
in Russia are regarded as empty 
entertainment. Our work, that of 
the film trust, is to combine educa- 
tion and entertainment.’ 

Films will be hopped up some, he, 
said, and the entertainment values 
brightened and brought more for- 
ward with an eye to the American 
market, but preachments of world 
change, in toto, will not be dropped. 


Sacha Guitry Gives In; 


Will Make Pasteur Pic 





Paris, May 12. 
Sacha Guitry, who up to now has 
insisted that films are no good for 
actors, has at last vielded and will 
play in a film version of his play on 
the life of Pasteur. 


Reason for change of heart is | 
said to be rumor that reached him | 
that Pasteur was being used as a} 
film subject in Hollywood. Sacha | 


wanted to get to it first. 

Fox has been playing with a | 
Pasteur story for some time. Win- | 
field Sheehan picked it up during | 


his European trip last year. 





FOX REEL INTERVIEW 
CAUSING PARIS ROW 


Paris, May 11. 


interview with von 
Papen on the Saar, in which. the 
German chancellor says territory 
must return to Reich, is creating 
a stir here. Film is released by 
Fox. 

Press hints that the censor who 
cut passages from rioting pictures 
taken February 6, would have done 
better to leave them in and kill this, 
which. is characterized as German 
propaganda. °._ ‘ 

Fox precedes the interview with 
a title disclaiming responsibility for 
opinions and asking spectators to 
take them calmly. 


Par British Execs 
Over for Parleys 
On Foreign Chain 


London, May 11. 

J. C. Graham, head of Para- 
mount’s British company; Ear! St. 
John, head of Paramount’s theatres 
in England, and Monty Goldman, 
head of the sales department, sail 
fo' America June 2. Executives 
are going over for Paramount’s an- 
nual convention, arriving in Holly- 
wood June 18. 

Although no statement has been 
given out, neither has the sailing 
been divulged thus far. It is under- 
stood a discussion is to take place 
appertaining to Par’s British the- 
atres, which number around 13, in- 
cluding one in Liverpool and one in 
Glasgow, latter owned jointly by 
Par and others. 

Discussion will revolve upon idea 
of Paramount consolidating all its 
interests into one big company, with 
promotion to go to the public for. 
subscription, Company is likely to 
be formed for £4,000,000, with 
Paramount to retain a big interest 
and the present executives to re- 
main in full charge. 

Paramount has had several offers 
to dispose outright, but has always 
turned down proposals, however 
tempting. Deem it essential to re- 
tain an interest in these properties, 
which are all in the key cities of 
England and Scotland, including 
two in the best spots of West-End 
London. 


Newsreel 











No ‘Thunder’ in Mexico 


Mexico City, May 18. 

Exhibition of ‘Thunder Over 
Mexico’ has been blocked for an 
indefinite period, even though local 
censors okayed the film. Blocking 
is being effectively done by the 
cinema employees’ unions which no 
like Hollywood editing of the pic- 
ture. 

Film was announced to top the 
program for the debut of the Teatro 
Principal here as a cinema after 200 
years of stage sho.-;s, but union’s 
stubborn opposition caused picture 
to be yanked at the last minute. 
Principal hus launched its cinema 
‘areer as a second-run grind house. 








Forst Freed 


Berlin, May 11. 
Willy Forst, film actor and di- 
rector, was accused of having killed | 
two persons in an auto accident, but 
was acquitted by the court after a 
13 hours’ session. 
Jury held he did everything pos- |} 





i sible to prevent accident. 


VIRTUAL EMBARGO 
ON FOREIGN PIX 


However, It Favors German 
Films 50% Over Others— 
Vandal & Delac’s Franco- 
German Production  In- 
terests May Be One Rea- 
son — Delac Is Prez of 
Chambre Syndicale 


MODIFICATION HOPE 


Paris, May 21, 
Toughest blow ever handed Ameri- 
can films anywhere abroad came 
Friday (18) when the Chambre Syn- 


dicale recommended legislation to 
the French government which would 
virtually bar all American films 
from the French market. Chambre 
is the official film: body, including 
all’ producers and distributors: in 
France, and,’ while not: connected 
definitely with the government; is 
considered very important and in- 
fluential. Paramount, Fox, United 
Artists and Universal, the only 
American companies belonging to 
the Chambre, resigned immediately. 

Chambre asked the government to 
declare a complete embargo on for- 
eign films for three m>nths, starting 
July 1. Also it asks that the tariff 
on negatives be raised from 20c a 
meter to $7 2 meter, a jump of 
3,300%. At the same time it was 
recommended that the tariff on Ger- 
man-made French talkers be raised 
to $4 a meter, about half of what 
Americans would have to pay should 
the measure be made law. 

New tariff proposal would mean, 
roughly, that the duty on the aver- 
age American film would be about 
$16,666. Today average film duty on 
an American picture is $300. Thus 
American films would be practically 
barred forever, since no film, ‘with 
an occasional c.ception, is believed 
to be able to stand that much duty 
draft. 


Would Limit Generally 


Chambre’s program doesn’t stop 
there, however. It goes on to recom- 
mend that distribution and exhibi- 
tion of foreign language talkers be 
limited in increasing percentages 
for the next five years. 

Also suggested are that both block 
and blind booking be strictly for- 
bidden in the future and that at the 
same time a more severe restriction 
of foreign help in French film 
studios be effected. 

Proposition is that the money 
raised out Uf thése recommended in- 
creased duties go towards financing 
French films in the form of lower 
taxes for the localites plus govern- 
ment subsidies. 

Although the Chambre has been 
brewing something of this sort for 
some time, the move caught Ameri- 
can film companies totally unpre- 
pared. Cables began sizzling and 
telephone calls were put through by 
most of the majors. The only four 
U. S. companies that belong to the 
Chambre (the others dropped out 
for reasons of their own during the 
past year or two) threatened Mon- 
day (14) to drop out and carried 
through their threat when it became 
apparent that the localites, domi- 
nated by Charles Delac and M. 
Natan, could not be stopped. (Van- 
dal & Delac produce both French 
and German versions in Paris and 
Berlin.) Delac is president of the 
Chambre. 

With the aid and supervision of 
the Hays office and the United 
States commercial attache a long 
report and answer is being prepared 
by the American companies for sub- 
mission to the French government 
by way of rebuttal. Hays’ rep, Har- 


old L. Smith, is confident that the 
government will not go through 
with enactmert of any such law, 


although he fears that, because of 
its rigidness, the government may 
tone things down by half or even 


vv 


French Exhibs Go 


on Record 


Against Tougher Quota Laws: 
Want U. S. Pic Entrance Eased 





PLAGIARISM CHARGE 
ON WB ‘WAX CABINET’ 


Budapest, May 11. 

Istvan Tamas, young novelist, 
has filed a suit against Warners 
charging use of plot of his short 
story in ‘Wax Cabinet’ without :let- 
ting him know about it. 

Tamas claims that he sent his 
story to Michael Curtiz, who di- 
rected ‘Wax Cabinet,’ several years 
ago on recommendation of a mu- 
tual friend. Curtiz did not reply or 
return the manuscript and Tamas 
now says he recognizes his story, 
down to intimate details in the WB 
picture, 


New Carbons Tax 
Splits Ranks of 
Brit. Exhibitors 


London, May 13.) 
Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation executives looks like having 
to face plenty of dissension from 
the majority of its members, with 
a split in the ranks not an improb- 


ability. Trouble is due to the tax 
placed on foreign arc-lamp carbons. 
Tax is about the heaviest put ‘on 
any foreign product, ranking from 
500 to 700%. 
Although it 








is felt the British 
Carbon Manufacturers have out- 
smarted the foreigners in getting 
the Chancellor to agree to this tax, 
it is openly hinted by some that in- 
fluential members of the C. E. A. 
have been indirectly responsible for 
this tax ramp. 

The C. E. A. has for months an- 
noyed the Chancellor with claims 
for reduction, and in some cases the 
abolition, of picture theatres admis- 
sion tax. Then came the British 





Carbon Manufacturers, telling the 
C. E. A. the best way to get the ad- 
mission tax repealed would be to in- 
form the Chancellor of a new source 
of revenue, by putting a tax on 
foreign carbons. Result is there is 
no prospective reduction in admis- 
sion tax, but a new bogey, in the 
form of a carbons’ tax, has arrived. 

Although British carbon manu- 
facturers have promised they would 
not raise the price of carbons, this 
cannot be maintained for long, as 
they are only two Britishers—the 
General Electric Company, and 
Ships’ Carbons — manufacturing 
home product, which means before 
long the supply must exceed the de- 
mand, with higher prices a foregone 
conclusion, 

Chancellor maintains the carbon 
tax has been arrived at after con- 
sultations with the C. E. A., while 
several members of that body de- 
clare they were not consulted, or 
they would have opposed it. 





LORRE FOR COLUMBIA 


Peter Lorre, Czech actor now in 
London, is due in New York shortly 
en route to Hollywood for a Colum- 
bia film deal. He's under a termer 





to Col. 

Lorre came to attention in the 
German film ‘M,’ but he's a Czech 
citizen, 
three-quarters, still making the new 


lay’ too tough for American firms. 
Smith, however, has been prepar- 
ing for a fight for some time and 
has the exhibitors already lined up 
for strict opposition to the Chambre 





program, 


a 


Paris, May 12. 
French exhibitors,. fearing. that 
campaign of producers to keep for- 
eign films out of the market will 
deprive them of their best b.o. draw, 
are coming out smack for an in- 


crease in the quota, instead of a de- 
crease, as asked. 

This is ‘giving considerable en- 
couragement to Americar distribu- 
tion chiefs here, who are plenty 
worried over the turn the quota 
fight has been taking, and who have 
been expressing fear that this mar- 
ket for their product will h- dras- 
tically curtailed. 

Exhibs action takes the form of 
a confidential letter to National 
Education Minister Aime Berthod, 
who is kingpin in the fight. They 
ask that the quota be stepped up to 
325 films, instead of the 140 plus 
88 hangovers which last year’s con- 
tingent. 

They also express annoyance at 
the restrictions on the number of 
theatres at which foreign language 
films can be shown. Present law 
makes it impossible to project Eng- 
lish versions in more than five the- 
atres in Paris and 15 in the prov- 
inces. Exhibitors want this stepped 
up to a total of 100 theatres, Paris 
and sticks combined, 

Letter Secret 


Letter has been kept’ strictly q.t. 
Trade press has not peeped about 
it, and it is believed that Charles 
Delac, head of the Chambre Syn- 
dicate and leader of the fight. for 
an embargo, import and <dubbing 
taxes and quota reduction, does not 
even know yet that it was sent. 
Letter was sent by exhibs’ syndi- 
cate of which M. Lussiez is head, 
and which groups the leading the- 
atre owners of the country. Exhibs 
last week won a victory over the 
producers in the matter of the 
standard contract which the film 
makers wanted to impose on them. 

Question of the number of the- 


foreign language film can be shown 
has its importance, as well as the 
main quota problem. This is shown 
by United Artists’ experience with 
‘Henry VIII’, which had to be taken 
off the screen in Paris in the orig- 
inal version after it had run in 
the maximum of five houses. A 
smash hit like ‘Henry’ could make 
a lot more money, and could do 
good to a lot more exhibs, if the 
limits were widened as the exhibit- 
ors now ask. 

Position on the quota question of 
the new Independent Producers’ and 
Distributors’ Association remains 
doubtful. 
fits are studying a project to tax 
theatres showing foreign language 
films in order to relieve French 
films from taxes, and they are also 
considering a special levy on dub- 
bing. Their plan seems to involve 
the licensing of foreign language 
film houses by a committee which 
they would control. If these ideas 
Zo through not much relief is to 
be expected from this quarter. 


HOME-MADE TALKERS 
VIA AFR. INVENTION 








Capetown, April 30. 

Machine has been invented by P. 
I. Finestone, Durban (Natal) where- 
by amateurs owning home film pro- 
jectors can make their own talkers. 
Due to the home film being too nar- 
row for a sound track, the inventor 
has constructed a six inch dise run- 
ning for three minutes at 30 feet 
per minute, and claims the inven- 
tion is the only machine to record 
on a 9.55 m.m. film. 
States his invention records the 
same results as the larger 35 m.m, 





films speeding 90 feet per minute. 
The machine is easy to attach. 
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FRENCH BLOW AT U.S. FILMS | 


Russe Film Trust's Head Dwells 
Casually on Russo-American Pic 


Accord, but Evades Basic Details 
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History’s most fascinating 
scoundrel is loose and out to 
steal box-office records! 





Me He has taken the public of three cities 

[2 by storm with his charm and daring 
oa. and packed houses are rewarding New 
> ee York, San Francisco and Washington. 






- “STINGAREE”’ 


WARNING! 
TO THEATRE MANAGERS 


Buckle on your advertising hardware 
and go after him— the big money is 
waiting! 7 





ie CONS OTS PTAA EL CME 


HARD DIX 








co-starred for the first time since “Cimarron” have brought 
real romance and adventure back to the screen in another 
great big RKO-Radio Money Show. 
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‘Sadie McKee’ fs swell b. 0. It has 
all the time honored cinematic in- 
gredients for popular appeal. It’s 
the Cinderella theme all over again, 
plus an s.a. angle through the stel- 
lar player of the titular role en- 
countering three major romances in 
the persons of the featured male 
trio in support—Tone, Raymond and 
Arnold. 

Basically it’s the story of the 
housemaid who marries the boss of 
the manor, but not until after he 
comes humbly to her, and after she 
has experienced a couple of tur- 
bulent affaires with the other two. 

On sympathy appeal there is a 
question for the fundamental palate, 
but that is shrewdly glossed over as 
to almost make it acceptable. The 
rest of it is sufficiently well sea- 
gsoned to sum up into expert celluloid 
fare for all sorts and tastes. 

That her majorattachment to Ed- 
ward Arnold is obviously a mercen- 
ary marriage is sufficiently well 
built up to make it almost sympa- 
thetic, in view of the goading of the 
presumably supercilious young mas- 
ter (Tone) of the household in which 
Sadie’s mother is the cook. Later 
she redeems herself and her motives 
by nursing Arnold back to health 
from dypsomania. 

Gene Raymond is cast as the No. 
1 sweetie who, according to Fran- 
chot Tone, is a no-good-guy, but 
who is the major romance interest 
even after he runs out with a vaude- 
ville single (well played by Esther 

“Ralston)}. This catapults into the 
hectic nite club nuptials with Ar- 
nold, while Tone is the onlooker all 
through the footage until divorce 
oan death remove the other two 
men. 

The playing is expert throughout, 
60 much so that in its realism it 
perhaps makes the star suffer a bit, 
particularly at the hands of Edward 
Arnold whose bluff, constantly in- 
ebriated performance almost steals 
the picture. Unlike the stamp usu- 
ally impressed on his characters in 
the past, he is convincingly sym- 
pathetic to the degree that at first it 
has the dyed-in-the-wool fans some- 
what uncertain whether to mentally 
catalog him a heel or a hero. He's 
the latter, but somehow they’ve 
been trained to expect something 
else, perhaps the curse of cataloged 
castings. 

After a while the film impresses 
On the auditor that it is a departure 
from the formula and that it shapes 
up as something like an authentic 
human document in its unfoldings. 

There are a couple of Brown- 
Freed ditties, one of which, ‘All 
Night Long I Dream of You,’ is the 
thematic and should catch on. It 
possesses b. o. worth for baliyhoo. 
Gene Austin, vet radio and record 
entertainer, with his aides, Candy 
and Coco, make their film debut in 
the cafe scene and do their chores 
with cynical impersonal aloofness 
that impresses as being authenti- 
cally professional. 

Casting throughout is good. Jean 
Dixon, as the very theatrical friend, 
is particularly effective along with 
the foremost character quartet and 
Miss Ralston. Akim Tamairoff, as 
the Italian cafe owner, and Zelda 
Sears in a zany role, are likewise 
outstanders. 

Film’s 90 minutes are replete with 
action and verve, a tribute to di- 
rector Clarence Brown and his asso- 
ciates. Abel. 


LITTLE MISS MARKER 


B. P. Schulberg production and Para- 
mount release. Directed by Alexander 
Hall. Story by Damon Runyon; écreen 
play by William R. Lipman, Sam Hellman, 
Gtadys Lehman. Ralph Rainger, music; 
Leon Robin, lyrics; Alfred Glicks, camera. 


At the Paramount, N. Y., week May 18. 
Running time, 78 mins. 

Sorrowful Jones........... Adolphe Menjou 
Bangles Carson.......-ssee00% Dorothy Dell 
BEGe Markel. scccccccccceces Shirley Temple 
BEE, OTR. ccc ccecececces Charles Bickford 
PRONTO. ccc cccevcercoccorse Lynne Overman 
Benny the Gouge......+.+...-- Sam Hardy 
RTT rer Tammony Young 
Marky's Father.........++.- Edward Earle 





Done from a story by Damon 
Runyon, this yarn suggests Lotta’s 
old play, ‘Pawn Ticket 210,’ in mod- 
ern version with a bookmaker in- 
stead of uncle holding the human 
pawn. Good scripting, careful pro- 
fuction, vivid characters and little 
Shirley Temple make a combination 
that will be all right at practically 
all cash wickets. Women will gush 
Over the youngster and men will 
@njoy the race track types, so there 
seems to be something for everyone. 

It's a thin plot, this story of the 
bettor who pledges his little daugh- 
ter with a bookmaker and gets 
killed before he can reclaim her. 
There are few plot developments to 
Complicate the simple formula of 





jou, particularly, turns in a capital 
performance, with Miss Dell pick- 
ing up what limited opportunities 
she is afforded. But the child is 
the greater part of the show and 
proves again that she can act in 
spite of her immature years. Judg- 
ing from the frequency with which 
her name is mentioned in the pro- 
duction list there is danger that she 
may be overworked through being 
written in to bolster too many sto- 
ries in which she does not belong, 
put she’s not doing a lifesaver in 
this one. It is her story and she’s 
the leading lady. Her naturalness 
is a delight. Charles Bickford helps 
in his few scenes. 

A gorgeous earlier sequence in 
which the child is given a King Ar- 
thur party with the heelers as 
Knights of the Round Table. Swell 
bit as the men-at-arms parade the 
banquet hall singing ‘Sidewalks of 
New York.’ Just a sidelight, but it 
brought a roar from the audience. 

This picture is a good response 
to that element which claims there 
is nothing good in pictures. Clean, 
funny, with thrills and heart ap- 
peal all nicely blended. _ Chic. 


Murder at the Vanities 
(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Mitchell Leisen. Based on play 
hy Earl Carroll and Rufus King. Adapta- 
tion, Carey Wilson and Joseph Gollomb. 
Dialeg, Sam Hellman. Music, Arthur John- 
ston; lyrics, Sam Coslow. Photography, 
Leo Tover. At Rivoli, N. Y., starting May 
19. Running time, 9% mins. 


re SO. 6 ss on ates oe hhns ma Carl Brisson 
Bill Murdock....... coocese Victor McLaglen 
Jack Ellery..... pecSocerees sasah Jack Oakie 
RMR WEES s 6 cecncceesses cases Kitty Carlisle 
WOCTRR WOtGOR..ccccccece Dorothy Stickney 
SE Sn bok h4 0460 08488 Gertrude Michael 
Mrs. Helene Smith............. essie Ralph 


Homer Boothby....... Charles B. Middleton 
eee Gail Patrick 
ee DOONIR. 0s ccdcedesceses Donald Meek 





Herein they mix up the elements 
of a musical show and a murder 
mystery, with effective comedy to 
flavor, and, keeping the cutter’s 
hands off as much as possible, come 
out with 95 minutes of entertain- 
ment that should genuinely satisfy. 
The story may not be the most orig- 
inal, the production numbers may 
not be the best that have been done, 
the settings may appear a little less 
grandiose than some, but when the 
whole is weighed it tilts the scales 
favorably. 

Despite the 95 minutes, at no time 
does the picture get sleepy. Its com- 
edy relief is important in this re- 
spect since it maintains the pace 
between productiof numbers and 
other highlights whereas without it 
these are points where the drag may 
have occurred. 

The ‘Vanities’ girls are costumed 
sparingly for eye appeal and in the 
press book this is stressed for ex- 
ploitation. 

Development of the murder mys- 
tery background against which 
most of the comedy is pointed also 
carries the interest along evenly 
with Victor McLaglen in charge of 
the investigation of a couple mur- 
ders that tax his limited detective 
prescience. McLaglen shares with 
Jack Oakie the comedy burden and 
for each it’s a strike. Both are at 
their best, and it would appear that 
the casting in this and other re- 
spects for ‘Vanities’ is entitled to a 
bow. 

Picture serves to bring out Carl 
Brisson, Danish actor who was 
brought over recently by Paramount 
to get his baptism in this quasi- 
musical. 

In addition to having an ingrati- 
ating personality and photographing 
well, the foreign import sells his 
songs for good results. The best 
that Brisson has is a smile that will 
g0 a long way on the screen. Women 
should go for him. Brisson, like 
Max Baer and a type that has 
that friendly manliness, also was a 
former prize fighter. 

In ‘Vanities’ Brisson has Kitty 
Carlisle opposite him, but she’s not 
one-half as important, more atten- 
tion being directed to Brisson than 
anyone else. Together they do sev- 
eral numbers, the most effective be- 
ing a seashore interlude in which 
the Earl Carroll girls as 1nermaids 
manipulate fans that simulate roll- 
ing waves. 

Miss Carlisle leads the opening 
number, ‘Where Do They Come 
From,’ which is most ingeniously 
staged and carried out. Equalling 
if not topping this for effect is ‘Rape 
of a Rhapsody,’ production sequence 
which builds into a crescendo of 
rhythm and flash as it merges from 
the classical into a hot Harlem 
background with the Duke Ellington 
band on the job. 

Gertrude Michael figures in this 
number, doing a torch, but earlier 
when she leads the girls in the 





average and for the masses. 
Introduces Carl Brisson, for- 
eign import. Long at 95 min- 
utes, but does not drag. 

‘Stingaree’ (Radio). Roman- 
tic semi-musical written 
around rather than from Hor- 
nung’s stories. With Richard 
Dix and Irene Dunne, and fair. 

‘Friday the Thirteenth’ (GB). 
One of the better British films. 
Big cast of British names and 
plenty of action. Oke for the 
nabes, although not sufficient 
marquee lure for act spots. 

‘He Was Her Man’ (WB). 
Exciting but grimly overtone 
tale of gangster genre with 
Joan Blondell and James 
Cagney. 

‘The Black Cat’ (U). Combi- 
nation of Karloff and Lugosi, 
the two horror specialists, in 
one film probably means some- 
thing at the box office. Picture 
not very successful as a story 
and a hodge-podge of all the 
previous horror films. 

‘Very Honorable Guy’ (WB) 
Not up to Joe E. Brown stand- 
ard and likely to disappoint. 
Broad satire built around 
Brown as a sap who wants to 
keep his every promise. 











Spanish session it both looks and 
sounds like another voice is being 
dubbed in for her’s. Miss Michael 
earries the assignment of the jeal- 
ous, ill-tempered show girl whose 
unrequited love for Brisson drives 
her to murder and ends in her own 
death from an abused maid. 

Murders are well planted and cast 
logical suspicion in several direc- 
tions, but give a strong hint as to 
the maid’s guilt when she isn’t even 
questioned by detectives. Therein 
something may have been over~- 
looked. 

All of the action occurs backstage 
at what is represented as the Earl 
Carroll theatre (now the Casino), on 
opening night of a Carroll show. 
It’s a backstage musical but differ- 
ent. 

Some of the settings used for pro- 
duction numbers have that phony 
look, lacking the brilliance and the 
flash that some screen musicals have 
tried for and attained. But okay, 
considering the entertainment meat 
that’s against those meee 

ar. 


STINGAREE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Berman production and Radio release, 
starring Irene Dunne and Richard Dix. 
Mary Boland featured. Directed by Wil- 
liam Wellman. From the story by E. W. 
Hornung. Lynn Riggs and Leonard 
Spigelgass, adaptation; James Van Trees, 
camera; Max Steiner, Gus Kahn, Edw. 
Wiliscu, Franke Harling, music and lyrics; 
at Radio City Music Hall commencing 


May 17. Running time, 76 mins. 

Hilda Bouverie.......++e+see8- Irene Dunne 
BUIMMAPES. cs ccccccevsccoescoces Richard Dix 
Mra. Clarkgom....ccccocscooss Mary Boland 


-.-Conway Tearle 
(naen Andy Devine 
..Henry Stephenson 


Sir Julian Kent... 
HOW!C...ciscccess 
Mrs. Clarkson... 









BERD. «0:06 000s 500 cccece oeeces Una O'Connor 
Inspector Radford......... George Barraud 
Governor General........ ..Reginald Owen 
SR er rer" ebweoned Snub Pollard 

Old-timers who recall Kalem 


‘Stingaree’ series of a quarter cen- 
tury back will hardly recognize E. W. 
Hornung’s companion’ character 
study to ‘Raffles.’ But this isn’t old 
home week at the Music Hall, and 
Richard Dix’s assumption of the 
character seemed to give entire 
satisfaction. 

. There are times when the old 
story breaks through the Hollywood 
version with its hard riding and 
daredevilment, but the tipoff is that 
Irene Dunne is given precedence 
over Dix in the billing. It’s even 
more so in the picture. It’s a story 
about Irene Dunne, with Dix in the 
fore and aft portions as the gallant, 
if lawbreaking, sweetheart who 
gives her Cinderella’s chance and to 
whom she returns, abandoning her 
brilliant operatic career to share his 
hardships in the Australian wilds. 
It’s more Hollywood than Stingaree, 


but it’s smoothly, if illogically 
plotted, and should bring medium 
results. It does not promise to rise 


to greater heights. 

In this story Stingaree is shown 
as a music loving bandit who kid- 
naps a London impresario who has 
come all the way to the antipodes. 
He is to visit Mary Boland, wife of 
a sheep raiser. She has much am- 
bition but little voice. Stingaree 


sings better. The song ‘Tonight Is 
Mine’ is the chief musical number, 
though excerpts from ‘Faust’ and 
‘Martha’ are introduced as parts of 
the mimic stage performance. Mu- 
sically Miss Dunne rises above her 
dramatic work, since the authors 
have given her small opportunity, 
and she wisely does not attempt to 
steam it up. 


Dix does not make the ideal titu- 
lar character. He is too plump and 
contented looking to suggest the 
Hornung figure, but he turns in 
a smooth performance. Mary Boland 
pleases in a character written in 
highly farcical vein and Una O’Con- 
nor gets more legitimate comedy out 
of a servant girl character. Better 
comedy is turned in, too infrequent- 
ly, by Andy Devine as Stingaree’s 
henchman. He is given one good 
bit, and the rest of the time breaks 
in by force of his personality. 

The settings are handsome and 
often elaborate, with two opera 
houses and a number of good sets 
to vary the few exteriors. The 
camera work is not evenly good and 
the effect is not enhanced by the use 
of stencil color on lamps and grate 
fires. It serves only to suggest un- 
reality. It is apparently the process 
patented by Col. Selig some years 
ago. Sound is good, with the song 
recording particularly well done, but 
the dialog is often poor. Chic. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Gainsborough production and Gaumont- 
British release. Directed by Victor Sa- 
ville. Written by Sidney Gilliatt and H. 
Moresby-White; dialog, Emlyn Williams. 


Cast includes Sonnie Hale, Jessie Mat- 
thews, Ursula Jeans, Frank Lawton, Max 
Miller, Cyril Smith, Muriel Aked, Richard 
Hulton, Emlyn Williams, Belle Chrystall, 
oO. B. Clarence, Robertson Hare, Martita 
Hunt, Leonora Corbett, Eliot Makeham, 
D. A. Clarke-Smith, Gibbs McLaughlin, 
Edmuni Gwenn, Gordon Harker, Ralph 
Richardson, Donald Calthrop and Ivor Mc- 
Laren. At the Westminster, N. Y., week 
May 14. Running time, 70 mins. 





There's a good idea here and the 
execution is far from _ bad. It 
doesn't quite jell into a film that 
will do well in U. S. theatres, but 
it-ought to do well in its first-run 
New York spot with a British clien- 
tele and will do fairly well in nabes 
as second feature fodder. 


It’s a combination ‘Grand Hotel’ 
and bus idea that’s pretty well 
thought out. Trouble is in the fact 
that the various incidents en- 
countered don’t mesh except for the 
finish, so that it gives the feeling of 
artificiality. Nevertheless, within 
its limits, it’s cleverly handled. 


Opens with a bus going down a 





James Cagney lending apt cast per- 
sonalities, Director Lloyd Bacon has 
woven from an original by Robert 
Lord a forthright narrative about 
two pieces of human flotsam. In 
hewing to this forthright quality, 
and omitting anything that smacks 
of a happy ending, Bacon has im- 
ported to the picture a grimness and 
lack of sympathy localization that 
may both alienate and confound the 
patrons. 

Another obstacle that the produc- 
tion will have to contend with is its 
gangster theme. What will prob- 
ably turn out as of no help to this 
situation is President Roosevelt's 
pronunciamento of last Saturday 
(19), in which he decried the public 
penchant for romanticizing crime. 

Bacon unfolds his story quietly 
and sanely with most of the action 
set against the background of a 
Portuguese fishing village on the Pa- 
cific coast. Both Miss Blondell and 
Cagney turn in deftly confected per- 
formances, and as far as helping 
their rating as troupers the picture 
is to the good. From the emoting 
angle it’s pretty much the girl's 
runoff? As a sidewalk ankler, in 
whom the buffetings from the world 
has produced a sense of bewilder- 


-ment and a craving to get herself 


hitched to a safe mooring, hers is 
an arresting characterization. 

Plot gets its motivation from the 
efforts of a double-crossing cracks- 
man (Cagney) to escape the penalty 
of the gang law. In squealing to the 
coppers he is paying off a double- 
cross from which he had been the 
victim, a term in prison. In his 
fight from the torpedoes Cagney 
winds up in San Francisco. There 
he is spotted by an underworld tip- 
off (Frank Craven) and the word 
is passed on to the mob back east. 
Meanwhilé he meets the girl 
(Blondell), who has just decided to 
call it qnits with the wayfaring life 
she’s been leading and accept a 
proposal of marriage from a Por- 
tuguese fisherman located 100 miles 
south of Frisco. Cagney elects to 
join the girl on her trip to the 
groom. 

Cagney settles down in the vil- 
lage and the fisherman, capably 
played by Victor Jory, goes about 
making the marriage arrangements. 
In the interim the girl falls for Cag- 
ney and there’s talk between. them 
of going away together. Overnight 
Cagney becomes leery of getting 
himself entangled and unbeknown 
to her prepares to scram. From 
here the action starts building to a 


-tense climax. Gangsters arrive and 


Cagney unwittingly is on the verge 
of getting away safely when he 
hears that the girl is in jeopardy. He 





London street in a rainstorm. A 
crash, two people are killed and 
several wounded. Then the clock 
goes back over the day of all the 
passengers that were in the bus, re- 
lating the incidents that got them 
there at the time. All unrelated, of 
course. But the bus crash fixes 
things up all around. 

There's the chorus girl who's had 
a spat with her sweetie and, hurt, 
is en route to keep a date with the 
fresh guy who's been trying vainly 
to make her, up to then. Crash 
spoils the date and fixes the orig- 
inal romance. There’s the black- 
mailer who's just taken the last 
money from a poor boy with the 
threat of returning for more. Crash 
kills him, wipes out the check and 
the slate. 

There's the henpcked husband, en 
route home late, after working 
overtime and not knowing that 
when he gets home he'll find his 
wife has run off with another man. 
He’s killed. There a wise-crack- 
ing and rather sympathetic crook 
being baited by detectives. Crash 
saves him. So on down the line and 
none of it boring. 


Cast is exceptionally good, which 
ought to help where the names are 
recognizable on a marquee. Jessie 
Matthews, as the chorine, is best. 
Fox has her now and ought to be 
able to do well with her if this bit 
means anything. Frank Lawton 
and Ursula Jeans don’t come out 
too well, being over-directed and 
in unfortunate spots, but Lawton 
again shows he has latent screen 
power. Max Miller impresses nicely 
in a comedy bit and Ralph Richard- 


N. Y., week May 138. 


returns to the fisherman's home and 
there walks right into the gums of 
the waiting executioners. Odec. 


THE BLACK CAT 


Universal production and release. Star- 
ring Boris Karloff and Bela Lugosi. Di- 
rected by Edgar Ulmer. Story by Peter 
Ruric; camera, John Meseal. At Roxy, 
Running time, 76 
mins. 










Poeigig ....csvcrcssdicer.c... meee Raeren 
pi Lt a ee ae Bela Lugosi 
ee ecccce »--David Manners 
SOOM: shccces see08 .. Jacqueline Wells 
BAPen . ccMccces eccccccecccs Lucille Lend 
i errr ee Ergon Brecher 
co eae Harry Cording 

Because of the presence in, one 
film of Boris Karloff, that jovial 
madman, und Bela Lugosi, that 
suave fiend, this picture probably 
has box office attraction. But 


otherwise and on the counts of story, 


novelty, thrills and distinction, the 
picture is sub-normal. 

Universal has of course proceeded 
on the theory that if Frankenstein 
was a monster and Dracula a night- 
mare, the two in combination would 
constitute the final gasp in cine- 
matic delirium. They have not ful- 
fill” the promise. Story is cou- 
fused and confusing, and while with 
the aid of heavily-shadowed lighting 
and masoleum-like architecture, a 
certain eerieness has been achieved, 
it’s all a poor imitation of things 
seen before. 

Karloff occupies a spooky manor 
built over the ruins of a world war 
fort where 10,000 soldiers drenched 
the valley in blood in a terrible mil- 


son does well by a character bit.|itary defeat caused by Karloff's © 
Gordon Harker repeats his comedy | treachery. That is told but not 
characterization that brought him |shown. Lugosi is a batty doctor just 
attention in ‘Rome Express’ and} out of a cruel jail in which he spent 
Edmund Gwenn and Mary Jerrold |15 years. Aliso due to Karlofft’s un- 


both do exceptionally well in char- 
acter bits. 


Photography is good and produc. 








tion A-1, Kauf. 


worthy character. 
Clash of the two eyebrow-squint- 
ng nuts involves an American bridal 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Chamberlain Brown Brings a New 
Kind of Hodge-Podge Vode to 42d St. 





Chamberlain Brown has presented 
many things in his time as an 
artists’ representative and also as 
a manager, but his poorest effort 
came Wednesday night (16) with 
the formal presentation of ‘Flashes,’ 
a sad mixture of straight vaude- 
ville and sketches, at the Lyric, on 
42nd street, N. . 

Present venture of Brown is 
backed by the United States Patri- 
otic Society, which hogs the pro- 
gram and pleads for contributions 
in its reader. This organization is 
probably responsible for the ridicu- 
lous opening of the show, the sing- 
ing of the ‘Star Spangled Banner’ 
by Mme. Samoiloff, from opera, 
who hugged the Stars and Stripes 
to her bosom to accentuate the 
anthem. This came about 9 p.m., 
after the pit orchestra had played 
and replayed the overture about five 
times, with the show scheduled to 
start at 8:30. 

House was about one-third full 
when the unusual curtain-raiser 
took place, with most everybody in 
on the cuff. All that was necessary 
to gain admission was to come close 
to the box office, where ducats were 
shoved at all and sundry with little 
questioning. A good portion of the 
customers appeared like young 
stage hopefuls invited by Brown, 
and it was a lesson in what not to 
do on the stage. 

The layout itself was too poor as 
a presentation, and, in most in- 
stances, as acts, to allow for actual 
criticism. Fritzi Scheff, with au- 
burn tresses; Frank Farnum, dancer, 
and Brown himself, were the out- 
standing performers to the audi- 
ence. 

It was Brown's singing that, as a 
laugh, made part of the evening's 
torture worth while. He had m.c.’d 
the early portion of the show and 
returned to do a chorus of ‘There 
Goes My Heart,’ written by Abner 
Silver and to the latter's piano ac- 
companiment. Around 15 people 
started to walk at this. By the 
time the menage was over as a 
whole, at nearly midnight, less than 
100 die-hards were left on the lower 
floor. 

Rest of the show included Nell 
O'Day and three boys in a flash; 
Pete Randall, m.c.; Julia Kelety, 
singer; Hope Emerson and Dimples 
Reed, femme comedy pair; Mar- 
garet McKee, whistler; ‘The Millen 
Trial, an extremely poor sketch, 
portraying the New England ban- 
dits’ court action; Tom McLaugh- 
lin, Irish tenor; Four Playboys, col- 
ored hoofers, and ‘The Criminal 
Court,’ a radio sketch entailing a 
cast of 20, which is programmed as 
by special arrangement of WMCA. 

At this time Brown came on with 
a couple of children, Ada May and 
Elaine Megler, who did imper- 
sonations and recitations, respec- 
tively. Then he made a speech in 
which he extolled the patriotic vir- 
tues of the show and its backer, 
winding up with the statement that 
an entirely new layout will be given 
every Wednesday. It hardly looked, 
however, as though another Wedaes- 
day will come for ‘Flashes.’ 

A black house cyc was used all 
the way, with an eight-piece band 
in the pit. Acts on the stage had 
to use a miniature white upright 
piano for any stage musical accom- 
paniment they needed. 

Admish scale set at 25c. and 50c., 
two shows daily, 

(Show closed Friday after four 
performances.) 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 19. 

Starting this week the top-priced 
house in the leop has something 
to offer the public, and something 
nearer to reason for asking the 
stiffest admission in the midwest. 
Its shows begin comparing favor- 
ably with the rival Chicago, Ori- 
ental and State-Lake. Not only is 
there talent on the stage, but it’s 
dressed and presented like an 838c 


show. Palace has brought in Will 
Harris to produce and stage its 
vaude bills and he starts off on 


the right foot. 

It’s understood that the plan is 
not to go completely production, 
but to stick to the basis of vaude- 
ville with only occasional side- 
tracks to dance lines and presen- 
tation ideas. However, there will 
be more intercommunciation be- 
tween the various acts, maybe 
after-pieces or additional bits of 
entertainment thrown in for that 
extra helping. It shapes as a good 
idea, 

Show this week is part Fanchon 
& Marco unit, and is billed as ‘Hot 
and Bothered.’ Lots of good tal- 
ent on the bill. Particularly effec- 
tive for this type of house are 
David and Hilda Murray. Open 
With a= straight class ballroom 
dance routine, but then mix it up 
with some burlesques on the vari- 
ous types of ballroom hoofing in 
foreign lands. Murrays handle the 
idea cleanly and deftly without go- 
ing overboard. 


Other standard turn on the show 
consisted of Marty May and Jean 
Carroll. They’ve taken May’s chair 
iwav from him, but he's still listen- 


while on the 


ng natiently 





hoof, ! 


Miss Carroll’s chatterbox style re- 
mains chiseled and to the point. On 
looks and manner she’s there, and 
they remain a consistently good 
vaude turn. 

On minor points Armida is spoil- 
ing nerself. She has her own name 
and her own style. There is no 
reason in the world why she should 
mimic Lupe Velez, Dolores Del 
Rio and Marlene Dietrich. Not only 
are the impersonations done poorly, 
but they detract from Armida’s own 
personality. She can get along well 
«enough being Armida, singing her 
own songs and doing her own 
dances. She doesn’t have to worry 
about the others. That piano player 
she has is also n.s.h. 

Stooges are still stooges, and 
when they try to sep out for them- 
selves they miss. This isn’t the 
first time Howard, Fine and How- 
ard tried to get along without Ted 
Healy. They tried it about two 
years ago and ended up playing 
dates at the split-week Englewood. 


Their present straight man is a 
complete wash-out. They might 
as well use Danny Russo, who 


could do a better job from the pit. 
Stooges still need somebody to top 
their gags; this present straight 
guy can’t stand the pace. Not that 
they didn’t get laughs here, but the 
laughs lacked that wallop. 

Lottie Mayer and her daughter 
finish the show with the disap- 
pearing water-ballet. An overdose 
of set somewhat weakens the ballet 
stuff itself. Tank is pretty small 
for this stage, with the mirrors 
particularly tiny for a house of 
this size. Shapes up, however, as 
a good novelty. 

Business is better this week and 
indications are for the upbeat right 
along. Picture, ‘Stingaree’ (RKO). 
Biz was good at the last show Fri- 
day. Gold. 


STATE, N. Y. 


It's Cab Calloway this week, all 
the way. The hi-de-ho maestro, 
just back from a European tour and 
full of excess voltage, occupies the 
State rostrum for just short of 50 


minutes and dishes out a fast and 
furious program of syncopation. 

It’s the remnant of what was once 
the Cab Calloway unit. Line of 
girls has been trimmed away, as 
well as several other acts. Unit now 
consists of the band, Ada Ward, 
Nicodemus, Elmer Turner and the 
Five Percolators. Which is plenty, 
as it happens. There’s not a min- 
ute’s let-down, band going right 
into one of its hottest and brashest 
numbers to open and keeping up a 
furious pace all the way through. 

When caught, Friday night, Callo- 
way was in exceptionally good form. 
He cut up a bit more than usual, 
dancing and prancing around even 
more than is his custom—all of 
which didn’t hurt any. 

Rest of the State show is not so 
much, but provides sufficient di- 
version to suffice. 

Opener is Arthur La Fleur, one of 
the best ring and iron jaw workers 
in vaude. Buster Shaver and his 
two clever midgets in the deuce 
continue the good impression, and 
Sidney Marion is third. Marion is 
in for comedy, which undoubtedly 
is needed. He serves the needed 
purpose quite sufficiently. 

Picture ts ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
(MG), and house Friday night was 
overflowing. Kauf. 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Practically an all-acrobatic stage 
show at the Roxy this week. Sole 
exception is the radio headliner, 
Teddy Bergman, who announced 
himself as making his first stage 
appearance this week. He does 
mimicry and well (New Acts). 

Show provided a good measure of 
entertainment for the attendance, 
which was fair, for Universal’s ‘The 
Black Cat.’ There was the usual 
Gae Foster routines by the chorus 
and the _ established ringmaster, 
Wesley Eddy, who combined with 
four of the musicians for some in- 
strumental hot harmonics. 

Mooney and Kemp, adagio pair, 
scored easily. Their stuff is grade 
A and certified. Fast and unusual 
lifts characterize their work. Smith, 
Rogers and Eddy ended a knock- 
about comedy session with some 
amazement-creating acrobatics. 
Finaily, for the piece-de-resistance 
and show-closer, came the Denatti 
Troupe, whose varied stunts and in- 
creasing tempo elicited pronounced 
enthusiasm. Denatti boys are tops 
in their line. 

John P. Medbury short, ‘India,’ a 
Walter Disney color cartoon, Fox 
newsreel and overture complete the 
program—the customary amplitude 
for one’s money which this house 
Not much room for 


always gives. 
criticism, the show being about 
what's it’s supposed to be. Eddy 


is perhaps a trifle too generous with 
forcing extra boys for the acts and 


slowing the pace and the acts sel- 
dom succeed in resisting the temp- 
tation to speechify. Land, 





CAPITOL, N. Y. 


There's something highly signifi- 
cant about stage presentations of 
the type of Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
who, after a time-honored rep as a 
variety, record and radio attraction, 
come back to a Broadway deluxer 
like the Capitol at twice average 
income and register below average. 
Fred Waring and his Pennsylva- 
nians are pay roliled at $10,000 per 
week for two weeks at the Cap un- 
der an express proviso that the film 
must be okay, and extra shows pro 
rata. That's not hay, and the fort- 
night is insured by ‘Sadie McKee’ 
(Metro-Crawford) if nothing else. 

From a trade angle the Warings 
probably rate the money tilt because 
of their radio buildup in the past 
year. They've become impressively 
established on the air waves and 
their b.o. draft is not to be depre- 
cated judging by the welcoming 
salvos Friday (change) night. 

But as a stage presentation it is 
significant from two angles. One— 
and perhaps that’s the answer—is 
the misjudgment to stretch a socko 
20-minute act into three-quarters 
of an hour. Or, secondly, it may 
have something or other to do with 
the theory that it doesn’t pay for 
an act to permit itself to get out of 
practice if it has stage intentions 
as an aftermath to the microphone 
sojourn. 

That's happened to Fred Waring 
and his basically worthy Pennsyl- 
vanians organization. The answer 
seems obvious. Considering their 
current principal metier—radio— 
they’ve been thinking in terms of 
the ether for months, so that when 
a fortnight on an ace stage even- 
tuates it is no more than to be ex- 
pected that they’re not entirely pre- 
pared. 

Basically, the talent ingredients 
are there. They’ve been clicking on 
the air, all of 'em—Poley McClin- 
tock, Babs Ryan, the Smoothies, 
Lane Sisters, Johnny Davis, Stuart 
Churchill, Scotty Bates; brother 
Tom Waring with his mellow tenor- 
ing and pianologing, and all the rest. 
But when you recall the great pains 
to which Fred Waring formerly 
went to co-ordinate his stage pres- 
entations, and then see this ragged, 
spotty, hit 'n’ miss sequence, it’s 
cause for captiousness. Waring origi- 
nated those elaborate electro-pyro- 
technical formations with illumi- 
nated megaphones, darkened stages, 
rhythmic pyramids, etc., but, in- 
stead at the Capitol, he shows a 
succession of slow glee club num- 
bers and Chautauquaish song and 
dance specialties. That may be 
radio, but it’s not for Broadway. It’s 
merely transplanting an assortment 
of ether specialties on to a rostrum 
and expecting a 99c audience to ac- 
cept what they get for nothing by 
twirling a dial. 

The Waring organization com- 
prises the entire presentation, some 
of ‘em doubling into the pit to 
vamp off the newsreel. Two Pete 
Smith shorts, ‘Trick Golf’ and ‘Fly- 
ing Hunters,’ augment ‘Sadie McKee’ 
for the celluloid. 

Biz big opening night. Abel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Nautical background for’ the 
formula layout at this spot cur- 
rently. 


Bert Frohman announces and 
leads the band as he feels, some- 
times forgetting to walk off. How- 
ever, he works hard and there’s 
every indication that he bears the 
responsibility of many things. When 
the band doesn’t cue right in, for 
instance, it’s Frohman who must 
smooth the pace. At the Fox espe- 
cially an m.c. has a tough assign- 
ment. 

Occasionally the bandsmen get 
chummy and discuss things among 
themselves while the performers 
down front are trying to keep the 
audience concentrated on the stage 
work. 

Just the same, Ruth Roye scores 
her usual big finish on her char- 
acter songs. When she sings Froh- 
man honors her by leading the band 
personally. He wears a naval of- 
ficer's cap and coat for the occasion. 
Frohman’'s style as a batoneer is 
distinctive. 

The line must not be forgotten 
the current week. They do two or 
three numbers. Flo Kelly disciplines 
‘em here. Miss Kelly knows how to 
handle a line, with or without credit, 
and the current week the boards 
give her credit. 

House was gaited to shut and 
the girls may be so surprised to 
find the place still running, despite 
a most awful offish biz, when 
caught, probably has the kids all 
tumbling a little, when not really 
aiming to do so. 

The lighting currently is one of 
those things. Has coloring but it’s 
mostly sombre. 

Even Edgar Bergen, who does a 
nifty ventrilo act offed, the brass 
part of the band tooted ahead of 
cue, apparently, That was a sound! 

Georges Campo, his white pan and 
tumbling acros plus a cute girl as- 
sistant is on before the same banda. 
The band sticks right through, clad 
in white sailors for that nautical 


effect. Campo only wears white on 
his face. Rest of his outfit is dark. 
Campo does some good tumbling, 


but that Apache thing which hits 


the middle of his turn presently 
somehow doesn’t let out the punch 
it should. Mostly timing off when 
caught, and the shift from the 





dummy to the girl or vice versa Is 
too open. Easily corrected where 
stage facilities will allow. | 

Colby and Murray do ballroom | 
adagio and Arline and Eddie, re- | 
membered from the Hotel New 
Yorker floor show, finale in a danc- | 
ing novelty. Better on the hotel | 
floor. 


Show runs around an hour, with 
Frohman’s singing; good time. 


Feature, ‘Success at Any Price’ 
(RKO). F 
Spot continues indef, although 


slated to close this week. Shan. 


NEWSREELS 


(EMBASSY, N. Y.) 

Pathe claims an exclusive on the 
lightship disaster. There are brief 
views of a ship in a fog and life 
boats scurrying around. In New 
York conventional coverage is ob- 
tained, including silent views of the 
two captains, the story of a pas- 
senger and a glimpse of one of the 
coffins. 

It’s over a week since Insull made 
his statement. His talk about fight, 
however, seems to be leaving the 
average newsreel audience neutral, 

Newsreels overlooked a bet in the 
Robles kidnapping, Pathe, at least, 
treating the Arizona case as a si- 
lent. Better job was accomplished 
on the Gettle story, alleged ab- 
ductors being close-upped and 
Gettle furnishing details. 

Good storm views of the Middle 
West drought were evidently ob- 
tained only after considerable effort 
by Paramount. Dust and hail were 
included, 

Hearst reel unloaded more propa- 
ganda against the world court idea 
with a presentation speech by a 
Hearst editor, along with some sig- 
natures of protest. 

Some plane records were estab- 
lished on the screen with an 80- 
minute New York-Detroit trip, and 
another of 11 hours from L, A. to 
Newark with the mail. The Rome 
fliers were caught in take-off. 

Through some of the newsreels 
a vivid picture of happy life in 
Washington for the bonus army is 
being painted. Eats and tents on 
the government, pleasant surround- 
ings and what-not is the kind of 
material which is liable to inspire 
hordes of honorable discharge men 
to seek a vacation. 

There is considerable about Japan, 
from old views of the Emperor re- 
viewing troops to Perry Day. 

Horse and auto racing, minus 
spills in either, along with trout 
fishing and icebergs complete the 
program. Waly. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(DAVE APOLLON UNIT) 

Dave Apollon is dishing out a 
61-minute revue at the New York 
Paramount this week that is win- 
ning the approval of the customers. 
It’s bulked, though not materially 
helped, by the Danny Dare house 
line, yet there is little stress on the 
line stuff, with enough competent 
specialists all neatly welded by 
Apollon, who practically never 
leaves the stage. He is all over the 
place and as he knows how to m.c, 
without making himself unpopular, 
the show owes much to him. Since 
its start a couple of months ago it 
has shaken down into a smooth and 
fast-working unit, with plenty of 
meat. 

Opens with Apollon coming 
through the curtain and down into 
the pit to lead a brief number, too 
heavy in the brass, but showy. Cur- 
tains part to disclose a scrim in 
one behind which the Dare girls are 
dancing. Taken up quickly to give 
the customers a chance to see what 
it is all about, and the 16 girls are 
supplemented by the eight girls the 
unit carries, stunning lookers with 
nimble feet. Winds up with Rose- 
mary Deering and a manpartner 
in a ballroom number. 

Close-in to one gives Bob Ripa 
a chance to score, and he rings up 
plenty of audience approval. In 
fine fettle and did not make a miss 
in his intricate routine with the 
Japanese sticks. He was over 
solidly. 

Fullstage again with a _ weird 
Russian drop and Apollon’s own 
Hawaiian band of nine men back 
of the Dare girls in Russe dress but 
doing very little. Regular line is 
one presently for their own number, 
done in long, white dresses, cut in 
the Russian mode. Showy. Fol- 
lowed by Kay, Kayta and Kay, 
three girls who do a short but 
spirited dance. 

Lillian Carmen next to warble 
through the mike but not covering 
up an attractive face or a stunning 
full-length dress. She has a pleas- 
ant voice of considerable range, and 
could qualitfy as a class singer, but 
she goes in for comedy and finds a 
warmer welcome, for she still shows 
her voice to approval and has the 
added advantage of getting the 
laughs, too. Miss Draper back for 
an acrobatic dance of the human 
doll type that is well done and as 
well accepted and Apollon goes into 
some foolery with his own boys, 
getting plenty of laughs all along 
this section but culminating with 
Harold Aloma, one of the band, who 
got a triple encore for his singing. 
Danzi Goodell gets next-to-closing 











for her familiar, but aways accept- 
able dancing and into the usual all- 
on finale. 

There have been stronger units in 
point of talent, but for smooth run- | 
ning and smart showmanship this 
is up with the leaders. Chic. 


jor Variety 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


(COMMAND PERFORMANCE) 

London, May 13. 
Annual Royal Performance, in aid 
Artists’'s Benevolent 
Fund and Institution, was held here, 
as usual, May 8. 

As entertainment, it was pretty 
dull and, with few exceptions, very 
disappointing. Not enough sight 
stuff; too many talking items, which 
eventually became boring to a de- 
gree. 

Opened with big flash, depicting 
massive circus tent, with Kafka, 
Stanley and Mae foursome, Ameri- 
can aerialists; Three Bonos, just 
back from America, and Frank Bos- 
ton, local club swinger, with the 
Sherman-Fisher 24 Palladium gals 
forming background. Whole thing 
was fast moving, with plenty of 
action, giving show a flying start. 

Three Sailors followed. On rather 
early, but soon got into stride, and 
finished to real big reception. 

Lucan and McShane, man-woman 
comedy team, with laughs handled 
by man dressed as comedy dame, 
created plenty laughs with domestic 
strife and crockery smashing. Act 
Was eut to comply with auspicious 
occasion and suffered thereby. 

Elsie and Doris Waters, local ra- 
dio favorites, did nicely in comedy 
cameos. Sisters were comparative- 
ly shunned by bookers about a year 
ago, but ether rep has put them in 
demand, 

Cedric Hardwicke added tone to 
program, but his sketch, ‘The Car- 
rier Pigeon,’ by Eden Philpotts, 
proved a long rigmarole of incessant 
gab, with little dramatic value and 
few laughs. 

Then came George Robey, with 
audience on tenterhooks, fearing he 
might spill some dirt. Robey de- 
leted everything that was deemed 
suggestive, resulting in his being 
anything but Robey. There is no 
such thing as a Robey minus sug- 
gestiveness. Just barely got over. 

Henry Hall, official British Broad- 
casting Corporation dance band 
leader, arrived to a big reception, 
but his music was not suited for 
vaudeville, his being more of a 
dance band. Hall has a very nice 
personality, but it’s a pity he has 
to wear cheaters as it detracts from 
his appearance. 

Following intermission came an- 
other flash; this time the Lawrence 
Tiller gals were used, with nice ball 
room dancing put over by Jack 
Holland and June Hart (Ameri- 
ey doubling from the Savoy ho- 
tel. 

Murray and Mooney, couple of lo- 
cal comics, frequenters at this 
house, cracked some old ones and 
found favor with the customers. 

George Clarke, assisted by a 
threesome, did a sort of ‘Wither’s 
Op'’ry,’ which was too old fashioned 
and anything but funny, making 
two sketches in one sitting, in these 
days of modern vaudeville. Both 
sketches had action taking place 
too near the Royal box, with the 
Royal party having to lean forward 
to follow situations. 

Billy Bennett, who has been in 
several Royal Performances and has 
almost become a favorite with Roy- 
alty, failed in this instance. Mono- 
log rendered was one of the oldest 
in his repertory and did not click. 

Then came the spiciest bit of the 
evening, which saved the show 
from boredom. Using Jack Hylton’'s 
band as background, a feature pop- 
ular on the air—In Town Tonight’— 
was used, with well-known person- 
alities being introduced. Sophie 
Tucker came first and received an 
ovation. Rendering two numbers, 
she held up the show, being com- 


pelled to take another curtain. 
Mills Brothers sang ‘Lazy Bones,’ 
which was not a_ wise choice, 


as number proved too slow. Violet 
Loraine, old-time star and famous 
as one of the creators of song 
‘If You Were the Only Girl in 
the World’ from ‘The Bing Boys,’ 
was accorded a sympathetic recep- 
tion. Concluding item was an en- 
semble of military bands, Jack Hyl- 
ton’s boys and Dick Cream and 
house orchestra, making very effec- 
tive tableau. 

The King and Queen were accom- 
panied by the Princess Alice and 
the Earle of Athlone. House was 
jammed to suffocation, with intake 
understood to have exceedel last 
year’s, which was $20,000. 

The B. B. C. paid $2,500 for 
broadcasting the show, but it failed 
to register on the ether, there being 
too many sight acts. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, May 18. 


The burg’s vet house in number 
of service stripes for cons cutive 
years vaude vending has been roll- 
ing up good grosses the past two 
months. Currently, of the five acts, 
three are playing first date: on this 
deck and the other two are old favs. 
Latter pair is assigned final slots 
and it is largely that duo, Seiler 
and Wills and Al Trahan, that lifts 
bill into highly palatable category. 

Opener, Three Kings and Queen, 
aerial casters, while ‘typsy Nina 
drained the deuce for 10 minutes. 
First time she’s ever trouped here 
as a single. Last year was adjunct 
to Isham Jones’ ork. Worked into 
mike, fingering own accompaniment 
on accordion, She should move 
iround a bit at conclusion of each 

(Continued on page 55) 


Poe tee, Eee 





Remit di 





ig Ha 


PS Ree A Seis pene $e et or 


WT ge gt 
ay <a a 


RN he alr te 


ata 


irons. cote of 


LTS HITE DH Spee Leta 


ee eee 
& 


& 


ee 


pietynr 














—— 








1934 


2 


2 


Tuesday. May 


VARIETY 


18 





F tate aol 


es can anata ace 


a ea a es eee 


iin ne il ci 


hi Ae lh ttt ill ti 


tenes 











RY Ne SN 











SEES StS LR SIP 

























stile sin ali ate CE 


ee 

















ae 


4 
4 
i 
j 


ro 





ne me 8 th 








Tuesday, May 22, 1934 


PICTURES 




















=—— 


VARIETY 19 














EXPLOITATION - 


By Epes W. Sargent 
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Good Copy the Philadelphia radius urging a Correspondents was finally drafted into service as Home Made Threes 

visit to the Earle to see ‘the world’s | : , ; an emergency jail for the cats | cad 
Manager with an air conditioned | most handicapped golfer’ play the | Exhibitor is planning to pledge! yntil end of screening. A new prob- | Manage! who has to clip the cost 
house is all ready for the first hot| 19th hole in ‘You're Telling Me,’|)5 vacationing club members t0O/jem arose when owners tried to| corners pretty close, is making _ 
wave. Plans to distribute attractive] adding in quotes: ‘Close your eyes| W'ite at least one letter back to the] identify their own particular solid | own three sheets except on > is 
fans to offices, with this copy: ]|and swing. You get more exercise | St4y-at-homes during vacation time.| pniack cat. Performance was en- pictures Keeps his i poor d for 
‘When you get tired of fanning|and never lose a ball—because you | He has had ready addressed envel- joyed mostly by members of house j attractive general advertising in 
opes printed up and each departing | staff who had no hand in caring | Stores, begs them when the store no 


yourself, drop in at the Garwood 
theatre. Always comfortable. No 
chills. No fever.’ Figures that to 
get around the talk of too-cold 
houses, as well as evading the dan- 
ger of suggesting that the house 
is not cool enough. As soon as the 
fans go out he'll use the’ chills and 
fever line for a slogan for the re- 
mainder of the season. 

Good copy is worth working for. 
There was’a time when ‘20 degrees 
cooler inside’ was regarded as the 
last word in pulling quality. To- 
day that woula not drag in a nickel. 
‘Cool as a cave’. suggests a damp- 
ness that is far from inviting and 
even the icicle fringe on the mar- 
quee is regarded as extreme. A good 
slogan will sell. A poor one will 
keep patrons away. . 

Last fall an exhib collected with 
‘Don’t shiver. Come in and smile.’ 
It proved useful in the chill autumn 
days, but wore out when cold 
weather came. One double-biller 
pulled a fast one when a vacant 
store next door blossomed out with 
a sign ‘All the cider you can drink 
for 10 cents.’ The next morning he 
was offering ‘All the show you can 
see for 15c,’ It got a laugh, and it 
got business. 

There’s something besides the 
title and the star names with which 
to sell tickets 


Plugged Opposite Pix 
Baltimore. 


George Browning, pub for War- 
ners’ Stanley, put over a darb of a 
stunt that had film row cackling for 
days last week during run of 
‘We're Not Dressing.’ 

One evening early in week Johnny 
Weissmuller and bride, Lupe Velez, 
dropped in last show to view flick. 
Latter was personaling at the Cen- 
tury, crosstown opposish house. 
When show ended and mob 
streamed out into lobby Weissmul- 
ler’s lengthy locks gave him away 
and mob rushed for him. He and 
wife retreated before surge and 
took nearest refuge, a room off 
lobby that happened to be Brown- 
ing’s office. With door secured and 
mob storming without, Browning 
suggested only way to get rid of 
’em was for actor to pass out a 


sheaf of autographs. Weissmuller 
consented and Browning quickly 
supplied pen and _ paper. After 


half-hour’s scribbling, swimmer had 
satisfied mob and it dispersed and 
he and wife vamoosed. 

’'Twas only then that crowd dis- 
covered that the autographs they 
had been doled were penned on 
back of small stills of Bing Crosby 
copiously sprinkled with plugs for 
*‘Not Dressing. As far as is known 
Weissmuller doesn’t know yet. 
Browning just got his signature 
down on each card and passed it 
out to the crowd so fast, actor 
didn’t have a chance to examine it. 


Summer Bally Already 


Fort Wayne. 


Paramount’s summer garb fea- 
tures a new Dutch Mill landscape 
with running fountain and winding 
roadways. Worked by mechanical 
device which sets water in action 
and creates cooling effect imme- 
diately on entering lobby. Grasses 
and potted plants also lend a shady 
atmosphere to setting. 

Emboyd, also operated by Quimby 
manager, uses the bathing suit idea 
for its early spring lobby display. 
Used a style show with Jantzen 
and BVD line of outfits on stage 
preceding midnight preview. Pro- 
fessional girls were used, getting 
away from the stage-frightened 
store models. Modernistic model 
and beach playthings were set up in 
the main lobby with spotlights 
playing from balcony. 





Beans for Pancho 


e 

Exploitation crew of Loew's State 
theatre, Cleveland, put over a good 
Grive on ‘Viva Villa’ with the lobby 
frijoled up, and perambulated by a 
fierc> looking bandit who was not, 
however, fierce enough to keep the 
patrons away. 

Best outside stunt was two girls 
as cute Mexican boys, who dealt 
out 5,000 envelopes containing Mexi- 
can beans. These were the qui- 
escent and not the jumping variety. 
Red kidney beans will make a very 
good substitute if you are unable 
to obtain legumes with the proper 
caballero accent. 

Complete campaign 
good business. 


brought in 


Wrote Club Secs 


a special letterhead of the 
Philadelphia, with a 


Using 
Earle theatre, 


cartoon cut of W. C. Fields, Arthur 
Cohn, pub. dir., made a letter to the 
secretaries of some 60 golf clubs in 





don't hit it.’ 

Side note urged the secs to post 
on the bulletin boards, but Cohn 
doesn't tell whethér or not he in- 
cluded a pass as a coaxer to that 
end. 


Restricted Broadcast 


Local manager 
for a local picture broadcast 
turned down by the one-lung sta- 


tion in town put over the idea by 
taking 10 minutes on each show to 
tell the folk about the picture news. 
He gets his stuff out of the trade 
papers and the press stuff he gets 
from the companies. Spiel is changed 
three times weekly, conforming to 
his program changes and each is 
prefaced with the statement that 
it’s being given in the theatre be- 
cause the station won't take it. 

Pressure is being brought to bear 
on the station, and eventually he 
expects to be allotted a 15-minute 
period. Meantime he’s saving the 
cost of a one-reel short and appar- 
ently giving as much pleasure to his 
patrons, since he is careful to keep 
his stuff up to date and newsy. 

Still a good plan where there is 
no local air plant. If the material 
is carefully selected, it can be made 
to increase general interest in pic- 
tures as well as get special mention 
for incoming product. 

Probably it would not hurt any to 
wire a loudspeaker in the lobby and 
permit others to get an earful. A 
great deal depends on the voice and 
if the managerial voice does not 
come through the amplifiers nicely, 
it: would be better to delegate the 
reading to someone else. What gave 
the originator the idea in the first 
place was the fact he possessed a 
good radio voice. 


whose suggestion 
was 





Replenishing 

Howard Waugh, zone manager in 
Memphis, is after his managers for 
new business. He points out that 
the theatre is standing still that 
merely holds its own and adds, ‘It 
takes more than a clipped press 
book ad, a couple of one-sheets and 
a wish to get them inside.’ 

There's a lot to that angle. Un- 
less a manager is getting everybody 
in town into his shop he can afford 
to make a little hustle. Does not 
necessarily mean spending more 
money. It does mean doing some 
heavy thinking and getting an ap- 
peal so far from the stereotyped 
campaign that those who are not 
now coming are impelled to make a 
call. If they like the show and the 
house they'll keep coming. 

For example, there are a lot of 
people who do not care for sexy pic- 
tures. And some of them think that 
all pictures are overstressing that 
angle. First good family trade pic- 
ture to come along, get after these. 
Not necessary. to stress the fact it’s 
clean. Stress the entertainment 
value by telling some of the story 
angles. It will make new business. 
some of which will! stick. 

Work in with the women’s clubs. 
the Parent-Teachers, the Rotary, 
Kiwanis and anything else repre- 
sentative of the solidly respectable 
class. Convince them that all they 
read in the papers is not correct. 
That's one way to build new busi- 
ness. 


Guest Cards 


With the start of the tourist sea- 
son, one house manager obtained 
from the police the latest traffic 
rules and had these printed on neat 
cards. Top carried: ‘Welcome 
stranger. It’s evident from your li- 
cense you're touring. We hope your 
visit to our city will be so pleasant 
you'll want to stick around. There's 
a list of hotels on the back. Put up 
at one of these and spend a delight- 
ful evening at the Organa theatre. 
Always the best pictures in a com- 
fortable setting.’ 

The rules followed with a map 
of the city to outline the connection 
with the trunk roads. On the re- 
verse was a list of hotels with rates, 
ranging from the top spot to $2 a 
night stops. These kicked in for 
rather better than half the cost. 

Cards were placed with filling 
stations as far as five miles out 





with the promise of a ticket a week 


if the cards were handed to all 
whose plates showed them to be 
passing through. But the distribu- 
tion was not made until after three 
o'clock, on the proposition that 
earlier drivers would press on to 
some more distant town for the 
night stop. 

It probably would be a good idea 
to start earlier on the theory that 
they might stop for lunch and a 
show. The cost of a few thousand 
extra cards would be trifling, since 
the press charges had already been 
paid 


child will be given a couple. 

Letters will be read at the Satur- 
day sessions and the best five will 
be rewarded with tickets, five for 
the best. down to one for the fifth. 
Figures that it will make a good 
feature for the summer and at the 
same time keep the children in 
touch with the club. 

One fortunate youngster is going 
to Europe, and his letters are 
marked out of the contest, since he 
will see so much more than the ay- 
erage child, but he has been prom- 
ised a ticket for each weekly letter 
he sends in. 

Manager believes that, with quite 
a lot of them going to different 
spots, it may be possible to get up a 
little booklet to be presented to the 
club members later on. Additionally 
figures that he can get enough ads 
to pay for the printing and will be 
in the clear. 


Overboard on Cats 


Indianapolis. 

Duke Hickey, advance man for 
Universal, became inspired with the 
idea of holding a special showing 
of ‘The Black Cat’ at the Lyric 
on Saturday morning. and allowing 
every child under sixteen, accom- 
panied by a solid black cat, free 
admission to the theatre. House 
staff was driven nearly frantic 
with nearly a hundred badly fright- 
ened felines who objected with all 
claws to being legal tender for their 
masters’ admission to the picture. 
Unused office on mezzanine floor 





for the animals. 


Free Mothers 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Hugh Smart, manager of the 
Paramount theatre, High Point, 
admitted all mothers over 65 years 
of age on Mothers’ Day, between 
the hours of 1 and 4:40 o'clock. He 
announced that the age and time 
limits were set because of the seat- 
ing limitations of the house. ‘I 
would like to admit all mothers in 
the city,’ he said, in his printed an- 
nouncement. A coupon was carried 
in local newspapers, to be clipped 
and filled out for admission. 


Metro’s Dance Contest 
Paris. 
Metro is following its policy of 
special exploitation stunts for its 
films shown at the Madeleine here 
by running dance contest in con- 
nection with Joan Crawford's ‘Danc- 
ing Lady,’ present film. Previous 
sturt with ‘Eskimo’ was school chil- 


dren's vacation contest, involving 
fre shows fo. kids in the ‘morn- 
ings. 


Present dance contest is being 
run in all countries of Europe. Paris 
tournament is booked for Claridge 
hotel May 17, and contestants can 
enroll up to May 12. Prize is a 
four day trip to Amsterdam for the 
international finals. 
which will be rewarded by free trip 
to Hollywood. Music from film will 
t used exclusively in contest. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Chicago. 
Johnny Mednikow has returned 
to salés staff of National Screen 
Service here. Moves over from 
branch managership locally’ for 
Master Arts. 


Bethel, Vt. 
Bethel theatre, dark for several 
months, will operate week ends. 


Canton, O. 

Hippodrome here, an independent, 
reopened Easter Sunday with a 
musical tab policy and dual films, 
closed suddenly this week after 
several weeks of poor patronage. 

Mike Manos, former Greensburg 
showman, has obtained the Liberty 
at Ellwood City, Pa., on lease. 

Kenneth Norwine has acquired 
the Strand at Maumee from Mrs. H. 
G. Mauen. Also has Shoreway at 
Point Place and the Hawley at To- 
ledo. 

P. L. Touney, of the Princess, 
Wauseon, O., has purchased the 
Lyric at Delta, O., formerly operated 
by Leo Poorman. 

San Francisco. 

Edgar Wallace, from Eureka to 
the Williams, Dinuba, replacing W. 
J. Roberts. 

Changes in ownership: George 
Mann and Morgan Walsh of Mid- 
land Theatres have taken the Lyric, 
Modesto, from Frank Benbeck; W. 
F. Cooney and C. M. Feeley have 
taken the Plaza, Oakland, from 
Charles Bartlett; R. Harvey, Har- 
vey Amusement Co., has acquired 
the Orland, Orland, from C. A. Pen- 
dleton; Stamm and Beede have 
opened the Port Chicago, Port Chi- 
cago, formerly operated by Ernest 
and Adolph Umann. 

New houses in Northern Califor- 
nia: Alleghany, Alleghany, opened 
by E. C. McCloskey; Airdome, 
Avenla, 450 seats, opened by Jack 
Patridge; Cinema, Mt. View, opened 
by A. Blanco. 

Houses that have opened up after 
being closed for some time: 300- 
seat Chowchilla, Chowchilla, by J. 
L. Seiter; Greenville at Greenville, 
and Butler at Tonopah, Nevada. 

Premier, Oakland; Willow Glen, 
Willow Glen, and Suisun, Suisun, 
now closed. 

3ill Flynn has taken the Plaza, 
Sacramento, and installed a stage 
show policy with Ted Manley, for- 
merly at Fox El Capitan, Frisco, 
getting the house manager's assign- 
ment 

Montgomery, Ala. 

Paramount and Empire the- 
atres, both R. B. Wilby houses, have 
changed operations of pictures. Par 
will run only two pictures a week, 
starting on Sunday and Thursday, 
while the Empire opens on Satur- 
day and closes on Tuesday. Strand, 
another Wilby house, will continue 
to show second runs, with Western 
features on Saturday. 


Akron, O. 
Dan Bieneman, assistant manage! 
it the Warner Bros. Strand here, 
will succeed Dick Wright ag man- 














ager at the local house. Wright 
promoted to district manager of 
Warner Bros. theatres in northeast- 
ern Ohio. 





Miami, Ariz. 
local pic house 
his home 
illness of 


George Nenas, 
operator, is en route to 
in Greece, summoned by 
his mother. 


Canton, O. 

A. H. Buehrig, Jr., for 11 years 
with Loew’s, has resigned as man- 
ager of Loew's Granada, Cleveland, 
to head a new independent movie 
theatre chain, with headquarters 
here. The new company already 
has several houses in the midwest 
and will add more later. Associated 
with Mr. Buehrig, also of Loew's, 
will be J. Francis Stein, operator of 
the Windsor theatre here. 


Birmingham, 


Old theatre, dark for. several 
years, being remodeled and re- 
opened by Wilby at north Birming- 
ham. Only house operated there at 
present owned by N. H. Waters. 


- 





Charlotte, N. C. 
W. H. Eubanks, general manager 
of the Henry Vann theatres at 
Rockingham, Clinton, Sanford and 
East Rockingham, announces a sec- 
ond Vann theatre for Rockingham. 
Lease for 15 years obtained on 
business building and $25,000 to be 
spent in improvements. 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
George Otte has leased Virginia 
theatre from the Conservative Life 
Ins. Co. to start June 1 for period of 
10 years. ? 
New manager of the Capitol here 
is F. T. Thomas, formerly with En- 





right, Pittsburgh. Succeeds S. 5S 
Solomon, transferred to Newark, 
N. J 


ee Oklahoma City. 
Openings: Ace at Tecumseh, by 
D. N. Legg; Inca at Okmulgee, by 
Inca Amusement Co.; Liberty at 
Hugo, by Griffith Amusement Co.; 
New at Fairfax (new house); Pal- 
ace at Claremore, by = Griffith 
Amusement Co.; Roxy at Billings, 
by H. N. Williams; Midwest at 
Bartlesville, by Griffith Amuse- 
ment Co.; Cozy at Afton, by M. 
Thompson; Liberty at Ada, by 
Griffith Amusement Co. Changes 
in ownership: Empress at Wilson, 
from A. L. Means to H. L. Gilliam; 


Eldorado at Eldorado, from Fay 
Moore to Lawrence Cleary; Rex at 


Meeker, from R. E 
shaw & Bradford. 

Griffith Bros, Oklahoma City, 
have closed a partnership deal with 
H. A. Walling, who operates the 
Princess, New Show, and Walling 
theatres in Bristow, Okla 


Harrell to Cap- 


Baltimore 


Harry Gamble, boothman at the 
Echo, south-side nabe, badly burned | 
when film exploded Friday (15) 


Rushed to hospital, 
under treatment 


where he is 


winners’ of 


longer wants them, cuts them out 
and pastes the heads on white print 
paper, lettering in to suit his own 
announcement. Figures it's perhaps 
not as good as ‘boughten’ threes, 
but a darned sight cheaper When 
he does use the paper for the film, 
he tacks it up and then uses it later, 
in sections, for other displays. 

Now and then he uses short ends 
from the wall paper store, which he 
gets for an occasional ticket, 
Uses mostly solid colors or very 
light designs, since the more marked 
designs are bound to detract from 
his own announcement. 

In some theatres the wall paper 
idea is used for effect even when 
the house can afford a larger appro- 
priation, but this chap makes a vir- 
tue of necessity and finds that his 
patrons accept the home-made bids 
as freely as they do the occasional 
regular three. 

Recently he used a special board 
for a coming feature of size. Started 
with the white paper and an appeal 
to ‘watch this space.’ Put in a few 
letters every day, spotting them so 
as to retain the full announcement 
to the last. Had people coming to 
the theatre every day just to see 
what he had added, and it got more 
attention than a dozen regular 
sheets, 

Figures that he's doing better 
than he could with enough money 
to buy all the paper he needs, 


Beach Fans 


Something new is a beach fan 
gotten out by a house at a shore re- 
sort. House head noticed there was 
a brisk sale for green and yellow 
glasses for beach strolls. He got 
some blank fans, had them printed 
both sides for his house and stamped 
out an oblong about three inches 
below the top. Over ths was past- 
ed green medium. Idea was that 
the recipients held the fans to pro- 
tect their eyes from the glare and 
at the same time advertised the 
house. 

Trustworthy boy was sent to the 
beach each morning to hawk the 
fans for 3c each, or two for five, 
which killed the cost. This per- 
mitted a larger distribution than 
would have been possible had the 
fans been given out free. And peo- 
ple who paid for the’fans were care- 
ful to preserve them for the dura- 
tion of their visit. Fans were also 
on sale in the lobby, and quite a 
lot of people picked them up there, 
getting an eyeful of the current ad- 
vertising. 

Stunt is working out so well the 
inventor is kicking himself that he 
did not take out a patent on the 
idea, with a view to putting them 
on the market. 

Effect of several hundred fang 
around the beach is well worth the 
trouble of handling the sale. 





On the Rockpile 


Baltimore. 

Flock of nabes, lacking cooler 
systems, are planning to offset the 
fact with ostentation of verdure. 
Aside from the usual lattice work 
inside and out and the diffusive 
spilling of green paint, number of 
‘em are having their lobbies em- 
bellished with rock gardens. 

In every town of size there exists 
one firm at least that for a very 
reasonable charge will rent out the 
stone piles. Rent is per month and 
includes installation and removal. 
Makes a very cool-looking flash and 
can be had with or without the 
pool of aqua, ferns and miniature 
gnomes. 





Army on ‘Patrol’ 
Montgomery, Ala. 

ISugene Parrish, mgr. at the Em- 
pire, got some nice business by send- 
ing an old army truck through the 
business section of the city. The 
stunt was used for a day in advance 
of the picture, ‘The Lost Patrol.’ The 
truck was covered with guns of 
small size, and two men were placed 
inside of the truck, with a loud 
speaker inside, and throughout the 
parade of the truck the men were 
announcing many important scenes 
of the picture. 

Parrish got mention frrom news- 
papermen, 


Modest Violets 


The Hague. 

As French film ‘Violettes Im- 
periales’ in Gebouw voor Kunsten 
en Wetenschappen, the Hague, 
which is largest, holds 2,000, proved 
bad flop, promoters tried out stunt 
to fill place up. Ona Saturday aft- 
ernoon young girls In gay national 
costumes paraded streets, handing 
bouquets with fresh violets to 








iadies in thronged shopping -centre, 
it same time dealing out folders 
drawing attention to film in which 
Rtiaquel Meller is the heroine. Did 


not boost bo. either, 
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For the first time in Z years 


YOU CAN DATE THEM UP! 


Just like seeing good friends after a long 
absence ... your audiences will welcome the 


return of these ever-popular sweethearts ! * 

















*And in a picture that S. R. Kent calls:“The biggest 
: money picture with this team we’ve had in the last 
three years.” And Variety Daily hails: “A box- 
office bet from every angle!” 
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JAMES DUNN: 
GINGER R OGERS 


p Produced by Winfield Sheehan 


‘Directed by John G. Blystone e Screen play: Sonya 
Levien and James Gleason e From the novel 
“Manhattan Love Song” by Kathleen Norris. 
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Market 





«Continued from page 6) 
up nearly 10 points from its previ- 
ous close. 

Traders of late have been ac- 
customed to seeing market get a jab 
of silver inflation news just when 
it appears to be getting out of hand. 


Shrewd traders have given up at- | 


tempting to guess just which way 
silver inflation rabbit is going to 
jump next. 

Power output was less than 1% 
over previous week, carloadings 
were off nearly 1,000 cars from week 
before, steel output dipped fraction- 
ally and exports fell sharply in 
April. Combined domestic consump- 
tion and exports for last month 
were sharply below March and even 
under April, 1933. Total deprecia- 
tion of 20 common stocks since 
April 30 amounts to more than a 
billion dollars figured according to 
outstanding shares of each com- 
pany. More cheering news was re- 
port that business failures were only 
222 for week ending May 10, small- 
est number in years. 

Columbia Pictures 
made best recovery of strictly 
amusement company issues. Dec- 
laration of dividend undoubtedly 
was big factor in its rise from 24% 
to 28%, where it closea for a net 
gain of 3%, over previous Saturday. 
Eastman Kodak looked good be- 
cause it wound up with a net gain 
of 5% points after slipping off to 
87144. This company recently in- 
creased dividend on common. 

Favorable dividend action also un- 
doubtedly helped Consolidated Film 
Industries preferred stock. It ran 
up to 167%, scoring a gain of 2% for 


certificates 


week. Fox Class A was up nearly a 
point. Pathe A gained more than 
a point net, while Loew's common 


closed week with a 1%-point gain. 
Other film company issues on big 
board .scored fractional gains ex- 
cepting Loew preferred, which 
dropped a point, and Radio pre- 
ferred B, which slipped back nearly 
2 points after its strong climb to a 
new high last week. Technicolor, 
on Curb Exchange, «Iso became 
active near end of week and ad- 
vanced 1% points to 9%. 

Bonds followed trend of stocks 
much of week, and near! all amuse- 
ment liens showed nice gains. War- 
ner Brothers 6s fared best, closing 
at 59 for a net gain of 4%. It had 
touched 60 on Thursday and Friday 
after being down to 53% earlier in 
week. Paramount-Publix 514s closed 
on top at 52, or 2% points higher, 
while Paramount-Proadway 5%s 
showed a similar increase. It closed 
at 45%. Other Paramount bonds 
and certificates showed good gains. 
RKO debentures gained a point to 
close at 33, while General Theatre 
Equipment liens wound up at 9%, 
or 1% points higher. Pathe 7s were 
off 1% points, and Loew 6s slipped 
down fractionally to clos2 at 100. 

Columbia Pictures on Saturday 
declared a quarterly dividend of 25 
cents a share on the common stock 
and a 244% semi-annual dividend 


2/0 
payable in common on the same 
common stock. Last previous cash 


dividend was in October, 1931, when 





semi-annual stock dividend of 2%% 
was distributed. Company recently 
issued favorable earnings statenent 
which covers dividend. Certificates 
of company showed real strength 
both Thursday and Friday, and 
finished Saturday at high of week. 

During week Consolidated Film 
Industries declared dividend of 50c 
a share on preferred stock, payable 
July 2. This makes $1 that has 
been declared payable thus far this 
year, Arrears on stock amount to 
$3.50 per share. 


Metro-Goldwyn Pictures Corp. 
showed a profit of $3,037,698 after 
taxes for 28 weeks endi~g May 19, 
according to official report issued 
Saturday. This compares with a 
net profit of only $966,173 in similar 
period of 1933. Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer preferred stock, which is ex- 
tremely inactive on big board, ruse 
five-eighths of a point Saturday on 
news, making only second day of 
week that it had appeared on tape. 
It closed at 26% for a new 1934 
high. Only 300 shares changed 
hands all week. This preferred is 
now paying $1.89. 

Dividend Meetings 

Among dividend m->tings that 
will t w-tched with considerable 
interest thet of General Electric 
next Friday. Common now pays 60 
cents per share, at which price it 
yields approximately 3%. It declined 
to 18% during past week, where it 
was only fractionally above 1934 
low. This stock at this price 
showed a depreciation of $76,000,000 
on basis of outstanding stock. 

With market in a mood to con- 
tinue discounting expected slump in 
business during next few months, 
many traders do not expect higher 
prices for some time to come. Added 
to this situation is uncertainty on 
legislative and monetary matters in 
Washington. Some experts. in 
Washington are starting to predict 
that family quarrel among Senate 
Democrats may eventually lead to 
sid2tracking of stock exchange con- 
trol measure. 

With the President tagging bill 
as one of the ‘must pass’ measures 
it will] require considerable intesti- 
nal fortitude on part of Democrats 
to actually hold over this measure 
in present session. Exchange con- 
trol measures have passed in both 
House and Senate, but with differ- 
ences on several vital points. These 
are b ing considered now by con- 
ferees from House and Senate, with 
both Glass and Wagner missing 
from list of Senate conferees. If 
Senators give way to House ideas, 
Glass and possibly Wagner, and 
their friends, may carry fight to 
floor of Senate. 

Whether or not this measure 
passes, many look for a much better 
market as soon as Congress ad- 
journs. June adjournient is now 
being earnestly sought by Roosevelt, 
but it may prolong until nearly 
July. Adjournment may prove sig- 
nal for revival of bullish sentiment 
and start of better market. There 
is little in present situation or im- 
mediate future, aside from the dubi- 
ous silver rabbit, that will make for 








18% cents per share as well as al much higher prices. 
Summary for Week Ending Saturday, May 19 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
Net 
High Low Sales Issue and rate. High Low Last chg. 
Tis bly 500 American Seat......... ctsqreees OO 3% 4\e + % 
5S, Qty 1,800 Consol. Film........ ssecccscccee 3% 3'% 3% CU + 
31 3 2,700 Columbia P. vtc...... sccbeccccee Sam 24% 28% +3'% 
17! 10% 5,200 Consol. Film pfd. (1)*..cecseoes 16% 14% 16% 2% 
96 79 3,500 Eastman Kodak (4). .cceeesceee 95% 87% 94% +5% 
7 124 6,100 Fox, Class A....... coccccccccce 15% 13% 14% +% 
25) 18! 69,400 Gen. Elec. (60C.).csccccssesesee 20% 18% 20 + % 
3 L5F, 29,000 Loew (1).....0cc000 cocccccccscee B1% 28% 30% +1% 
97 72 200 Do pref. (6%4)....... cocccsccee OS 92% 93 —] 
7 45,5 2,500 Madison Sq. Garden....ccccesee 7 6% 7 + % 
26°. 21 300 Met-G-M pref. (1.89).ccccecssee (26% 25% — +3 
5 1% 29,200 Paramount ctfs........ eccccccee 4% 4 4% +% 
4\, 1! 6,900 Pathe Exchange...cccccccccsece 3 2% 2% + 3 
24) 214 19,200 Pathe, Class A..cocccccccccccce 20% 17% 19% +1% 
9. 61 73,700 Radio Corp..... eheaweteseesnese. 1 6% T + % 
De, 15 Ce Gee O.,, 00:ceddedseedcsseeos Gh 30% 32 —1% 
4}, 21, 6,600, BEKO .......sccccces pesecenees 3 25% 2% +% 
Si, 47.4 27,000 Warner Bros......0.. bisaensGss 6% 5% 6 + % 
474 BOM BOGE WEStINRGROUNS ciscccvscccesovce 34% t30% 33% +15, 
* Paid this year on account of accumulation. * New 1934 high. t New 1934 low 
CURB 
A1', To, 3.000 Technicolor .......... rere Ws Ruy Ny 11% 
4 % O08. Trans Lats (166.).00 06600 eesecce 2 1% 1% 
BONDS 
1% B', $86,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. °40....ccececesee 10 8 oy, +1Yy 
72 a | 10,000 Keith 6's, ; OS 58 — \% 
lor 35 66,000 Loew 6's, 190 100 — 
os x5 5100 Pathe T's 6 § “4 94 a 
47 mw 11,000 Par-Broadway 54's, ‘5l........ 45! 43 >be 42% 
aoa) 244 31,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47..... oo Ge 18 = | +] 
54°. VR! 24,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47, ctis 48% 445! 155, + % 
5a 291, 52,000 Par-Pub ! _ Serer S 52 7 52 +2% 
oA 29 67.000 Par-Pub 54's, ‘59, ctfs......0. 49 417) 49 +1% 
4) 184, 1.000 RKO debs 6's.... : 323 33 3 +1 
to Hr, (71.000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘39 on ” +4! 
- OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 
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‘Tarzan’ Nixed for Kids; 
‘Too Nerve-Wracking’ 


San Francisco, May 21. 

Censor board of Palo Alto decreed 
today (Monday) that ‘Tarzan’ (MG) 
is improper for children; reason, too 
nerve wracking. 

Fox-West Coast, which had pic- 
ture booked for June 3 at Stanford 
theatre there, is cancelling the date. 





Meshed in ‘Romance’ 
Universal City, May 21. 
Chester Morris and Heather Angel 
have the leading spots in Univer- 
sal’s ‘Romance in the Rain.’ 
Stanley Bergerman is producing. 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany, N. Y. 

Affiliated Radio Networks, Inc.; gen- 
eral radio broadcasting business; capital 
stock, 200 shares, no par value. Saran 
Densen, Helen Densen and _ Beatrice 
Mitchell, all of 905 West End avenue, 
New York. 

311 West 34th Street Theatre Corp.; 
pictures, vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 
$10,000. Nathan Lieberman, 323 West 
90th street, New York; Irving W. Wein- 
blatt, 2065 Morris avenue, Bronx, and 
Alfred Weisstein, 858 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn. 

Starlette Studios, Inc.; operate places 
of amusement, etc.; capital stock, $5,000. 
Aubrey M. and Ann M. Horton, 305 Hud- 
gon avenue, Albany, and Sanford 8S. Hor- 
ton, Sprakers. 

Magnetic Productions, Inc.; pictures, 
vaudeville, ete.; capital stock, 100 shares. 
no par value. A. Pam Blumenthal, 1 
Wall street; Edw. L. Alperson, 444 West 
56th street, and Louis M. Levy, 10 East 
40th street, all of New York. 

Derfila) Amusements, Ine.; pictures: 
capital stock, $5,000. Chas. Tamlak, 
Alfred Anker and Leonard C. Victor, all 
of 1560 Broadway, New York. 

Jackson Heights Playhouses, Inc.; ptc- 
tures, vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 
$20,000. Mona Best, Bessie Podell 
Harold King, all of 39 Broadway, 
York. 

Interboro Circuit, Inc.; pictures, capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Betty 
Schneider, 5305 Beverley road; William 
Permison, 237 East 94th street, and 
Frank B. Libasci, 104 Cornelia street, all 
of Brooklyn. 

A. & 8S. Amusement Corp.; automatic 
amusement devices; capital stock, $10,000. 
Nathan P. Baker, Celia Blatt and Anne 


and 
New 


Wertheimer, all of 50 Court street, 
Brooklyn. 

Tat’s Tales, Inc.; pictures, vaudeville, 
etc.; capital stock, $1,000, S. Cantor, 
H. O. Biele and M. Green, all of 1776 
Broadway, New York. 

Amusement Operating Co., Ine.; 


amusement devices; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Jos. J. Vaccaro, 
5 Rockland place, New Rochelle; Maurice 
Piesen, 1245 East 28rd street, Brooklyn, 
and Ida Siegel 1526 West Eighth street, 
Brooklyn. 

Grombach Productions, Inc.; 
actors, singers, wrestlers, etc.; 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Davida 
B. Friedman, M. EB. Benson and Samuel 
Bamberger, all of 8 West 40th street, 
New York. 

Haverstraw Amusement Corp., Haver- 
straw; pictures, vaudeville, etc., capital 
stock, 200 shares, no par value. John 
A. Hartung, 5 Marion avenue, Pough- 
keepsie; Alexander H. Kopprasch, 63 
Hudson avenue, Haverstraw, and Jos. J. 
Venza, 7224 Fourth avenue, Brooklyn. 

Oliver Film Corp.; pictures; capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Gertrude 
Israel, Sadye Lader and Max Weisman, 
all of 270 Broadway, New York. 

Riis Management Corp.; amusement 
enterprises of all kinds; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. C. Jos. Hyland, 
Ruth Schwartzbart and Frederick E. 
Titus, all of 11 West 42nd street, New 
York, 

Credion Corp.; general radio business: 
capital stock, $10,000. Abraham I. 
Scherago, Ella Neufield and Geo. Popkin. 
all of 1440 Broadway, New York. 


employ 
capital 


Film-Church Battle 





as a national policy. 

Theatre owners, worried over 
sporadic flare-ups, are seeking ad- 
vice as to how to meet this prob- 
lem of dealing with the Church in 
those territories, especially some 
of the smaller cities, where priests 
already have talked from the pul- 
pit on the matter of Hollywood 
morality. 

First Hand Information 


The course which film leaders are 
advising such exhibitors to pursue is 
to let the priest get first hand in- 
formation by inviting him to stand, 
personally, in the theatre and check 
the people as they buy in. Be sure 
that the parish preacher is pres- 
ent as an observer for at least the 
showings of two dissimilar pic- 
tures, one in the class which he 
would recommend and the other in 
that category now being condemned. 
Exhibitors are being assured that 
when the priest discovers from 
battleground perspective that the 
wishy-washy, innocuous pictures 
die and the others succeed he will 
find ways and means to handle his 
own fiock in a way that no theatre 
owner or anybody else could. 

First hand information is essen- 
tial if the innocent in the indus- 
try are not to suffer, theatre men 
are being informed. Armchair per- 
spectives must be shelved if the 
industry is to get that even break, 
it is being emphasized. 

Reports from the front are now 
being carefull, checked in New 
York. In Detroit, for instance, 
where a priest blacklisted 63 fea- 
tures, theatre owners reported late 
last week that business seemed to 
remain at about the same level as 
before the publication of the ban. 

Columbus, O., however, had a dif- 
erent slant. Last Friday New York 
heard some of the biggest circuit 
theatres were suffering big losses, 
and they had sent out an S.O.5S. to 
New York for advice. 

The morals-situation fuse within 

the industry may be set off any day 
now by the activity without, if the 
morals clause in the code is tested 
by a complaint reaching the Code 
Authority on appeal. 
An exhibitor, it is pointed out, 
might refuse to play certain pictures 
on the ground they were immoral 
and caused him to suffer losses. 
The CA grievance board would have 
to hear a case of this sort. 

This would likely precipitate an 
answer to a question remaining un- 
answered since the inception of the 
NRA as to whether Hays’ own moral 
codes for advertising and production 
are those meant by the Eagle for 
the entire business, or whether such 
codes should be divorced from Hays 
and neutrally supervised from under 
the C.A.’s own bower. 

With all of the fuming to date, 
including independent producer de- 
nunciations of the Hays code and 





Dorset Amusement Corp.; films; capital 
stock, $10,000. Charlotte Karpe, 441 
Avenue P, Brooklyn; Henrietta Heller, 
9117 Jamaica avenue, Woodhaven, L. I., 
and Minnie Nudelman, 2301 83rd street, 
Brooklyn. 

Films of Commerce Co., 


Inc.; films, 


etc.; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value. Don Carlos Ellis, 20 Princeton 
street, Garden City, I. I.; Henry C. 
Grant, 35 West 45th street, New York, 


and Clarence R. Templeton, 364 Argyle 
road, Brooklyn, 
Memberships 
Motion Picture Research Council, Inc. 
Dissolutions 

E. J. W. Theatre Corp., Syracuse 

by Miller B. Moran, Lowville. 
Change of Capital 

Judson Radio Program Corp., New 
York; 2,000 shares, no par value, changed 
to $100—$10. 

Concert Management Arthur Judson, 
Inc., New York; 8,500 shares—7,500 
common, no par value, and 1,000 pre- 
ferred at $100—-changed to $100—$10 

Community Concerts Corp., New York 
$100,000—${0 changed to 10 shares, no 


par value. 
TEXAS 
Galveston. 


Southern Circus Corporation, Houston 
capital stock, $6,000; raising, selling and 
leasing animals. Incorporators: G. W. 
Christy, D. Earl Combs, C. M. Thomas. 

Ennis Amusement Co., Ennis: capital 
stock, $10,000; orchestras, theatrical acts, 


filed 


their refusal to recognize them as 
law under the NRA, the morals 
matter has evaded being brought 
to a head by the failure to get a 
test case. 


Catholic Women on Films 
Fort Wayne, May 21. 

Hollywood in general, night clubs 
and other amusement items were 
lampooned by delegates at the an- 
nual convention of the Council of 
Catholic Women which met here in 
a two-day session. Thirteen points 
were presented in the final resolu- 
tions and foremost were the sec- 
tions panning film trends an’ night 
club hysteria. 

For some time pledge cards have 
beeen issued in city as a part of the 
national Catholic program to clean 
up the screen for the younger peo- 
ple. 

Theatre operation was more or 
less excused from the lampooning 
on the grounds that managers had 
to take when was issued by the ex- 








concerts Incorporators: John M. Savyeg 
Mona Sayeg, Dick Goodwin. 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento 

Showmen's Productions, Ince. Capita! 
stock, $20,000 None subscribed Di- | 
rectors: Walter W. Braun, Amos Fried 
man, Lewis D. Collings. 


Certificate changing name of Majesti 
Pictures Corp. to Phil Goldstone Pro 
ductions. 

Permits to Sell Stock 
Supreme Pictures Corp. Motion p 
ture productions. To issue four shar 
of total of 1,000 shares, no par. 
Fillmore Theatres, Ltd. Motion picture 
theatre operating. To issue three share 
of total of 20. par $106 


JUDGMENTS 


Adams Broadcasting Service, Inc.: 





Columbia Phonograph Co.; $3,934. |, 


Interurban Theatre Co.; Vits- | 
phone Distributing Corp.; $49. 
G.P.R. Amus. Corp.; same: $246 





(Continued from page 5) and Paramount theatres have 
Church rulers to decide upon this | Started a regular Saturday kid 
show featuring nothing but car- 


toons and light comedies, especia:ly 
fo. juvenile tastes. Local press put- 
ting damper on any extra publicity 
of campaign, 
just another drive. 


taking it mostly as 





B'ham Catholic Offensive 
Birmingham, May 21. 


Catholic women of the Birming- 


ham deanery last week launched the 


first step toward cleaning up ‘vile, 
unwholesome, salacious’ pictures 


and as their first step they are or- 


ganizing the ‘Legion of Decency.’ 


This was the gist of a resolution 


passed by the women. They blame 
certain pictures for tearing down 
the morals of the nation and ‘pro- 


moting sex mania in our land.’ 


Pledge cards seeking members in 
the Legion of Decency are being 


circulated among women of Birm- 


ingham in a membership drive. 
When the organization is completed 
the organization will receive regu- 
larly a list taboo of pictures which 


also will be nationally circulated. 


This is the first move made by 
Catholic churches publicly. Hereto- 
fore they've left all the squawking 
in public to the Protestant churches 
and women's clubs, who have done 
plenty, but accomplished little. 
Judging from the way the resolu- 
tion on the pledge cards reads all 
persons will be invited as members, 
regardless of religion. 


Parent-Teachers’ Conv. 
Des Moines, Ia., May 21. 

The National Congress of Par- 
ent-Teachers Associations, in con- 
vention here, decried films which 
give children any insight into crime, 
or activities of criminals. 

Pix ‘through which children be- 
come familiar with the ways in 
which crimes are committed, the 
conduct of the intoxicated and other 
anti-social conduct,’ were described 
as ‘alarming’ in a resolution report- 
ed to the body. Parents-Teachers 
has abandoned film censorship and 
is mobilizing other attacks on the 
picture industry. The psychology 
is recognized that gives tremendous 
according to Mrs. Robbins Gilman, 
Minneapolis, national motion pic- 
ture chairman of the congress. 





Rochester Catholics 
Rochester, May 21. 

Catholic leaders here are making a 
concerted effort to substitute ‘more 
healthful recreation’ in place of films 
for their young people. 

Rev. John M. Duffy, director of 
education, says that they not only 
aim to keep children away from 
salacious and dangerous pictures, 
but to provide a constructive pro- 
gram to meet their needs. Lead- 
ers agree, he says, that both cen- 
sorship and appeals to producers 
have beeen ineffective. 





Premature Adyv., F a 
Kid Admissions Up in 
Chi, B&K Squawks 


Chicago, May 21, 

Old howl of premature advertis- 
ing on the part of the opposition 
and subsequent run houses is re- 
vived with a vengeance locally and 
two cases are already on the docket 
for the code grievance board. 

Both cases listed are complaints 
by Balaban & Katz against nabe 
opposition. First case is the com- 
plaint of the Norshore against the 
Howard, while the second com- 
plaint is that of the State against 
the Essaness West End. 

B.&K. has a: other squawk to the 
code board and that’s against the 
Lincoln-Hippodrome on charges of 
admitting children gratis. 





changes regardless of the type of This plea is on behalf of the 
story featured. Sex yarns was the B.&K. ace Belmont around the 
main squawk registered by the| Commer. B.&K. has also started a 
women. counter attack against the Lin- 
Items condemned by the group in- | C¢!"-Hipp in the matter of give- 
‘luded: Advertising and preview- aways 
ing of pictures in such a manner as nile en 
to arouse sensual curiosity; blind H&H’S 3D WESTERN 
and block booking which compels Hollvwood,. May 21. 
jmanagers to exhibit undesirable H and H Productions (Robert 
films; display of pagan excesses and | Hoyt and Fred Hirsch) start a third 
debaucheries; and to boycott vice] western next Monday (28) for state 
films right release Picture, titled 
On the temperance side, the meet- | ‘Water.’ stars Edmund Cobb, with 
ing pledges to withhold patronage | Mdna Aselin for the femme interest 
from night club and public dance Westerns are made at the High- 
is injuriou to morality But} land Springs hotel owned by 
Hollywood got the maior portion of | Hrsch, near Beaumont, Calif., and 
the slaps Right now the Embovd } plug the hostelrv 
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ARNER BROS 
SECOND BIG 
SUMMER SHOW 


CLICKS 


—says N. Y. Daily Mirror 
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Lazarus Vs. Fox-WC Case Brings Up 


That Rigat-to-Buy Point Again 


| York with the completed print Uni- 


© 

The right to buy, a phase of code- 
dom which caused more sleepless 
Washington nights than most of 
the other clauses put together, is 
seen as quietly but definitely up 
before the Code Authority this 
week. It is officially observed to 
be innocently embodied in the Fox- 
West Coast theatre case, an appeal 
of which was recorded last Friday 
but on which the Code Authority 
has: reserved decision for ostensible 
purposes of going deeper into the 
record and investigating the find- 
ings of the California grievance 
board on its own. 

So confident was the independent, 
S. Lazarus of Alhambra, Calif., that 
the C.A. would sustain the grievance 
board's conviction of Fox-WC for 
overbuyimg that he was not even 
represented before the C.A. 

But little of the half hour, which 
it took the F-WC attorney to re- 
cite his appeal and answer ques- 
tions, was over, before it became 
apparent that this was not so much 
a case of overbuying as it was one 
of the right to buy. 


Incomplete minutes from the 
Coast board and no deferse to the 
appeal technically hampered the 


Authority. But it was evident there 
was little gr no similarity between 
this and the Milwaukee case which 


was immediately sustained. 
The F-WC lawyer testified un- 
disputedly that the Lazarus thea- 


tre, the Garfield in Alhambra, Calif... 
needed 208 pictures yearly and that 
280 were available. That in this 
respect the F-WC theatres, one a 
first-run, were identical in policy, 
and that for the town’s only two 
first-runs there was more product 
than both could use with the pres- 
ent double feature policy. 

For years the same policy, with 
occasional minor changes, has ex- 
isted in Alhambra, F-WC contended. 

The F-WC theatres over all that 
time have been showing Paramount, 
Metro and Fox. Now they also have 
Warners. The independent had in- 
herited Radio product. In addition 


* to this, Lazarus has Columbia and 


Universal, and all of his other con- 
tracts are with independents. 

Therein, codists privately see, lies 
the right-to-buy situation. They 
quote Lazarus in the California 
board record to this effect: ‘I dare 
anyone to run his theatre for two 
weeks with celluloid.’ 

The F-WC lawyer evaded the 
quality issue, the keynote of Wash- 
ington days, with: ‘I don’t know of 
anyone in the U. S. who can define 
a quality film.’ 

The case on appeal at this point 
impressed official listeners with em- 
phasis that it was a matter of 
major bookings rather than inde- 
pendent majority which the Cali- 
fornia exhibitor is hoping for, and 
which he will get if the C.A. sus- 
tains the findings of the grievance 
board, since its decision orders 
F-WC to part with 20 major pic- 
tures in the independent’s favor. 

Thus, it is pointed out, the right 
to buy is bobbing up in a circuitous 
route even though Washington 
failed to incorporate it specifically 
in the film code. 
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CANINE COMEDIAN 


PETE 


THE ORIGINAL 
“OUR GANG” DOG 











“Led by his master, Harry Lucenay, 
‘Pete’ went through all kinds of stunts. 
This act is a big hit.’ 

BOSTON AMERICAN. 
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$100,000 Suit Vs. WB 


Milwaukee, May 21. 

The $100,000 suit brought against | 
Warner Bros. Pictures and WB the- 
atre companies by the Baker Build- 
ing Co. of Racine, has been taken 
under advisement by Circuit Judge 
E. B. Belden. Baker company seeks 
$40,000 back rent; $40,000 for al- 
leged reduced rental value of their 
property, and $20,000 damages for 
injury to property against the War- 
ner companies. 

Charges are that Warners rented 
the Baker building theatre and 
promised tha. at no time would it 
be dark more than four months. 
Theatre has been dark for more 
than a year and the building com- 
pany alleges breach of contract. 





1WO IMPORTANT 
CHI TESTS ON 
10%, CLAUSE 


Chicago, May 21. 

Two distribution problems of na- 
tional import will be debated before 
the code grievance board tomorrow 
(22). 3oth cases concern the mat- 
ter of elimination of pictures from 
contracts. 

Top case is that concerning the 
Morris theatre, Morris, lll., and the 
United Artists’ exchange. FF. W. 
Anderson, of the Morris, has asked 
for the 10% elimination, which is 
conceded by the Code Authority. 
U.A. exchange, however, for its side 
of the argument, claims that this 
10% elimination refers only to 
block-booked pictures, and that the 
clause cannot affect U.A. since that 
company sells all its pictures indi- 
vidually; that it would be impos- 
sible to eliminate a tenth part of 
each contrast since each contract 
contains a single flicker only. 

Other elimination case concerns 
the plea of the Montclare theatre 
versus Metro. Montclare wants the 
right to give its requests for elimi- 
nations in writing within 21 days 
after notification by the exchange, 
which is the length of time specified 
by the C.A. Metro's present con- 
tract has a 14-day period named for 
eliminatio.. notices and believes that 
since its contract was signatured 
before the code was acopted that 
the regular contract time period 
should hold force. 


MAY REALIGN FRISCO’S 
L-C SITUATION 1007, 








San Francisco, Jay 21. 

That Frisco’s entire zoning and 
clearance situation will be broken 
down and a new setup made for the 
entire town was indicated at Code 
meetings last week. 

First or the mceetrngs on this im- 
portant question is scheduled for 
May 30, a postponement of two 
weeks from the original time set. 
Fox-West Coast, with the first pe- 
tition in to effect a change in clear- 
ance, agreed to the postponement, 
and indicated that it would with- 
draw its plaint in which it asks that 
clearance for its first run Warfield 
be extended from 56 to 90 days. 

At the May 30 meeting, the 48 
houses of the Golden State, Levin 





Nasser and Naify chains, represent- 
ed by Attorneys L. S. Hamm and| 
Nat Schmulowitz, will fill a mass | 
complaint against existing condi- 
tions. It is expected that their plea 
will be for protection varying any- 
where from 14 to 30 that | 
their naborhood houses will be able | 
to get subsequent run pix at an | 
earlier date. Most of the nabes are 
dual film houses, while the Warfield 

at 65c. is the highest priced theatre | 
in the northern California 


days so 
| 





Anni in N. Y. 
Anni Bernstein, Metro’s European 
story editor, is in New York for h.o. | 
confabs. 


Bernstein 


CHI FIRE’S NEWSREEL RUSH 


Chicago fire witnessed a flare-up 


of some old-fashioned competition 
imong the newsreels. When the 
size of the story became apparent 


reels strengthened their crew repre- 
sentation. In the race back to New 


versal is credited as the winnah. 

Embassy shot its story on the 
screen but as soon as Pathe came 
through with more complete cover- 
age a substitution in the program 
was effected. 


F-WE MONOPOLY 
CHARGES NO GO 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Two complaints brought by indie 
exhibs against Fox-West Coast 
Theatres, or affiliated companies, 
were thrown out last week by the 
local grievance board, which ruled 
that neither of the plaintiffs had 
proven the allegations set forth. 

A third case heard by the board, 
that of Harry H. Popkin accusing 
three Main street subsequent-run 
houses with cutting admissions to 
5e., was referred to the Code Author- 
ity for decision. 
against F-WC charged film buy 
monopoly. 

Because of connections, two 
members of the grievance board 
have disqualified themselves from 
sitting in judgment. Ben N. Berin- 
stein, indie, will have his alternate, 
Harry H. Hicks, function, and J. J. 
Milstein, Metro exchange manager, 
has designated Carroll Peacock, 
Paramount exchange manager, as 
his alternate. 


FRISCO’S POLLYANNA 
STANCE ON CODISM 


San Francisco, May 21. 
grievance, zoning and 
meetings of the Code 
one 








Those 
clearance 
Authority have accomplished 
thing in their short span of exist- 
ence—they have magnified each 
theatre owner's problems, made the 


other fellow see and understand 
them, and have resulted in -a com- 
mon bond of unity. ‘ 

Though theatre men of this area 
may still be bitter enemies and 
competitors, light has dawned these 
past few weeks. It appears now 
that there may be a_e unified 
shoulder put to the wheel that will 
shove double biHs out of the setup. 

Already there are four houses 
that have decided to shorten their 
shows. .The big Fox, which has 
been running two first-run pix and 
vaude at 25 and 35c, has dropped 
the stage show and continuing the 
two pix at the same price, for the 
time being at least. 

Such a move on the part of the 
indie Fox has resulted in a change 
of plan at RKO's Golden Gate, 
where a fling at two pix and vaude 
was in prospect, and slated to be- 
gin next week. However, RKO has 
changed its mind and will remain 
at the present one pic-stage show 
policy. 

Fox-West Coast is doing a little 
experimenting with its first 
dual film Paramount which hasn't 
been getting any too much gravy 
the past few weeks. With the 
lengthy ‘Tarzan’ on screen, house 
is dropping one film this week and 
trying it single bill. If it is received 
favorably, there’s a possibility that 
F-WC will keep right on 
billing the house. 








run | 


Both complaints | 


| Stiefel, 





single | 


Across the bay in Oakland, Fox- | 


West Coast is due to boot vaude 


out of the Fox Orph at end of this | 


week, leaving the house straight 
pix, double bills. General feeling 
around town is that two pix and a 
stage show constitute such a long 
show that customers get too tired 
to return to a theatre in less than 
a fortnight, hence, general poor 
business. 


Waldemar Young Hegiras 


Hollywood, May 21. 


up his script of ‘Lives of a Bengal 


| Lancer’ before hopping the boat. 


Waldemar Young, Paramount con- 
tract writer, pulls out the middle of 
next month for a three-month cruise 

lto the South Seas and the Orient. 
Wiiter takes layoff as provided in| 
his contract. 

Young just finished the screen 
play of ‘R. U. R.’ and will tighten 


Complaints Filed as Chi Code 


Board Okays Present 





Cross-Picketing in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, May 21. 
War has broken out again be- 
tween the independent booth oper- 


ators union and the union affiliated 
with the A. F. L., with the result 
that most ofthe theatres in the 
city are being picketed, either by 
one union or the other. Pickets 
carrying banners accusing the the- 
itres of being unfair to the inde- 
pendent union are parading in front 
of the houses where A. F. L. opera- 
tors are employed, while the A. F, L. 
union is picketing the theatres using 
independent union men. 

A truce between the rival unions 
was effected last year when a few 
theatres were assigned to the in- 
dependent organization. It then 
was agreed that all picketing would 
cease. A. F. L. is charged with 
breaking the truce by picketing one 
of the loop theatres employing in- 
dependent operators. Independent 
union immediately retaliated by 
picketing a half dozen loop houses 
using A, F. L. men. 


PHILLY TEST ON 
ANTI-DUALS 
PROVISO 


Philadelphia, May 21. 

As outgrowth of action taken 
by two neighborhood houses, a 
group of Philadelphia independent 
exhibitors will shortly launch a 
civil suit to compel major distrib- 
uting companies to prove their right 
to insert a clause in their contracts 
forbidding double-featuring in this 
territory. Companies involved are 
Fox, United Artists, MGM, RKO, 
Warners and Paramount. 

Jay Emanuel, owner of the Grand 
and Jackson theatres, brought Aac- 
tion before the Grievance Board 
of the Code Committee against the 
Venice theatre owned by Charles 
claiming that Fox and 
United Artists permitted the Venice 
to play double features but denied 
him the .privilege. 

The Board threw out the case, 
stating it had no jurisdiction. The 
indie exhibitors, with B. M. Golder, 
former Congressman, as counsel, 
launched an attack against the 
double-feature clause in the courts. 
The Emanuel case was the first 
one heard by the Grievance Board. 





For Ol’ ‘Mississippi’ 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Paramount has assigned Evelyn 
Venable for spot opposite Lanny 
Ross in ‘Mississippi,’ filmusical fea- 
turing Ross. 
Picture is slated to follow his 
next flicker, ‘Her Master's Voice.’ 








Zoning Setup 


Chicago, May 21. 
Zoning and clearance board of the 
Code Authority met last week after 
many postponements, and voted for 
a zoning system which is identical 


with the present setup. Which 
means that the board voted fer no 
double features, no 19¢c admissions, 


and for the same protection sched- 
ule which has been in effect for the 
past three years. 

Vote on the zoning question was 
4-2 in favor of keeping the present 
setup. B.&K. submitted a zoning 
schedule which would allow 106c 
matinees and for an increase of 
protection by adding a dead week 
between the current release weeks 
This measure would have stretched 
the release schedule of each picture 
to 26 weeks. 

Film Board itself has been known 
as opposed to any increase in re- 
leasing schedule and any reduction 
in current admissions. Various 
Film Board meetings have consis- 
tently shown a heavy majority in 
favor of the present zoning sys- 
tem and for an increase rather than 
a decrease in admission prices. 

Half-Dozen Squawks 

Protests to the zoning schedules 
are now being accepted, and six 
have already been filed. Complaints 
have been registered by the Rose- 
wood theatre in the matter of dou- 
ble features. Other squawks are 
from the Shad in Indiana Harbor, 
New Granada in South Bend, the 
LeHarp and the Pirtle houses ver- 
sus Macomb, III. 

According to the code, the exhib- 
itors have 30 days in which to-file 
protests. 

Some doubt has arisen locally 
over. the interpretation of a phrase 
in the code regarding exhibs who 
have not assented to the code. 
Several industry men are of the 
opinion that assent is not necessary 
for any protest, while others be- 
lieve that the code means that as- 
sent is not necessary to enable any 
member of the industry to defend 
himself against protests or to de- 
fend others. 


WB No Day-Date in L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Overboard with product as season 
nears end, Warners has temporarily 
abandoned day and date showings 
of new releases at its Hollywood 
and Downtown houses. 

Individual picts are now being 
played in both spots. 


CARDINI 


“THE SUAVE DECEIVER” 

















20th Week CASINO DE PAREE 
Thanks to Billy Rose 


W orld-Telegram 
“Cardini the magician, whose blase 
manipulations of playing cards and 
cigarettes is as mystifying as any of 
the late Houdini’s sulkier feats.” 
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There’s no place 
like the home 
of M-G-M pictures! 4 





























M-G-M’s HAPPY FAMILY OF STARS: 





MARION DAVIES 
WALLACE BEERY 
CLARK GABLE 
NORMA SHEARER 
GRETA GARBO 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
RAMON NOVARRO 
GLORIA SWANSON 
JEANETTE MACDONALD 
MAURICE CHEVALIER 


JOAN CRAWFORD 
MARIE DRESSLER 
JEAN HARLOW 
HELEN HAYES 
JOHN BARRYMORE 
JIMMY DURANTE 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
JACKIE COOPER 
GARY COOPER 
JOHNNY WEISSMULLER 

















came into the language 


of motion pictures three 


little words, METRO- 
GOLDWYN-MAYER 































AND WHEN MR. & MRS, LEO 
TURN OUT THE LIGHTS! 


Sweet dreams, Leo! The Anniversary is 
over but the memory lingers on. Bright 
years studded with achievement! From 
“Big Parade” and “Ben Hur” you set the 
| pace for others to follow. You’ve had 
your “Trader Horns” “Broadway Melodies” “Tugboat Annies” all 
through the years . . . we could mention a hundred of them. And 
right now while the folks are cheering you and the Missus, the 
trade paper headlines are shrieking “Riptide” “Men in White” 
“Viva Villa!” “Tarzan and his Mate.” Then you top them off with 
“Sadie McKee” “The Thin Man” and a flock more! Okay,. kid, 


march on with your starry banners flowing! There’s ten thousand 
exhibitors marching with you into happy years ahead! 
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daughter, takes her young son from her. Lila Lee, Claude Gillingwater, 


Office: 

Harold Auten 1540 @’way, W. Y. C. 

End of the World (‘Fin du Monde’ (Fr). Scientific dream based on Flammarion 
novel. Dir. Abel Gance. 65 mins. Rel. April 15. 

Melo (German). Sensitive study of psychological difficulties. Elisabeth Berg- 
ner. Dir. Paul Czinner. 93 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Mirages de Paris (French). Adventures of a girl who wants to be a star in 
Paris. Jacquelin Francell, Roger Theville. Dir. Fedor Ozep. 82 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Poll de Carotte (Red Head) (French). A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Dec. 20 and May 30. 

Savage Gold. Commander Dyott’s thrilling adventures with savage hunters. 
Comm. Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins. Kev. Aug. 8. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Chesterfield New Vork. N.Y. 


City Park—3 Men and a Girl. Sally Blane, Henry B. Walthall. Dir. Richard 


Thorpe. Rel. May 1. 

in Love with Life. Lila Lee, Onslow Stevens, Dickie Moore. Dir. Frank 
Strayer. 68 mins. Rel. April 18. 

Fifteen Wives. Conway Tearle, Noel Francis, Natalie Moorhead, Raymond 
Hatton. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. May 15. 


Notorious But Nice. Marian Marsh has a hectic love adventure. Betty 
Compson, Marian Marsh. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 71 mins. Rev. March 6. 

Murder on the Campus. Mystery with a college background. Shirley Grey, 
Charles Starrett and J. Farrel McDonald. Rel. Dec. 27. Rev. March 13. 

Quitter, The. Newspaper business in a small town. Chas. Grapewin, Emma 
Dunn. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 5. Rev. March 20. 

Rainbow Over Broadway. Musical romance. Grace Hayes, Joan Marsh, Lucten 
Littiefleld. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Stolen Sweets. Dramatic romance. Sally Blane, Charles Starrett. Dir. Rich- 
ard Thorpe. 79 mins. Rel. March 15. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, 
Hollywood, Cal. 

Crime of Helen Santley, The. 
Bellamy, Shirley Gray, Gail Patrick. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
Rel. April 20. 

Fighting Code, The. Typical horse opera with mystery angle. 
Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Fighting Ranger, The. Round-up of killers by a temporary furloughed ranger 
out for vengeance for killing his brother. Buck Jones, Dorothy Revier. 
Dir. George B. Seitz. 60 mins. Rel. March 17. Rev. April 17. 


Hell Bent for Love. Young state policeman defeats his gang rival. 
Coy. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. Rel. May 19. 

it Happened One Night. Girl marries without father’s approval and on leaving 
his yacht meets boy on bus heading for home, developing comedy- 


= Offices, 729 Seventh Ave., 
Columbia New York, ‘N. Y. 


Murder mystery in a picture studio. Ralph 
58 mins. 


Buck Jones. 


Tim Mc- 


romance, Clark Gable, Claudette Colbert. Dir. Frank Capra. 105 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. Feb. 27. 
King of Wild Horses. Home life of wild horses on the range. Little ro- 


mance and less comedy. Rex, William Janney and Dorothy Appleby. 

61 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. March 27. 

Fall in Love. Musical with usual backstage romance with a different 

twist. Edmund Lowe, Ann Sothern, Miriam Jordan, Gregory Ratoff. 

Dir. David Burton. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 26. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Previous Thing in Life. Abandoned mother relives her own 

through her son. Jean Arthur, Donald Cook, Richard Cromwell. 

Lambert Hilyer. Rel. May 19. 

Ninth Guest, The. Eight people mysteriously invited to dinner after arriving 
told Death is ninth guest and all will die. Six perish. Donald Cook, 
Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Roy William Neill. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. Rev. 
March 6. 

No Greater Glory. Ferenc Molnar’s ‘Paul Street Boys’ with a mostly juvenile 
cast. Geo. Breakston, Jimmy Butler, Ralph Morgan, Lois Wilson. Dir. 
Frank Borzage. 78 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. May 8. 

One ts Gulity. Well-planned murder mystery. Ralph Beliamy, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 64 mins. Rel. March 31. 

Once to Every Woman. Heavy drama of hospital life centering around big 
operation. Ralph Bellamy and Fay Wray. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 70 
mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. March 15. 

Party’s Over, The. Bruce Blakely ends the party when he realizes his efforts 
to support his parents and brothers and sisters is robbing him of his own 
happiness. Stuart Erwin, Ann Sothern, Arline Dodge. Dir. Walter 
Lang. Rel. May 165. 

Shadows of Sing Sing. Racketeer’s sister in love with detective’s son. Both 
sides objecting to romance. Boy framed by redhots and saved by father. 
Mary Brian, Bruce Cabot. Dir. Phil Rosen. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 27. 

Sisters Under the Skin. Tired business man takes a matrimonial vacation and 
gets it out of his system. Blissa Landi, Frank Morgan, Jos. Schildkraut. 


Let’s 


romance 


Most 
Dir. 


Dir. David Burton. 70 mins. Rel. April 15. 

Social Register. A chorus girl’s adventures in high society. Colleen Moore, 
Chas. Winninger, Pauline Frederick, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Marshall 
Nielan. 74 mins. Rel. March 10, 


Western with airplanes to break monotony of sagebrush. Tim 


Speed Wings. 
61 mins. Rel. Feb. 5. Rev. 


McCoy, Evalyn Knapp. Dir, Otto Brower. 
April 3. 
Straightaway. 
Tim McCoy. 


Tim McCoy discards the chaps and sombrero for the speedway. 
Dir. Otto Brower. 68 mins. Rel, Dec, 22, Rev. Jan. 23. 


Twentieth Century. From the stage hit. Temperamental theatrical manager 
and temperamental star on same train. John Barrymore, Carole Lom- 
bard. Dir. Howard Hawks. 91 mins. Rel. May 11. Rev. May 8. 

Voice in the Night. Complications in the telephone business. Tim McCoy. 
Dir. Chas. C. Coleman. 59 mins. Rel. April 6. 


Whirlpool. A self-sacrificing husband meets death to shield his wife. Jack 
ry eee Arthur. Dir. W. Neill. 74 mins. Rel. April 10. Rey. 
ay 8. 


Office: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


John Preston, Mary Stuart. 70 


DuWorld 


Beast of Borneo. Melodrama and animals. 
mins, Rel. April 15. 

Dawn to Dawn. Artistic rurai story. Julie Hayden. 
son. 35 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Fantomas (Fr) (dubbed English). Murder mystery. Dir. Paul Fejos. 

Rel. March 1. Rev. March 20. 
Girl in the Case. Comedy in the Continental manner. Jimmy Savo, Eddie 
Lambert, Dorothy Darling. Dir. Eugene Frenke. 60 mins. Rel, May 16. 
Hollywood, City of Dreams (Sp). Jose Bohr. Spaniard’s impression of 
cinematown. 68 mins. Rel. March 30. 
Romance ph matepent (Hung). Franciska Gaal. 


Dir. Cameron McPher- 


Musical. 70 mins. Rel. 


Apri 
Tod Uber Shanghai (Ger). Mystery of Americans in Japan. Dir. Rolff Ran- 
dolf. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


° a ffi : R.K.O. Bidg., 
First Division °"°** ie vere'N. v. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 
Beggars on Beene: Lionel Atwill, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen. 
Rel. ay 
Broken Dreams. 
Martha Sleeper, Beryl Mercer, Buster Phelps. 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
City Limits. A millionaire, 


70 mins. 


A father’s devotion to his young son. Randolph Scott, 
Dir. Robert Vignola. 68 


ailing and tiring of wealth, falls in with two 

hoboes and enjoys life for a time. Frank Craven, Sally Blane, Ray 
Walker. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 70 mins. Rel. May 1. 

City Park. Three men voluntarily become the guardians of a destitute young 
girl. Sally Blane, Henry B. Walthall, Matty Kemp, Johnny Herron. Dir. 
tichard Thorpe. Rel. May 15 

Cross Streets. Young doctor, jilted by the woman he loves, ruins his career, 
until daughter of same woman fal!s in love with him, years later. 
Jan, 22. Dir. Frank Strayer. 

Eat ‘Em Alive. Jungle super thriller. 66 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 

Forgotten Men. Collection of uncensored war film, taken from government 
archives of 14 warring nations. Rel. April 1 


He. french production of a de Maupassant story. Dubbed in English. A 
yulege paragon who lost his virtue. 55 mins. Rel. Dec. 26. Rev. 
Jan. 9. 


He Couldn't Take It. 
his summonses and gets his man. 
E. Stone. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 64 mins. Rel. Jan. 1 

House of Mystery. An archeologist returns to America from the Far East, 
with a curse on his head for his stolen wealth. 
Dir. Wm. Nigh. 61 mins. Rel. May 390. 

In Love with Life. 


60 mins. | 





Rel. 


Inside story of a process server who makes good with | 
Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George | 


Verna Hille, Ed Lowry. |‘ : 
| Rogers unit for two veara, replaced 


A hard-hearted millionaire, refusing ald to his starving | William C 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
*oom showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual! release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Free Shows 


(Continued from page 1) 


limit the camp entertainment to 
legit shows. Vaudeville bills and 
possibly units may also be included 
as a change of fare, so that the un- 
employed in all branches of show 
business would have the opportu- 
nity of emergency occupation. 
Endorsed by Mrs. Roosevelt 

From well authenticated sources 
it is learned that Mrs. F.D.R. 
has personally endorsed the CWA- 
CCC project. Equity has been 
working on the plan for some 
time, primarily to aid its members 
who were unable to secure berths 
in the dozen CWA dramas which 
have been presented in New York 
school auditoriums since winter. 
Two of its representatives, Paul N. 
Turner and Mrs. Emily Holt, were 
in Washington last week when the 
test show (‘The Patsy’) was played 
before CCC administrators. Equity 
people then conferred with the camp 
heads. 

There are squawks expected to 
result from the nation-wide drama 
movement, but no complaints are 
expected from showmen, because the 
men in the camps are not theatre 
patrons, Salaries of $25 to $30 for 
the players is a point in criticism 
but, even though the players receive 
less for the camp apearances, those 
interested in the project say it 
would solve the problem of sub- 
sistence over the summer. 

Estimates of a possible $1,500,000 
for the proposed national dramea 
came as something of a surprise. 
In the New York area the original 
outlay was $28,500, but with the 
continuation of the free shows the 
government has expended about 
$100,000 to date. 

Building of portable stages for 
use in New York parks during the 
summer when schools are closed is 
progressing also. 


Contracts 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Paramount has given a five-year 
pact to Ralph Murphy for exclusive 
services. 

J. B. Huntley, termer at Univer- 
sal. 

Warners has given new covenant 
to Fain and Kahal. 

RKO has optioned Jeanie Roberts 
for five shorts. 

Carol Tevis spotted for six more 
Grady Sutton pix at RKO. 

Par lifted option on Bayard 
Veiller for another year. 

Warners again tethered Gordon 
Westcott. 

U exercised option on Rian James’ 
associate producer pact. 

Warners has exercised option on 
Ethelreda Leopold for six months. 











MURPHY VICE MENZIES 

Hollywood, May 21. 
Direction of ‘Notorious Sophie 
Lang’ was taken over by Ralph 
Murphy last week at Paramount 
after the picture had been in pro- 

duction 10 days. 

Murphy, who just signed an ex- 
clusive contract to direct for Par- 
mount, after being with the Charles 


Menzies on the picture. 


Dickie Moore. Dir. Frank Strayer. 68 mins. Rel. May 


In the Money. A goofy family, suddenly broke, pin their hopes on a Shake- 
spearean-minded prize fighting champ. Skeets Gallagher, Lols Wlison, 
Warren Hymer, Sally Starr. Dir. Frank Strayer. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 16, 

Lawless Valley. Western horse opera. Lane Chandler. Rel. May 1. 

Loud Speaker. Comedy-drama of a radio star. Ray Walker, Jacqueline Wells. 


Dir. Joseph Santley. Rel. May 21. 

Manhattan Love Song. Two orphaned Park Avenue society deb sisters, forced 
to go to work, change places with their servants who go ‘society.’ 
Dixie Lee, Robert Armstrong. Dir. Leonard Fields. Rel. May 30. 

Money Means Nothing. Efforts of a poor clerk to make a go of marriage with 
an heiress wife. Wallace Ford, Gloria Shea, Dir. Christy Cabanne. ReL 


May 31. 

Murder on the Campus. Mystery with \ 
Charles Starrett, J. Farrel McDonald. Rel. Feb. 6. 
ard Thorpe. 3 . : 

Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Allwyn, Dir. Wm, Nigh. Rel. Dec. 19. 

Quitter, The. A father with the wanderlust returns home long enough to 
straighten out the affairs of his now grown-up sons. Barbara Weeks, 
Billy Bakewell, Charles Grapewin,. Emma Dunn, Glen Boles. Dir. Rich- 
ard Thorpe. Rel, March 12. 

Rainbow Over Broadway. Musical romance of an ex-musical comedy star of 
twenty years before who makes a sensational, overnight comeback In 
a Broadway night club. Joan Marsh, Grace Hayes, Frank Albertson, 
Lucien Littlefield. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Road to Ruin. Innocent girl finds shame through ignorance and neglect of 
modern parents. Film on modern youth. Helen Foster, Paul Page, Nell 
O'Day, Glen Boles. Dir. Mrs. Wallace Reld and Melville Shyer. 68 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17.> Rev. Feb. 20. 

Stolen Sweets. High pressure insurance salesman falls for heiress and wins 
her via determined, rapid line of chatter route. Charles Starrett, Sally 
Blane, Johnny Harron, Jameson Thomas. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 73 mins, 
Rel. May 1. 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. 


famous campus fraternity song. 
Starr, Florence Lake, Ted Fio Rito and band. Dir. Edwin L. Marin, 


Shirley Grey, 
Dir. Rich- 


college background. 


69 mins. 


Coliege musical comedy romance. Based on the 
Buster Crabbe, Mary Carlisle, mn 4 


mins. Rel. Dec, 15. 

Texas Tornado. (Kent.) Texas Ranger cieans up the rustlers. Lane Chand- 
ler. Dir. Oliver Drake. Rev. March 6. 

Throne of the Gods. Travel in the Himalayas. 65 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Twin Husbands. Crook comedy drama. John Miljan, Shirley Grey, Monroe 
Owsley. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mirs. Rel. May 15, 

Woman's Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Marguerite de la 
Motte, Wallace Ford. Dir. Edward Luddy. 68 mins. 

Young Eagles. Boy Scout adventures in wilds of Central America. Twelve 


episode serial. Dir. Harry Hoyt. Rel. May 15. 
° ° 321 W. 44th 6t 
Call. First Nationa New York, N. 


Comedy-drama of a women's doctor. Warren William, Jean Muir, 
Dir. Robert Florey. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev .Mar. 18. 


Dramatic expose of the cut-rate drug racket, Bette 
John Francis Dillon. © 


Studios: Burbank, l Offices: 
Bedside. 
Allen Jenkins. 

Big Shakedown, The. 
Davis, Charles Farrell, Ricardo Cortez. Dir. 
mins. Rel. Jan. 6 Rev. Feb. 3. 

Circus Clown, The. Roaring comedy under the big tent with a winsome ro- 
mance wound into hilarious situations. Joe E. Brown, Patricia Ellia, 
Gordon Westcott, Tom Dugan. Dir. Ray Enright. Rel. June 30. 

Convention City. The hilarious lowdown on big business conventions. Adolphe 

enjou, ck Powell, Mary Astor, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Archie Mayo. 69 
mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Dark Hazard. Edward G. Robinson as a whippet racer. Genevieve Tobin, 
Glenda Farrell. Dir. Al Green. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 3, Rev. Feb. 27. 

Fashions of 1934. Story of a style stealer set against a lavish background. 
Wm. Pcwell, Bette Davis, Verree Teasdale. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 80 mina. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Fog Over Frisco. Mystery melodrama set in San Francisco. Donald Woods 
yey pare Lyle Talbot, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. William Dieterle. Rel 

une 2. 

Journal of a Crime. Drama by the French playwright Jacques Deval, and de- 
picts the effect of a murder on a woman of fine instincts and delicate 
sensibilities who kills an unscrupulous rival. Ruth Chatterton, Adolphe 
Menjou, Claire Dodd. Dir. Willtam Keighley. 65 mins. Rel. March 10 
Rev. May 1. 

Mandalay. Adventure in the Indies. Kay Francis, Lyle Talbot, Riccarde 
Cortez. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 20. 
Massacre. Drama of the modern Indian and his conflicts with the white men. 
Richard Barthelmess, Ann Dvorak. Dir. Allen Crosland. 70 mins. Rel, 

Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Merry Frinks, The. Comedy-drama of the typical family stepping all over Ma 
until she turns and leaves them on their own. Aline MacMahon, Guy 
Kibbee, Allen Jenkins, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Al Green. Rel. May 26. 

Registered Nurse. Drama of the romantic side of a nurse's life in a metro~ 
politan hospital. Bebe Daniels, Lyle Talbot, John Halliday. Dir, Rob- 
ert Florey. 73 mins. Rel. April 7. 

Return of the Terror, The. Mystery drama with plenty of heart interest. 
Mary Astor, Lyle Talbot, John Halliday, Frank McHugh. Dir. Howard 
Bretherton. Rel. July 7. 

Side Streets. Love drama based on an original story by Ann Garrick and 
Ethel Hill. Aline MacMahon, Paul Kelly, Ann Dvorak, Patricia Ellis, 
Dir. Aifred E. Green. Rel. June 30. 

Son of a Sailor. Comedy of a sailor who gets into a funny situation because 
of his habit of telling romantic stories about himself. Joe Brown, 








Jean Muir, Frank McHugh, Johnny Mack Brown and Thelma Todd. 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 5 

Twenty Million Sweethearts. Musical romance taking place behind scenes of 
a broadcasting studio. Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien, Cinger Rogers, Alien 
Jenkins, the Four Mills Brothers, Ted Fiorito and Band. Dir. Ray En- 
right. ‘90 mins. Rel. May 26. Rey. May 1 

Very Honorable Guy, A. Comedy from the story by Damon Runyon about a 
guy who always kept his promises. Joe E. Brown, Alice White, Robert 
Barrat, Alan Dinehart, Irene Franklin. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 62 mins. 
Rel. May 26. 

Wonder Bar. Dramatic musical spectacle laid amid the gay revelries of a 
fashionable Parisian night club. Kay Francis, Dick Powell, Dolores Del 
Rio, Al Jolaon, Ricardo Cortez, Hal LeRoy, Guy Kibbee, Hugh Herbert, 
Ruth Donnelly, Fifi D’Orsay. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 84 mins. Rev. March 6. 


World Changes, The. An epic drama of a family through four generations. 


Paul Muni, Aline MacMahon, Mary Astor, Donald Cook, Margaret Lind- 
say, Jean Muir, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 95 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 25. Rev. Oct. 31. 
Studio: Fox Hillis, Fo Offices: 444 West 56th St. 
Hollywood, Cal. x New York, N Y, 
All Men Are Enemies. Hugh Williams, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Geo. Fits 
maurice. 79 mins. Rel. April 20. 


‘When Ladies Meet’ with the sexes reversed. Warner Bax- 


As Husbands Go. 
65 mins. 


ter, Helen Vinson, Warner Oland. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 
Rel. Dec. 29. Rev. Jin. 30. 


Baby Take a Bow. The Fox child star comes through again. Shirley Temple, 


Claire Trevor, James Dunn. Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. June 22. 
Bottoms Up. Breaking into Hollywood with a fictitious pedigree. Spencer 
Tracy, (Miss) Pat Paterson, John Boles. Dir. David Butler. 85 mins. 
Rel. March 30. Rev. March 27. 
Call it Luck. Pat Paterson, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Jas. Tinlin. Rel. June L 
Carolina. From Paul Green's stage play of last season. Janet Gaynor, Lionel 
Barrymore, Robt. Young. Henrietta Crosman. Dir. Henry King. 82 
mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. Feb. 20. 


Change of Heart. From the story, Manhattan Love Song. Janet Gaynor, 


na hualadeaaal James Dunn, Ginger Rogers. Dir. John G. Blystone. Rel, 

ay 18. 

Charlie Chan’s Courage. Another episode in the life of the Chinese sleuth 
Warner Oland, Drue Leyton. Dir. Geo. Hadden. Rel. July 29. 

Coming Out Party. Original done by the Lasky unit. Frances Dee, Gene 
Raymond, Alison Skij»worth. Dir. John Blystone. Rel. March 9. Rev. 


March 20. 


Constant Nymph (British Gaumont. British-made 
love. 3ritish cast. 85 mins. Rel. March 23 


David Harum. The old York State Hoss’ trader. 


version of a frustrated 
Rey. April 19. 
Will Rogers, Louise Dresser, 


Evelyn Venable. Dir. Jas. Cruze. tel. March 2. Rev. March 6. 
Devil Tiger. Wild animal yarn made in Asia. Marion Burns, Kane Rich- 
mond, Harry Woods and natives. Dir. Clyde E. Elliott. 60 mins. Ret 
Feb. 16. Rev. Feb. i3. 
Ever Since Eve. Country boy licks New York. George O’Brien. Dir. Gew 
Marshall. 75 mirs. Rel. Feb. 9 Rey. April 2 
(Continued on page 27) 
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B&K Starts Retaliatory Giveaways 


Chicago, May 21. 

Threat of the circuits to go into 
the premium thing on a large scale 
if the indie exhibs don’t lay off is 
being made good this week in the 
north side territory where Balaban 
& Katz is sending the ace nabe Bel- 
mont into a giveaway campaign. 

This broadside is aimed at the 
Lincoln-Hippodrome, around the 
corner, which has been giving 
premium for some time, and which 
has been doing the business of the 
neighborhood. Admitted all around 
that the Lincoln-Hipp’s giveaway 
policy has eaten sharply into the 
grosses of the huge Belmont. 

B.&K. has set no limit on the 
premiums, and has made up its 
minds to top any giveaway pre- 
sented by the rival houses. will 
even revive the automobile give- 
away if necessary. 

This is the opening gun of a long 
series of circuit campaigns against 
rival premium houses. While it’s 
up to the code in the final instance 
to decide whether or not premiums 
are fair competition the circuits are 
not waiting for any decision in the 
matter, feeling that it’s a problem 
that needs immediate action. 
Likely, however, that the question 
will be brought before the code 
board shortly for a final answer on 
the entire question, which has be- 
come serious throughout the mid- 
west. 





PROCESSERS’ PROGRESS 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Sid Sanders, inventor of a screen 
for process background shots, has 
left for the Orient and tour of the 
world. 

Following vacation trip through 
the Far East Sanders is slated to 
spend several months in France 
and England constructing process 
screens for producers in the latter 
two countries, 

Sanders is on leave of absence 
from RKO studios, where he has 
been in the scenic department for 
the past nine years. 





Minn. F-L Party Doesn't 
Want to Run Theatres 


St. Paul, May 21. 

Farmer-Labor party, in power in 
Minnesota, denies that if reelected 
it will take over operation of thea- 
tres in its program of state owner- 
ship. Inference was made in a 
Variery story last month. 

Farmer-Laborites are interested 
chiefly in public ownership of elec- 
tric power, gas, telephone and rail- 
roads, and claim ‘a good deal of 
the apprehension has been fomented 
by the opposition.’ 


MAIL FILM SHIPMENTS, 
OFFSET TRUCK STRIKE 


Minneapolis, May 21. 

Striking truck drivers, attempting 
to tie up all transportation here, 
prevented loeal film exchanges from 
making deliveries of films and 
threatened to cut off the film sup- 
ply of local theatres and force clos- 
ings for one day. Exchanges made 
arrangements to ship film by parcel 
post and present indications are that 
there will be no hindrance to the- 
atre operations. 

No deliveries of any kind can be 
made and the public’s supply of food 
may be cut off. 














FALKENSTEIN JOINS U 


Hollywood, May 21. 

Fritz Falkenstein joins the Uni- 
versal writing staff to collaborate on 
preparations of ‘My Mother’ with 
Julius Klein. Writer arrived from 
Europe a few days ago. He was for 
some time with UFA. 

He made one brief trip to Holly- 
wood a year ago to work for Fox 
on Lilian Harvey yarns, but re- 
turned home after a short stay. 








Wotta Break 





San Francisco, May 21 

A smoldering cigaret last 
Wednesday (16) started a fire 
that burned down the Fox, San 
Mateo, and broke the heart of 
district F-WC execs who had 
just gotten the house in the 
black after three months of 
terrific work. 

Theatre had had three 
months of red ink and had just 
touched black for the first time 
when a customer left a cigaret 
between loge seats, starting a 
blaze that completely gutted 
the theatre, costing the circuit 
some $55,000. 











FILM BOARDS T0 
BE PRESERVED 


As result of the first of a series 
of major meetings the Film Boards 
of Trade, in one form or another, 
are assured of financial support. A 
new budget has been approved. 

Whether they will retain their 
present name will be threshed out 
at other meetings to be held this 
week. 

The boards as a factor in fighting 
adverse legislation, as well as serv- 
ing as an inside communications 
system for the major industry, is 
understood to have forced their life 
extension after even representative 
major spokesmen, shortly after 
grievance and zoning boards of the 
NRA were functioning, had pro- 
nounced them outlived in useful- 
ness. 

Just what they are going to do 
for secretaries also remains up in 
the air. Fully 70% of these are now 
working for the NRA and are for- 
bidden to double. - 

There is talk about that possibly 
such secretaries may be asked to 
resign their NRA posts and return 
to the Film Boards. Again, there is 
a belief in other quarters that 
within another six months the NRA 
work will be sufficiently light so 
that both jobs may be held on a 





Ushers N. Y. Walkout on Loews, 


— 
oo 


RKO 


300-400 Ushers, Doormen, Janitors, et al., 
Called Out—Circuits’ Attitude 





B’klyn Strand Abandons 
Duals; Too Many Squawks 


Experiment of Warner Bros. in 
double featuring first run pictures 
at the Brooklyn Strand will last 
only one week as result of committ- 
ments to subsequent runs in the 
Brooklyn area who didn’t like the 
idea, it is reported. House will be 
back to single features Thursday 
(24). ‘He Was Her Man’ is in line 
as singleton for Tinursday (24). 

Loew's and others in Brooklyn 
take the Warner product following 
the Strand but, from account, none 
of the subsequents” relish the 
thought of following the Strand if 
it’s double-featuring its pictures. 

When the Strand went to duals 
last Thursday (17), it went back to 
its old price, 55c, from its cut 40c 
top. . Subsequents _lso complained 
about the 40c price. Currently the 
twin bill is ‘A Very Honorable Guy,’ 
first running in the metropolitan 
area, and ‘Journa! of a Crime.’ 


‘DuBarry” Title Stays 


Warners will not change the title 
of ‘Madame DuBarry’, as planned, 
though it has been used before, both 
on stage and screen. 

Dolores Del Rio does DuBarry. 


GILL TAKES ON SORIERO’S DIV. 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Tom Soriero, resigned divisional 
manager of Fox-West Coast (Ari- 
zona) goes to Honolulu for another 
connection. Homer Gill, California- 
San Diego Division, replaces. 














part-time basis. In the meantime 
it is indicated that regular mem- 
bers of the boards, including all of 
the major companies, will serve 
gratis in secretarial capacities 
where clerical aid is needed. 








—_ _ 

Following refusal of the major 
circuits, notably Loew's and RKO, 
to accede to an increase for ushers, 
doormen, janitors, etc., in Greater 
New York houses, the Theatre 


Amusement Employes’ Union, Local] 
118, called a strike against more 
than a dozen houses. Union wanted 
an increase over present wages of 
6-7%, that if 


they had to pay more than service 
employes are now getting, in most 
cases over the code, they would be 
in financia! trouble. 

Between 300 and 400 men have 
been pulled out of a number of 
houses already, headed by a total 
of 35 between Radio City Music 
Halil and RKO Center, mostly 
cleaners. Men walked from other 
theatres at the same time, including 
Albee, Orpheum, Melba, Metropoli- 
tan, Pitkin, Premier, Kings and 
Greenpoint, all in Brooklyn; the 
58th Street, Jefferson and Franklin, 
all in New York. 

These theatres are being picketed 
and, according to 118, it is the plan 
to meet every night after shows are 


circuits answering 


out to decide whether additional 
houses will be added and which 
ones, 

Union is reported to figure ag 


favoring the centering of its came. 
paign against the RKO and Loew 
chains because of their important 
representation in the metropolitan 
area, 

Several weeks ago it was agreed 
that lists of the membership of 118 
would be submitted to the chaing 
for checking with list of service eme 
ployes in the RKO and Loew thea- 
tres. This was done, and during 
the past week several conferences 
were held, but the chains refused te 
accede to demands. 

Loew's State on Broadway has 
posted a board outside stating in 
large letters that none of its eme 
plo;>2s is on strike. 


—== 
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degree.” 





cornucopia ef photographic thrills.” 









“A rousing climax....you’re 
on your seat’s edge.” 
— The Columbus Citizen 


“Sheerly exciting.” 
—N. Y. Times 





Released by SHOWMENS PICTUR 


A SHOWMEN’S PICTURE FOR A SHOWMAN’S PROFIT 











“Three Stars for ‘Be- 
yond Bengal.’ Proves 
thrilling and interest- 
Ing. You’ll find all 
you’re looking for 
and then some, at the 

Gaiety this week.” 
—N.Y. Daily News 


“Brings a new note to the wild ani- 
mal film. ... Gripping to the highest 
—The Columbus Dispatch 


It is nothing short of amazing what an alert gentleman with a camera 
can find in the Maylayan jungles. After seeing what Harry Schenck 
found and fashioned into a motion picture calied ‘Beyond Bengal,’ we 
are tempted to believe nothing impossible in Malaya. it is a veritable 








—The Cincinnati Post 





“| have seen every ani- 
mal picture that has 
been released in the 
United States, but 
never have I seen one 
that is as fascinating 
and thrilling as “‘BE- 
YOND BENGAL’’... 
should be shown every- 
where.” —Harrison’s Reports 











“The most actionful 


and thrilling of its kind, 
depicting a big game 









wilds. It is sufficiently 
different to be in a 
‘class by itself. it has 
extensive exploitation 
possibilities.” —Fitm Daily 



























“‘Beyond Bengal’ 










hunt in the Malayan 
















“The picture has plenty 
of excitement, and if 
it’s excitement you want, 
don’t miss it...plenty to 
thrill in‘Beyond Bengal.’ 
=-WN. Y. Morning Telegraph 






















“Two capacity audiences 
were held in rapt atten- 
tion by the daring 
Schenck and his native 
hunters and by the sus- 
penseful action and unu- 
sual, intimate shots from 
fearless cameramen.” 

— The Ohio State Journal 









“Amazing jungle film. Breath- 
taking thrills. Death-defying 
sequences. Will astound any 
audience. Tops them all. Should 
pack ’em in anywhere.” 


“Harry Schenck has succeeded in 
crowding a remarkable number of 
thrills into a jungle picture made in 
the Maylay Peninsula. ... It’s loaded 
with exploitable angles throughout.” 











—Film Curb 












—M. P. Daily 











“{t is a film of definite interest, 
of wide appeal, and certainly 
may be sold. Woven into this 
record Is a romance between 
Mr. Schenck’s young native 
servant and the unusually 
attractive native girl who acted 
as maid for Miss Baldwin, a 
British scientist whe accom- 
panied Mr. Schenck — named 
Ali and Bee. Both are appeal- 
ing characters.”"—M. P. Herald 












































“Loaded with hair-raising 
and breath-taking action. 
Builds swiftly to terrific- 
ally climatic sequences. 
The film ranks with the 
best of its genre.” 


"—New York American 








“Thrills destined ‘‘Thrilling ase <a 
n eee 

= _— —— events genu- grand 0 ae 

2 quences...‘Beyon 
spinal column.” inely exciting.” Bengal’ is one of the 
_N. Y. Mirror N. Y. Herald best of its kind.” 
aes Tribune | | —New York Sun 
, inc. 


e¢ D. J. MOUNTAN, President * 723 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 25) 





Frontier Marshal, The. Familiar theme of the unknown cleaner-up. Geo. 
O’Brien. Dir. Lew Seiler. 66 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Grane, Gatery. Warner Baxter, Madge Evans. Dix. Irving Cummings. Rel. 

uly 13. 

Mandy one. Will Rogers, Peggy Wood. Dir. David Butler. 81 mins. Rel. 
uly 27. 

Heart Song. British made with Lillian Harvey and Mady Christians in the 
et Erich Pommer production. Dir. Frederich Hollaender. Rel. April 
‘. 

Hold That Girl!. Original story. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Hamilton 
MacFadden. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 27. 

1 Am Suzanne. Novelty story with puppet sequences. Lilian Harvey, Gene 
Raymond, Piccoli Marionettes, Yale Puppeteers. Dir. R. V. Lee. 9 
mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 23. 

I Believed in You. Original story. Rosemary Ames, Victor Jory, John Boles. 

’ Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. April 11. 

i Was a Spy. ‘British) Based on the story by Marthe MacKenna. Herbert 
Marshall, Madaleine Carroll, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Victor Saville. 83 mins 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Jimmy and Sally. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. Nov. 24 
Rev. Dec. 19 

Mr. Skitch. From the story ‘Green Dice.’ Will Rogers, Zasu Pitts, Rochelle 
Hudson, Harry Green. Eugene Pallette. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Rel. Dec. 29 
Rev. Dec. 27 

Murder in Trinidad. Mystery story from Vandercook’s novel. Niegel Bruce. 
Heather Angel. Dir. Sol Wurtzel. 74 mins. Rel. April 6. 

Now I'll Tell. Mrs. Arnold Rothstein's story based on her husband's life. 
spenner Tracy, Helen Twlevetrees. Dir. Edwin Burke. 87 mins: Rel. 

ay 11. ° 

Orient Express. Mystery on a railroad train. Heather Angel, Norman Foster. 
Dir Paul Martin. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. March 6 

Scandals. Staged by George White on the lines of his revue. Rudy Vallee, 
Alice Fay, Jimmy Durante. Dir. Geo. White, Harry Lachman. 80 mins, 
Rel. March 22. Rev. March. 20. 

She Learned About Sailors. Alice Faye, Lew Ayres, Mitchell and Durant. Dir. 
Geo. Marshall, . Rel. July 6 ; 

She Was a Lady. Helen Twelvetrees, Robert Young. Dir. John Blystone. 
Rel. July 20. 

Sleepers East. From the novel by Fredk. Nebel. Wynne Gibson, Preston 
Foster.’ Dir. Kenneth MacKenna. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Smoky. From the novel by Will James. Victor Jory. Lrene Bentiey, Hrancts 
Ford. Dir Eugene Forde, 66 mins. Rel. Dec. 8 Rev. Jan. 9. 

Springtime for Henry. From Benn Levy's stage play. Otto Kruger, Nancy 
Carroll, Nigel Bruce, Heather Angel. Dir. Frank Tuttle. (Lasky pro- 
duced) Rel. May 25. 

Stand Up and Cheer. Musical. Warner Baxter, Madge Evans, Sylvia Froos 
Dir. Hamilton MacFadden, Rel. May 4. Rev. April 24. 

Such Women Are Dangerous. From the story, ‘Odd Thursday.’ Warner Bax- 
Set Rosemary Ames, Rochelle Hudson. Dir. Jas. Flood. 79 mins. Rel. 

ay 4. . 

Three on a Honeymoon. Love affairs on an ocean liner. Sally Eilers, John 
Mack Brown. Dir. Jas. Tinling. 70 mins. Rel. March 23. Rev. May 8. 

Wild ous. John Boles, Claire Trevor, Harry Green. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 
tel. May 11. 


° Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates “New Vork. N.Y. 


Kiss of Araby. Original. Saraha story of British army and Riff, with love 
interest. Maria Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen 
Rel. April 21 

Love Past Thirty. A woman's Struggie against the jure of youth for the man 
she loved! Aileen Pringle, Theodor von Eitz, Gertrude Messinger, Phyl- 
lis Barry. Dir. Vin Moore. 73 mins. ° Rel. Jan. 27. 

War ot the Range. Tom Tyler western. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 60 mins. Rel 
Sept. 22. Rev. Dec. 12. 

When a Man Rides Alone... (Monarch.) Tom Tyler does a modern Robin Hood 
with a gold mine. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 55 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. , 


Sane Office: 226 West 42nq S&t., 
Gaumont-British °"* ae Fe 


Channel Crossing. Drama. Matheson Lang, Constance Cummings. Dir. Mil- 
ton Rossmer. 68 emins. Rev. Oct. 31. 

Falling for You. Comedy drama. Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtneidge. Dir 
Sack Hulbert. 71 mins. Rev. Aug. 4. 

Ghoul, The. Thriller. Boris Karloff. Dir. T. H. Hunter. 73 mins. Rel 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 30. 

Leave it to Smith. Mystery comedy by Lonsdale. Tom Walls, star and di- 
rector. 70 mins. Rel. April 13. Rev. April 24. 

Orders Is Orders. Comedy of American making film in British army. James 
Gleason, Charlotte Greenwood. Dir. Walter Forde. 70 mins. Rel. May 1. 
Rev. May 8. 

Prince of Wales. Newsreel compilation of British heir’s life. 60 mins. Rel. 
April 15. Rev. April 24. 


: *- Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic Now Vork City 
Charming Deceiver, The. (British made.) Romantic drama of Cinderella type. 

Constance Cummings and Frank Lawton. Dir. Monty Banks. Rel 

Dec. 8. 

Morning After, The. A merry mix-up of international spy systems. Ben 
Lyon and Sally Eilers. Dir. Allan Dwan. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Sin of Nora Moran, The. Woman its framed to shield the higher-ups. Zite 
Johann Alan Dinehart Paul Cavanagh, John Miljan. Dir. Phil Gold- 
stone. Rei. Dec. 12. Rev. Dec. 19. 

Unknown Blonde. From the novei “Collusion.” The divorce racket. Edward 
Arnold, Helen Jerome Eddy Dir. Hobart Henley. 61 mins. Rel. March. 


Rev. May 15. 
Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
Calit. Metro New York. N. ¥ 


Cat ang the Fiddle, The. From the successful musical piay by Jerorae Kern 
and Otto Harbach. Ramon Novarro, Jeanette MacDonald, Frank Mor- 
gan, Charles Butterworth, Jean Hersholt. Vivienne Segal. Dir. Wil- 
liam K. Howard. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. Feb. 20. 

Eskimo, Love and hate in the icelands. Native cast. Dir. W. 8S. Van Dyke 
Roadshow length, 120 mins. Rel. Jan, 13. Rev. Nov. 21. 

Fugitive Lovers. Robert Montgomery and Madge Evans as the lovers tn a 
story most of whose action takes place on a transcontinental bus. Nat 
Pendleton. C. Henry Gordon, Ruth Selwyn. Dir. H. Boleslavsky. 84 
mins. Kel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 16 

Going Hollywood. Marion Davies chases a radio crooner to the studio. 
Marion Davies, Bing Crosby. Dir. Raoul Walsh. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. 
Rev. Dec. 26. 

Hollywood Party. Ail star musicai film. Rel. April 13. 

Laughing Boy. Ramon Novarro in the title role. Based on the Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel by Oliver La Farge. Lupe Velez. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 
75 mins. Rel. May 20. Rev. May 15. 

Lazy River. Story of the shrimp fisheries among the Cajuns in the Louisiana 
bayou country. Jean Parker, Robert Young, C. Henry Gordon. Dir. 
George Seitz. 77 mins. Rel. March 16. Rev. April 10. 

Manhattan Melodrama. Story of old and new New York. Clark Gable, Wm. 
ee Myrna Loy. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 93 mins.“ Rel. May 4. Rev. 

ay 8 

Men in White. Picturization of the successful Broadway stage piay of hos- 
pital life. Clark Gable. Myrna Loy, Jean Hersholt. Dir. R. Boleslavsky 
72 mins. Rel. April 6. Rev. May 1 

Mystery of Mr. X. Based on the Crime Club novel by Philip MacDonald. 
Robert Montgomery, Elzabeth Allan, Lewis Stone. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. 
Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. Feb. 27. 

Old Hannibal. May Robson as a Wall Street manipulator. Lewis Stone, Jean 
Parker. Dir. C. Riesner. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Operator 13. Based on the last novel of the late Robert W. Chambers. 
Marion Davies, Gary Cooper. Dir. Richard Boleslavsky. No release set. 

Queen Christina. Greta Garbo as the seventeenth century queen who was 
brought up as a boy. Lewis Stone, Ian Keith, Elizabeth Young. Dir. 
Rouben Mamouiian. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 9. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Rip Tide (Opposing Forces Within Woman). An American girl marries into 
English nobility and suffers disappointment and disillusionment. Norma 
Shearer, Robert Montgomery, Herbert Marshall, Mrs. Pat Campbell. 
Dir. Edmund Goulding. Rel. March 23. Rev. April 3. 

Sadie McKee. Based on the nove! by Vina Delmar. Joan Crawford, Franchot 
Tone. Dir. Clarence Brown No release set. 

Should Ladies Behave. From the stage play, ‘The Vinegar Tree.’ Lionel 
eer ymore Alice Grady. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 89 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

ev. Dec. 19. 


Showoff, The. Old stage play of a conceited man who makes good. Spencer 
Tracy, Madge Evans. Dir. Chas. Riesner. 78 mins. Kel. March 
Rev. March 20. 
Sons of the Desert (Hal Roach). Laurel and Hardy attend a fraternal con- 
vention. Dir. Wm. A. Seiter. 65 mins. Rel. Dec. 29. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Tarzan and His Mate. Further adventures of the characters created by Ed- 
gar Rice Burroughs. Johnnie Weissmuller, Maureen O'Sullivan, Neil 
Hamilton. Dir. Cedric Gibbons. Rel. March 30. Rev. April 24 

This Side of Heaven. Domestic drama from a novel. Lionel Barrymore, Fay 
Bainter, Mae Clark, Una Merkel, Tom Brown. Dir. Wm. K. Howard 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. Feb. 13 

Viva Villa. Wallace Beery portrays the famous Mexican character, Pancho 

Villa, Stuart Erwin, Fay Wray, Leo Carrillo. Dir. Jack Conway. 112 
mins. Rel. April 7% Rev. April 17. 

Women in His Life, The. Criminal lawyer, deserted by his wife, sends to the 
chair the man who stole her. Otto Kruger, Una Merkel, Ben Lyons 
Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 3. Rev. Jan. 30. 

You Can’t Buy Everything. Story of a domineering old woman. May Robson, 
Jean Parker, Lewis Stone. Dir. C. H. Reisner. 72 mins. Rei. Jan 26 
Rev. Feb. 6. 


Studio: 6048 & t Bivd., 
—_ ollewooa cat. Monogram 


Beggars in Ermine. Bankrupt steel man organizes a mendicants trust. Lionel 
Atwell, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen, 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. 
May 1 

Biue Steel. John Wayne, Eleanor Hunt. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. A Lone Star 
Western. 59 mins. Rel. April 30. 

City Limits. Ray Walker, Sally Blane, Frank Craven. Story of breezy news- 
paper reporter who gets his story—and the girl. 67 mins, Rel. April 15. 

He Couldn’t- Take It. Story by Dorc Scharg. Inside story of process serving 
racket. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George E. Stone, Dorothy 
Granger, Paul Porcasi. Dir. William Nigh. Rel. Dec. 11. Rev. March 27. 

House of Mystery, The. Verna Hillie, Ed Lowry. Dir. William Nigh. 62 mins. 
Rel. March 309. 

Lucky Texan, The. Western story of.a man-accused of the murder of his pal. 
John Wayne. Dir. Paul Malvern. 56 mins. Rel. Jan. 22. Rev. Feb. 13 

Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Alwyn. ‘Dir. William Nigh. 62. ming. 
Rel. March 15. Rev. April 10. 

Manhattan. Love Song. Dixie Lee. Robert Armstrong. Dir. Leonard Fields. 
72 mins. Rel. April 30. ' 
Sagebrush Trail, The. Lone Star western John Wayne, Nancy Shubert 

Dir. Armand Schaefer. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver’s romance. Sally. O'Neill, Creighton 
Chaney, Russell Simpson; Maurice Black. Dir. Armand Schaefer. 69 
mins. Rel, Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 23. 

West of the Divide. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Virginia Brown. Fatre 
Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 52 mins. Rev. May 15. 

Woman’s Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Wallace Ford, Mar- 
guerite de la Motte. Dir. Edward Luddy. 


Office: R. K. O Building, 
Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New Vork, N, ¥. 


Alice in Wonderland. The Carroll story visualized. Charlotte Henry and most 
of the Par. stars. Dir. Norman McLeod. 176 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev 
Dec. 27. 

All of Me. From the stage play, ‘Chrysalis.’ Fredric March, Miriam Hopkins. 
Geo. Raft. Dir. Jas. Flood. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 6. 
Bolero. Story of a gigolo who'started in Hoboken. Geo. Raft, Carole Lom*¢ 
bard, Sally Rand. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 23. Rev 

Feb. 20. . 


Come On Marines. Marine corps rescues a shipwrecked girls’ seminary. 
Richard Arlen, Ida Lupino, Roscoe Karns. Dir... Henry Hathaway. 64 
mins. Rel. March 23. Rev. March 27. 

Death Takes a Holiday. Death takes a holiday to learn of life. From the 
stage play. Fredric March, Evalyn Venable. Dir. Mitchell Leisen. 7 
mins. , Rel. March 30. Rev. Feb. 27. 

Design for Living. Adapted from Noe! Coward's play. Fredric March, Gary 
Cooper, Miriam Hopkins, Ed. E. Horton. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. 90 mins 
Rel. Dee. 27. Rev. Nov. 28 

Double Door. Thriller story of a dominant old maid. Mary Morris, Evalyn 
Venable, Kent Taylor. Dir. Chas. Vidor. 75 mins. Rel. May 4. Rev. 
May 8. 

Eight Girls in a Boat.. Love in a girl’s school. Douglas Montgomery, Kay: 
Johnson. -Dir. Rich. Wallace. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Four Frightened People. Mixed quartet in the jungle. Claudette Colbert, Her- 
bert Marshall, Mary Boland. Wm. Gargan. Dir. Cecil de Mille. Rel 
Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 30. 

Girl Without a Room. Americans in Paris. Chas. Farrell, Chas. Ruggles, 
Marguerite Churchill, Gregory Ratoff, Walter Wolff. Dir. Ralph Murphy 
72 mins. Rel. Dec. 8. Rev. Dec. 12. 

Good Dame. Fredric March on a carnival lot. Sylvia Sidney. Dir. Marion 
Gering. 72 mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 20 

Here Comes the Groom. Escaping burglar is forced to impersonate the groom 
of a deserted bride. Jack Haley, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Raoul Pagol. Rel. 
June 15. 

His Double Life. (Dowling.) Light comedy. Lillian Gish, Roland Young 
Dir. Arthur Hopkins. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Dec. 19. 

| Married an Actress. Matinee idol loses out to his wife, an actress, who takes 
o glory. Adolphe Menjou, Elissa Landi, Dir. Ralph Murray. Rel. 
une 22. 

it Ain’t No Sin. Mae West as a burlesque queen. Roger Pryor, John Mack 
Brown. Dir. Leo McCarey. Rel. June 29. 

Kiss and Make Up. Beauty doctor marries his model. Cary Grant, Genevieve 
Tobin, Helen Mack and the Wampas Baby Stars. Dir. Harlan Thomp- 
son, Joan Nogulesco. Rel. July 13. 

Last Roundup, The. Western with a Zane Grey title and a new story. Ran- 
dolph Scott, Monte Blue, Barbara Adams, Fred Kohler. Dir. Henry 
Hathaway. 60 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. May 15. ? 

Little Miss Marker. Damon Runyon story of a child who was pledged with a 
bookmaker. Adolphe Menjou, Dorothy Dell, Chas. Bickford, Shirley 
Temple. Dir. Alex. Hall. 110 mins. Rel. June 1. 

Lone Cowboy, The. Western with Jackie Cooper as the hero. From a Wil 
James story. Dir. Paul Sloan. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Many Happy Returns. Burns and Allen at their dizziest. With Guy Lom- 
bardo, Joan Marsh, Dir. Norman McLeod. 66 mins. Rel. June 8. 
Melody in Spring. Radio singer at home and abroad. Lanny Ross, Chas. 
Ruggles, Mary Boland. Dir. Norman McLeod. 75 mins. Rel. April 20. 

Rev. April 3. . 

Miss Fane's Baby Is Stolen. Farcicai play. Dorothea Wieck, Alice Brady 
Dir. Alex. Hall. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Murder at the Vanities. From the Earl Carroll stage production. Murder 

backstage. Carl Brisson, Victor McLaglen, Jack Oakie, Kitty Carlisle. 

Dir. Mitchell Loisen. 96 mins. Rel. May 11. 

No More Women. Flagg and Quirt as deep sea divers. Edmund Lowe, Victor 

McLaglen, Sally Blane. Dir. A! Rogell. 73 mins. Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. 

March 6. 

Old Fashiond Way, The. W. C. Fields in a road show in the ‘90s. Baby 

LeRoy, Judith Allen. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. Rel. July 6. 

Private Scandal. Suicide which is decided to be a murder because none of the 

witnesses dares his own exposure to scandal. Zasu Pitts, Phillips 

ere Ned Sparks, Mary Brian. Dir. Ratph Murphy. 64 mins. Rel. 
ay ll 

Search for Beauty, The. Pseudo-physicai training yarn to display winners in 

Par's international beauty contest. Buster Crabbe, Ida Lupino, Toby 

he ag ta Gleason. Nir. Erie Kenton. 77 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev 

eb. q 

She Made Her Bed. Show lot story about a brutal animal trainer. Rich. 
Arlen, Sally Eilers, Robt. Armstrong. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. March 

9. Rev. May 1. 

Shoot the Works. A denatured ‘The Great Magoo.’ Jack Oakie, Ben Bernie, 

Dorothy Dell. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. Rel. June 29. 

Six of a Kind. The humors of a share-expenses trip. Chas. Ruggles, Mary 

Boland, W. C. Fields, Geo. Burns, Gracie Allen, Alison Skipworth. Dir. 

Leo. Carey. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 9. Rev. March 

Thirty Days a Princess. Obscure actress plays at being a princess. Sylvia 

ey, Cary Grant. Dir. Marion Goring. 76 mins. Rel. May 18. Rev. 

ay 15. 

Trumpet Blows, The. George Raft becomes an amateur bull fighter. Geo. 

taft, Adolphe Menjou, Frances Drake. Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. 

Rel. April 13. Rev. April 17. 

We're Not Dressing. Comedy of shipwrecked royalty. Bing Crosby, Carole 

Lombard, Lurns and Allen, Ethe! Merman, Leon Errol. Dir. Norman 

Taurog. 80 mins. Rel. April 27. Rev. May 1 

Witching Hour, The. Augustus Thomas play of a murder innocently caused 

by hypnotism. Sir Guy Standing, John Halliday, Judith Allen. Dir. 

Henry Hathaway. 65 mins. Rel. April 27. Rev. May 1. 

Wharf Angel. Romance in San Francisco of 1907. Victor McLaglen, Dorothy 


Nat'l Labor Board 
Orders 9 Ushers 
Back to Theatres 


Washington, May 21. 

Reinstatement of nine discharged 
ushers at the Warner and Bucklen 
theatres, Elkhart, Ind., was ordered 
last week by the National Labor 
Board in settling a union dis- 
pute involving refusal of the Elk- 
hart Amusement Co. to abide by 
rulings of the Indianapolis Re- 
gional Labor Board. 

Representing the first test of the 
right af.employees to unionize since 
the film code went. into effect, de- 
cision was a victory for the Thea- 
tres Service Employees Union, 
Board held that evidence, although 
contradictory, showed employer 
sought to discourage ushers from 
joining outside labor organization 
and concluded that the workers 
were ousted because of union ac- 
tivities. 

Chains Adamant 

Not only did the circuits attack 
representation of Local 118 in the 
theaters, having claimed from the 
first that the 118 membership in- 
cluded few people actually at work 
as. service employees, but decided 
that the salaries now being paid 
were both adequate and reasonable. 
Demand for a closed shop if a scale 
could be negotiated was something 
else the theatres balked over. 

Cc. CC. Moskowitz, of Loew’s, 
handed out a statement during the 
past week minimizing the im- 
portance of the offensive so far. 
He declared that the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor made a poll of 2,200 
theatre workers recently and found 
that 84.46% of them were opposed 
to joining the proposed new union 
(Local 118). Moskowitz spoke for 
both Loew’s and RKO, 


Canadian Exhibs’ 
Reprisal Threats 
Over Score Charges 


Ottawa, May 21. 

Independent exhibitor organiza- 
tions of Canada have taken up 
arms against the score charge in 
film contracts and have presented 
a demand to the Canadian distrib- 
utors for the removal of the extra 
levy starting July 1 and for all new 
season bookings. 

Failing action by the exchanges, 
the indies have threatened to place 
the matter before the Parliamen- 
tary Investigation Committee of 
the Canadian Government. It is 
urged that the score charge is un- 
air, excessive and unnecessary and 
that the item represents a loss to 
the exhibitors of the Dominion of 
$400,000 throughout the course of a 
year. A duplication ig claimed in 
that the theatres are required to 
pay a seat tax of 10c per year for 
musical privileges to the Perform- 
ing Rights Society of Canada. Like- 
wise, the argument has been ad- 
vanced that Canada should not be 
placed in the category of a home 
market by the U. S. producers in 
the levying of the score tax, no sim- 
ilar charge being imposed on the- 
atres of other foreign countries. 
The campaign has been organized 
throughout the Provinces by Oscar 
Hanson, general manager of On- 
tario Allied Exhibitors, who has 
threatened to bring to the attention 
of the Canadian government the 
fact that film exchanges in the Do- 
minion submit booking contracts to 
New York offices for approval, thus 
indicating that the business is un- 
der foreign control 
In this connection, individual ex- 
change managers have frankly in- 
timated that the score charge is a 
matter for decision by headquar- 
ters in New York and have claimed 
that films imported from the States 
are assessed $100 per reel for the 
score charge which must be met by 
the theatres. 








Ante Gus Meins 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Roach has torn up the directing 
contract of Gus Meins, having sev- 


eral months to go, and has given 
him one for a year at a boosted 





Dell. Dir. W. C. Menzies. 65 mins. Rel. March 16. Rev. April 24. 
You’re Telling Me. Fields as a small town garage man. W. C. Fields, Loan 
Marsh, Buster Crabbe, Adrienne Ames. Dir. Erie Kenton. 66 mins. 
Rel. April 6. Rev. April 10 





salary. 
Meins has been handling both the 
Todd-Kelly shorts and the Our 








(Continued on page 28) 
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28 VARIETY 


Studio Placements 











Hollywood, May 21. 
Monte Vandergrift, ‘Shoot the| 
Works,’ Par. 
Jameson Thomas, ‘You Belong to} 
Me,’ Par. 
Clarence Wilson, ‘Bachelor Bait,’ 
RKO. 
Katherine De Mille, ‘Ladies 


Should Listen,’ Par. 

Lawrence Grant, ‘Count of Monte 
Cristo,’ Reliance, 

Alex Courtney, ‘Shocked,’ Mono. 

Ferdinand Munier, Claudia Cole- 
man, ‘Merry Widow,’ MG. 

Barry Barringter, scripting ‘When 
a Man’s A Man,’ George O’Brien’s 
first western, Fox. 

Al Herman, directing ‘Red Steel,’ 
Laymon. 

George Morgan, scripting ‘Alice 
Takes a Holiday,’ Mayfair. 

Jack Mulhall, lead ‘Burn "Em Up 
Barnes, Mascot. 

H. B. Warner, ‘Jane Eyre,’ Mono. 

David Hertz, scripting his orig, 
‘Storm Without Thunder,’ U. 

Nat J. Ferber, scripting ‘Princess 
of O'Hara,’ VU. 

Hale Hamilton, Charles Coleman, 
‘100 Per Cent Pure,’ MG. 

William Augustin, ‘Rear Car,’ MG. 

Gwendolyn Logan, Helena Grant, 
‘One More River,’ U. 

Pop Byron, ‘Merry Widow,’ MG. 

Robert Gleckler, Frank Conroy, 
‘Stamboul Quest,’ MG. 

Rosalie Roy, lead 
Men?’ WB short. 

Sam Hellman, 
Lover,’ Fox. 

Gay Seabrock, 
About Sailors,’ Fox. 

Arthur Hoyt, ‘Kansas City Prin- 
cess,’ WB. 

George Meeker, 
Case,’ WB. 

David Jack Holt, ‘Shock,’ Mono. 

Ivan Lebedeff, T. Roy Barnes, 
Franklyn Pangborn, Lillian Harmer, 
Renee Whitney, ‘Kansas City Prin- 
cess,’ WB. 

Barbara Robbins, ‘Hat, Coat and 
Glove,’ RKO. 

Eric Blore, 
Divorce,’ RKO. ) 

Marina Schubert, daughter of 
Nina Koshetz, opera singer, ‘British 
Agent,’ WB. 

John Stahl, 


‘What, No 
scripting ‘Lottery 
‘She Learned 


‘Dragon Murder 


Eric Rhodes, ‘Gay 


direct untitled pic, 


Metro. 

William Frawley, ‘Ladies First,’ 
Par. 

Rafael Corio, ‘Ladies Should Lis- 
ten,’ Par. 

Osgood Perkins, ‘Kansas. City 
Princess,’ WB. 

Wera Engels, ‘Transatlantic 
Showboat,’ Reliance. 

Rian James, supervising, ‘Walk- 
ing on Air,’ U. 

Stuart Walker, directing, Roger 


Pryor, ‘Cheating Cheaters,’ U. 
ne Lawton, ‘One More River,’ 

Benny Baker, ‘The Chumps 
Ahead,’ Roach. 

Buster Crabbe loaned by Par for 
untitled yarn, Mayfair. 

Ford Beebe, writing 
nard’s feature, Mascot. 

Ben Cohen, Dave Howard collab- 
ing on serial, Mascot. 

Casey Robinson, scripting untitled 
yarn, Warners. 





Ken May- 


Dorothy Burgess, ‘Hat, Coat, 
Glove,’ RKO. 
Dr. Eugene Frenke, preparing 


story for his direction, U. 

Dorothy Darling, untitled film, U. 

Lillian Drew, ‘Old Feshioned 
Way,’ Par. 

Charles E. Arnt, 
Listen,’ Par. 

Dean Jagger, ‘52 Weeks for Fleur- 
ette,’ Par. 

Donald Meek, ‘One Way Ticket,’ 
Par. 

Torben Meyer, French version, 
‘Merry Widow,’ MG. 

Charles Middleton, Tom Kennedy 
short, RKO. . 

Joyce Compton, short, RKO. 

Betty Burbridge, screen 
‘Red Head,’ Mono. 

Beryl Mercer, ‘Jane Eyre,’ Mono. 

Doris Lloyd, untitled film, Fox. 

Berton Churchill, ‘Rear Car,’ MG. 

Dorothy Arzner, directs ‘Proud 
Prineess,’ Fox. 

Theodore Newton, 


‘Ladies Should 


play, 


‘Blind Date,’ 


Col. 

Maidena Armstrong, ‘Pay Dirt,’ 
Col. 

Wade Boteler, Phil Tead, ‘Ain't 


No Sin,’ Par. 
George Barbier, 
Charles Sellon, 
‘Ladies First,’ Par. 
Norman Aijinsley, 
Sophie Lang,’ Par. 
Clara Blandick, ‘One Way Ticket,’ 
Par. 
. Murray Kinnell, ‘Hat, Coat, Glove,’ 
RKO. 
Anita Louise, 
Fox. 
Cora Sue Collins, 
Sarbara Leonard, 
trance,’ Fox. 


Nella Walker, 
Helene Phillips, 


‘Notorious 


Will Rogers’ next, 


‘Caravan,’ Fox. 
‘Servant’s En- 


Wilfred Lucas, Ed Cook, ‘Rear 
Car,’ MG. 
Irene Hervey, Marion’ Byron, 


Taking Care of Baby,’ MG short. 
Jean Parker, lead ‘Have a Heart,’ 


MG. 
Linn Riggs ‘Wicked Woman,’ 
MG. 
Humphrey Pearson, scripting 


‘Ruggles of Red Gap,’ Par. 
Dale Van Every, 
of the Eagle,’ Par. 
Charles Rogers, directing ‘Public 
Enemies,’ Roach. 
Hal Yates, directing ‘Fisherman's 
Luck,’ Roach. 


adapting ‘Eyes 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





(Continued from page 27) 


° ° Office: 1270 Sixth Ave., 
Principal New York, N. 
Jaws of Justice. Kazan, the dog, in a melodrama of the Northwest Mounted 


Police, with Richard Terry and Ruth Sullivan. 54 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 
Ferocious Pal. Kazan, the dog, in a thrilling mystery-melodrama of the 
sheep-raising country. Ruth Sullivan and Robert Manning. Dir. Spencer 
Gordon. 54 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. April 24. er 
Fighting to Live. Captain, the dog, and Lady, his mate, in a story ba 
a ~ a true incident in their lives. Mary Shilling and Gaylord Pendleton. 


50 mins. Rel. May. 
3 los: Holl ; ° Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
ee ! mo R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C 


Allien Corn. Talented young musician realizes after a series of disappointing 
love affairs that love and a career won't mix and chooses career. Ann 
Harding, John Boles, Margaret Hamilton, Arnold Korff. Dir. Edward 
H. Griffith. Rel. May 25. 

Blind Adventure. Adventures 
Armstrong, Helen Mack, Roland Young, Ralph Bellamy. 
Schoedsack. 63 mins. Released Aug. 18. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Crime Doctor. A famous detective, jealous of his wife who no longer loves 

him, plans the perfect crime tto Kruger, Karen Morley. Nils Asther, 

Judith Wood. Dir. John Robertson. Rel. April 27. Rev.- May 15. 

Finishing School.. A young toarding school girl becomes involved with a 

young doctor. Ginger Rogers Frances Dee, Bruce Cabot, Billle Burke. 

Dir Wahda Tuchock and George Nicholls, Jr. 70 mins. Rel. May 4 

Rev. May 1. 

Flying Down to Rio. 

Rio de Janeiro. 

Astaire, Raou) Roulien. 

29. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Keep ’Em Rolling. One man's life-time devotion to his loyal army horse. 

Waiter Huston, Frances Dee, Robert Shayne, Frank Conroy. Dir. George 

Archainbaud. Rel. March 2. 

Hips, Hips, Hooray. Musica) gir) show. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, Ruth 

Etting, Dorothy Lee, Thelma Todd,- George Meeker, Phyllis Barry. Dir 

Mark Sandrich. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. Feb. 27. 

if | Were Free. A modern romance of two people, disappointed in marriage 

who meet and try to find happiness together in their way. Irene Dunne. 

Clive Brook, Nils Asther, Henry Stephenson. Dir. Elliott Nugent. 66 


in London during one foggy night. Robert 
Dir. Ernest B 


Musica! extravaganza which takes place in the air above 
Dolores Del Rio, Gene Raymond, Ginger Rogers, Fred 
Dir. Thornton Freeland. 89 mins. Rel. Dec 


mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 9 

Long Lost Father. Story in a London nite club. John Barrymore, Helen 
Chandler. Dir. Ernest B. Schoedsack. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. 
Feb. 27. . 


Lost Patrol, The. A detachment of British soldiers lost on the Mesopotamian 
desert are attacked by unseen Arabs with dramatic results. Boris Kar- 
loft, Victor McLaglen, Wallace Ford. Reginald Denny, Alan Hale. Dir 
John Ford. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. April 3. 


Man of Two Worlds. An Eskimo, his illusions shattered by a glimpse ef Lon- 
don civilization, returns to his own people and is brought back to realjity 
by his infant sen. Francis Lederer, Elissa Landi, Henry Stephenson 


Walter Byron, Steffi Duna, J. Farrell MacDonald, Sarah Padden. Dir 
J. Walter Ruben. 92 mins. Rel. Feb 9. Rev. Jan. 16. 


Meanest Gal in Town. Farce comedy Jove in the beauty parlor. Zasu Pitts, 
E) Brendel, Pert Kelton, James Gleason. Dir. Rich. Schayer. 61 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Feb. 20. 


Of Human Bondage. A poignant story of a man who faces life as a partia,. 
cripple. Leslie Howard, Bette Davis, Reginald Denny, Reginald Shef- 
field, Alan Hale. Dir. John Cromwell. Rel. June 1. 


Sing and Like It. Gangster backs a Broadway show and makes sure of good 

reviews by furnishing special ‘escorts’ for each reviewer. Zasu Pitts, 

Pert Kelton, Edward Everett Horton, Nat Pendleton, Ned Sparks. Dir 

William Seiter. 69 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. April 17. 

Son of ane Further adventures of Carl] Denham, the director who brought 
King Kong to civilization, this time with the Son of Kong. Robert Arm- 

strong. Helen Mack, Frank Reicher, John Marston. Directed by Ernest 

B. Schoedsack. 69 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Spitfire. A powerful story whieh deals with a beautiful mountain “witch” 

whose naivete, temperament and personality combine wickedness and 


immaculateness. Katharine Hepburn, Robert Young, Ralph _ Bellamy, 
Martha Sleeper, Sidney Toler, Louis Mason, Sara Haden. Dir. John 
Cromwell. Rel. March 30. Rev. March 30._ 


Notorious Australian bandit of the “Robin Hood” type with a 
flair for the esthetic things of life. Irene Dunne, Richard Dix, Conway 
Tearle, Mary Boland. Dir. William Wellman. Rel. May 235. 


Strictly Dynamite. A poet becomes a gag writer for a famous radio comic 
Jimmy Durante, Lupe Velez, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon. Dir. Elliott 
Nugent. Rel. May 11. 

Success at Any Price. Ruthless business man finds love at last. Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Colleen Moore, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 
Rel. March 16. Rev. May 8. 

Success Story. The ruthiess rise to power and wealth of a boy of the New 
York telement district. Douglas Fairbanks. Jr., Colleen Moore, Gene- 
vieve Tobin, Frank Morgan. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. Rel. March 16. 


This Man Is Mine. To preserve her marriage a young wife virtually huris 
her husband into the arms of his first love. Irene Dunne, Constance 
Cummings, Ralph Bellamy, Kay Johnson. Dir. John Cromwell. 75 mins. 
Rel. April 13. Rev. April 17 

Two Alone. An orphan gir] and a young boy who escaped from a reformatory 
fall in love and try to escape the inhuman farmer who keeps them 
enslaved on his farm. Jean Parker, Zasu Pitts, Tom Brown, Arthur 
Byron. Nydia Westman, Bevlah Bondi, Williard Robertson. Emerson 
Tracy. Dir, Elliott Nugent. Rel. Jan. 5, 1934. Rev. Apri] 10. 


Where Sinners Meet. An eloping couple have a break-down in their car and 
spend the night in an unusual hotel where the host, a philosopher, shows 
them the error of their way. Clive Brook, Diana Wynyard, Reginald 
Owen, Billie Burke, Alan Mowbray, Gilbert Emery. Dir. J. Wajdter 
Ruben. Rel. May 18. 

Wild Cargo. Frank Buck's expedition into the Asiatic jungles to capture 
wild animals. Frank Buck. Dir. Armand Denis. Rel. April 6. 


United Artists °° oe" von Ny 


Romance and adventures of reporter who edits the 
Dir Alfred 


Stingaree. 


Advice to the Lovelorn. 
agony column and eventually exposes the drug racket. 
Werker. RejJ. Dec. h Rev. Dec. 19. 

Affairs of Cellini, The. The love life of Benvenuto Cellini. Fredric March, 
Constance Bennett, Frank Morgan, Fay Wray. (No date set.) 

Born to Be Bad. Story of a woman appare.tly destined by circumstances to 
be always wicked in spite of herself. Loretta Young, Cary Grant, Paul 


Harvey. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. May 18. 

Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back. Further adventures in crime solution. Ron- 
ald Colman, Loretta Young, Warner Oland, Charles Butterworth, Una 
Merkel. (No date set.) 

Catherine the Great. The story of Russia’s greatest ruler. Douglas Fair- 


banks, Jr., Elizabeth Bergner, F!ora Robson, Griffiths Jones. Dir. Paul 
Czinner. 93 mins. Rel. April 13° Rev. Feb. 20. 

Count of Monte Cristo, The. The famous romantic old classic of the French 
nobleman’s struggle with his adversaries. Robert Donat, Elissa Landi, 
Louis Calhern. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 

Gallant Lady. An unwed mother who pays the price of silence in order to be 
near her child. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Ann Harding, Clive Brook 
Otto Kruger, Tullio Carminati. 82 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 23. 


House of Rothschild, The (20th Cent.). Strong drama of the great financial 
house. George Arliss, Boris Karloff, Loretta Young. Dir. Alfred Werker 
94 mins. Rel. April 6. Rev. March 20. 


Last Gentleman, The. Shrewd and elderly millionaire cleverly foils the plans 


of his children to chisel his money away. George Afrliss, Edna May 
Oliver, _ Beecher and Ralph Morgan. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. (No 
date set. 


Looking for Trouble. Thrills in the lives of telephone linesmen, with a couple 


of love stories on the side. Spencer Tracy, Jack Oakie, Constance Cum- 
mings, Arline Judge. Dir. Wm. Wellman. 77 mins. Rel. March 9. Rev. 
Apri! 17. 

Moulin Rouge. A talented wife proves her ability by a clever impersonation 
ruse. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Constance Bennett, Franchot Tone, Tullio 
Carminati. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Feb. 13. 

Nana. Adapted from the Zola novel with Sam Goldwyn’s new star, Anna Sten. 


Philips Holmes, Mae Clark, Lionel Atwill, Rich. Bennett. Dir. Dorothy 


Arzner. 87 mins. Rel. Mar. 2. Rev. Feb. 6 
Palooka. The son of a prizefighter follows in his father’s footsteps. Dir. Ben- 
jamin Stojoff. Jimmie Durante, Stuart Erwin, Lupe Velez. Rel. Jan. 26. 


Rev. March 6. 

Private Life of Don Juan. Somebody insinuates to the great legendary lover 
that all his conquests really didn’t love him—so he gathers them aroun@ 
and puts the question to the test. Douglas Fairbanks, Merle Oberon, 





Benita Hume, Elsa Lanchester. Dir. Alex Korda. ‘(No date.) 
Roman Scandals. A town simpleton transported in a dream back to the 





andeur that was Rome. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Eddie Cantor, Ruth 
Etting. Gloria Stuart. 91 mins. Rel. Dec. 29. 

Sorrell & Son. An epic of the love between father and son. 
Peter Penrose, Hugh Williams, Winifred Shotter. 
Rel. April 20. 


H. B. Warner, 
Dir. Jack Raymond, 


studio: Universaj City, : Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
4 b eatie. Universal New York, N. ¥, 
Affairs of a Gentleman. Drama. Paul Lukas, Leila Hyams, Patricia Ellis, 


Onslow Stevens, Lilian Bond. Dir. Edwin L. Marion. Rel. June 18. 


Beloved. Musical. Joh Boles, Gloria Stuart. Dir. V. Schertzinger. Rel, 
Jan. 29. Rev. Jan. 30. E 

Contes anes. Edmund Lowe Production. Dir. Ed. Marin. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev, 
an. 9. 

Black Cat, The. Mystery. Karloff, Bela Lugosi, David Manners. Dir. Edgar 
Wilmer. Rel. May 7. 


Sophisticated comedy-drama. Paul Lukas, Elissa Landi, Nils 
Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 18. Rey, 


Bebe Daniels. 


By Candlelight. 
Asther, Esther Ralston. 
Jan. 

Copnneee at Law. Dir. 


Drama. John Sereymere, wm, 


yier. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 


Countess of Monte Cristo. Drama. Fay Wray, Paul Lukas, Paul Page, Care 
me] Meyers, Reginald Owen. Rel. March 19. Rev. April 3. 


Cross County Cruise. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, June Knight, Alice White, 
Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 78 mins. Kel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Drama. Wynne Gibson, Onslow Stevens, William Coilier, 

Rev. April 3. 


Comedy-drama. 
Rel. May 14. 
Comedy. Charles Morris, Andy Divine, Lois Jane 
Dir. Curt Neumann. Rel. June 25. 
Glamour. Comedy-drama. Constance Cummings. Pau! Lukas. Dir. 
Wyler. 75 mins. Rel. April 9. Rev. May 15 

Gun Justice. Western. Ken Maynard. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. April 3. 

Half a Sinner. Drama. Joel McCrea, Sally Blane, Buster Churchill. 
Kurt Neumann. Rel. Apri) 30. . 

Honor of the Range. Western. Ken Maynard. Dir. Alan James. 
Rel. April 16. Rev. May 1. 

Her First Mate. Comedy. Summerville-Pitts. Dir. Wm. Wyler. 
Rev. Sept. 5. 

Horse Play. Comedy. 
Rev. March 13. 

| Like It That Way. Musical. Rodger Pryor. Gloria Stuart 
man. 740 mins. Rel. Feb. 12. Rev. April 24. 

Vit Tell the World. Comedy. Lee Tracy, Gloria Stuart, Roger Pryor. 
Edwin’ Sedgwick. 78 mins. Rel. April 16. Rev. April 24. 

invisible Man, Mystery-drama. Claude Rains, Gloria Stuart, Henry Travers, 
Una O’Cennor. Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Nov 13. Rev. Nov 21, 


Let’s Be Ritzy. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, Patricia Ellis, Frank McHugh, 
Isabelle Jewell, Hedda Hopper. Dir. Edward Ludwig. Rel. March 26. 


Little Man, What Now? Drama. Margaret Sullavan, Douglass Montgomery. 
Dir. Frank Borzage. Kel. May 21 


Crosby Case, The. 
Rel. March 5. 

Embarrassing Moments. 
Dir. Ed. Laemmle. 

Funny Thing Called Love. 
nery, Frank Craven. 


Chester Morris, Marion Nixon 


Wiliam 


Dir, 
60 mina 
Re}. Aug. 8%, 
Summerville-Devine. Dir. Ed Sedgwick. Rel. Nov. 27. 
Dir. Harry Lache 


Dir, 


Love Seative. Drama. Nils Asther, Gloria ‘Stuart. Dir. Max Marcin. Reh 
une 4 

Love Birds. Comedy. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Wm. Seiter. 

Madame Spy. Drama. Fay Wray. Nils Asther. Dir Karl Kreund. 70 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 8 Rev. Feb. 13. 

Midnight. Drama. Sidney Fox, Henry Hull, O. P. Heggie. Dir Chester 

- Erskine. Rel. Jan. 22. Rev. March 13. 

Myrt and Marge. Musicai. Myrtle Vail, Donna Domeri!. Eddie Foy. vr. led 
Healy, Grace Hayes, J. Farrell) MacDonald Dir A} Boasberg. 66 mins, 
Rel. Dee. 11. Rev. Jan. 23 

Smoking Guns. Western. Ken Maynard. Rel. June 11 

Poor Rich, The. Comedy. Edna May Oliver, Edward Everett Horton. Dir, 


Ed. Sedgwick. 76 mins. Rel. Feb. 26. Rev. May 15. 
Uncertain Lady. Comedy-drama. Genevieve Tobin. Edward E. Horton. Dir, 
Karl Freund. Rel. April 23. 


Wheels of Destiny. Western. Ken Maynard. 
Rev. April 3. 


Dir. Alan James. Rel. Feb. 19, 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 


studios Burbank. 
: -New York N.Y, 


a Warner Brothers 

As the Earth Turns. Epic in the romance of American life and a revelation 
of the character of the New England farmer taken from the story of 
Gladys Hasty: Carroll. Jean Muir, Dona!d Woods, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Alfred E. Green. 73 mins. Rel. April 14.. Rev. April 17. 


Oisraeli. Political drama of England. George Arliss Joan Bennett Dir Ale 
fred Green. 88 mins. Re-rel. Dec. 16 

Easy to Love. A frothy farce. Adolphe Menjou. Genevieve Tobin. Mary 
Astor, Guy Kibbee, Edward Everett Horton Dir William Keighley, 
61 mins. Rel. Jan. 20 Rev Jan. 16 


Friends of Mr. Sweeney. Comedy-drama of the browbeaten husband who 
turns the big trick for his newspaper. Charlie Ruggles, Ann D\ orak, 
Eugene Pallette, Dorothy Tree. Dir. Edward Ludwig. Rel. July 7. 

From Headquarters. A crime drama with a murder committed rignt in 
quarters. George Brent, Margaret Lindsay and Eugene Pallette 
William Dieterle. 63 mins Rel. Dee. 2 Rev “ vi 2, 


Gambling Lady. Based on the drama by Doris Malloy of a gambling iady 
who is such a sport she is willing to sacrifice her love to save her hus- 
band from a murder charge. Barbara Stanwyck. Joel McCrea, Pat 
O’Brien, Claire Dodd. Dir. Archie Mayo. 66 mins. Rel. March 31. tev, 
Apri. 10 

Harotd Teen. Hilarious comedy romance which bri:gs to sife on the screen 
the characters of Car] Ed's comic strip. Hal LeRoy, Rochelle Hudson, 
Patricia Ellis, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Murray Roth. 66 mins. Rel. Apri! 7. 

Heat Lightning. Thrilling romance of desert love and hate, based on the 
Broadway stage hit by Leon Abrams and George Abbott. Aline Mace 
Mahon, Ann Dvorak, Liyle Talbot, Preston Foster. - Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 
63 mins. Rel. March,3. Rev. March 13. 


He Was Her Man. Action meiodrama of the gal who double-crossed herseif in 


eade 
Dir. 


love when her past came back. James Cagney, Joan Blondell, Frank 
Craven, Harold Huber. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Rel. June 16. 

Hi, Nellie. Comedy-drama of a newspaper love co.umuist au Muni, 
Glenda Farrell, Kathryn Sergava. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy Rel. Jan 20. 
Rev. Feb. 6. 

House On 56th Street. Drama of a gambling iady. Kay Francis. ticardo 
Cortez, Gene Raymond, Margaret Lindsay and Frank McHugh Dir. 
Robert Florey. 68 mins Rel. Dec. 23 Rev. Dee 5 


isle of Fury. Fighting for love while the Sinn Fein and the Black and Tan 
crossfire during the Irish trouble. From the London stage success, ‘The 


Key.’ William Powell, Edna Best. Colin Clive, Henry O'Neill. Dir. 
Michael Curtiz. Rel. June 6. 

I've Got Your Number. Rowdy, rollicking story of the telephone troubl. nunter 
who finds it. Joan Blondell. Pat O’Brien. Dir. Kay Enright 67 mins, 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Jimmy the Gent. Hilarious comedy romance based on the story by waird 
Doyle and Ray Nazarro, which reveals a new kind of rackét. that of 
digging up heirs. James Cagney, Bette Davis, Allen Jenkins. Dir, 
Michael Curtiz. 67 mins. Rel. Mareh 17. Rev. March 27. 

tady Killer. Jimmy Cagney bats ‘em around again. Jas. Cagney, Mae Clark, 
Leslie Fenton. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 5. Rev Jan. 2. 

Merry Wives of Reno. Comedy-farce of the Reno divorce mill in action. 
Margaret Lindsay, Donald Woods, Guy Kibbee, Glenda Farrell, Hugh 
Herbert and Frank McHugh. Dir. H. Bruce Humberstone. ‘i mins. 


Rel. May 12. 

Modern Hero, A. Based on the novel by Louis Bromfield, openi:g wit the 
gay romance of circus life and carrying the hero through tremerdous 
financial battles to a captain of industry. Richard Barthelmess. 70 


mins. Jean Muir, Marjorie Rambeau, Verree Teasdale. Dir. G. WW. Pabst. 
Rel. April 21. Rev. April 24. 
<marty. Comedy of the wife who wanted to commute between husbands. 


Joan Blondel], Warren William, Edward E. Horton, Frank McHugh and 
Claire Dodd. Dir. Robert Florey. 64 mins. Rel. May 26. 

Upperworld. Drama by Ben Hecht dealing with a millionaire’s adventures 
with a chorus girl. Warren William, Mary Astor, Ginger Rogers, Dickie 
Moore. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 28. 

When Tomorrow Comes. Drama of woman who tries to help her hubby’s 
girl friend. Kay Francis, Warren William, Jean Muir, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. William Keighly. Rel. June 23 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Ariane. (Blue Ribbon.) British made story of a woman who pretends sophis- 
tication to win her love. Elizabeth Bergner, Perey Marmont. Dir. Paul 

i Czinner. 80 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Big Race, The. (Showmen.) Race track story. Boots Mallory, John Dsrrow. 
Dir. Fred Newmeyer. 62 mins. Rev. March 6. 

Cheaters (Liberty). Paroled convicts find love through crookedness. Bill 


na Collyer, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Phil Rosen. 65 mins. Kev. 
y 
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Criminal at Large. 
British cast. 


(Helber.) Edgar Wallace mystery story, British made. 
74 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Drums 0’ Voodo (International). All-Negro cast in screen version of stage 
play ‘Louisiana.’ Dir. Arthur Hoerl, 70 mins. Rel. May 7, Rev. May 15. 
Enlighten Thy Daughter. (Exploitation.) Warning to parents. Remade from 
silent. 75 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 20. 
ee yg (Ideal.) Jungle story. Barbara Bedford, Maurice Murphy. 
Dir. Chas. Hutchinson. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. April 17. 
Guilty | ving (Jay Dee Kay.) Sex education story. Jean Lacy, Glen Boles. 
. Jack Townley. 53 mins. Rev. April 10. 
Hired ‘wie. (Pinnacle.) Man hires a bride to get a fortune and falls in love 
with her. Greta Nissen, Weldon Heyburn. Dir. Geo. Melford. 60 mins. 
Rev. March 13. 
Love Past Thirty. (Monarch.) Beauty parlor rejuvenation for a faded filancce. 


Aileen Pringle, be ad von Eltz, Phyllis Barry. Dir. Vin. Moore. 60 
mins. Rev. March 1 

Moth, The. idm rey Sally O’Neill astray in New Orleans. Dir. Fred. 
Newmeyer. 64 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. April 17. 


«(Monarch.) In which a girl gets married in the first 


Marriage on Approval. 
Barbara Kent, Donald Dillaway. Dir 


reel and finds it out in the last. 
Howard Higgin. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Public Btencqraphee. Title tells the story. Lola Lane, 
r. Lew Collins. Rev. Jan. 30. ° 


Wm. Collier, Jr. 


a Rev. Nov. 

Trapeze. (Protex.) Anna Sten’s first German picture, dubbed in English. 
65 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. Feb. 20. 

What’s Your Racket. (Showmen.) Familiar gangster frameup. Regis 
Toomey, Noe! Francis. Dir. Fred Guiol. 50 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. 
March 6. ’ 

Wine, Women and Song. (Chadwick.) Lilyan Tashman’s last picture. Back- 


stage story. Lilyan Tashman, Lew Cody. Dir. Leon D’Usseau. 64 mins. 
Rev. March 27. 

Woman Unafraid. (Goldsmith.) 
Skeets Gallagher. Dir. W. J. Cowen. 


Foreign Language Films 
«Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films. this list covers one 


year of releases.) 
«Most 21 these available with English titles.) 


Adieu Les Beaux Jours (Fr) (Ufa). Greek romance. Brigitte Helm. Dir. 
Andre Beucler and Johannes Meyer. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. 


Story of a policewoman. Lucille Gleason, 
68 mins. Rev. April 24 


May 1. 
Alraune (Ger) (Capitol). os tube babies. Brigitte Helm. Dir. Richard Os- 
wald. 70 mins. Rel. May 1. 
Betteistudent, Der. «General.) (Ger.) Operetta. Dir. Viktor Janson. 80 
mins. Rei. Oct. 15 
Pv S wionce Christ!, Die (Ger) (Bavaria). Musical. Karin Hardt. Dir. Franz 
Seitz. 75 mins. Rel. Feb. 15 
Broken Shoes (Russ) (Amkino). Child reaction to politics. Anti-Hitler. Dir. 
Margarita Barskaya. 80 mins. Kel. March 15. Rev. April 3 


Chatutzim (Hebrew) (Acme). First talker made in Palestine. Dir. Alexander 
Ford 70 mins. Rel. March 15 


Ciudad de Carton, ta (Sp) (Fox). Antonio Mo- 


Drama ot marita! relations. 


reno, Catalina Bareena. Dir. Louis King. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 1 

Crown of Thorns (Kinematrade) (Ger) ‘Dupes Eng.). Biblical drama. Dir 
Robert Wiene. 70 mins Rel. March 1 

Cruz Y La Espada, La (Sp) (Fox) suiaat iad romance. Jose Mojica. Dir 
Frank Strayer. 75 mins’ Rel. Feb 1}. 

Deux Orphetins, Les ‘Fr) (‘Blue Ribbon) Costume melodrama. Yvette 
Guilbert. Dir. Maurice Tourneur. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 15 

Dream ot My Feople, The (Jewish) «Pa‘estine). Silent travelog of Palestine 
ith records by Cantor Rosenblatt. Dir. Jos. Fox. 60 mins. Rel. Feb 15. 

Ein Gewisser Herr Gran ‘Ger) (Capitai). Spy drama. Hans Albers. Dir 
Gerhard Lamprecht 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15 

Eine Stadt Eteht Kopf ‘Ger) ‘Capita.) Faree. Dir. Gustav Gruendgers. 70 
mins. Rel. Jan. 15 

Eines rinzen Junce Liebe (Ger.) (Uta). tomantic comedy. Willy Fritsch 
ir. Artur Rotinson 80 mins. Rel March ‘15. 

En Giaa Ge (Norwegian) (Scandinas.an) From Bjornson's novei Di 

un DBrunius sO mins Ret. Nov *°%6 

Enemies ot Progress «Russ) (Amkino) Last ot the Czarist generais. Dir 
Beresnyefl 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 16 

Es Wird Schoh Wieder Besser «Ger :U'a: Farce. Dolly Haas. Dir Kurt 
Gerron. ©3 Mins. Rei Jan 

Feldh rrnhuecel, Der (Ger) (Bavarian). Military comedy. Betty Bird. Dir. 
iugea tociele. 70 mins Rel. April 15. 

Frat -ehman's Tochtes (Ger) «Generai> Meidrama Hans) Niese vn» 
var Heinz N\\oft S20) mines ie rect 615 

Fraulein—Faisch Verbunaen (Ger) (Capital), Musical comedy. Trude Ber- 
liner. Dir. E. W. Emo. 76 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. A 

Frec..dacas. Der «Ger «Ufa Romantic comedy Willy Fritsch, Camilla 
hiorh Dir Carl Boese. 15 mins. he. Jan. 1. 

Galavorcteiiung, Die aGer) ‘«Geneias) Mystery comedy with music. Ma» 
\daitert, the Frateilinis. Dir. Fredrich Zelnik. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Girls in Uniform (dubbed English) (Ger) «(Fiimchoice). Dorothea Wieck and 
tiertha Thieie. Dir. Ricaard Oswald. 80 mins. Rel. March 1. 

Gluecks:y!inder, Der (Ger) (Capital). Boarding house romance. Felix Bres- 
sail, Charlotte Anders. Dir. Rudolf Bernauer. 75 mins. Rei. March 1. 

Grosse Attraction, Die «Bavariay («Ger») Drama is show O0iz Hicharu 
aueel Dir. Max Reichmann 70 mins. Rel Aug | 

Heid< u.meister Uwe Karsten (Ger) (Ufa). Nazi back to the farm prop- 
azanca. Olga Tschechowa. Dir. Carl Heins Wolff. 70 mins. Rel. 
April 15 


Heit on Eartn tGer) «Garrison, «dia ox m five ianguugers Horrors ol war 


Dir. Victor Trivas. 80 mins. Rel. Jan 15. Rev. Feb. 6 

Helise .er Der Ger) «General Farce. Max Adalbert. Dir fBugen TPhieie 
Kel Sept. 1 

Heute Nacht Eventueli :Ger ) ‘Genera.) Musicas comedy Dir. D W. Emo 
% mins Rel July 1 

Hochtourist, Der «Gcer) «Ufa) Romantic comedy in Aips. Otto Wallburg. 
Dir Alfred Zeisier. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


ich Gaub Nie Mehr an Eine Frau :Bavaria) iGer.). wife oi a sailor. Richard 


Vauber Dir H. Reichmann. 30 m.ns_- Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 24 
Inge : J die Miliionen (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic crook drama. Brigitte Helm. 
> Mins. Dir. Erich Enge). Rel. April 15. 
Isian. ot Doom ‘:Kuss; «Amkino) I'wo men and a woman on a desert isie 
Iny Timonshenko 90 mins. Rel tuly 15 Rev. Juty i8. 


Ja Treu Ist Die Soldaten‘iebe (Ger) (Capital). Military comedy romance. Dir. 
Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rei. May 1 

Juarez Y Maximiliano (Sp) (Col). Mexican royalty’s fall. 

80 mins. Rel. May 1. ’ 

14 ‘Protex) «French» Sentiment to Music. 

73 mins. Res Get. 15. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Lacnende Erben ‘Ger.) (Ufa) Farce. Max Adalbert 
77 mirs. Rei Nov. 15 

Laue inwcionie «Ger,» «General) 
May {5 Rev. June 6 

Laughter Through Tears ‘ Yiddish) 
novel. Dir. Critcher 78 

Lockende Ziei. Das ‘Ger.) (Bavaria). Musical. Richard Tauber. wir 
Reichmann sd mins. Rei June 15 Rev. June 20 

Liebe Muss Verstanden Sein (Ger.) (Ufa). Comedy drama with music. 
Hans Steinhoff. tel. March 15. 

Liebling von Wien. Oer «Ger» «European) 
Geza von Folvary 75 mins Rel tune : 

Luegen auf Ruegen (Ger) (General). Farce. 
Jansen. 80 mins. Rel Dec. 135. 

Lustigen Musikanten. Cie. (Generai) 
Dir Max Oba: 80 mins. Rel 

Meisterdetektiv, Der (Ger) (Tavaria). 
frank Seitz. 75 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 

Melodia Prohibida (Sp) (Fox). Musical 
Strayer. 70 mins. Rel. March 15. 

Milady (Generai) (French). Sequeji to Three Musketeers. 
mant- Berger 126 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 12. 

Mile. Nitouche (French) (Protex). Charming love story. 

David. 90 mins’ Rel. Nov. 15. 

Wujaszek z Ameryki (Polish) 

Rel. Oct. 15 

Mutter Der Kompagnie, Die (Ger) (Bavaria). Military farce. 
Betty Bird. 70 mins. Dir. Franz Seitz. Rel. March 1. 

Parada Rezerwistow (Polish) (Capital). Military musical. Dir. Michael Was- 
zynski. 75 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Patriots. The «Russ) (Amkino). Dir. B. Barnett. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. 

Petterson & Bendel (Swedish) (Scandinavian). Comedy-drama with music. 
Dir. Perl-Axel Branner. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Quick, Koenig der Clowns (Ufa) (Ger). et ae Harvey, Hans Albers. 
Dir. Robert Siodmak. 80 mins. Rel. 


Dir. Miguel Torres. 


duly Annabella. Dir. Rene Ciair 


Dir. Max Ophbuels 


farce Dir Max (bai 30 mina Hei 


From a Sholom Aleichem 
15. Rev. Nov. 21. 


Woridkino). 
mins. Rei Nov 


G. 


Ma~ 
Dir. 


Stolz musica: Willy Forst. Dir 


Rev. June 13. 


Otto Wallburg. Dir. Viktor 


‘Ger.) Musica) farce. Camilla Spira 


May 30. 


Mystery satire. Weiss Ferd]. Dir 


fantasy. Jose Mojica. Dir. Frank 


Dir. Henri Dia- 


Raimu. Dir. Chas 


Mo; (Capital). Musical comedy. 120 mins 


Weiss-Ferdl 





: 


Hillstreet Doubles 
May Bring on New 
L.A. Boxoffice Tiff 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Downtown boxoffice battle threat- 
ens again as a result of RKO’s de- 
cision to institute a double feature 
policy in its deluxe Hillstreet, start- 
ing June 1. Move is expected to 
force Warners and Fox West Coast 
to adopt similar policies in their 
downtown acers, and will probably 
bring a retaliation move by Mike 
Rosenberg, head of Principal Thea- 
tres, who is expected to throw the 
Orpheum, with its dual pix and five 

acts of vaude, into a 15c. grind. 
Warners and Loew’s State now 
charge a 55c. top for straight single 
pix programs. RKO Hillstreet has 
been maintaining a 40c. top with 
the same policy, and would con- 





tinue that price under its dual 
policy. 
Subsequent run houses in the 


downtown sector are also expected 
to figure in any price cutting that 
may result from the new Hillstreet 
policy. 

RKO’s move at this time, when 
southern California exhibs are wag- 
ing a bitter fight to eliminate duals 
and return to single features, is 
regarded by those exhibs as likely 
to prove disastrous to their project, 
and pressure is being brought to 
bear on RKO execs, here and in 
New York, to induce them to hold 
off on the Hillstreet. 


U’s Cinema Course 


Syracuse, May 21. 

‘To give the student a cultural 
approach to the ‘cinema in its sev- 
eral manifestations,’ Syracuse Uni- 
versity will introduce a course in 
cinema appreciation in its dramatic 
department next September. 

Course is being prepared and will 
be taught by Prof. Sawyer Falk, ex- 
trouper. 


INDIANA FINALLY GIVES IN 
Indianapolis, May 21. 

After a dizzying cycle of policy 
‘changes under the direction of I. M. 
Halperin, operating for Katz-Feld, 
the big 3,100-seat Indiana is sched- 
uled for shutters May 27. 

House has seen every known 
policy change since first of the year. 
Stage shows were in and out, both 
units and vaude; prices were upped 
and lowered; every day but Mon- 
day and Tuesday was tried for 
opening; double feature was the 
last resort. 














Film Reviews 








THE BLACK CAT 


(Continued from page 15) 

couple temporarily caught in the 
manor. It is the playful notion of 
that nasty man, Karloff, to make 
the bride Exhibit A in a devil cult 
of which he is the head, and it is 
the final revenge of Lugosi just be- 
fore dynamite destroys the whole 
manor and the cult, to torture his 
enemy by skinning him alive. 

This skinning alive is not new. 
It was done in a Gouveneur Morris 
story, ‘The Man Behind the Door,’ 
filmed during the war. A truly hor- 
rible and nauseating bit of extreme 
sadism, its inclusion in a motion 
picture is dubious showm2nship. 

That devil-worshipping cult is 
also close to the border. It is 
glossed over, but it may be argued 
that it is not called by its right 
name and that the true nature of 
the rites is not disclosed. General 
public probably won't savez. Since 
the subject is too hot to handle 
anyway, it seems gratuitous to drag 
in a meaningless sequence that 
doesn’t make sense without knowl- 
edge of the ‘black mass’ legends. 

Corpses standing upright in glass 
cases and operating table murders 
are other tricks which the story 
uses. Edgar Allan Poe’s name is 
used for publicity purposes. All that 
is used is the title which belongs to 
a Poe short story. 

Karloff and Lugosi are sufficient- 
ly sinister and convincingly de- 
mented. Jacqueline Wells spends 


most of her footage in swoons. 
Land. 


BEYOND BENGAL 


Harry Schenck production_and Showmen’s 
Pictures re‘ease. Animal film with chiefly 
native cast. Silent with seund narrative. 
No credits. At Gaiety, N. Y., starting 
May 16. Running time, 65 mins. 

Wild animal feature with good 
box office potentialities. It isn’t a 
big-timer, but will do for the houses 
it’s likely to play. On double bills 
it should be a novel departure from 
the usual fare, at least. 

A story that was intended to 
heighten the interest, but has a con- 
trary effect, makes most of the 
trouble. It tends to make the action 
incidental in tou many spots, where- 
as at all time the animal studies 
should be on top because the ani- 
mals, not the story, give the pic- 
ture what value it possesses. 

Two photographic highlights con- 
cern hand-to-hand combat by native 
guides with elephants and croco- 
diles. Crock stuff may hav: lost its 
sting for audie ces through the 
Florida crocodile farm shots often 
contained in the newsreels, but in 
the pachyderm sequence this pic- 
ture has a most interesting and 
thrilling spectacle. ‘ 

Natives, skimming along on frail 
rafts, trail an elephant herd through 
aswamp. A few of the bulls turn 
on them, pitching them into the 








Saison In Kairo (German) (Ufa). 
Fritsch. 
Sang d’un Poete (Fr) (Ricci). 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 7. 


Schicksal der Renate Langen (Ger) (Genera)). 
Dir. Felix Guenther. 


Drama of 4 tae life. 
Feb. 15. 


tians, Franz Lederer. 
Simple Tailor (Russ) (Amkino. 
track. Dir. V. Vilner. 70 mins. 
Sobre Las Olas (Mex.) Catine). 
mins. Rel. March 


Serment, Le (Fr.) sda 
Rel. March 1. Rev. March 20. 


Sohn Der Weissen Berge (Capital) (Ger.). 
Dir. Mario Bonnard. 


aoe ae the Mexican bandit chief. Dir. 


nate Mueller. 


Sombra de Pancho Villa (Sp) (Col). 
M. C, Torres. 70 mins. Rel. Mar 


Spy, The (Polish) (Capital). 
Stern von Valencia, Der (Ger) (Ufa). 


Tausend fur Eine Nacht hg As egeeee 


Mack. 70 mins. Rel. 


Tochter Der Regiments, Die yom (General). 


Musical comedy. Renate Mueler, 
Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 


Jean Cocteau’s idea of modern films. 60 mins. 


Historical romance. 


Heavy drama of love. 


Drama. > + 


Wily 
25. 


80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 


Domestic drama. Mady Chris- 
70 mins. Rel. Oct. 16. 


Silent with sound 
7 


Rel. 
Dir. Ramon Peon. 


Dir. Abel Gance. 90 mina 


Alpine drama. 


Luis Trenker, Re- 
75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 


Rel. March 1. 
White slave traffic in Europe. Liane 


Haid. Dir. Alfred Zeisler. Rel. April 15. 

| Storch Hat Uns Getraut, Der (Ger.) (General). Lil Dagover. Dir. Herman 
Kosterlitz. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Tannenburg (Ger) (European). Military drama. Hans Stuwe. Dir. Heinz 
Paul. 85 mins. Rel. March 15. 

Tante Gusti Kommandiert (Ger). Romantic comedy. Hansi Niese, Max 
Adalbert. Dir. Carl Heinz Wolff. 70 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Farce. Trude Berliner. Dir. Max 


Military musical. Anny Ondra. 


Dir. Karl Lamac. 70 mins. Rel. Apri! 1 

Trenck (Ger) (General). Military drama. Dorothea Wieck. Dir. Hans Paul 
and Ernst Neubach. 80 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Traum von Schonbrunn (Ger.) (Generai). Musical. Martha Eggerth. Dir 
Johannes Meyer. 85 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. June 6. 

Und es Leuchtet die Puszta (Ger) (Ufa). Musical romance. Wolf Aibach- 
Retty. Dir. Heinz Hille. 80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Verkaufte Braut (Ger) (Kinematrade). Smetana’s operetta diluted. Jamila 

Novotna. Dir. Max Ophuls. 80 mins. tel. April 15. Rev. May 1 

| Vi Som Gar Koksvagen (Swedish) (Scandinavian). Musical. Rel. April 15. 


j 


1 





Volga Voiga (Fr.) (dubbed English) (Kinematrade). 


Adventure of a Cossack 


Robin Hood. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dee. 25. 

Wandering Jew (Jewish American) (Yiddish). Terror of Hitler regime. Ben 
Ami. Dir. George Rolland. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Wie Sag Ich’s Meinen Man? (Ger) (Ufa). Farce. Renate Mueher. Dir. Rein- 
hold Schuenzel. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Wenn Die Liebe Mode Macht (Ufa) (Ger). Comedy with music. Renate 
Mueller. Dir. Frank Wenzler. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Yiskor (Yiddish) (Gloria). Revamp of silent. Maurice Schwartz. Dir. Sidney 
Goldin and George Rolland. 80 mins. Rel. May 15 Rev. June 6. 

Zwei Gute Kameraden (Ger.) (General). Military musical. Fritz Kampers 


Max Obal. 75 mins. Rel. 


Key to Address 


Dir. 


|; Acme, 56 East 14 St. 


Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Blue Ribbon Picts., 154 W. 55th. 
Capita) Film, 630 Ninth Ave. 
DuWorld Fiims, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Embassy Picts., 729 Seventh Ave. 
European Film, 154 West 65th. 
Filmchoice, 509 Madison Ave. 
Garrison Films, 729 Beventh Ave. 


Nov. 15 


Genera) Foreign Sales. 729 7th Ave. 
Gloria Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Jewish American, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th. 


Edward Ricci. 66 Fifth Ave 
Palestine-America Films, 189 2d Ave. 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W. 424. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave 

Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 


water; in a couple of spots the ele- 
phant appears to make a thorough 
job of it by trampling the men after 
spilling ‘em into the water. 
Crocodile sequence takes more 
footage than any other event and 


has been cut in to climax the jungle 
drama. It holds some real thrills, 
but not quite enough to warrant the 
attention paid. Natives are gobbled 
up by the ugly reptiles, sometimes 
in realistic fashion, at other times in 
a stagey manner. Sut all excep- 
tionally well done. 

Kids won't mindany of it, but the 
women are likely to find some bits 
too cruel For instance, there’s a 
‘gator devouring a cute and harm- 
less little honey bear, and a python 
squeezing the life out «* a small 
monkey. The close-up shooting of 
tigers and a leopard vr two is also 
rather gory. Offscreen narrator 
goes out of his way to explain each 
killin, as having been - necessary 
and in self-defense, and his strenu- 
ous and repetitious effort to explain 
things only accentuates the doubt. 

Harry Shenck made the picture 
and is the chief figure on the human 
sid: of the cast. ‘here is a white 
woman, playing the role of a Brit- 
ish scientist, in support, but not 
billed. Others are natives. 

Picture was made in the jungles 
of ths Malayan Peninsula. The ‘co- 
operation’ of Phra Abhaivonge, 
native potentate, is acknow mae 

Bige. 


Very Honorable Guy 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Stars Joe E. Brown. Directed by Lloyd 
Bacon. Story by Damon Runyon; adapta- 


tion, Earl Ba‘tdwin; photog, Ira Morgan. 
At Strand, Brooklyn, week May 17. Run- 
ning time, 62 mins. 
Feet Samuels...........++... Joe Brown 
Hortenee...... Soccccecece weve White 
Dr. Snitzer..... TTTTITT TTT Tee Robert Barrat 
The Bra@in......eee....+++--Alan Dinehart 
Toodles ...... 04066008 Cesecs Irene Franklin 
aT eeeccece Hobart Cavanaugh 
Moen O' MarB.ceccccccsssses Arthur Vinton 
nohp econ eeseecsse--George Pat Collins 
Ge savendgeees Co veccccceccces Harold Huber 
OTeOI® cccccccccce ecvesvcee’s James Donlan 
EEOITY ccccccosegccecende Harry Warren 
Ge sssdacs $02400denes cpesiass tensa Al Dubin 





There are a couple laughs in this 
Joe E. Brown comedy but they’ 
have to be very attentive to get 'em. 
The Brown pan and actions go some 
distance in making up for the lack 
of situations and dialog, but on the 
whole the 62 minutes sums up a dis- 
appointing session. 

Picture will need full support of 
Brown’s fans to get anywhere. Sup- 
porting company headed by Alice 
White on the love interest isn’t 
strong enough’ either, to help much. 

‘Honorable Guy’ is first-running 
as half of a double bill at the Brook- 
lyn Strand. Picture hagn’t first- 
runned in New York as yet. 

Again Brown does a sap who 
thinks himself a smart guy, but a 
guy whose word is his bond. 

While story had possibilities # 
hasn’t worked out that wey, 


Balto Store’s Free Pix 


Baltimore, May 21. 

Latest entrant into town’s exhib 
biz is The Hub, downtown dept. 
store, which has organized a mixed 
kids’ club and is showing films free 
on Saturdays on an all-day grind 
basis from a 16mm. projection ma- 
chine. Flix thus far have been lim- 
ited to indie shorts and cartoons, 
together with results of screen tests 
taken by store of me xibers of club. 
Tests are being made to _ select 
aetors for a picturized pageant hon- 
oring Maryland’s tercentenary year. 

As yet the downtewn houses 
haven’t squawked about the free 
shows, but there is talk of register- 
ing a complaint. 


Lawton Adds Two 


Stanley Lawton, who _ recently 
turned the George M. Cohan, Broad- 
way legit house, into a double fea- 
ture grind, has taken over operation 
of the Mecca, at 14th street and 
Avenue A, N. Y., which has been 
closed, and has obtained the Pros- 
pect, the Bronx, under a lease. 

Both will play duals. 














PAN, H’WOOD, STICKUP 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Ira Darnell, assistant manager of 
the Pantages, and W. R. Quann, as- 
sistant treasurer, were held up in 
the office of the Hollywood theatre 
Sunday afternoon (26) at the point 
of revolvers and safe tapped for 
$720, Saturday’s receipts. 
Turner Discovers Columbus 
Terry Turner has joined RKO in 
charge of RKO theatres in Colum- 
bus. Two spots in Columbus are in 
the Nat Holt 
out of Cleveland. 
Turner was the former super- 
vising chief of RKO theatre adver- 


division supervised by 





tising. 
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Massachusetts Legislature Votes 


News Equality to Yankee Web 





Boston, May 21. 

Marking a clear-cut victory for 
the Yankee Network News Service 
in its controversy with newspaper 
representatives at the Massachu- 
setts State House, the Joint Com- 
mittee on Rules of the House and 
Senate Whursday (May 18) 
passed a resolutiou introduced on 
April 30 by: Rep. Craven of Boston 
which gives the radio news service 
an equal footing with the press in 
the matter of gathering news at the 
State Capitol. The passing of this 
resolution eliminates the last stum- 
block of the web's service, 


on 


bling 


‘ which during the last two months 


has had. many, 

Fight was precipitated when the 
State House Press Association, voted 
to exclude the Yankee web repre- 
. sentative from the use. of the press 
room at the State House. Editor- 
in-Chief Dick Grant immediately 
went*on the air asking for public 
support of: his: campaign to give 
listeners full news. coverage by 
radio, and the support was quickly 
forthcoming. Rep. Craven filed his 
resolution as a’ result of the public 
clamor, and the public hearing be- 
fore the Joint Rules Committee 
drew a record crowd. 

Supporters of the Yankee network 
took the position that news is pub- 
lic property, and that since the 
State House Press Room is sup- 
ported by the public it should be 
open to any legitimate newsgather- 
ing organization serving the pub- 
lic. Opposition from newspaper- 
men was chiefly on the ground that 
if doesn’t take the same type of 
facilities to gather news for radio 
as for the press, but the argument 
was not impressive, 


Young, Rubicam 
Use Southern 


Local Talent 


Fletcher's Castoria is supplement- 
fing its Wednesday night show, 
starring Albert Spalding, over CBS 
with a local campaign in the south- 
ern area. In all instances local tal- 
ent will be used. 

Programs to date have been con- 








tracted for on WSB, Atlanta; 
WCSC, Charleston, S. C., and 
WJAX, Jacksonville, Fla. On the 


latter two outlets it’s two quarter- 
hour sessions a week for 13 weeks, 
while the Atlanta station is set for 
a Thursday night half-hour show 
over a period of 26 weeks. 

Young and Rubicam is the agency. 


BAR WCAU SPECIAL 
ELECTION RETURNS 


Philadelphia, May 21. 
Press-Radio Bureau nixed 
WCAU's attempt to air the Philly 
election returns from the Morning 
Record. Contact had been made by 
Leon Levy with J. David Stern's 
local sheet for news service from 





the paper, but sheet hesitated for 
the Bureau's okay, which wasn’t 
forthcoming. 


Station handled returns as a com- 
mercial hour show and snared news 
by setting up a direct wire in the 
Democratic headquarters, while one 
or two other sheets in Philly fur- 
nished returns on the Republican 
side on the q.t. 

It is expected that the difficulties 
which arose out of Tuesday's elec- 
tion radio broadcasts may culmi- 
nate in some arrangement by 
WCAU for news facilities. 


MILLS BROS. PROLONG STAY 


Mills Bros., who left for the other 
side April 28, have had their book- 
ings in Europe extended to Au- 
gust 1. 

Original deal was for four weeks, 
which would have wound up the 
team’s stay June 2. 





Reversing Greeley 





San Francisco, May 21. 

Four Coast defenders have left 
for New York and Radio City, leav- 
ing the local NBC headquarters in 
favor of berths back there. It’s an 
outgrowth of invitations extended 
at one time or another by M, H. 
Aylesworth and Richard C, Patter- 
son Jr., of the network. 

Nelson Case bowed out of the an- 
nouncing staff this week to pack 
his wife and two youngsters off to 
the big town. He's succeeded by 
Harlan McCoy. M. O. Smith and 
Ernest Wilmshurst have transferred 
from the Coast technical depart- 
ment to that of the network in New 
York. Fourth, also a_ technician, 
Jerry Williams, left several weeks 
ago. 


OPPOSE CHANGE 
IN ENGINEER 








SCALE 


Washington, May 21. 

Further changes in wage and 
hour provisions of broadcast code 
relating to studio engineers were 
opposed last week by Radio Broad- 
cast Code Authority by a vote of 
6 to 2. Supplemental report dis- 
cussing working conditions of tech- 
nicians was filed with NRA, com- 
pleting ‘study of this question 
ordered by President Roosevelt and 
Gen, Hugh Johnson. 


Recalling that their previous re- 
port showed 11.9% gain in number 
of technicians, 9.8% cut in hours 
and 21.1% jump in payrolls, codists 
concluded: 

‘Since (1) the effect of the code 
has been to materially increase the 
employment of broadcast techni- 
cians, to materially shorten their 
hours and increase their pay; (2) 
the full effect of this increase was 
not disclosed in the report, but has 
been augmented by subsequent ad- 
justments; (3) the industry is now 
employing more technicians at 
greater aggregate salaries than ever 
before in the industry’s history. 

‘And since any further reduction 
in the hours of labor or any in- 
crease in the minimum wages paid 
broadcast technicians, in the opinion 
of the Code Authority, will oppress 
and may eliminate small radio 
broadcasting enterprises and will 
tend to promote monopolies, we 
recommend that no changes be made 
in the wage and hour provisions of 
the code.’ 

This conclusion was approved by 
John Sheppard, 38d, John Elmer, 
James W. Baldwin, Isaac Z. Buck- 
walter, M. R. Runyon and Frank M. 
Russell, and opposed by Edward N. 
Nockles and Marion H. Hedges, with 


campaign to recorded affairs. ; 


‘Private Jones,’ written by Richard 


Seth Parker Will Shoot 
A South Seas Film 


Phillips Lord, better known as 
Seth Parker, is scheduied to star in 
another picture, ‘Destination Un- 
known,’ to be made in the West In- 
dies. Lord is in Caribbean waters 
aboard his schooner on a proposed 
round-the-world trip. 

Arcturus Pictures is mentioned 
as the producer, Herrick Herrick as 
director and Alice Wessler as, lead- 
ing woman of the proposed film. 
Three years ago, Lord starred in 
a feature for Radio Pictures, NBC 
affiliate, 


KOTEX’S RIVAL 
TRYING RADIO 


Modess is due to make its bow on 
the air within the next month, ‘using 
local talent in several spots already 
selected for a series of 15-minute 
programs. In each case a regis- 
tered nurse will be engaged to do 
the reading of the plug. 

Programs will be so scheduled in 
the morning that they will get the 
housewife listener after the men in 
the family have gone off to work 
and the kids dispatched io school. 
Account may later on extend its 








Kotex, rival product, has unsuc- 
cessfully been trying to find a satis- 
factory program idea for years. ¢ 





LOWE SHELL’S AGAIN 
Hollywood, May 21. 
Edmund Lowe goes back on the 
Coast NBC Shell Show tonight (21) 
in the feature spot. 
He'll have the lead in a one-acter, 


Schayer, which was once a play and 
then picturized. 





Alfred J. McCosker 


and responsibilities of six different 
categories of engineers, codists dis- 
cussed in question-and-answer form 


work of chain and station techni- 





and James 
Kiernan. absent. 


Outlining detailed nature of duties 


the qualifications required,’ and 
cians, concluding that the present 
system of licensing is inadequate 
and that the present license grading 
system could not be used as a basis 
for regrouping broadcast engineers 
for code purposes and wage classi- 
fications. 

This portion of the report was 
criticized by Shepard, Runyon and 
Buckwalter in two minority reports, 
which pointed out that no exhaust- 
ive survey was conducted along 
these lines. Shepard and Runyon 
observed that the conclusions are 
directly in conflict with existing 
conditions, classifications are inac- 
curate, qualifications listed are 
erroneous, report lacks clarity, is 
misleading, and has been hurriedly 
compiled, while Buckwalter_ said 
that report should be submitted as 
statement by Baldwin rather than 
views of whole C.A. All three agreed 
with majority, however, that under 
existing conditions it is impossible 
to adopt practical classifications ac- 
curately describing duties and re- 
sponsibilities of engineers. 





NBC Returns to Band Booking 





Better Outlook and Profits Taken by CBS 
Prompt Dept. Revival 





NBC is returning to the band 
booking business. According to 
plans currently under discussion the 
network will within the next two 
months set up in the artists’ bureau 
a separate staff devoted to the sell- 
ing and booking of dance combos. 

Motivating the web in its resump- 
tion of a sideline that it dropped 
almost two years ago are two fac- 
tors. One is its belief that the im- 
provement in general conditions has 
immeasurably bettered the money 
outlook for bands, with the result 
that they can be sold at prices 
broad enough to bring NBC size- 
able commissions. Other persuasive 
element has to do with the report 
that the Columbia Artists’ Bureau 
has for the first four months of 
1934 brought that network over 
$100,000 net profit from its band 
placement business. 





Actuated by this harvest, CBS 
has recently proceeded to expand 
the latter phase by adding a couple 
band bookers in the New York of- 
fice and assigning Ralph Wonders, 
bureau manager, to re-establish a 
band booking staff in Chicago. 

At the present time NBC is not 
booking a single dance aggregation. 
Before it quit the field the network 
had eight bands going out of Chi- 
cago and allied with it through the 
New York office such units as Paul 
Whiteman, Russ Columbo, Buddy 
Rogers, and Bill Scotti. NBC has 
no understanding with the Music 
Corporation of America that would 
prevent it from going into competi- 
tion with that organization. There 
is a possibility that the Lombardos* 
will with the completion of their 
contract with MCA, this summer, 








swing their management. 


leside Stul—Rado 


Last week's issue of Varimry included a special section dedicate to 
Rudy Vallee as ‘An American Institution’. It was an unusual se 
for this or any other paper. 

Such a gesture within a trade, business or profession speaks for itself, 
So far as Tin Pan Alley is concerned, its appreciation to Vallee ig of. 
set by Vallee’s self-acknowledged and oft-repeated statement that j¢ it 
weren't for the music men’s songs he would be without a source of jn. 
come. It is this manifestation of respect and regard by a performer for 
the services rendered him by the song-makers which makes sincere the 
Tin Pan Alley salute. And as significant were the sundry others who 
collaborated—the artists, tradesmen, NBC network, songwriters, instru. 
ment makers, et al. 

Vallee’s survival, in lieu of radio’s element of speedy demise. brought 
about the professional salvo. to Vallee as ‘An American Institution’, 
Various reasons are quoted within the trade for this but the one which 
carries the most weight, and seems more logical than the others, points 
to headwork. 

It has been some time since Vallee has forced himself. dawn front on 
his broadcasts and the inauguration of his variety hour, in which he has 
stayed behind rather than in front of the program, has unquestionably 
had much to do with sustaining his position. Both the implied modesty 
of this deportment and the graciousness with which Vallee introduces 
his. co-workers or his songs, and the tact, not only strikes a responsive 
chord generally, but with show people in particular. And the latter 
group has never been easy to convince on professional generosity ges- 
tures before an audience. They're always looking for the ‘catch’ but 
there doesn’t seem to be any in Vallee’s case. It's merely something he 
has worked out for himself in a highly competitive field, apparently 
enjoys doing it and it comes under the head of something business men 
recognize as ‘good will’. 





Ction 





Crosby Gaige's Radio theatre, which he had primed for the Broadway 
theatre on 53d street and Broadway, N. Y., hasn't as yet materialized, 
It may although it hasn't gotten beyond the estimating stage. 

Gaige’s idea is the last word in a mating of commercial radio and the 
visible audience. It’s primed for a grind, with the theatre rostrum ag 
a visible broadcast studio to feed into all stations, depending on which 
picks up the program, Thus there would be a permanent installation 
from all stations into the Broadway theatre. 

The technical estimates given Gaige for the Broadway proved that the 
new ‘directional mikes’ would circumvent any necessity for a glass cur- 
tain or difficulties in pickups, sans audience noises, since these sensitive 
mikes can be switched to pick up only what they are directed at, hence 
the name, ‘directional microphones’. 

Gaige planned the Radio theatre as a constant feeding source for any 
and all types of radio stations. Thus in the afternoons, to plug the 
waits, high school orchestras, amateur reporters, songpluggers and the 
like, who comprise the type of talent which feed the lesser stations in 
N. Y.- They could be picked up from his theatre. Ditto the big programs, 

Gaige planned to charge an'‘admission fee for these visible broadcasts. 
He also wanted each major commercial program utilizing his Radio 
theatre to pay him around $4,000 a month for the facilities, they of course 
defraying their usual line charges. In return he’d give 'em room for dis- 
plays of the commodities, possible free sample counters for groceries and 
new products of that nature, ete. Idea hasn't gotten beyond that. 





Radio again cleaned up on Los Angeles newspapers in the treatment 
ot two big news yarns breaking within a half hour of each other. These 
were the finding of William F. Gettle, the arrest of his abductors and 
the discovery of June Robles. 

While bulldog editions carried only fragmentary details of the two 
stories, all local radio stations were able to beat the sheets to the punch 
with almost complete yarns at 9 and 10 p. m. 

KNX, which has been waging an independent fight against the official 
press air stuff and the local papers, was in a particular fine spot with 
its biggest news period. of the day going on at 9 p. m. Unusual was 
that as the announcer was giving out the details the last of the kid- 
napers was nabbed, allowing interpolation of the announcement of the 
capture ‘just five minutes ago.’ 

KNX was tipped to the finding of the Robles child by prepaid long 
distance telephone call from Tucson. 





Chicago Tribune has been running a series of articles by Arthur Sears 
Henning, its Washington correspondent, on the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion. Last week station WGN received a letter from the FRC mention- 
ing a complaint against ‘profane’ language over WGN as of 10 p. m, 
May 1. WGN log reveals that James Beck, former Republican solicitor- 
general, was speaking at that time and that no record of profanity exists. 

W. B. McFarlane, vice-president of WGN, in answering the RFC letter, 
made a general denial of any broadcast profanity. WGN professes mys- 
tification over the allegation. ' 





Judgment for $1,755 against the Adams Broadcasting Service, Inc, 
was filed last week by the Columbia Phonograph Co. with the New York 
County clerk. Award followed a suit brought by the recofding outfit 
to collect a bill for transcriptions which it alleged had been due for over 
two years. 

Operating the debtor firm at the time was Jack Adams, who subse- 
quently served as president of the Federal Broadcasting Corp., lessee of 
WMCA. 





Woodbury soap has expressed itself as anxious to recontract Bing 
Crosby for a minimum of 26 weeks, starting in the early fall, but the 
warbler prefers to refrain from making a new deal. until later in the 
summer, Meanwhile he will consider the proposition made by a Sunday 
night food account and also one from a femme accessortfes manufacturer, 
for whom it’s to be a debut in radio. 

Crosby has decided not to come East this summer for a tour of one- 
nighters and deluxe picture house stands. 





Portland, Oregon, employers have turned to radio as a means of influ- 
encing the public as to labor troubles. With the entire waterfront upset 
by a strike of longshoremen, the employers’ association used two broad- 
casts over station KEX to win public support. Week before, the Port- 
land bureau of police, in need of 100 men to help keep order along the 
waterfront, made two announcements over the air, and within a few 
hours were swamped with applicants. 





CBS objects to the airing of the word ‘Thy’ in connection with the 
song, ‘Love Thy Neighbor’, for fear of evoking a kickback on sacrilegious 
grounds, while NBC leaves intact in the script of the Ipana show of last 
Wednesday night (16) the following gag: 

‘Last year our society fed 14,000 birds. 
good for a one horse town.’ 


We should think that’s pretty 





New York Herald Tribune has been requested to substantiate a@ 
editorial statement that the Democratic administration has made thé 
radio stations of the country ‘the spokesman of the New Deal and largely 
restricted to government propaganda’. 

Herald Tribune is regarded as the number one Republican newspaper 
of America. 
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Allege Last-Minute Deals Made 
At Less Than Musicians’ Cost 


+ 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Threats are being made locally 
by some stations that they will 
protest formally to the . Federal 
Radio Commission unless indirect 
rate-cutting of certain stations is 


stopped. 
Alleged cut-rating is in the form 


of selling broadcast periods for less 
than the cost of the musicians in- 
volved. Offending stations saddled 
with minimum numbers of musi- 
cians prefer to get anything rather 
than allow the musicians to play 


entirely at station expense on a 
sustaining basis. Accordingly and 
especially at the last minute a pol- 
icy of ‘no offer refused’ is assertedly 
followed. 

Naturally under these circum- 
stances card rates are laughable. 
More serious, however, is the fact 
that the practice is unquestionably 
a violation of the radio code. 


NBC Adjusts Rate Card 
To Obviate Technical 
Infraction of Code 


NBC’s sales department has dis- 
covered that the web’s rate card 
contains something that is contrary 
to the NRA code for the broadcast- 
ing industry. Finding had to do 
with the policy of selling stations 
in split groups and networks when 
the rate card specifically states that 
the outlets noted are available only 
as a group. Radio code provides 
that the terms offered an advertiser 
shall be in exact accordance with 
those contained in the broadcaster’s 
rate card. 

Realizing that the phrase ‘avail- 
able only as a group’ makes all 
split groups and networks what it 
terms ‘technical violations of the 
code,’ the network has decided to 
put out on May 25 a new set of 
cards with the group stipulation 
eliminated. NBC sales heads at the 
same time advised their staffs that 
the erasure of this clause is not to 
be taken as a move on the part of 
the web to ease up the strictures 
against aoe ee networks or groups. 


WBAL CHASING BIZ 
IN DEADLY EARNEST 


Baltimore, May 21. 

WBAL, 10,000-watter, is going, 
for the first time in its existence, 
decidedly commercial. Is stepping 
@ut and scrambling for accounts. 

Owned by the Consolidated Gas & 
Electric Co., station has recently 
been incorporated as a separate en- 
tity. After a string of losing years, 
biz perked last annum and the 
ledgers sported a faint stain of 
black. Current year looks to stamp 
the blackness much more deeply. 
Local card rate has been lopped 
$60 per hour, from $300 to $240, but 
that figure is still tops for the town. 

Oddly, the power company never 
used the station as a self-exploitive 
medium and the parent never re- 
ceived billing of any sort that would 
identify station as an affiliate. 

















Rice, Henshaw on Tour 


Cincinnati, May 21. 

Jack Rice, prez of the Interna- 
tional Radio Club, Miami, Fla., and 
Don Henshaw, studio director of 
WIOD, Miami, visited L. B. Wilson 
and Elmer Dressman, chief and 
Publicity director, respectively, of 
WCKY, last week and also in- 
spected the new WLW 500,000-watt 
transmitter plant. 

They’re whooping up the Inter- 
national Radio Party to be held in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., in November, 
while enroute to Toronto, Ont., 
where Henshaw is to publicize a 
centennial expo. 








NAB Convention 


National Association of 
Broadcasters will convene in 
Cincinnati for the annual get- 
together Sept. 17-18-19. 

Previously announced dates 
of Sept. 10-11-12 were altered 
when it was discovered there 
were four other conventions 
carded for Cincinnati at the 
same time. Broadcasters 
needed more elbow room. 


DOCTORS WANT 
AIR QUACKS 
CURBED 














Utica, May 21. 

Radio broadcasting of patent med- 
icine advertising is a serious dan- 
ger to public health, according to the 
house of delegates of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York 
at its annual convention here. 

The organization will instruct its 
delegate to the American Medical 
Association’s annual meeting in 
Cleveland to recommend a central 
national clearing bureau of the 
medical profession to rule on com- 
mercial programs advertising a va- 
riety of proprietary household rem- 
edies. 





Albany, May 21. 

Distributor of a mineral waftr 
crystal (not Crazy Crystals) for use 
in bath sought in vain to have Sta- 
tion WOKO plug the product as 
curing anything from rheumatism 
to a corn on the foot. 

Talk was finally confined to em- 
phasizing that it was invigorating 
and healthful. 


McClelland’s Associate 
In Third Network Idea 
Gets NBC Boston Job 


John A. Holman has servered 
himself from George B. McClel- 
land’s third network project to join 
NBC as manager of WEBZ-WBZA, 
Boston-Springfield. It’s the second 
time for Holman on the NBC pay- 
roll. He was there for a while as 
manager of WEAF after NBC took 
that outlet over from the New York 
Telephone Co, Before coming with 
McClelland, Holman was for five 
years with the telephone company’s 
Albany office. 

With the installation of Holman 
the network has revised Walter E. 
Myer’s title. His previous handle 
read ‘New England Sales Repre- 
sentative for NBC’ From now on 
it’s NBC national sales rep for New 
England. 


Boice, Gettinger 0. 0. 


Chicago, May 21. 
H. K. Boice and W. C. Gettinger, 
sales chieftains of CBS, are headed 
back to New York after a look- 
around and a series of conferences 
in the Detroit and Chicago areas. 
It was the first visit of Gettinger, 
the new CBS sales manager, to the 
local office, and his tour was more 
in the nature of a get-acquainted 
handshake. 

















Storer’s Siesta 

George Storer is in Detroit for a 
week taking a rest under doctor's 
orders. 

Nothing serious, but with four ra- 
dio stations to supervise, the broad- 
easter was going it too hard. Doc 
put him to bed for a few days. 





‘SENATE GIVES ILL 
BILL A FAST OKAY 


Lone Dispute Is Over Wag- 
ner - Hatfield Amendment 
—New Clauses on Low 
Power Stations, License 
Terms—5 Man Commis- 
sion 


NON-PROFIT SCRAP 


Washington, May 21. 
New form of Government control 
of radio broadcasting within the 


next few months became a virtual 
certainty last week as Senate ap- 
proved the Dill communications- 
control bill. House committeemen 
speeded consideration of the com- 
panion Rayburn measure, and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt told Congressional 
leaders action must be taken on this 
problem before adjournment occurs. 

Dill bill went whooping through 
the Senate without even the for- 
mality of a record vote after less 
than four hours debate. Equally 
expeditious action is anticipated in 
lower branch of legislature some 
time this week. Bill was okayed 
almost without change, only con- 
troversy of importance centering 
about the Wagner-Hartfield amend- 
ment which was snowed under. 

Hearings before House Interstate 
Commerce Committee progressed 
rapidly with telegraph and tele- 
phone executives occupying witness 
stand most of the time. Revision 
of measure is expected nearly this 
week and Chairman Rayburn hopes 
to have the two bills in conference 
by this weekend. 

A five-man commission would be 
created by the Dill bill to assume 
present radio control functions of 
Radio Commission and telephone- 
telegraph control duties of Inter- 
state Commercé Commission. Basic 
principles of present radio law are 
reenacted but sweeping new powers 
to control cable, wireless, telegraph, 
and telephone services are provided. 

Rigid safeguards are thrown about 
the entire communication system to 
prevent growth of monopolies. The 
measure directs the new agency to 
make certain that anti-trust laws 
are not violated and an amendment 
offered by Senator Dill prescribes 
that the commission must distribute 
broadcast licenses in a way to pre- 
vent monopolistic control of the 
air. 

Non-Profit Programs 

The fight over statutory allocation 
of facilities to religious, educational, 
social, and other non-profit enter- 
prises, provided 
Hatfield amendment which called 
for cancellation of a'l licenses in 90 
days and allotment of 25% of all 
assignments to this class, was the 
most intensive controversy. Reject- 
ing the disputed amendment by a 
count of 42 to 23, the Senate side- 
tracked the issue by writing into 
the bill a section requiring the new 
commish to investigate and report 
on the proposal to allocate fixed 
percentages of facilities to particu- 
lar types or kinds of non-profit pro- 
grams or persons engaged in non- 
profit activities. Commish repori 
would be due Feb. 1, 1935. 

Scrap over this issue, which threw 
entire industry into near panic, 
found Chairman Dill stubbornly re- 
sisting the Wagner-Hatfield idea. 
Siding with Dill was Senator White 
(Maine), co-author of present law. 
Supporting Wagner and Hatfield 
were Senators Fess (Ohio), and 
Copeland (New York). 

Complaining that under present 
requirements 98% of broadcast 
facilities are used by commercial 
stations, Wagner called on Senators 
to ‘consider that the privilege to 
use the air is allotted to radio sta- 


tions without any compensation be- 
ing paid the Federal Government,’ 
and said 25% allocation ‘seems so 


fair that I cannot understand the 
opposition to it.’ 
Leading the opposition, Dill point- 


«Continued on page 32) 


NEW AIR BOSSES ON 








F armers Strike Leader Not Libeled | 


By WIMJ When Speaker Called 
Him ‘Racketeer’ Jury Decides 


+ 





Congratulatory Rib 





Cincinnati, May 21. 
L. B. Wilson sent the fol- 
lowing ribbing wire to John 
Clark, WLW impresario, the 
day the latter station went 
super-power: 


‘Coming in like a ton of 


bricks. At first I thought it 
was WCKY. Congratulations 
to Cincinnati, one minute from 
Covington.’ 

(Signed) L. B. Wilson, 





in the Wagner- }] 











NBC WILL POP 
NEW RATES BY 
JULY 


Indications are that NBC will by 
the end of July be prepared to an- 


nounce a revised scale of network 
rates. Committee, made up of ex- 








Milwaukee, May 21. 

WTMJ, the Journal station here, 
was not guilty of libel when Joseph 
D. Beck, commissioner of agricuk 
ture of Wisconsin, called Walter M, 
Singler, president of the Milk Pool 
and leader of three milk strikes in 
the state, a ‘racketeer,’ a jury im 
La Crosse circuit court has ruled, 
Singler sued the radio station and 
Beck for $100,000. 

Singler’s suit was based on a talk 
by Beck over the station May 165, 
1933, during a milk strike, when 
Beck called on his listeners to tread 
with care and branded Singler as a 
‘racketeer’ who ran away from the 
battlefront. 

Singler, who drew nation-wide ate 
tention within a few weeks, rising 
from an unknown farmer to leader 
of the biggest daivy workers’ organ- 
ization in the middle west, was 
charged during the trial of the case 
with playing politics by suing. 

Milk Pool head has adopted a 
singular front in his journeys 
through the state, wearing a five 
gallon hat, goatee and mustache, 





ecs from the sales and other divi- 
sions, which has been working on 
the assignment for several months, 
recently received instructions to ex- 
pedite its report. 

Web is trying to arrive at a gen- 
eral readjustment of linked station 
prices through scientific methods. 
Aiding the committee, headed by 
Roy Witmer, v.p. in charge of East- 
ern sales, has been a staff of mathe- 
maticians, statisticians and engi- 
neers. New rate setup will be based 
on population, signal coverage, com- 
petition from other outlets in the 
community or surrounding area, 
relative station popularity, etc. 

In preparation for the revision job 
NBC last fall had signal surveys of 
affiliated outlets on both the red 
and blue link made. Results of these 
probings have been kept secret 
within the organization. 


Dixie’s Vallee Break; 
12 Summer Droppees 
Stay, 7 More Added 


Standard Brands will not this 
summer make the usual retrench- 
ments in the radio budget by elim- 
inating 12 stations in the south 
from the Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann 
yeast hookup. Food packer is not 
only retaining these 12 outlets but 
seven others spotted in the south- 
eastern region. Lineup boost goes 
into effect with the May 31 broad- 
cast and gives the program alto- 
gether 54 stations. 

Outlets slated to be tacked on are 
WRVA, Richmond; WPTF, Raleigh; 
WWNC, Ashville; WIS, Columbia; 
WJAX, Jacksonville; WFLA or 
WSUN, Tampa, and WIOD, Miami. 


Gene Austin Files 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Gene Austin has filed a petition 
of voluntary bankruptcy in Federal 
court, listing liabilities of $62,449, of 
which $55,625 is in unsecured claims. 
Estmates value his assets at 
$28,200. 

















Elder Michaux’ Revivals 


Washington, May 21. 


Elder Michaux, local Negro evan- 


cowboy boots and flowing tie to off 
set his severely black suit. 

Jury, in bringing in a _ verdict 
against Singler, announced Beck 
had made a ‘fair comment on the 
acts of Singler.’ 


Blackman Agency Grief; 
NBC Won't Let Account 
Quit Before Contract 


Blackman agency finds itself 
jammed up with NBC over Hudsone 
Essex’s decision to withdraw the 
Terraplane show from the red 
(WEAF) loop the last Saturday 
night in May (26). Network has ad» 
vised the account direct that the 
walkout on the contract won't go. 
Agreement, signatured by the Black- 
man Co., agency on the account, the 
web pointed out, doesn’t expire un- 
til the end of June. 

Car manufacturing outfit is going 
through with its Wednesday night 
program on the blue (WJZ) string. 
Contract for this one also expires 
the end of June, 


WGN DAILY BASEBALL 
CLIENT OFF LOSERS 


Chicago, May 21, 
Walgreen baseball play-by-play 
accounts on WGN, the Chicago 
Tribune station, will ride with the 


winning team of Chicago only. Sta- 
tion, at the instigation of the spon- 
sor, has arranged to concentrate on 
the Cubs team, and will follow the 
team around the country instead of 
dividing time between the Cubs and 
White Sox for the home games. 
With the White Sox in the cellar 
of the American League the cliant 
feels that the team hasn’t the news 
value or interest of the Cubs games, 
Is willing to go the extra coin for 
wire charges in order to string 
along with the winner. 
However, both the 
the client will keep 
friendship with the White Sox wy 
not deserting them entirely. Will 
give the Sox home games five free 
announcements each day before 














station and 
faith and 





gelist, who goes on CBS from 
Church of God weekly, will take 
over Philadelphia Arena for series | 
of revivals, May 30 to June 10. 


Net shows will be picked up from | 
Quaker town. 


‘play ball’ is called. Not only WGN 
but the other baseball stations such 
as WEBM, figure on picking up the 
White Sox play-by-plays as soon 
as the Sox get back into the first 
division, if and when. 
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Radio Chatt 
N y rk WQDM, St. Albans, Vt., for adver- 
ew 0 tising. 
Opening of the navigation season 
on Lake Champlain brings the ac- 
Lennen & Mitchell publicity re-| count of Champlain Marine and 
lease quotes Dave Friedman, Block | Realty Co., Inc., to WCAX, Burling- 
& Sully’s author, to the effect that | ton, Vt. ; 
‘time-tried jokes get the biggest Carol Benedict, 17-year-old Nor- 
laughs.’ walk blue songstress lately apres by 
: rICcc idge , ition 
silly Rose, husband of Fanny | WICC, Bridgeport, gets audi 
Brice. Rrowtnes wrote a letter ~s this week with Vincent Lopez. _ 
Billy Rose, announcer-balladeer of _— <oore™ ete ae, ee 
any Sche . , ing ate eb S¢ < & » € siey, 
WGY, Schenectady, asking the lat linist, replacing Felice Raymond 


ter to use another name on the air. 
Understood the Schenectady Rose 
replied he does intend to change his 
monicker. 

Ethel Osterhout, assistant to Asa 
O. Coggeshall, program director, and 


until 1933, piano soloist and accom- 
pianist over WGY, finished ten years 
of service with the station last week 
and then resigned in order to pre- 
pare for her coming marriage to 
Kurl D. Hoffman, chief engineer of 
the Liuffalo Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion ana a former member of WGY's 
technical staff. , 

Ozzie Nelson played to the so- 
ciety eds during his stay in Wash- 
ington and the radio columnists 
didn't like. 

Revelers with their all-day re- 
hearsing in the office between are 


driving E. P. H. James and Philip 
Carlin to something, vow these 
NBC execs. Frank Black as the 
quartet’s arranger has it using his 
layout. 

Irving Mills, Duke Ellington and 
Cab Calloway manager, is now a 
Kentucky colonel. 

reorge Hall, leaving the Taft in 
June for a four-week tour of one 
nighters down South. 

Chester Miller tries to make Max 
Baer's assignment in the Goodrich 


Tire’s script show over NBC a 
recreation from his fight training 
chores. 


Joe Cook moves with the Colgate 
House Party to a Monday night 
spot June and does his first broad- 
cast for the account from the 
Coast June 18. 

WHAM has received requests for 
outlines of its evening school 
Wtirses from 18 states and two 
provinces in Canada. 

Ruth Berentsen and Clare Nowak, 
WHAM’s Mrs. Thrifty Buyer and 
daughter Pru, have returned from 
New York where they went by air- 
plane. 

Arthur Bagley is in his ninth year 
of being bright and cheery on the 
Metropolitan Life’s health exercise 
programs, the first of which hits the 
air over the NBC-WEAF Eastern 
network at 6 a.m. Bill Mahoney 
has been playing the piano for these 
conditioners six years. 


New England 


George Rector, prior to being in- 
terviewed on WEEI, Boston, was 
questioned extensively on the best 
way to cook trout by four optimistic 
members of the station’s staff, 
Charlie Burton, Vic Whitman, Ed 
Gisburne and Phil Baldwin wanted 
to be well prepared for their an- 
nual fishing trip to Rangely Lakes, 
Maine. 

Managers of the five’ stations 
comprising the New England net- 
work meet in Portland, Me., June 1, 
and somewhere on Sebago Lake, 
June 2 and 3. Object: More ac- 
counts and salmon. 

Ozzie Nelson and his band with 
Harriet Hilliard in Boston at River- 
view Ballroom. Were featured in 
a half-hour spot over Yankee web. 

Ethel Grenier held over another 
week at Boston’s Cocoanut Grove. 

Ed Philbrick, WEEI controlman, 
was formerly attached to the Nan- 
tucket Lightship. W. W. Perry, of 
Reading, one of the victims of the 
crash, was a frequent visitor to the 
WEEI studios and a buddy of E. B. 
Rideout. 

John Clark producing a _ radio 
dramatization of the movie, ‘House 
of Rothschild,’ over WBZ, Boston. 

John Wardell, former WNAC an- 
nouncer and conductor of the old 
Ted and His Gang, just finished 
climbing the Alps at St. Moritz, 
Switzerland. He writes that is now 
headed for Germany. 

Ten members of the radio crew 
of the German cruiser, Karlsrhue, 
visiting Charleston Navy Yard, paid 
a visit to the Yankee web studios 
and the transmitter at Squantum 
the other day. They were very in- 
terested in the American mechanics 
of broadcasting. While waiting for 
the crew to be assembled, the web 
representatives were treated to 
some beer in the officers’ mess. The 

served was brewed and bottled 
in Boston! 

Nick Parkyakakas, Boston Greek 
dialect comedian, appearing at the 
Metropolitan for a week. 

Idle Hour theatre, Hardwick, Vt., 
is the latest addition to the group 
of theatres using WDEV, Water- 
bury, as an advertising medium. 

Still another WGY group, 
Frazier’s Boarding House,’ 
making personal appearances 
Vermont. 

Aunt Almira Products Co., of Bur- 
lington is sponsoring a weekly pro- 
gram on WDEV, Waterbury, Vt. 

Rexall Magic Hour is new feature 
over WDEV, Waterbury, Vt. 

Several roadhouses in Southern 








‘Ma 
cast, 
in 


(the Melody Girl), Don Ragonese 
and Jo Luciano on WICC's nightly 
Merry-G o-Round commercial 
frame. 


Julian Woodworth's ex-NBCers 
playing benefit dance in Bridge- 
port. 

Claude Hopkins CBSerenaders 
doing their final Eastern ballroom 
stint prior to theatre tour next 


Sunday at Roton Foint Park, South 
Norwalk. 
Marge Hull's 
landed Trinity 
prom job. 

Dot Taylor, 


WwicCasters, 
Hartford, 


boys, 
college, 


‘Connecticut’s Radio 
Personality Girl,’ has broken with 
the Musical Mariners and is tem- 
porarily off WICC, Bridgeport. 

Rocky Clark, radio ed of ‘Bridge- 
port Times-Star,’ exploiting Peggy 
Doyle's new ballroom, Stratford, 
premiering Friday with a one-week 
stand of Tal Henry’s North Caro- 


Ohio 


‘Tea Leaves and Jade’ is the title 
of a new Sunday night 30-minute 
sustainer on WLW, Cincy. Pro- 
gram dramatizes old Chinese leg- 
ends, under direction of Harry Hol- 
comb. 

Another new gratis blast on 
Crosley’s 500,000-watter is the bi- 
weekly broadcast by the University 
of Cincinnati Glee Club. Hits the 
air every other Tuesday at 6:15 p.m. 


Nebraska 


Selma Levin trying a new home- 
makers hour at WAAW, Omaha. 
Eddie Butler back at the console 
of the Orpheum, Omaha, for his re- 
quest programs after three months’ 
absence. 

Prof. Floyd Temple back in Omaha 
on theatre tie-ups after six weeks at 














WHO and others around Des 
Moines, 
Lyle Gordon and Marguerite 


Lainson a new romance team click- 
ing on the UFS electric kitchen 
daily broadcasts. 
Town becoming acquainted with 
CBS favorites with the synchroniza- 
tion of KFAB and WBBM filling 
up those evening hours formerly 
closed to CBS. 
Johnny Gillin at the mike for the 
broadcast via WOW of the George 
Olsen band’s charity hop at the 
Chermot Ballroom for the World 
Herald benefit. 

Omaha baseball games at Western 
League park definitely off the air. 

John Henry, congressional candi- 
date, getting his work done through 
secretary, Isabel Dickason. 


Alabama 


Al Stanley, orchestra leader, back 
with station WSFA, Montgomery, 
from local hotel. 

Louis Farrior, started a few weeks 








ago as an announcer, at WSFA, 
Montgomery, rated as having 
clicked. 


Walter Graham, Montgomery boy, 
now connected with station at Co- 
lumbia, Ga. 


North Carolina 





Eleanor and George, ‘Singing 
Sweethearts’ on WSOC, Charlotte, 
signed for new series of commer- 
cials for the Lucille Shop. 

A. B. Chamberlin, chief engineer 
for the Columbia Broadcasting com- 
pany, returned to New York city 
after completing an intensity survey 
for WBT, Charlotte. 

‘Do You Remember?’ is the title 
of a new program series that has 
been started over WWNC, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., for the Bon March de- 
partment store. It deals with inter- 
esting news happenings in Ashe- 
ville 20 years ago and also traces 
the corresponding growth of the 
store over that period. 

Crazy Water Crystals has signed 
for five 15-minute spots a week 
over WWNC, Asheville, N. C., using 
sweet-voiced instruments and sing- 
ers to present a period known as 
‘Souvenirs.’ 

Charlotte, N. C., Rotary club was 
entertained at its weekly luncheon 
meeting by the stars from ‘Rose- 
wood and Ivory’ from WBT. Par- 
ticipating in the special program 
were: Margaret Chesick, George 
Frasier, and Peter Martin. 

Arrangements have been com- 
pleted for establishing a special wire 





Quebec are using the facilities of 


wer 


from the studios of WDNX, Dur- 


ham, N. C., te the University of 
North Carolina, located 12 miles 
away at Chapel Hill, for use in orig- 
inating a number of regularly fea- 
tured programs at the university. 
Figures compiled last week from 
‘Dancing by Request’ program over 
WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., showed the 
following popular tunes: ‘A Thou- 
sand Good Nights,’ requested 47 
times; ‘Why Do I Dream Those 
Dreams,’ requested 32 times, and 
‘She Reminds Me of You,’ requested 
31 times. 

‘J.F.G. Special,’ program of the 
JI.F.G. Coffea Company, Knoxville, 
Tenn., over WWNC, Asheville, N. C., 
uses Pender Rector and his Musical 
Crew. Listeners also submit jingles 
to the J.F.G. Jingle Man for weekly 
prizes in coffee to the authors of 
those adjudged best. . 

Hubbard Sisters are appearing on 

the ‘Circus of Life’ program over 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., sponsored by 
the Carolinas distributors of General 
Electric refrigerators. They are 
billed as the ‘Queens of the Arena.’ 
They sing hot sweet numbers. 
A new morning program on WSOC, 
Charlotte, N. C., is that of the Hav- 
erty Furniture Company known as 
‘Morning Moods.’ It is unique in 
that it uses a woman announcer, 
Miss Jeanne Gaston. 





Tennessee 


John Lewis, baritone, WSM, pre- 
senting ‘Vocal Daguerreotypes,’ 
based on negro music of the Recon- 
struction Period arranged by George 
A. Miller. 

Opening a new series of programs, 
Lasses White’s Minstrel company of 
30 people gave a performance be- 
fore 250 representatives of Standard 
Oil of Louisiana. Occasion was 
marked by the visit of three officials 
of the company from New York, 
C. A. Snyder, advertising manager; 
R. R. Cunningham, sales promotion 
department, and J. E. Skehan. The 
show on this particular occasion 
was presented in the main dining 
room of the Hermitage hotel. 
Beasley Smith’s Suppertime Re- 
vue, presented each Tuesday night 
at 7 o’clock from the studios of 
WSs, is headed by the Piano Twins, 
Beasley Smith and Marjorie Cooney 
in fast rhythm and late popular 
numbers, with an array of talent, 
including the Waller Brothers, Ruth 
and Rod, WSM’s Two R’s of Har- 
mony; Claude Sharpe, tenor; John 
Lewis, baritone; Christine Lamb, 
contralto; Margaret Ackerman, s0- 
prano; Bobby Tucker, pianist; June 
Moody, blues singer, and the Jam 
Trio, consisting of Opie Cates, Rod 
Kent and Bob Casey; David Stone 
announces the program. 

Aaron Campbell Mountaineers are 
now being presented on WLAC, in 
Nashville, Tenn., every week day 
morning from 6.30 till 7 o'clock. 


IIinois 


Harry W. Flannery moves in from 
WoOw0O in South Bend to take over 
an announcer job at WIND, Gary. 

Lou Cowan throwing a press 
agent party for Anson Weeks’ or- 
chestra. 

Ralph Waldo Emersons deserting 
the WLS organ for a short vacash 
which takes in the coast territory. 

Wayne King and family heading 
to California for their six-week lay- 
off. 

Ed Voynow is champ ping-ponger 
of the Wrigley building. 

Frank Schreiber into hiding until 
the Golden Gloves tourney is over 
due to annie oakley requests. 

Dave Nowinson blasting out con- 
tinuity down in WIND. 


Pacific Northwest 


Seattle’s Chamber of Commerce 
grabbed off Al Pearce and His Gang 
last week when the bunch was play- 
ing on the Fifth Avenue theatre for 
a personal appearance and perform- 
ance at the Chamber's building. KJR 
broadcast. 

Barney Goodman, KOMO-KJR, 
Seattle, staff pianist, working stand- 
ing up after returning from a week's 
forced vacation due to a fall in the 
bath tub. 

KOMO-KJR, Seattle, performers 
training for a big golf tournament 
among themselves. 

Abe Brashen, KOMO-KJR, Seat- 
tle, music director, already boasting 
that his six-pound daughter, born 
on Mother’s Day, is musical. 




















Pennsylvania 


Stanley Roberts, ex-WCAU war- 
bler with Vincent Travers’ band, 
goes to the shore with Fred War- 
ing’s crew this summer. 

Hugh Walton, WCAU_ word- 
slinger, lost his shoes. 





Maxie Solomon newly elected 
WFI representative. 
Enzo Aijita, tenor of the CBS 


Household show, due for a spot with 
the Philadelphia Grand Opera unit 
next season. 

Julius Seebach in Philly last week 
to inspect the new WCAU music 
crew, and catch new studio director, 
Jan Savitf, in action. 





Swell voice of Diane, warbler on 
the Ice Company’‘s newly distributed 


New Radio 


——=B 


Control Neor 





(Continued from page 31) 


ed out that from the organization 
of the Federal Radio Commission 
until Jan. 1, 1932, only 81 applica- 
tions were received from educa- 
tional stations. Added that 32 were 
granted in full, 27 in part, 10 denied, 
and 10 dismissed at request of ap- 
plicants. 

Argument was made by Senator 
Fess that ever since broadcasting 
has developed, slight attention has 
been given educational, cultural, and 
religious matter. Declaring the 
statutory proposal was ‘rather an- 
tagonistic to my way of thinking,’ 
Ohioan said that curbing profit ele- 
ment would correct ‘pollution’ of 
the air. ; 

Objections were voiced by Sena- 
tor Couzens (Michigan), who point- 
ed out that the amendment offers 
no yardstick for allocating licenses 
and does not require stations ‘to 
broadeast any religious or educa- 
tional programs at all,’ and Sena- 
tor Clark (Missouri), who said that 
bogus ‘non - profit’ transmitters 
would spring up under such con- 
ditions. 

Debate brought out the fact that 
few commercial broadcasters are 
realizing profits under present con- 
ditions, and Dill contended that size 
of investment would make it diffi- 
cult for educational and cultural 





discs, causing plenty of comment 
around the country. 

Bob Mack off for a vacation in 
Bermuda. 

Manny Sacks set to handle the 
National Open Tourney from the 
Merion course with Ted Husing. 

Talk is that the Ritz-Carlton in 
Philly will become a new nitery 
with change in staff going into ef- 
fect. 





lowa 


Wayne Miller again with the 
technical engineering staff, WOC, 
WHO, Des Moines. 

Bess Caplan added to artists staff, 
KSO, Des Moines—with Dark Town 
Strutters and variety programs. 

‘Perky’s Huskers,’ hillbilly quar- 
tette added to WOC-WHO barn- 
dance, includes Ronald Perkins, 
Willard Sapp, Chas. Massey and 
Woody Callahan. Perkins is a 
@usin of Chic Taylor of the ‘Ken- 
tucky Ramblers.’ 

Ray Orrick added to the sales 
staff, KSO, Des Moines. 

WOC-WHO’s ‘Four Novelty Aces’ 
going to WLS Barndance. 

Beer accounts gaining at KSO— 
beer now seven and churches five. 

KSO to broadcast dog races and 
music from White Derby, opening 
May 18. Al Morey and Rudy Baie 
bands. 

‘Babe’ Didrikson’s on air at KSO 
last week—to be followed by Ralph 
De Palma—then Sally Rand. 

KSO and KWCR have appointed 
Greig Blair & Spight, Inc., repre- 
sentatives for both stations. 


Georgia 


Ed Petry, a visitor to WSB, At- 
lanta, accompanied by Ed Voynow, 
of Chicago office. 

W. Heckman, vice-president of 
the Welch Grape Juice Co., looks 
over radio situation at WSB. 

Guy Lemmon, of Benton and 
Bowles, a visitor at WSB, Atlanta. 

F. A. Mecklenburg, of commercial 
department WHK, took a peek at 
WSBD’s stuff. 

Hubbell Robinson, of Young and 
Rubicam, here to supervise opening 
of Fletcher’s Castoria broadcast on 
WSB. 














Maryland 





Lou Becker’s ork back on ether, 
this time via WCBM, Baltimore. 

Bob Maslin, jr., back to Baltimore 
from N. Y. quickies. 

WFBR, Baltimore, staff out en 
masse for Mayfair Gardens open- 


ing. 

Stewart Kennard has a new gas- 
buggy. 

Jerry Thalheimer, Keith vaud 
vet, now a WCBM pianola tune 
tinkler. 


WFBR reception quarters through 
alterating process. 

Val and Ernie Stanton, currently 
on Hipp’s stage, broadcast over 
WFBR. 

Purnell Gould, WFBR, hopped to 
Chi for station managers’ pow-wow 
called by Ed Petry Agency. 

WFBR is priming special 12th 
anniv, program for June, which will 
be fed the NBC red ribbon. 

WCBM’s ‘Three Girls in Blue,’ 
GBS feature, are really Emma 
Baum, Alean Gabel and Elizabeth 
Palmer. 

Beth Turner (Mrs. Bert Hanauer) 





recalled to the Big Burg by NBC 
for another pipes audish, 


groups to make use of their oppor 
tunities. 


Individuals controlling the indus- 
try were condemned as shortsightea 
by Senator Hatfield who said com. 
mercial broadcasters should con- 
cede ‘an opportunity to go upon the 
air and at reasonable hours.’ Hat- 
field asserted that ‘we are the only 
important country in the world that 
places control of radio facilities in 
the hands of those who seek private 
profit.’ 

New Clauses 

A few new features of significance 
have been included in the revision 
of the existing radio law but the 
general theory of the Davis-White 
act remains foremost in the new 
legislation. 

One of the outstanding novelties 
is a clause exempting from quota 
calculations low-power stations in 
order to give greater facilities to 
sparsely-populated western states. 
Originally this provision exempted 
stations of 250 watts. The com- 
mittee cut the limit to 100 watts 
and the Senate adopted an amend- 
ment leaving the final decision in 
the hands of the commission. 

Limit on terms for which licenses 
may be granted was cut from three 
years to one with actual time left 
in hands of the commission. This 
provision drew concerted fire from 
broadcasters who have just suc- 
ceeded in urging commission to in- 
stitute system of year licenses in- 
stead of six-month permits. 

Ban against foreign ownership of 
broadcast companies was strength- 
ened to prohibit granting of licenses 
to 1—any alien or his representa- 
tive; 2—any foreign government or 
its representative; 3—any foreign 
corporation; 4—any corporation 
with an alien officer or director or 
with more than one-fifth of its 
stock in the hands of foreign resi- 
dents or corporations; or 5—any 
subsidiary corporation controlled by 
a company with less than 75% of 
its officers and directors American 
citizens or more than 25% of its 
stock foreign-held. 

Sections requiring equal treat- 
ment for candidates for public of- 
fice prohibits censorship of mate- 
rial broadcast and discriminatory 
rates. Licensee may refuse to per- 
mit use of his station by all persons 
for political purposes. 

New law specifically bans _lot- 
teries, gift enterprises, and other 
schemes offering prizes dependent 
on chance and imposes fine of $1,000 
or sentence of one year for each 
offense of this nature. 

Changes are made in provisions 
of present law governing appeals 
from commission decisions but 
new law specifies that action of 
any division of the new agency 
shall not be appealed to the full 
commission. Commission orders 
and decisions may be taken to the 
local court of appeals, but new fea- 
ture allows individuals who did net 
initiate actions which resulted ad- 
versely to appeal to three-judge 
district courts. 

The provision banning monopolies 
was strengthened by the Dili 
amendment which said that the 
commission’ shall _ distribute li- 
censes so that no single licensee or 
organization shall exercise domina- 
tion over broadcast facilities of any 
community, city, state, or the coun- 
try by purchase, leasing, chain 
broadcasting, or other method. 

Communications 


Most sweeping new powers re- 
late to control of telegraph and 
telephone communications, making 
enterprises of this sort subject to 
almost the same sort of supervision 
as are the railroads. A number of 
these provisions will benefit broad- 
casters indirectly. 

The new agency has complete 
authority to approve or reject rate 
schedules for interstate service of 
any kind, to force extensions of 
lines and physical connections with 
competing carriers, to establish 
through routes with different scales 
of charges, to investigate and re- 
port to Congress on intercompany 
relationships, to evaluate compan- 
ies’ properties in order to decide 
a fair return on investments, to 
prevent interlocking directorates, to 
approve small mergers or consoli- 
dations. 

Provisions banning discrimina- 
tory charges, practices, classifica- 
tions, and services give the com- 
mission power to control rates 
charged for land-wires in connec- 
tion with network operations. The 
commission also may compel tele- 
graph or telephone companies to 





extend their services whenever 
public necessity requires added 
) facilities. 
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AGENCIES ASK OWN EVENING 
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Commission. 


practices or claims in question. 
finally registered in this form. 
Radio Commission is 


indirectly. 





Trade Commission Scans Scripts 


Federal Trade (net Radio) Commission has asserted jurisdiction 
over program continuities for commercial programs. 
1 broadcasters must file copies of sponsored scripts with the Trade 


This is the first important step taken by government authorities 
to curb objectionable advertising over the air. 
Trade Commission decides any specific program contains advertis- 
ing claims of untrue or objectionable character the commission will 
seek a promise from sponsor and broadcaster to desist from the 


Mounting agitation against certain kinds of radio advertising 


aimed at misrepresentation is still pending. 
specifically denied the right of program 
censorship by law although in effect it can exercise much influence 
Radio Commission eliminated the unsavory advertising 
of mentalists, seers, and the more obvious quacks who enjoyed a 
benanza in the early years of broadcasting. 

There has been some overlapping of Trade and Radio commissions 
heretofore but this appears to be the most forthright supervision 
of radio ever attempted by the Trade Commission. 


Starting July 


In cases where the 


Meanwhile the Tugwell bill also 








Washington, May 21. 
Campaign to raise standards of 
radio blurbs is described by com- 
mish as undertaken ‘in a spirit of 
co-operation.’ Agency 
pointed out that, instead df moni- 
toring broadcast programs, it is 
asking co-operation of stations and 
voluntary submission of scripts. 
Following examination of copy, 
commission will notify broadcasters 
of matter considered offensive and 
ask for help in improving the char- 
acter of any particular advertising. 
Efforts will be made to get broad- 
casters to sign stipulations covering 
these situations; recalcitrants will 
be subject to cease-and-desist or- 
ders which, if disregarded, will be 
followed by legal moves to compel 
obedience to commish mandates. 
Exemption is granted individual 
stations only in the case of net- 
work programs, which will be sub- 
mitted by chain headquarters, and 
electrical transcriptions, which will 
be offered for examination by 
makers. Government postal franks 
will be supplied stations to save 
expense in submitting data. 
Warning First 
Move is outgrowth of Congres- 
sional pressure to force government 
control without running afoul of 
cries of censorship. Radio com- 
mish has been urged on numerous 
occasions to undertake crusade of 
this sort, but has professed inabil- 
ity because of restrictions on its 
legal powers, although roundabout 
methods have been used such as 
were employed to drive Dr. Floyd 
Brinkley, ‘Hello World’ Henderson 
and others off the air. Trade com- 
mish reported to have agreed to 
take up fight with support of radio 
commish and Sor talline bloc in Congress. 


MILWAUKEE EDITORS 


friendly 





IN CHICAGO WEEKLY | 


Chicago, May 21. 
Milwaukee dailies have started 
sending their radio editors down to 


radio 
ether 


Chicago regularly, all of the 
eds making this town’s key 
Spots at least once weekly. 


This is due to the competition of | 


the Chicago dailies, particularly the 


Chicago Daily News and the Tri- 
bune, both of which have large cir- 
culation in Milwaukee and vicinity. 
Tribune publishes a regular Mil- 
Waukee edition and has a_ per- 
Manent staff in the beertown. Main 


Chicago stations 
like a blanket. 


cover Milwaukee 


AGNES AYRES AUDITIONS 


Chicago, May 21. 
Agnes Ayres, picture star of the 
Silent days, auditioned at NBC here 
last week. Has a script idea. 
Lately Miss Ayres has been play- 
NE some vaude time in the mid- 


| Behind Advertising Clean-Up Is 
Spirit it of Friendly Co-operation 


+. 





Coll P.A’ng WMCA 


Fred Coll is the new publicity 
head at Station WMCA, New York. 
Appointment made by George Storer. 

Coll resigned a combination post 
at WPEN, Philadelphia, last week 
and started immediately at WMCA. 
He was in New York previously. 


South African 
Govt. May Take 
Over All Radio 








Capetown, May 2. 

There are strong rumors that the 
South African government may 
take over the broadcasting stations 
at present controlled by African 
Broadcasting Corporation. It is 
considered that the present stations 
at the principal towns only cover a 
radius of 100 miles from each cen- 


ter to insure clear reception of any 
value to the listeners in, but the 
isolated parts of the country out- 
side the limit is in the dark as re- 
gards broadcasting. Part of the 
government scheme will apply to 
the use of broadcasting education 
to thousands who live in remote 
parts of the country where school 
facilities are nil. Atmospherics 
play a big part in poor reception to 
the districts within control of the 
stations. 

Whole matter will be fully dis- 
cussed when the postmaster gen- 
eral, who is overseas, returns to 
South Africa at the end of May. 

It is rumored that Sir John Reith, 
director-general of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, may be 
invited by the South African gov- 
ernment to come over here to in- 
vestigate, and advise regarding the 
idea of taking over and the improv- 
ing of broadcasting. 





Mitzi Green’s Agents 
Lose Suit Against Her) 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Joe Keno, sued by William Meikel- 


FAVOR &-HOUR 
DOMINATION 


Benton and Bowles and 
Young and Rubicam Lead 
Move to Build Complete 
Evening Programs Di- 
vided Among Various 
Sponsors Clearing 


Through One Agency 


IN THE FALL 


Judging from maneuvers now go- 
ing on it won’t be uncommon this 
fall to find a single advertising 


agency spanning a network’s entire 
evening schedule with a consecutive 
string of programs coming under 
that agency’s control. This would 
build an evening’s performance like 
a stage revue. With this stretch 
of choice time all to itself the agency 
figures that it will be in a position 
to frame a bill of diversified enter- 
tainment running anywhere from 
two and a half to three and a half 
hours and at the same time garner 
for itself the evening’s consistent 
listener interest. 

Two agencies that have disclosed 
an interest toward the grouping 
plan are Benton and Bowles and 
Young and Rubicam. Former agency 
would like to bring together for a 
three-hour spread across NBC’s red 





\ (WEAF) link an evening composed 


of its Maxwell House Show Boat, 
Palmolive Beauty Box Theatre and 
Hour of Smiles (Lehn & Fink). In 
this combination the agency feels it 
would present one of the strongest 
and varied arrays of entertainment 
on the air and that this amalgama- 
tion couldn’t help but hold ’em tuned 
in here for the entire segment of 
the clock involved. 
60 Mins. Is Deluxe 

Setup contemplated by Young and 
Rubicam would knit together the 
Colgate House Party with Joe Cook, 
which is likely to go to a full hour, 
the Beatrice Fairfax show (La 
France washing powder),“and two 
other programs currently being 
worked on for fall unveiling. 

Indications are that the fall will 
also see a hefty increase in the per- 
centage of one-hour commercials. 
The 60-minute show, agency men 
are now convinced, has the advan- 
tage of building up the program’s 
popularity rating, and to back up 
this opinion they point to the fact 
that the Chase and Sanborn, the 
Maxwell House Coffee and the Rudy 
Vallee-Fleischmann shows have con- 
sistently held top rating in that 
order on the Crossley reports this 
season. 


CAMELS OFF FOR SUMMER 


Esty Agency Irked by CBS Direct 
Approach to Sponsor 





Camel drops its twice weekly obli- 
gation on CBS with the June 5 
broadcast. Cig packer intends to 
return to the air shortly after Labor 


Day, with the program ‘¢dramed 
around the same band it’s now 
using, Casa Loma. 

Complication between Columbia 


and the agency on the account, 
William Esty, developed when Hugh 
Kendall Boice, the network’s v.p. 
in charge of sales, contacted the 
R. J. Reynolds Co. direct in Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C. Without advis- 
ing the agency of his proposed trip, 
Boice tried to save the business for 
the summer by submitting a pro- 





john and Arthur Esberg, agents, in 
an attempt to recover 10% of the 
reputed earnings of his daughter. 
Mitzi Green, in connection with the 
making of a series of records for 
World Broadcasting Co., won a de- 
cision handed down by Superior 
Court Judge Pat R. Parker. 

Agents brought suit for $5,000, al- 
leging a contract whereby they were 





entitled to 10% of the juvenile 
actress’ earnings. They charged 
Keno had _ received upwards of 





West. 


$50.000 for the recordings 


gram composed of CBS. talent. 
Among the items suggested was a 
studio combo headed by Freddie 
Rich 
Session of 
week run 
setup 


June 5 will end a 26- 
for Camel’s current air 


Rolfe for White Rock? 
B. A. Rolfe is set to audition his | 
band for White Rock this week. 


Bottler is figuring on NBC as the | Elmer characterizations which he 


eleace for a warm spell rnr 


— 








Enrico, Jr. 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Counting on Enrico Caruso, 
Jr., to develop into a radio 
personality, KFWB announced 
him under a phoney name for 
his first appearance before the 
microphone. Station officials 
were afraid he might develop 
mike fright. 

Son of the famous tenor 
came through and at the next 
broadcast was billed under his 
right name. 


HEARST BUYS 
WHAD TO AID 
WISN 


Milwaukee, May 21. 
Purchase of station WHAD, Mar- 
quette University, by Hearst’s 
WISN has been announced by Gas- 
ton Grignon, manager of the latter 











station. 

Agreement of purchase is now 
being studied by the Federal au- 
thorities, who are also studying an 
application to transfer the license 
and equipment of the university 
station to Hearst. Deal was com- 
pleted by J. L. Kaufman, business 
manager of the radio division of 
Hearst Bnterprises, Inc., and Prof. 
William R. Duffey of Marquette. 
Purchase price was not revealed. 

WISN has been on the air for 12 
hours daily for the past three years 
with the exception of 45 minutes 
mornings, and an hour in the after- 
noon and night, when the wave- 
length went over the WHAD. Both 
stations are pioneers in Milwaukee. 
WISN first went on the air in 1922 
under the call letters of WIAO, later 
known as WSOE. In 1928 Hearst 
bought in and changed the letters 
to WISN, to designate his Wiscon- 
sin News. 

WTMJ, operated by the Milwau- 
kee Journal, is the only other local 
station. 


‘Use Own Judgment’ Rule 
For Football Broadcasts 


Lincoln, May 21. 
Big Six schools voted unani- 
mously at their annual spring meet- 
ing here Friday (18) to allow the 
decision for radio broadcasting of 
athletic events to rest with the in- 
dividual colleges. 


Nebraska’s coaching staff has 
been severely criticized for its 
stand against the broadcasts, but 


since football supports all the other 
athletic programs, it has to pay. 
Last year, the first year of the 
ether chokeoff, Nebraska’s gate 
picked up better than 35 per cent, 
which was a big factor in the Corn- 
huskers’ standing pat. It is indi- 
cated that Kansas U. and Oklahoma 
U. will not go for the airing of 
games either. ° 





Canton, 


Missouri, cellar winners for two 
seasons, has everything to gain and 
nothing to lose Kansas Aggies 
and Iowa State also likely to okay 
radio. 

Odd thing about the broadcast 
situation is that while radio sta- 
tions thought enough about the 
games to raise an awful squawk 
when rights were revoked, none of 
them has offered a school any 
money for what seems to be a 
natural listener program 

Harry Royale, now at WHBC 


presenting his Gertie and 


1 in Clevelnnd in 149° | 


) N. Y. ‘News Radio Scribes 
Sue Cantor and Mag. Over Story 


+ ——_— 


Two N. Y. 
mentators, 
Greenberg, have started two 
rate suits for $50,000 damages each 
against Eddie Cantor, Radio Guide, 
Moses L. Annenberg, Moses Koe- 
nigsberg and Herbert Krancer, the 
latter three officers of the radio fan 
weekly. All were served save the 
comedian, who is now in Hollywood. 

Cantor’s published statements al- 
legedly impugning the integrity of 
the New York radio editors is back 
of the suit. The interview was pub- 
lished in Radio Guide. 

It precipitated sundry squawks 
from almost every radio editor, all 
of whom have expressed themselves 
variously as feeling that Cantor is 
privileged to his opinions anent the 
radio editorial fraternity, but when 
he specifically labels all as being 
dishonest ‘with one exception,’ it is 
too much. Some are frankly un- 
concerned either for reasons of 
editorial policy (whereas the News 
is known to be backing up Gross 
and Greenberg soundly) or because 
they feel it’s another means of giv- 
ing Cantor publicity which they are 
loath now to do. 

Reid the Exception? 

The ‘excepted’ radio editor has 
been identified as meaning Louis 
Reid of the N. Y. American. Cantor 
is quoted as having so identified 
him. In radio circles Reid's edi- 
torial attitude hasn’t been any too 
favorable to Cantor. 

Suit is brought in Kings County 
Supreme Court to avoid congestion 
in N. Y. county and as a means to 
hasten an early trial. 

The Cantor vs. N. Y. radio edi- 


Daily News radio com- 
Abe 


sepa- 


Ben Gross and 


tors imbroglio is nothing new. Can-. 
tor has openly charged that the 


newspapermen and the radio press 
agents have been working too much 
hand-in-hand. Cantor’s attitude is 
that the scope of the radio show- 
manship as applied to merchandiz- 
ing is too sweeping to be limited to 
a strictly Lindy’s restaurant per- 
spective and has taken exception to 
the limited Broadway slant on radio 
reporting. 


WGAR, Cleveland, in. 
Union Wages but Not 
Union, Employes Back 








Cleveland, May 21. 
Studio engineers at WGAR who 
have been striking for higher 


wage scale have finally returned to 
the Cleveland station after a dead- 
lock for five months. 

Although no new agreement was 
signed by John F. Patt, station 
manager, it is reported that he con- 
ceded to union engineers’ demands 
for $45 per week for engineers with 
one year’s experience and graduat- 
ing up to $55 for workers of three 
years’ experience 

Despite the settlement WGAR is 
remaining open shop with two tech- 
nical non-union men on payroll, be- 
sides reserving the right to treat 
with non-union engineers separ- 
ately. 

Another union strike is imminent 
at WJAY, where engineers are 
threatening to walk out unless sta- 


tion comes to terms on a new wage 
schedule. WJAY may be taken over 
shortly by WHK, which plans to 


take it over as an added outlet 


Grunow’s Summer Fade 


Chicago, May 21 
Grunow refrigerator show lides 
off the Columbia web next week 
after a 13-week gallop. Eugene Or- 





|} refrig 


mandy, conductor of the Minnean- 
olis symphony, hotfoots it for some 
appearances in the East and a trip 
to Europe. 

Show mavyv return for Grunrow in 
the fall. Show has been an ap- 
parent click for the ice-he com 
pany, which is reported some 16,000 

erators hehind on current 
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Henschen, Songsmiths, Betty 

Crocker, and Donald Davis 
60 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

About a month prior to this full- 
hour assembly of champions of the 
sports world the same _ sponsor, 
General Mills of Minneapolis, bank- 
rolled a deluxe broadcast of stellar 
names of motion pictures, including 
George’ Arliss, Ronald Colman, 
Fredric March, Constance Bennett, 
Rupert Hughes, et al. Two pro- 
grams had the same motivation, al- 
though entirely different. Idea is 
by a marshalling of big names to 
command a tremendous audience 
for a one-time splurge. To that 
audience General Mills gives one 
message—eat more bread, it is — 
at- 


basis of nutrition, it is not 
tening. 
Each of the sports stars that 


came to the mike Saturday (19), 
at 8 p.m. E.D.S.T., had something 
to say about bread and the part 
it plays on the training table of 
athletes. It was a good idea to 
associate physical prowess and 
stamina with bread and to combat 
the prevalent notion that bread puts 
on weight. A good idea but rather 
clumsily carried out. Continuities 
were not too clever. Subject of 
bread was dragged in so awkwardly 
that the effect was to weaken some 
of the endorsements. 

In essence this was a 60-minute 
roll-call of paid endorsements. Pro- 
gram as a program was badiy paced 
despite the splendid + musical sup- 
port of Gus Henschen and the Song- 
smiths, the professional entertain- 
ers spanning the chasm of time 
between each athlete. 

Benny Friedman (football) and 
Joe McCarthy (baseball) clinched 
first place among the sporting world 
participants in the matter of.saying 
something worth hearing and say- 
ing it well. Elisworth Vines (ten- 
nis) copped runner-up honors. 
However, most of the athletes were 
Manexpectedly literate and -intelligi- 
ble. Jimmy McLarnin (boxing) gave 
a very decent spiel on his sport 
but fouled the word ‘food’, which 4 
h2 continually pronounced a la Milt 
Gross. Ed Frayne, sports writer, 
showed the greatest amount of 
microphone nervousness. 

Building a radio program, which 
fundamentally means an entertain- 
ment, with non-entertainers is al- 
ways risky, and General Mills did 
not put over a good entertainment. 
Probably it was a good stunt be- 
cause of the names and the wide 
fan following of the muscular gents, 
although seemingly the program 
appealed exclusively to men. Not a 
single woman athlete was included. 
That seems like a major omission 
and a lamentable oversight. Women, 
presumably, have a lot to do with 
the amount of bread consumed in 
America. Land, 


SILKEN STRINGS 


Charles Previn Orchestra 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WLS, Chicago 

Previn has an excellent radio or- 
chestral idea here; a flock of violins 
backed with one cornet and one 
piano. It has a powerful entertain- 
ment wallop over the loudspeaker, 
besides tying in neatly with the 
hosiery angle of Real Silk. It’s truly 
silken music. . 

This is the second series for Real 
Silk. The previous one had the Ted 
Weems orchestra and guesters. It 
Was only a so-so program because 
it was similar to so many other 
programs. 3ut this show is novel 
and distinct. On theme, style and 
idea association it clicks for this 
hosiery account. 

Commercial plugs for the most 
part okay but occasional dramatic 
sequences are out of line. One 
drama caught had a school teacher 
complaining to the principal that 
the children were poking fun at the 
holes in her stockings. And the 
principal said: ‘Well, use Real Silk 
hose’. This is absurd stuff and 
hardly belongs on a program so 
generally excellent. Smoother plugs 
are necessary for such a smooth 
program. Gold. 


GEORGE HINKEL 


Songs 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WNAC, Boston 

Reminiscent of the old vaudeville 
and minstrel shows, George Hinkel’s 
pleasing bass-baritone voice offers 
fifteen minutes of not too hard to 
take diversion. Billed ‘The Street 
of Dreams,’ also his theme song, the 
program is built from requests of 
listeners and is pretty evenly bal- 
anced between the.old timers and 
the pons of the ballad type. 

Having sailed along for a year on 
a sustaining basis, the station finally 


got a sponsor for the Street of 
Dreams. Cuticura Co. now paying 
the bilis. Whether or not Hinkel 


writes his own dialog, it is deftly 
cued into the song titles as is the 
sponsor's sales message, Plugging 
a shaving cream it can be said that 
the prozram is very much similar to 
the CBS ‘Singing Sam ’ series. 


KFI, Los Angeles 

While material -was oke on the 
May 13th issue of this weekly 45- 
min. program from Hollywood, lack 
of variety and repetition of RKO 
picture plugging handicapped. Only 
four items on a three-quarter of an 
hour program, heretofore diversified, 
were obviously too few for a na- 
tional networker. 
Chief offense in repetition and 
plugging was during the lengthy in- 
terview of Diana Wynyard by Jimmy 
Fiddler. Seemed as if too much ef- 
fort was taken to drive home the 
names of the various pictures in 
which this player appeared. Frank 
Buck was on for a relating of his 
jungle experiences, which was ab- 
sorbing but again marred by the 
picture selling spiels. 
Bright spot on the program was 
the crooning of Gene Austin who 
did three numbers, but antics of 
Candy and Coco, who troupe with 
him and a natural visually, were 
lost. Austin has a good radio voice 
and his material was jake, however, 
the stage mugging that goes with it 
from the two instrumentalists, espe- 
cially from Candy at the bull fiddle, 
just could not be put over through 
this medium. 
Jan Rubini’s orchestra stuff, and 
his fiddle numbers, nicely executed 
but not enough of it on a program 
so heavy with wordage. Stan. 





ROGER H. ECKERSLEY 

Talk 

10: Mins. 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Director of entertainment for the 
British Broadcasting Company on 
this, his first air talk im the United 


States, guested on. the Woman's 
Radie Review .over the NBC red 
network. Subject was ‘My, Impres- 


sions of America,’ and contrary to 
what might have been expected, he 
spent little time in discussing radio 
here. Eckersley did say that U. 8S. 
broadcasting was of high calibre in 
organization. technique and enter- 
tainment. 

: He- had not been able to accustom 
himself, he stated, to the ‘advertis- 
ing interpolations—of which there 
are none in England’—and to con- 
tinuous broadcasting, with no 
pauses such as are a regular part 
of the BBC’s schedule. Eckersley 
touched on the difference in the 
length of American and English 
programs, aerial talks in the “Tight 
Little Isle’ usually running for 20 
minutes or more and straight en- 
tertainment shots for an hour or 
longer. 

Strange as it may seem, in view 
of BBC directors’ supposed pref- 
erence for the highbrow and more 
pedestrian type of programs (from 
the American viewpoint), Ecker- 
sley’s talk revealed that he was in- 
terested in, and impressed by, the 
quality of the entertainment and 
the general elaborateness of New 
York cabarets. This was the only 
branch of American show business 
on which he touched, except for the 
brief remarks about broadcasting. 
Eckersley’s impressions of the U. 


S. A. led him to conclude the 
United States and England are 
‘pretty much alike.’ His address, 


or chat, was not the easiest in the 
world to follow, due to the com- 
bination of a decidedly English ac- 
cent, rapidity of speech, and a con- 
versational tone. Jaco, 


POSEY PLAYLETS 

Mason Moltzner, Constance Foltz 
and Harry Davis 

Serial 

15 Minutes 

COMMERCIAL 

KGW, Portland 

Notable among the dramatic pro- 
grams produced over KGW, station 
of the Morning Oregonian, is 
‘Posey Playlets,’ each complete in 
itself. Notable, because after play- 
ing 35 weeks, the program is still 
going strong and theres’ a contract 
signed up for next year. 

Imagine, if you will, a dramatic 
program starting out under the 
handicap of such a moniker, ‘Posey 
Playlets. Then suppose that each 
story had to be woven about flow- 
ers; finally, that such a program 
must draw visitors and customers 
to a floral house three miles from 
the center of Portland. That was 
the ‘Posey Playet’ setup at the start, 
but it has been no stumbling block. 
Credit for the series goes to Mason 
Moltzner, former dramatic player, 
and now radio counsellor of an ad- 
vertising agency. Moltzner writes, 
casts, directs and takes a leading 
part in each play. 


Always it is a human interest 
story, and in one way or another 
flowers are brought into every 


drama. During the last eight months 
the program has been on the air, 
the sponsor has used no other me- 
dium of advertising. In addition 
to Mr. Moltzner, two other KGW 
players have long been identified 
with ‘Posey Playlets.” They are 
Constance Roth Foltz, popular Port- 
land radio player, and Harry Davis, 
who takes the romantic juvenile 
lead. Occasionally bit players are 
added. 





Maxine Lash larynx click on the ai 


itself, and 


one possibility presents 
that is an ensuing vogue for bari- 
tonic femme _  warblers. Perhaps 


radio is primed for a freak voice‘tof 
the Lash type, and if so the chances 
of this miss are bright. 

But before she can start to gar- 
ner for herself real oracular atten- 
tion she'll have to overcome at least 
two marked handicaps... One is a 
tendency to over-intensify the emo- 
tional content of a song, and the 
other is a lack of smoothness in 
rounding around a high note. It is 
quite likely that the nervousness of 
a first program (18) accounted for 
the tightness and strain that made 
themselves evident in her work, and 
that subsequent appearances will 
show a decided easing. The girl's 
voice has personality and power and 
these should carry her a long ways. 
In instrumental support Miss 
Lash has a foursome consisting of 
violin, cello, harp and piano. As in 
the case of the vocalist, Phil Spital- 
ny is responsible for the arrange- 
ments and general comportment of 
the string ensemble. Taking high 
spot in.this niftily balauced combi- 
nation is the violinist, Evelyn Kay. 
In arranging the ensemble’s stint, 
Spitalny allowed for sharp musical 
contrast, while to the warbler he al- 
located pop ditties that brought into 
full play her penchant for the dra- 
matic. These numbers were ‘Boule- 
vards of Broken Dreams,’ “The Beat 
o’ My Heart’ and ‘Temptation,’ 

' Probabilities are that Cheramy. 
Inc., cosmetic manufacturer, went 
astray in picking 10:30 P. M. EDST 
as the starting time for this strictly 
eastern release. Average housewife 
has seemingly by. this turn of the 
clock decided to call it a day. 
‘Ernest Chappell doubles from the 
introducing of the numbers to re- 
tailing the plug. Stressed is the 
firm's April Showers brand of tal- 
cum with the odd price of 28c. a box 
given repeat mention. Made note 
of also in the copy is the cosmeti- 
cian’s perfume brand. 

For her theme number Miss Lash 
is using ‘April Showers.’ With the 
same tune Al Jolson has always 
identified himself on the air. But 
since he has temporarily retired 
from his Kraft-Phenix contract the 
chances are there -won’t be any ob- 
jections. Ditty is a natural for the 
account. but its previous attachment 
to the Jolson mike personality won't 
be of much help te Miss Lash. 
Odec. 


A. E. MATTHEWS 


With Claude Rains 

Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

A. E Matthews and Claude Rains 
are high-ranking members of the 
legitimate theatre. Both are ster- 
ling actors. Yet oddly enough they 
did not shine out in this appearance 
over the Rudy Vallee program. It 
was often difficult to distinguish one 
voice from the other. 

Vehicle uwSed is by John Balder- 
ston, author of ‘Berkeley Square.’ 
It is an amusing trifle somewhat 
over-prolonged as rendered by Mat- 
thews and Rains. It’s what the 
musical revue calls a blackout and 
too long in getting to the big punch 
or surprise twist is always danger- 
ous in that sort of thing. 

A man dies, wakes up in the 
other world. He is assigned an 
omnipotent genii whose job is to 
gratify every whim of the ex-mortal. 
Time transitions take the man 
through the first weeks, months, and 
vears of completely blissful grati- 
fication of all his desires. But after 
a time he grows bored from lack of 
something he can’t have and from 
lack of things to want and work for. 
Rebelling at the kind of treatment 
accorded him, the former son of 
earth at last discovers that con- 
trary to his assumption he’s not in 
heaven, but in hell. 

That's the twist. Land. 


MURIEL POLLOCK, VEE LAWN- 
HURST 


Piano Duo 
Sustaining 
15 Mins.. 
WGY, Schenectady 

A breakfast-hour program added 
to the NBC red network chart with 
the switch from standard to day- 
light saving time. Girls reel off a 
series of pop numbers between 7:45 
and 8 a. m. During the first week 
of the more-sunlight schedule, duo 
worked with Bill Whitley, a bari- 
tone, who landed a sustaining con- 
tract after appearing on the new 
talent ‘Air Breaks’ shot, but re- 
cently they have been playing alone. 

Their programs furnish a pleas- 
ing musical background, against 
which listeners may breakfast, scan 
the headlines in the morning papers 
and go through the usual maneuvers 
preparatory to leaving the house 
for the daily grind. Miss Pollock 
and Miss Lawnhurst play current 
numbers briskly, although neither 
their arrangements nor their inter- 
pretations impress as unusual. As 
is customary with femme air duos 
offerings pops, they stress fingering 
in the treble. Broadcasts packed a 
little more punch when Whitley 
warbled thereon. Jaco. 





the last few semesters of big time 
vaudeville’s glory the ‘tintype’ late 
Victorian hokum which they de- 
veloped and popularized constituted 


one of the most hilarious comedy 
acts in show biz. 
This preface is for the bene- 


fit of those within radio who do not 
know the antecedents of the pair. 
For the sad fact is they were not 
recognizable on the Rudy Vallee 
Fleischman hour as fun-makers. 

York and King's effectiveness is, 
in large measure, due on the visible 
stage to the amusing costumes they 
wear, the facial mugging and sight 
business they use. All this was 
missing on the air and in conse- 
quence what came over the kilo- 
cycles was disintegrated dialog that 
failed to make clear what they were 
supposed to be and what they were 
doing. A preliminary introduction 
only partially succeeded in suggest- 
ing the scene. 

Pair were not well-advised in the 

matter of proper material for the 
air. Chic York’s expletives ad- 
dressed to Miss King became the 
outstanding fact over the air. In 
vaudeville these remarks, ‘you old 
warhorse,’ etc., are simply in- 
cidental. And should never be more 
than incidental. 
, Radio listeners, it’s a fair guess, 
are totally unprepared for a man 
and woman crossfire act in which 
the essence of humor is name-call- 
ing. Pair'’s diction, of course, is 
good. Land, 


THE VAGABONDS 

Songs 

Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

WGY, Schenectady . ’ 
This trio rolled into WGY from 

WSM, Nashville, and despite the 

billing, it is not likely that they will 

hit the road for another station in 


the near future. The young har- 
monists offer a type of program 
that should make them welcome 


guests via loudspeaker to the ur- 
ban and rural audience which WGY 
reached in upper New York State 
and New England. 

Vagabonds are Herald Goodman, 
second tenor and announcer; Dean 
Upson, baritone and pianist, and 
Curt Poulton, baritone and guitarist. 
Turn regularly employs four sing- 
ers but one, Wilbur, who apparently 
takes the ‘Vagabond’ billing seri- 
ously, has not yet come off the road 
from Nashville. 

Boys do close harmony, special- 
izing on American folk songs, old- 
time ballads, Negro spirituals and 
hymns. It is said that they include 
current pop numbers in their rep- 
ertoire, but on the broadcasts 
caught the Vagabonds stuck pretty 
close to the four types mentioned 
in the preceding sentence. In fact, 
trio’s melodic theme mentions ‘old 
tunes.” Some of the numbers are 
their own compositions, 

Voices blend smoothly and clever 
arrangements enhance the harmonic 
effect. It is obvious that they have 
been singing as a unit for some 
time and it is equally obvious that 
they are at home in the interpreta- 
tion of native vocal Americana. 
Much of the trio's singing is to 
guitar accompaniment. Goodman, 
whose speaking voice is so similar 
to that of Bradley Kincaid, another 
WGY warbler from the South, that 
certain listeners may confuse the 
two, tenors hymns in a light but 
pleasing voice. He has an easy, 
natural manner before the mike. 

Jace. 


CUSHMAN REVUE 

With Ray Perkins, Ben Selvin, 
Radie Harris, Estelle Taylor 

Chatter, Songs, Band 


30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 

Until last Wednesday night (16) 
the Cushman bakery chain of 
Greater New York limited its air 


to a weekly quarter 
hour on WOR with Ray Perkins 
the sole source of entertainment. 
Stretching out of the time obliga- 
tion to 39 minutes brought with it 
a dance combo headed by Ben Sel- 
vin and Radie Harris to do her rou- 
tine of film gossip dishing and 
sereen celeb interviewing. Initial 
half hour frame unlimbered a lively 
and diverting potpourri. 

Ray Perkins’ running fire of 
nifties, in which he kidded himself 
as well as the others on the pro- 


representation 


gram, containing the Stuff that 
makes for choice loudspeaker hu- 


mor. For sixepieces the Selvin unit 
did a swell job at zipping things up 
for Tin Pan Alley’s latest composi- 
tions, while Radie Harris gave an 
up-to-the-minuteness to her chat- 
ter items and a keen touch of human 
interest to her interview with Estelle 
Taylor. Exchange of questions and 
answers brought forth the info that 
the questee had quit her screen 
career to become a warbler and 
that she currently was doing a turn 
in a Broadway niterie, the Simplon 
Club. She said she was trying to 
create a new style in singing, that 
is, toward endowing pop musié¢ with 
a classie interpretation. 

Sales copy was confined to ealling 
attention to the baked goods spe- 
cials offered by the Cushman stores 
for each day of the current week. 





Odec. 
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4 : . With Diana Wynyard, Frank Buck,| Songs, String Ensemble Comedy Mel Blanc 
With Benny Friedman, Jimmy Gene Austin, Jan Rubini, Candy | 15 Mins. COMMERCIAL One Hour 

McLarnin, Ellsworth Vines, and Coco COMMERCIAL WEAF, New York COMMERCIAL 

Joe McCarthy, Jack Dempsey, 45 Mi WABC, New York Chie York and Rose King have 

Ed Frane, Gene Sarazen, Mack Pers : i the lower registers of the| Deem., Standard headliners in the KEX Portland 

Doner, Ted Husing, Gustav Sustaining Should the lower registers of the varieties for 20 years or more. In For one hour each day, listen. 


ers of KEX, 5,000-watt station of 
the Oregonian, chuckle and grin at 
the radio antics of one man— ind 
what a man it takes to hold their 
interest for a full hour six days a 
week! 

That's the achievement of 
Blanc, staff funnyman, with 
daily ‘Cobwebs and Nuts’ broad. 
cast. And he’s been at it every 
week day since June, 1933. Start. 
ing then as a sustaining program 
‘Cobwebs and Nuts’ now has com- 
mercial sponsors who confess, de. 
spite the fact that Blane mostly 
kids them along in his announce- 
ments, that the program hag 
brought them measurable increases 
in business. 


Mel 
his 


Mel Blanc declares that the basis 


for his program is to figure out any 
kind of a situation, and then do 
just the opposite—in other words 
fool the public. He uses only pho- 


nograph records for music, but 
imitates as many as 20 different 
characters on one program, as- 


sisted now and then by his wife, 
Estelle Blanc, who takes the part 
of Mrs. G. G. G. G. McFlogpoople, 
IV, in burlesque dramatic skits. 


A hallmark of ‘Cobwebs and Nuts’ 
is time signals. They range from 
clatter of bells, chains, pans, horns 
and tubs, to a 5-year-old girl in 
the audience calling ‘Mama.’ Blanc 
explains that once during his first 
program he was out in the studio 
hallway taking a smoke during a 
record and stayed too long. Rush- 
ing back into the studio he tripped 
over a ehair and knocked. the 
microphone. off the table along. with 
@ cowbell he was using on a com- 
mercial announcement. He non- 
chalantly picked up himself and the 
microphone and announced ‘Time 


signal—eleven fifteen and three- 
quarters. The Station KEX. in 
Portland.’ Listeners, believing it 


to be a gag, were delighted. so he 


added it to his bag of tricks. 

Noteworthy are the crowds that 
appear faithfully each day at the 
studio to watch and hear 
Never a broadcast without an au- 
dience. 


Example of introduction (differ- 
ent each day): ‘You will now 
listen to ‘Cebwebs and Nuts’... 
Introducing Uncle Cobweb, also 
known as Chief Shallowbrain, the 
big man with the Little Learn- 


ing.’ 


KOIN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Joseph Sampietro, Director 
Classical Music 

Sustaining 

KOIN, Portland, Ore. 

Fifty musicians from the Porte 
land Symphony orchestra were di- 
rected by Joseph Sampietro, KOIN 
musical director and _ ex-theatre 
maestro, in a concert over the en- 
tire CBS network Sunday, May 6, 
with three more to follow. 

Sampietro chose a repertoire of 
classical selections with an eye for 
popular favor. Such favorites as 


Schubert’s ‘Rosamunde’ Overture, 
"Valse Triste’ by Sibelius, ‘Danse 
Macabre’ by Saint-Saens, Schu- 


bert’s ‘Symphony in B Minor’ and 
Tschaikowsky’s ‘Overture of 1812’ 
formed the heavy portion of the 
program, while the lighter vein was 
delineated by such numbers as ‘The 
Last Spring’ by Grieg, ‘La Feria’ 
Suite Espagnole by Lacombe, 
‘Artist’s Life’ by Strauss and the 
‘Dance des Bouffons’ by Rimsky- 
Korsakoff. 

Displaying good judgment at all 
times, Sampietro’s reading of the 
professional classics brought heavy 
response from the capacity audience 
at the Paramount theatre, where the 
broadcast originated, 

Particular mention should be 
made of Art Kirkman’s commentat- 
ing. His diction was particularly 
clear and his knowledge of his sub- 
ject gavg a greater understanding 
of the continuity. Nothing bam- 
bastic or too heavily pedantic en- 
tered into his announcing. 


CRAZY RANGE RAMBLERS 
Songs, Patter 


5 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WMCA, New York 

When not. subsidizing hillbilly 
quartets, Crazy Water Crystals runs 
to literary programs wherein the 
poetic excerpts get cloyingly sen- 
timental over the little shack on the 
hill once called home, the lonely 


fireside and the old oaken bucket. A 
major spender in both network and 
spot broadcasting, the purgative 
vendor has in its blanketing of the 
eastern, southern and midwest areas 
confined itself to these two types of 
loudspeaker diversion. 

On WMCA nightly it’s a hillbilly 
foursome which provides both the 
vocal and instrumental effects. Boys 
occasionally take time out from 
their harmony. mixing on the back- 
woods and open country theme to 
dish a bit of patter. Apparently the 
talk has continuity and plot, but it 
takes more than one program for 4 
listener to get any inkling of what 
it’s all about. Odec. 
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Bright Young Man Hard to Find 





Lord and Thomas Asks Survey Outfit to 
Find Radio Executive 


scaaas + 


Lord & Thomas has asked Trade- 
ways, Inc., which efficiency organ- 
ization has been investigating NBC 
the past eight months, to help the 
agency pick an 2xec to head its 
radio department.. Don Francisco, 
executive v.-p. for L. & T., in New 
York from the Coast looking the 
field over for a man to fill the job. © 

Francisco last week interviewed 


a couple of men now with NBC, an- 
other holding a post in the Colum- 
bia zommercial program department 
and several radio execs with various 
other ad agencies. Lord & Thomas 
in makin» the request of Tradeways 
figured that during its contacts 
around the industry while working 
for NBC it might have run across 
somebody who could fill the L. & T. 
requirements. 


John Royal Releases 
Janssen from Contract 


—_——. 





Werner Janssen, ex Tin Pan Alley- 
ite, who recently was announced as 
among those slated to conduct the 
New York Philharmonic Symphony 
Orchestra next season, won't have to 
go back to WTAM, Cleveland, to fill 
out an old contract. Though it had 
years to go, John Royal last week 
handed the document back to Jans- 
sen. 

In May, 1929, while Royal was di- 
recting the Cleveland outlet, Jans- 
sen put his signature to a contract 
calling for a three-year stay as con- 
ductor and arranger with WTAM. 
After eight months on the job Jans- 
sen became eligible to a Rome Prix 
scholarship, and Royal agreed tu 
suspend the contract while Janssen 
was abroad studying. 





CBS Home Office P. A.’s 
Realigned for Heat 


Columbia’s press staff has been 
shuffled around to conform with the 
summer letdown in commercial bus- 
iness. Several of those who have 


* specialized in sponor or agency con- 


tact will during the warm spell 
work on special assignments. 

Among these is Ruth Betz, who 
has been taken off commercial pro- 
gram publicizing to assist Bob Tap- 
linger in feeding the radio column- 
ists. Vacancy created by the resig- 
nation of William Fineschreiber is 
being taken care of by moving Bob 
Wilkinson from the night trick to 
the day side. This leaves Sam Slate 
as the lone night-time info go- 
between. 

Cn eS nena 


Spielers’ Rivalry 
Washington, May 21. 

Putting Arthur Reilly, air spieler 
for Herald, on WMAL Breakfast 
Club, is innovation in local broad- 
casting. Reilly has quite a rep as 
whispering slumber time orator, but 
putting him on in a.m. when stations 
usually look for pep and vigor art- 
ists has opposition puzzled. 

Move was made to combat Arthur 
Godfrey, local Columbia _ sunrise 
gagman. NBC figures best way to 
lick Godfrey is with totally different 
= of show, using poetry, sob stuff, 
ete. 





WFBM TESTS FOR SITE 


Indianapolis, May 21. 

M. R. Williams, chief engineer for 
WFBM, is conducting a series of 
tests with 50-watt transmitter and 
receiver trying to find best location 
for new transmitting unit, permis- 
sion having been granted for ex- 
Periment by Federal Radio com- 
mish. 

Plans are also under way to con- 
struct elaborate new studios which 
ht be ready for occupancy next 
all. 





Tim Frawley Bankrupt 

Timothy Daniel Frawley, who has 
been frequently cast in NBC dra- 
matic programs, last week took the 





bankruptcy veil through a petition 
ied with the New York Federal 
Court. ; 

bi Frawley’s schedule listed his lia- 
ities as $3,180 and assets none 





Fill to Suit 





Boston, May 21. 

Pet show held recently re- 
vealed two dogs and one goat 
named Stoopnagle and two 
cats named Beetle and Bottle, 
after Phil Baker’s radio char- 
acters. 

A rat was named after an- 
other radio headliner. 


Chi NBC Program Dept. 
Adds Traffic Job and 
Weber Shifts to N. Y. 


Chicago, May 21. 

Local NBC is juggling its office 
space around to fit in with its new 
arrangements of sales, traffic and 
program staffs. With NBC moving 
Freddy Weber, station relations 
man, to New York offices, it has re- 
sulted in a switch of the Chicago 
traffic department from Weber to 
the program department under Sid- 
ney Strotz. 

It brings the Strotz supervisory 
jobs to another new high. Actually 
the traffic department will continue 
under the eye of Ed Stockmar, who 
has been handling the job for some 
time. 


Cisler’s Baseball Test 


Birmingham, May 21. 


War over broadcasting of home 
baseball games is to be continued in 
court, with Steve Cisler, manager 
of WSGN seeking to have a tem- 
porary injunction granted by the 
baseball association against the sta- 
tion dissolved. Cisler attempted to 
broadcast games by climbing a tree 
outside the ball park on land leased 
by the station. 

Cisler, who is a member of the 
legislative committee of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, said he 
wanted to have the case thoroughly 
tested in court as the ruling would 
affect stations throughout the United 
States, and especially in the South, 
where the Southern League has a 
rule against broadcasting home 
games. 




















Here and There 





Martin J. Wallace has been ap- 
pointed engineer in charge of 
WGY’s’ Schenectady transmitter. 
He’s from G. E. and RCA. 





Warren Munson, former’ an- 
nouncer at WGY, Schenectady, and 
later at WTAM, Cleveland, is now 
at WDRC, Hartford. 





Frank L. 
KVOR, Colorado Springs, 
to join the commercial 
WSGN, Birmingham. 


Bishop, formerly with 
Col., is 
staff of 





Vern Ripley from WADC and 
WJIW, Akron, has been added to 
the announcing staff of WSGN, Bir- 
mingham. He will double in songs. 





L. E. Cheek, member of WFAA 
staff at the transmitter, twenty 
miles from Dallas, bitten by a pet 
dog. Dog has been pronounced mad 
and the bite-ee must submit to 
three weeks of serum taking as a 
precaution against rabies. 





KSO, Des Moines, has an ‘In- 
quiring Microphone’ reporter spotted 
in front of Register Tribune build- 
ing every day from 12:15 to 12:25. 
Dale Morgan handles the spot for 
sponsorship of the Deep Rock Oil 
Company. 





Gesture to Local Rotary 


Charlotte, N. C. 

WBT will supply the Charlotte 
Rotary club with a program orig- 
inating at Detroit on June 12. At 
that time the annual convention of 
Rotary International will be in ses- 
sion at Detroit. 

Manager W. A. Schudt, Jr., of 
WRBT, also a Rotarian, will install 
loud speakers at the Rotary meet- 
ing and plug in an address at noon 
piped to Charlotte by Columbia. 
This takes the place of the usual 





local pregram before the group 


WSB Says It Will 
Not Join WLW Battle 


Atlanta, May 21. 
WSB Cenies that it is interested 
in or will be a party to any union 
of stations in the south designed to 
fight WLW, Cincinnati. 

WSB had been mentioned by 
Variety as joining with WHAS, 
Louisville; WSM, Nashville, and 
WCKY, Covington-Cincinnati, to 
meet the threat of WLW’'s new 
500,000-watts. 


Radio Stations Have 
Problems in Holland; 
Merchants Rap AVRO 


The Hague, May 9. 

Radio stations have their prob- 
lems in Holland, too. Station AVRO 
is being denounced by the Dutch 
Shopkeepers’ Association for ar- 
ranging a tie-up with a big depart- 
ment store downtown. A parade of 
mannequins tied-in with AVRO’s 
dressmaking lessons broadcast 
twice a week. 

Besides resenting AVRO’s encour- 
agement of home dressmaking which 
hurts readymade sales, the shop- 
keepers dislike AVRO diverting the 
purchases of fabrics to the big de- 
partment store. 


22 NBC OFFICIALS 
MEET AT CAPITAL 


Washington, May 21. 

Monthly confab of eastern NBC 
station managers held here last 
Wednesday (16) and drew 22 of- 
ficials from New York, Boston, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Schenec- 
tady. Phil Loucks, NAB head, in 
on confabs, which centered around 
station policies and code operations. 

Next meet slated for June.18 in 
New York, extending through Adver- 
tising Federation convention June 19 
and 20 

















To a Dead Mike 


Atlanta, May 21. 


Great presence of mind 
shown other eve by Roy Mc- 
Millan, WSB announcer. The 
transmitter went dead and 


McMillan was so advised by 
the engineer. Rushing to the 
mike he informed the world: 

‘Circumstances beyond our 
control prevent continuance of 
this feature from WSB.’ 


Can Replay Disrupted 
Programs Without Cost 
Says Code Authority 


Washington, May 21. 

Commercial programs disrupted 
by baseball broadcasts, or other 
programs of indefinite length, may 
be put on during first available pe- 
riod at no extra charge, broadcast 
code authority announced last 
week. 

Bulletin sent to all stations says 
that Deputy Administrator Farns- 
worth and legal officials of NRA 
have approved such interpretation 
of section 1, Article VII, which pro- 
hibits modification of rate cards. 
Codists also noted that this pro- 
vision means that charges, dis- 
counts, rebates, refunds and com- 
missions, not specifically cevered by 
rate cards, must be filed with the 
Cc. A. immediately upon execution 
of a contract. 

















Harry Heilmann, for years out- 
fielder on the Detroit American 
League club and a several-times 
winner of the league batting crown, 
is broadcasting baseball games over 
WXYZ, Detroit. 








New Business 





WASHINGTON 

Pennzoil Co., five-minute programs, 
records and announcements, twice 
weekly for 32 times, Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. WJSV. 

Pontiac Motors, nightly announce- 
ments for five weeks, Campbell 
Ewald. WJSV. 

Loew’s Theatres, daily A. M. time 
signals 13 weeks. WJSV. 

Long Beach Corp., 15-minutes 
transcription Friday nights for 13 
weeks. WRC. 

Wash. Chevrolet Dealers’ Ass’n, 
nightly temperature reports for four 
weeks, L. 

Woodland Beach, 100 announce- 
ments. WRC. 

Wilson 8.8. Line, 100 announce- 
ments on WMAL; 29 on WRC; 29 
on WJSV. 

Martin Gillette & Co., 26 daytime 
announcements, Gibson & Corner. 
WJSV. 

Nationai Capital Ice Inst., program 
5:45 to 6 P. M. Tuesdays for 13 
weeks, Henry Kaufman. WJSV. 

True Confessions, two evening an- 
nouncements, Critchfield - Graves. 
WJISV. 

U. 8. Gutta Percha Paint, 30 nightly 
announcements, J. Walter Thomp- 
son. WJSV. 

Buick Motors, six announcements 
daily for five days, Campbell-Ewald. 
WJSV. 

George’s Radio Co., sponsoring box- 
ing matches every Monday night, 
Cc. D. Ferguson. WJSV. 

Lansburgh Dept. Store, time sig- 
nals A. M. daily for 13 weeks. WJSV. 
Cherner Motor Co., programs 8 to 
8:30 P. M. Thursdays for 13 weeks. 
WJSV. 

United Food Stores, programs 9:45 
A. M. Fridays for 13 weeks, Paris & 
Peart. WJSV. 

Manhattan Laundry, three an- 
nouncements per week for 40 weeks. 
WJSV. 





BOSTON 
Cliquot Club Co., 48 announce- 
ments in Evening Tatler, started 


May 10, through N. W. Ayer & Son, 
New York. WEEI. 

Gilchrist Co., one 15-minute pro- 
gram, started May 18, through Sal- 
inger & Publicover, Boston. WEEI. 
Paramount Baking Co., 26 thirty- 
minute programs, started May 20, 
through David Malkiel. WAAB. 
Community Dentists, Inc., 13 five- 
minute programs, started May 17, 
through Salinger & Publicover, Bos- 
ton. WNAC. 

W. L. Thompson Co., 612 an- 
nouncements daily, through Dore- 
mus Advertising Agency, Boston, 
started May 17. WNAC. 





Gas Association), 196 announce- 
ments, started May 13, through Rich- 
ardson Alley & Richards, Boston. 
WNAC. 

Coward Shoe Co., 312 announce- 
ments, started May 14, through 
Fletcher & Ellis. WNAC. 

Big Bear Market, 168 announce- 


ments, started May 15, through 
Greenleaf Agency, Boston. WAAB. 
PHILADELPHIA 


Nozxzema, three five-minute tran- 
scriptions, for thirteen programs, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. WCAU. 

Alka Seltzer, three five-minute 
transcriptions, Sunday, TueSday and 


Thursday for 11 weeks, Wade 
Agency. WCAU. 
Silver King Golf Balls (through 


Wanamaker Store), fifteen4minute 
golf talks by Leo Diegel and Bill 
Brandt, Friday at 8 P. M., for six 
weeks, N. W. Ayer & Son. WCAU. 

Laundry Gems, fifteen minutes, 
Tuesday at 11:30 A. M., for 13 weeks, 
with Anthony Candelori’s orchestra, 
Parris & Peart. WCAU. 

ATLANTA 

B. F. Goodrich, three times a week, 
starring Max Baer, NBC, on WSB. 

Johns-Manville, half-hour Satur- 
days, NBC, over WSB. 

White Lily Flour, 
spots over WSB. 

General Mills (Wheaties) sponsor- 
ship of baseball broadcasts for sea- 
son over WSB. 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company. 
Sponsorship of baseball broadcasts 
for season over WGST. 

Tums, fourteen one-minute tran- 
scriptions over WSB. 

BC Remedy Company, 364 50-word 
announcements over WSB. 

Kerr Glass Company, 26 one-min- 
ute announcements over WSB. 

Dodge Motors, six 100-word an- 
nouncements over WSB. 

Columbia Pictures, twelve 50-word 
announcements over WSB. 

Black Flag Company, 55 one-min- 
ute transcriptions over WSB. 

Crazy Water Crystals, thirty-min- 
ute locally produced talent show each 
morning except Sunday, over WSB. 
Fletcher’s Castoria, half-hour 1lo- 
cally produced talent show each 
Thursday evening over WSB. 


101 25-word 





WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 

W. T. Eagle Jewelry Co., spot an- 
nouncements daily for one month. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 

Darling Shop, spot announcement 
daily for one month. Placed locally. 
WSJS 

Anchor Store, 15-minute program 
three mornings each week. broad- 





Metropolitan Boston Co-operative 
Advertising Group (New England! 


cast 


from various departments in 
(Continued on page 28) 


Jack Little's Walkout Puts CBS 
Artists Bureau in Awkward Spot 


+ 


Little Jack Little, who has been 
en the buildup from Columbia the 
past two years, has switched al- 
legiance to the Music Corporation 
of America, and accepted through 
the latter organization a contract 
placing him in the Ambassador 
hotel, Atlantic City, starting June 
27. Little’s new alliance has made 
it embarrassing for the Columbia 
Artists Bureau, since that office is 


responsible for Little’s radio book- 
ing as well as the spotting of the 
Isham Jones unit into the Ritz, 
which has always been known as 
stiff opposition to the Ambassador. 

Tieup that Little has made with 
MCA also placed the CBS Artists 
Bureau in the position of having to 
split commissions with MCA on any 
of the the raft of one-nighters that 
Columbia has booked for the war- 
bler-bandman. CBS switched its 
allegiance to the Ritz this summer 
following a break in friendly rela- 
tions between the Ambassador 
management and Ralph Wonders, 
manager of the CBS Artists Bureau. 
During the previous two summers 
Jones held the Ambassador spot as 
a Columbia booking. 


Parent-Teachers Rap 
Liquor Advertising; 
Also Hit Film Biz 


Des Moines, Ia., May 21. 

Practice of advertising liquors 
over the ether received a rap be- 
cause it reaches ‘children at their 
tenderest ages,’ in a_ resolution 
adopted by national Congress of 
Parents and Teachers here. While 
the radio advertising took the 
heaviest belt liquor advertising of 
all kinds came in for scathing de- 
nunciation. 

A film resolution pledged the or- 
ganization to combat practices of 
blind buying and block booking by 
motion picture companies, 








Separate Nifes for 
World’s Fair Programs 





Chicago, May 21. 

Original intention of State Street’s 
‘Keep Chicago Ahead’ committee for 
a two-hour long broadcast on both 
networks for a World’s Fair plug 
has been abandoned, Instead the 
broadcasts on each network wil be 
a week apart. First 60-minute show 
will run on CBS on this coming 
Friday (25), the second will be on 
NBC the week following on June 1, 
Both programs will ride from 10:30- 
11:30 p.nr. Eastern time. 
Figured that blowing the entire 
two hours on one evening was 
wasting time and gooc coin. Show 
is being prepared and placed through. 
the Hays McFarland agency here. 
Shows will include both commercial 
and sustaining talent, with most of 
the sponsors with shows at the Fair 
contributing talent to the radio show. 
Also those shows which will have 
to be moved will get special plug- 
ging through use of the talent. 
Originally planned to use CBS on 
Friday night and NBC on the next 
Saturday night to catch two dif- 
ferent types of audience, but NBC 
couldn’t deliver the Saturday ses- 
sion due to the fact that Dr. Miles’ 
Laboratory no like giving up his 
session on the ether. 





TOM CONVEY DIES 


Pioneer Radio Showman Passes In 
St. Louis at 48 








St. Louis, May 21. 
Thomas Patrick Convey, presi- 
dent of station KWK, and one of 
the pioneering showmen of broad- 
casting, died, May 18, of complica- 
tions following an operation. He 
was 48 years old. 
3uild-up of KWK resolved itself 
into a one-man affair ever since he 
took the wavelength, nine years ago, 
For years Convey did the major 
part of the station’s announcing 
under the tag of ‘Tom Patrick.’ 





Convey was a Chicagoan, and one 
of the organizers of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, 
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OUTSTANDING STUNTS: 
KIDS’ DEALER CHECK-UP 
WIND, Gary, Ind. 





Kids Check Distribution 
Chicago. 
Herbert Sherman, sales manager 
of WIND, Gary. has arranged a tie- 


up between Bike Whiz candy bar 
and the Chicago White Sox ball 
team. WIND regularly carries the 
White Sox play-by-play games. 
New program is salled ‘Dugout 
Interviews’ and is a running series 
of ball player interviews by Johnny 
O'Hara, sports announcer. Candy 
offers five autographed balls dail; 


for five best letters accompanied by 
one wrapper, if available. 


That ‘if available’ is the gag by 
which the candy is securing new 
dealers. Kids writing for the auto- 


graphed balls tell the sponsor that 
such and such a dealer doesn’t carry 
the candy, so couldn't buy the can- 
dy. With the letter in his mitt the 
manufacturer has a sure selling 
point for the dealer. 


EDDIE 
PEABODY 


FAREWELL WEEK 


FINISHING 


+ 5 Consecutive Months 
Hollywood Restaurant 


New York City 


Thanks to 
RUDY VALLEE—JOE MOSS 

















Guest Star on the Fleisch- 
mann Hour, Thursday, May 
24, at 8 P. M. E.D.S.T. 








EVERY SATURDAY 
WEAF-WFI-WGY, 7:30-8:00 P. M. 


PURE OIL PEP SHOW 














THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 
Loew's Deluxe Theatres 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 




















GRACIE 
BARRIE 


“The Sweetheart of the Blues” 
NOW PLAYING 
RKO THEATRES 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 





























LEO 
REISMAN 


AMERICA’S 
MOST EXPENSIVE 
RECORDING 
DANCE ORCHESTRA 


on 
BRUNSWICK RECORDS 








— 


Is Nuts 
New York. 
Flattery is the essence of most of 
the kid programs. Story invariably 
reveals some 12-year old hero as 
not only quite a young man but 
treated as an equal by adults who 
are constantly impressed by the 
lad's astonishing brilliance. 

Bobby Benson is that kind of a 
kid. Say ‘boo’ and he'll pull a gun 
on you! He paces the floor like a 
tiger and does his worrying in the 
major keys. Men three times his 
age are uncomfortable in the pres- 
ence of Bobby Benson’s rugged 
virility, his desire to be up and at 
‘em. Bobby tries, apropos a kid- 
napper (full-grown) ‘let me get my 
hands on him.’ Something pretty 

wful is likely to occur when this 

Genson kid once has the jungle- 
lust within him aroused by some 
low-down coyote. 

Force, the cereal, is behind Bobby. 
Behind him and all the cowboys 
and Chinese cooks and lovable 
westerners, including the heap big 
Indian, who grunts in broken Eng- 
lish, ‘I think white man is nuts.’ 
To fortify the papularity of Ter- 
rible Bobby, the boy shoot-em-up, 
Force offers roller skates as prizes. 
Sensational roller skates. The bolts 
never rust, the toes never bend, and 
they are equipped, the announcer 
affirms, with ‘floating power just 
like the new automobiles.’ 


Think White Man 





‘Sports Page of Air’ 
Oklahoma City. 

A ‘sports page of the air’ that in 
every detail lives up to its name 
has been inaugrated over KOMA, 
for the Goodrich Tire company. 
Broadcasts are daily at 6:15 p. m. 
Although major attention is fo- 
cused on baseball, the program in- 
cludes other sports of general in- 
terest, including golf, tennis and 
swimming tournaments, and results 
of racing, polo, wrestling, boxing, 
summer boating and other indoor 
sports are included. 

Interviews with personages in the 
sports limelight are prominently in- 
cluded. Maxie Rosenbloom, LeRoy 
McGuirk, and Jimmie Humphreys, 
secretary of the Oklahoma City 
Indian baseball club have been 
heard. 





Kid Club 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Lloyd Towns, Paramount theatre 
manager, hooks up with station 
WSAF every Saturday morning, 
when the kids of this town pack the 
theatre to watch the ‘Mickey Mouse’ 
shows. Towns acts as master of 
ceremonies and has a lot of fun 
with the kids, and in greeting the 
kids from the stage the entire en- 
tertainment is broadcast. Program 
is sponsored by Southern Dairies, 
Kids in the audience make enough 
noise from the theatre, so the noise 
and their fun goes over the radio 
hookup. 

Gordon Persons, Howard Pill and 
John Allen Wolff, all members of 
the radio station, take part in the 
hookup. 


Relays 





300,000 Flour Bags 
Chicago. 

Replies to Pillsbury’s merchandis- 
ing campaign have reached a 300,- 
000 total on its “‘Today’s Children’ 
show on NBC. 

Have offered a booklet about the 
cast and the star, Irma Phillips, to 
all listeners sending in the Pillsbury 
imprint from the bag of flour. 





Whooping Up Home Town 
Seattle. 

With summer and the tourist 
season coming—a big season for 
Seattle—the Chamber of Commerce 
and station KJR got together last 
week in an attempt to raise a 
fervor of hospitality in the local 
citizens. 

Seventeen people picked at ran- 
dom from as many representative 
trades about town were put before 
the mike in a hour's program to say 
nice things about the city from 
their own viewpoint. The repre- 
sentative 17 were: A barber, news- 
boy, butcher, baker, waitress, tele- 
gram messenger, traffic cop, hotel 
hostess, street car operator, bakery 
girl, mail carrier, railroad station 
master, elevator operator, boy and 
girl scout, bootblack, and bus 
driver. 

Program was plugged previous to 
broadcast to insure listeners, Talks 
were rehearsed. 





WOR'’s Listings 
New York. 
WOR, Newark, now sends out its 
week’s program listings in printed 
format similar to that of CBS and 
NBC, Each day’s schedule has its 
own sheet, with the whole thing 
pinned together at the top. 
Noted on the top page are the 
program highlights of the week. 








Junior Chorus on Stage 
Baltimore. 
WCBM’s ‘Junior Radio Chorus,’ 
a massed group of 200 pipes, con- 
sisting coterie of both sexes under 
17, broadcasts its once-weekly 
quarter-hour warbling setto from 





the stage of Keith's, loop drst-ruan 
picture house. 

‘Chorus,’ which was mustered via 
contest conducted in co-op with 
newspaper, gets a half-stick plug 
from sheet, inserted in local news 
section each Sunday morn, day of 
broadcast. Visual airing is spliced 
into flick program, with Keith's 
regular admish nick holding. 

The station, after the singers’ 
successful starter, is planning to 
branch out and by sun-tan season 
expand the show to 60 minutes, pro- 
ducing standard operettas, in cos- 
tume and with full orchestral sup- 
port 





Lone Judge 
Chicago. 

Fitch hair tonic contest con- 
ducted by Wendall Hall announces 
that Hall is ‘the sole judge.’ 

This seems like dubious judg- 
ment. It may build Hall up in one 
way but it makes him responsible 
for rejections of jingles submitted 
by hopefuls. Would seem that 
avoidance of the stress would be 
less invidious and shrewder on the 
showmanship angle. 

Generally known that contests 
often make bad friends. 





Ford Summarizes 
New York, 
CBS reprinted for distribution a 
four-page section in the Ford Deal- 
ers News (April 15) devoted to 
plugging the auto brand's Ford 
Waring program. Article retails 
how the commercial estimates it 
is reaching 96% of all listeners by 
using every station in the CBS link 
(88), discusses the popularity of the 
Waring combination among loud- 
speaker fans and cites as a matter 
of special interest the fact that the 
broadcast originates from Colum- 


bia’s Radio Playhousé in the 
Times Square district. 
Pictures of Fred Waring in his 


earlier days and the warbling spe- 
cialists in his aggregation were in- 
cluded in the reprint. 





‘Call to Java’ Muffs 
New York. 

American Telephone and Tele- 
graph’s attempt to circle the globe 
with radio telephony last Saturday 
night (12) fizzled badly because of 
atmospheric conditions encountered 
in the Orient. Tuned in on the 
stunt was a CBS hookup. 
Assigned to carry on the conver- 
sation from this end was Paul 
Douglas, the CBS announcer on the 
program. Idea was to first bring 
in Java, have that point send the 
message on to Paris, and then have 
Paris relay it to the “United States. 
Java failed to respond to the short 
wave telephony signal, and, as a 
last resort, Douglas put in a-call for 
Honolulu. By the time communi- 
cations were established with this 
point and a clear signal brought in 
the quarter hour allotted the pro- 
gram was up. 

After the CBS broadcast, the 
telephone company reported that 
only 10 minutes before the Colum- 
bia announcer started his ‘call to 
Java’ the Dutch settlement had 
been brought in by A T & T en- 
gineers. 





Display Space 
Charlotte, N. C. 

As a special courtesy to adver- 
tisers, WBT has set aside a section 
of its reception room as a display 
space for the use of those using the 
station’s time. A showcase will be 
available for small items. 

As an additional favor to adver- 
tisers, the studio receptionist will 
distribute free samples to those 
visiting the studios. 

First client to make use of this 
new privilege was a local bottling 
plant. The concern put a large ice 
box filled with pop in the recep- 
tion room and it was passed out to 
visitors while it lasted. 


WEEI’s Singing Bee 
Boston. 

Studio visitors on Wednesday and 
Friday nights will be invited to waft 
their voices over WEEI's waves in 
a program designed to take care of 
six vocalists whose summer earn- 
ings would otherwise be cut by can- 
cellations of commercial accounts. 
Program is sort of a community 
sing, with Bobby Banks, former 
vaudevillian, as leader and m.c. 

Six professional singerg will be 
planted among audience to set the 
pace. Old songs of the ‘Put On 
Your Old Grey Bonnet’ era will be 
the rule, 








Inviting a Riot 
Washington. 

Arthur Godfrey, local Columbia 
announcer, casually invited anybody 
who wished to drop up to WJSV 
studios next time he m.c.’d a record 
program. Deluge of fans totaled 
600. They stood on pianos, over- 
ran control room and swiped a dy- 
namic mike, 

Station now bars 
ences. 


studio audi- 





Film Sound Trade 
Buffalo. 

WKBW made a promotional tie- 
up with the Lafayette theatre 
whereby the film sound track of the 
Chesterfield pictura, ‘Rainbow Over 
Broadway,’ was broadcast for 70 
minutes. Broadcast wires tapped 
into the theatre’s sound equipment. 
Occasional short lapses in dialog 





during the picture were filled in by 








station announcer describing the 
action. 

Preceding the stunt to create in- 
terest half-page newspaper adver- 
tisements were published. Theatre 
ran advance trailers calling the 
public’s attention to the enterprise 
while the station donated a series 
of spot announcements. 

WKBW and theatre intend to re- 
peat same stunt in future, but prob- 
ably using short subjects and mu- 
sical novelties more adaptable to 
pick-up than full length features. 

KNX, Los Angeles, some weeks 
ago broadcast a motion picture 
sound track. 





Rockwell-O’Keefe Promotion 
New York. 

Rockwell-O’Keefe’s latest promo- 
tional brochure on behalf of the 
film’s talent specifically is to an- 
nounce the availability of B. A. 
Rolfe. 

Title of the brochure is ‘A Radio 
Program with the Guesswork Re- 
moved for the Advertiser Who 
Wishes a Known Audience at a 
Known Cost.’ Agency proposes the 
transference to an alert sponsor of 
the established following and popu- 
larity of Rolfe. It’s a smart sales 
stunt applied to talent. 





Radio Store Show 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Southern public utilities company 
moved its ‘Rosewood and Ivory’ pro- 
gram, running over WBT, to its 
sales and display rooms last week 
and for two nights offered a show 
on an improvised stage there, 
broadcasting it with WBT's re- 
mote control facilities. 

The occasion was a celebration 
of the 20th birthday of the electric 
refrigerator that the concern sells. 
Attendance at the showroom aver- 
aged 1,000 for each of two nights. 
Clair Shadwell announced the party 
program. Artists appeared on the 
stage from the door of a giant 18- 


foot refrigerator that had been 
erected to scale. Featured were 
Margaret Chesick, lyric soprano; 


Peter Marvin, xylophonist; 
I'raser, pianist, and Irving 
mouth) Setzer, minstrel. 


George 
(Gate- 





Outdoor Kid Program 
Elmira, N. Y. 

Six hundred children took part 
in a broadcast by WESG that was 
sponsored by the Cobakco Baking 
Company. Finding room for such 
a large number was no problem for 
the broadcast originated in a park. 
It was given Sunday afternoon, 
April 29. George F. Givens led 
community singing and six trained 
children’s groups gave a musical 
program, A 50-piece band played. 

Special attention was accorded the 
program by listeners because it was 
heralded widely as the opening fea- 
ture of the observance of Youth 
Week. And a baking outfit put up 
the dough. 





Home Economics Course 
Philadelphia. 

Philly’s WCAU is taking a leaf 
from the correspondence schools 
and giving Home Economics course 
all their own. 

Station’s special auditorium is de- 
voted each day to the Woman's 
Club of the Air, with live shows on 
cooking and domestic practices to a 
visual audience broadcast simul- 
taneously. Women enrolled in the 
school are required minimum at- 
tendance and a prescribed amount 
of homework. End of the season 
brings a_ regulation exam, with 
sheepskins to be awarded to the 
sixty honor ‘students.’ 


General Foods’ Big Stunt 

; Chicago. 

General Foods has tied in its Ad- 
miral Byrd show (CBS) on the of- 
ficial opening of the Chicago 
World’s Fair this Saturday night 
(26). Program will originate that 
evening from Chicago and include 
acts culled from the Belgian and 
Swiss Villages at the exposition, a 
chorus of 1,000 voices, and speeches 
by General Rufus Dawes and Gov- 
vernor Horner of Illinois. 

Arrangements have also been 
made to leave it to the broadcast 
to set off the night’s pyrotechnic 
display. Rigged up to the fire- 
works tinder will be a short wave 
receiving mechanism. On the receipt 
of a signal from Byrd, sequestered 
in the Antartic wastes, this mech- 
anism will send off the sparks 
necessary to ignite the fireworks. 





Kids Sans Rehearsals 
: Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Kiddies Party, a half-hour spon- 
taneous radio program for small 
children over WSJS and sponsored 
by the Southern Dairies and Qual- 
ity Bakery, is entering its third 
year and is one of the most popu- 
lar programs the local station has, 
Sixty small children receive in- 
vitations to attend the party and 
each one is expected to sing or re- 
cite. None receive bids in time to 
rehearse for the program and no 
one gets an audition. The spon- 
sors give two presents and all the 

kids get ice cream and cake. 


KWCR’s Cooking School 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
tadio Station KWCR put over a 
new stunt in a cooking school of 
the air for four days with General 
Foods Corp. cooperating, the first 
on the air over the local station. 
Merchants were rung in on the 








school through a demonstration and 
exhibition of home appliances in 


—= 


various sections of the broadcast; 
studios, a 

Open to all who cared to attend, 
yet setup so arranged that house. 
wives unable to attend all sessions 
were able to tune in and get all 
without making a trip to the Studio 
Drew many visitors to the studio 
for a glimpse of the appliance lines 
and general setup of the broadcast. 
ing setup. Added a more personal 
touch for many able only to get a 
looksee and then compelled to get in 
on the school via the air route. 

Mrs. Cora E. Kreasam, General 
Foods home economic expert at the 
mike and as demonstrator. 





Cutex Talent in Stores 
New York. 

Cutex has arranged to have Phil 
Harris and Leah Ray while on their 
current picture house tour make 
personal appearances in department 
stores handling the product. All 
the pair will be expected to do is 
greet the femme patrons and sig- 
nature autographs. 

First tie-up of this sort framed 
by the cosmetic maker for the pair 
is the Hudson store in Detroit, 
Harris plays the Fox in this town 
next week (25). 


Jack and Loretta 


Clemens 


WJZ 


10:45-11 A.M. 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 


WILBERT’S 
FLOOR WAX 


Direction 
NBC Artists Bureau 
and 
Ben Rocke Productions 


FRANK PARKER 


Featured Soloist 


A. & P. GYPSIES 
GENERAL TIRES 


First Tenor with 


THE REVELLERS 
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10:30-F-WEAF 
Jack Benny 


Mary Livingston 
Frank Parker 
Don Bestor 


GERBER @ co. 
10-Su-WJZ 
Mme. Schumann- 

*Erwin Wasey 
GILLETTE 
(Safety Razor) 
7:15-Daily 

Sa-Su-WEAF 
Gene and Glenn 
*Ruthrauff @ R 
GOODRICH 











both networks, 


advertiser 


agency ha ndling 


‘Taxi’ 

















ARMOUR y&e JESTER 


PHIL 
BAKER 


EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 
WJZ, NBC NETWORK 
COAST-TO-COAST 








NEW YORK 4 
9:30-10 P. M. | 


CHICAGO 
8:30-9 P. M. 


D.S.T. C.S. 
Thru Station WENR 


Thru Station wjz 





Vitginia Rae 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 
Haenschen Ore 
*Blackett 


BISODOL 

8:30-W-WABC 
Everett Marshal) 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Ohman & Arden 
Irving Kaufman 
Victor Arden’s Ore 
*Blackett 


BORDEN 
10:30-Su-WABC 
‘45 Min. in H’lyw’a’ 
Mark Warnow 
11:45-W-WABC 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 
(Sal Hepatica) 
(Ipana) 
Fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
Irwin Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
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Tpana Troubadours 
Theodore Webb 








HARRY 
McNAUGHTON 


ALIAS “‘BOTTLE” 


THE ARMOUR HOUR 
Coast-to-Coast 
Every Friday Evening 


CHICAGO 
$:30-9 P.M. C.S.T. 


ru 
Station WENR 


NEW YORK 


9:30-10 P.M., 
D.8.T., WIZ 





Permanent Address, LAMBS’ CLUB, 
30 West 44th St., New York City 


Lennie Hayton 
*Benton & Bowles 
EXE. L. BRUCE co. 
10:30-Th-WABC 
Doris Loraine 
Cadets Quartet 
C Wheeler Orch 
*O’Callaghan 
CALIF, PACKING 
9:30-M-WEAF 
Nelson Eddy 
H Barrett Dobbs 
Doric & Kn’bocker 
Quartets 
M Wilson Ore 
*Thompson 
CALSODENT co 
4:15-Th-WJZ 
‘Rhyming Rover’ 
*Thompson 
CAMPANA 
10-F-WEAF 
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For Further information: 
HAROLD KEMP, NBC Artist Bureau 
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‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
CHff Soubier 
E Sagerquist Ore 
*Aubrey Moore 
CARNATION MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Gene’ Arnold 
Lullaby Lady 

















(Kremel, Etc.) 
Will Osborne 
Pedro de Cordoba 
*Hellwig 

R. B. DAVIS 

(Baking Powder) 
9 A. M.-W-F-WJZ 
9:45-Tu-Th-WABC 
“Mystery Chef’ 
John McPherson 


Nell O'Malley 
Florence Hallan 
Billy Hallop 
Jonn Barthe 
*Erwin-Wasey 


EDNA HOPPER 





‘Helen Trent’ 
Lester Tremayne 





*Ruthrauff-R Virginia Clark 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- Karl Heube 
Dolores Gillen 
WABC Jack Doty 
‘Buck Rogers’ *Blackett 
Curtis Arnal] " 
Adele Ronson HOOVER 


5:30-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Chicago a Capella 








Edgar Stethi 
Joe Granby 


GENERAL TIRES 


*Hays Max Farland 


except 


7s 45-M-W-F-WwJz 


2:15-Daily-WABC 


Andre 
Mixed 
Ford 

*Newe 
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H June 





Paul 
*Stack 


MET. 


Ridge 














3-Su-WEAF 
‘Talkie Pic Time’ 


John Goldsworthy 


10:30-W-WEAF 
Jack Arthur 
DeMarco Sis 


Ned Weaver 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Stewart 


Co. 
6:45-Daily WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 
DR. MILES LAB’S 

(Alka-Seltzer) 
10:30-Sa-WJz 
WLS Barn Dance 


Mac & Bob 
Clarence Wheeler 
*Wade 


MOHAWK MILLS 


Kostelanetz 

Chorus 
Frick 
ll-Emmett 
LUXOR 
Armou,-) 


Meredith 


hour shows, 
prevailing 
(WEAP) Thursday nights, will like- 


ly grace Columbia's Sunday night 


CBS’ Sunday Nights Big Next Year 











Similar to the one now | 


NBC's red _ link 
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Julius T 


Morton Downey. 
Saturday 
Downey will rely on the CRS Artists 
Bureau alone although his current 
engagement at the Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago, comes through the William 
Morris agency. 

Downey's Saturday night 
BS will be remoted from the 
floor of the Chez Paree. 
due back 


Ernst Out as Downey 
Gives CBS His Destiny 


Hugh Ernst is o 


Separation took 
(19). Henceforth 


party 


Singer is 


in New York July 1 to 


make a talking 
at the Flatbush 





short for Warners 
studio. 
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JULIUS TANNEN ETHERS 


Hollywood, May 21. 


annen will have a fea- 
spot on Hollywood-on-the- 


Air, May 27. 
Chic Chandler will m.e. 





ut as manager of 


Looks Like Three-Hour Stretch of Deluxe 


John Stanford ° . 
wl gg ee 60-Minute Entertainment 
Murray Forbes 
*N. W. Ayer —_——..- — 
MANHATTAN 
SOAP Co. Lineup of three consecutive full schedule this coming winter. Lehn 


segment 


| for the second, 
it) will have 
an oil account is 
60-minute Swing to 11 p. 

NBC has advised 


m. 
agencies 


will be available this fall. 


spotted here are Dr. Lyon tooth- 
paste’s ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ and Bayer Aspirin’s ‘Amer- 


ican ‘Album of Familiar Music,’ 
running a half hour and in 
order, 


that 


and Fink will span the 8 to 9 o’clock 
with Eddie Cantor in the 
j first half and the ‘Hall of Fame’ idea 
Corn Products (Lin- 
the 9 tu 10 period, while 
dickering for the 


that 


the 9 to 10 p. m. Stretch on the red 
Currently 


each 





COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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BELASCO 


MON., FRI, WABC, 12 MIDNITE 
Coast-te-Coast 


St, Moritz Hotel, New York, Nightly 


Sole Direction AERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Harry Salter 
Wm. Daly Orch. wh. 
*Sweeny-James *Blackman 
’ INDIVIDUAL 
a CUP CO 
Wendel tear (Dixie Cups) 
~ a A Ramsey 6:45-M-WABC 


Bob Sherwood 


FORD MOTOR Bradley Barker 


5:30-Su-WABC *J. Walt. Thomp. 


Julia Sanderson 8:30-Sa-WEAF 





M L Eastman 
Jean Paul King 
*Erwin, Wasey 
CENTAUR 
(Fletcher's) 
10:30-W-WARBC 
Albert Spalding 





Frank Crumit Floyd Gibbons 
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B. B. D. & O. Nat Shilkret Ore 

GENERAL CIGAR *J. Walt 
9:30-W-WABC JOHNSON & SON 

Guy Lombardo (Floor Wax) 

Burns & Allen 1:45-Tu-Th-WARBC 

*J. Walt. Thomp. 5:15-Su-WABC 











Conrad Thibault 
Don Voorhees 
*Youne & Rubicam 


CHARIS 
1:15-W-WABC 
Louella Parsons 
Raymond Paige 
*John L. Butler 
CHERAMY 
(Cosmetics) 
10:30-F-WABC 
Maxine Lash 
String Quartet 
*Gumbinner 
CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Cavaliers 
*Lord & Thomas 
CLIMALINE 
12-Th-WEAF 
Harold Stokes 
Jackie Heller 
Gil Page 
King’s Jesters 
*W. 8S. Hill 
CUTEX 
9-F-WJZ 
Phil Harris 
Leah Ray 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
COLGATE-PA LM 
(Colgate Dentifrice) 
9-Sa-WEAF 
‘C’lg’te Ho’se P’rty’ 
Joe Cook 
Donald Novis 
Frances Langford 
Don Voorhees 
Brad Browne 
*Young & Rubicam 
10-Tu-WEAF 
(Palmolive Soap) 
ie * Backer, Dir. 
Gladys Swarthout 
Eustace Wyatt 
William Shelley 
James Melton 
John Barclay 
Nat Shilkret 
W. A. Backer, 
*Benton-B 
10:15-daily-WEAF 
(Super Suds) 
‘Clara Lu & Em’ 
Louise Starkey 
Isabelle Carothers 
Helen King 
*Benton-B 












€ 
Dir. 


Minneapolis Symp’y 
Eugene Ormandy 

*Hays 
GENERAL MILLS 


Jack A rmstrong 


Betty 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Car] 
Louis 
*Blackett 


Victor Young Ore 


GENERAL FOODS | Tony Wons 
(La France) Keenan & Phillips 
(Washing Powder) *Needham, L,. & B. 
9:30-Sa-WEAF KELLOGG 
‘Beatrice Fairfax’ 5:30-Daily WJZ 
Marjorie Johnson The Singing Lady 
Mc. Stickles Ore. Irene Wicker 


11:15-Th-WEAF Allan Grant 


*N. W. Ayer 
Frances Lee Barton , a _ 
"Young & Rubican| MRAFT-PHENTIX 


te. 10-Th-WEAF 
9-Th-WEAF P Whiteman Ore 












(Maxwell) Reading Masonic 
Chas Winninger Choir 
Annette Hanshaw Deems Taylor 
Conrad Thibault Ramona 
Muriel Wilson Peggy Healy 
‘Molasses ‘n’ Jan'’ry Jack Fulton 
Gus Haenschen *J. Walt. Thomp. 
3-F-WEAF KOLYNOS 
“‘Maria’s Certo 7:15-Daily-WABC 
Lanny Ross Just Plain Bill 
Mary Lou Arthur Hughes 
Conrad Thibault *Blackett 


Gus Haenschen Ore 
*Benton & Bowles 
10-Sa-WABC 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL 
HOUSEHOLD 
(Grunow) 
Refrigerators 
9:30-Tu-WABC 


LADY ESTHER 
10-S-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-WEAF 
Wayne Kine’s Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
LAMONT-CORLISS 
(Nestles) 
8-F-WJIZ 
Ethel Shutta 
Walter O'Keefe 
Bobby Dolan Ore 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
LARUS 
(Edgeworth) 
10-W-WEAF 
Corn Cob Pipe Club | 
of Virginia 
*BBD&0 
LEHN & FINK 
(Lysol) 
10:36-Su-WEAF 
Wheeler & Woolsey 
Nat Shilkret Orc 
*Ruthrauff @& R 
LIGGETT-MY ERS 
(Chesterfield) 
9-M-W-S-WABC 
(Monday) 
Rosa Ponselle 


MacFarland 
5:30-Daily-WABC 


All American Boy 
4-Daily-WJZ 

Betty & Bob’ 

Churchil) 


Brickert 
Roen 


JENERAL MOTOR 
(Chevrolet) 
10-Su-WEAF 


*Campbell-E Andre Kx stelanetz 
(Oldsmobile) (Wednesday) 
9:15-Tu-F-WABC Nino Martini 
Ruth Rtting Andre Kostelanetz 
Johnny Green (Saturday) 


B.. B, D. & O. Creta Stueckgolé 


JOMUNS-MANVILLE 


Thompson 


Jan Garber O 





Karl Hubel 


Will Fornum 











re 


*Hays McFarla na 
OXOL 

5:45-M-Tu-W-F- 
WABC 


Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 


*Cecil Warwick 


PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WJZ 


Charles Lyons 





*Gotham *Erwin-Wasey 

NORTHWESTERN RED STAR YEAST 
YEAST 11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
8-M-WJZ Edna Odell 


Phil Porterfiela 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 


9:30-Su-W ABC Frank Novak's Orc R. J. REYNOLDS 
9:30-Th-WABC *Young-R Dave, Bunny & G (Camels) 
reat Pees INSTITUTE AM. | Bunny Couchiin 10-Tu-Thu-W ABC 
on MEAT PACKERS| Dave Grant Casa Loma Orc 
oN. W. PT anes 4-Su-WEAF Gordon Graham Connie Boswell 
FUNK «& WA aN LL ‘Romance of Meat’ ~ & a D. & Oo. Stoopnagle & Budd 
( “Sand wae | *Direct OXYDOL *Wm, Esty 
“ie JERGEN’S (Proct’r & Gamble) 
Graham McNamee : RITCHIE 
*Badger & B Walt wWinewaZ — | | 2:45-DailySWEA (Eno Salts) 
GEN. BAKING Wale eenee Ma Perkins’ 8-Tu-W-WJZ 


‘Eno Crime Club’ 
Spencer Dean 
*N, Ayer 









SCHLITZ 
SB ee eleston 10-F-WABC 
' B. B. D. & O. 
PACKARD , 
10-M-W3z SILVER DUST 
Walter Damrosch 7:30-Tu-Th-WABC 
John B. Kennedy Paul Keast 


Theimx Goodwyn 
Rollo Hudson's Ore 
"™~> 2 BD a & 





Joseph 


Bonime Orc 





Joe Parsons 


‘Death Vall’y Days’ SINCLAIR 
Tim Frawley : 9-M-WJZ 
Joseph Bell Gene Arnold 
Edwin W. Whitney | Bill Childs 
Lonesome Cowboy Mac McCloud 








*McC. Erick 


Ray Perkins 
Gale Page 
Harold 


Amos ’n’ And 
Charles Corre] 


Gertrude 
James 


Berg 
Waters 


wa Zz 


Eddie Duchin 
*Lord & Thom 


PHILCO 
Su-WABC 


Boake Carter 
°F. W. 


PALMER HOUSE 
10-Tu-WJZ 


Stokes Ore 


PEPSODENT 
7 Daily—wJz 


y 


Freeman Gosden 
(‘Rise of Golda’) 


7:45-Daily-WEAF 


9:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 


(Junis Cream) 


as 


7:45 daily ex. Sa- 


Armstrong 


PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 


Leo Reisman’s Ore 


Phil Duey 
*Blow 


PILLSBURY 


10:30-Daily-w 
‘Today's 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wick er 
Bess Je hnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von 
Jean M-« Gregor 
*Hutchinson 
11-M-W-F-WA 
‘Coc king Close 
*Hutchinson 
PARST 
9-Tu-WEAF 


Ren Be Ore 


' *Matt-F¢ garty 


IZ 


Children’ 


Amon 


BC 


Ups’ 












Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 
STAND. BRANDS 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
8-Su-WEAF 
Jimmy Durante 
Rubinoft 
(Baker's) 
7:30-Su-WJZ 
Joe Penner 
Harriet Hilliara 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 


Peter Van Steeden 
Kathleen Wells 
§-Th-WEAF 
(Fleisch mann) 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 
*J. Walt Thomp. 
STD. OIL (N. ws) 
8-M-WEAF 
Socony Sketchee 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabelle Winlocke 
Ruth Russe ll 
Robert Strauss 
“s. Be Getchell 
STERLING 
9-F-WE 
(Phillips M; &) 
Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Fra Munn 


PROD. 
iF 


Vivienne Se ral 

3:15 daily ex. Sa-So- 
WABC 

' if 4 y” 

$:30-Ta-WARC 

he Ly: ian 

Vivienne egal 


er mit? 







WYETH ¢ HEM 
(Jad Salts) 
8:15-W-Th-F- 
WABC 
y Aces’ 
|} Goodman Ace 
Jane Ace 


iM 


| *Blackett 


U. 8. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 

‘One Night Stands’ 
Pic Malone 
Pat Padgett 
Josef Bonime 
*McC.-Erick, 
UNION CENTRAL 
6-Su-WABC 
‘Roses & Drums’ 
Elizabeth Love 
George Gaul ; 
Robt T Haines 
Blaine Cordner 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
WANDER Co. 
(Ovaltine) 
5:45-Daily-W Jz 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 

WARD BAKING 

9-Su-WABC 










_—_—_—_————__ 





ae ABE 


LYM 


AND His 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC 


SUNDAY, 2:30 D. m.-3 p. m, 


ee = =8WEAF one 


WED., 
8:30 p. m. 
9 p. m. 


Isham 

















Jones 
Orchestra 











{ 
ia 
COMMODORE HOTEL 

NEW YORK | 
! 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 11:30-12 P.M.; | 
Saturdays, 11-11:15 P.M., | 
coast coast, WABCO i 
| 
Direction : 
Columbia Broadcasting System | || 
HH 





























‘Family Theatre’ 
James Melton 
Josef Pasternack 
*Fletcher-B 
WM. R. WARNER 
(Non Spi) 
9:30-W-WJIZ 
Sketches 
Leslie Howard 
*Cecil, W. & C. 
WASEY PROD 
12-M-Tu-W-Th-F- 
WABC 
3:15-M-WABC 
8:15-Tu-WABC 















Voice of Exp'rience 





HENRY 
BUSSE 


AND HIS MUSIC 


NOW 
CHEZ PAREE 


hicago 


SCHLITZ BREWING Co, 


Fri. 9-9:30 P.M. CST 
Columbia Broadcasting Co. 








‘Erwin Wa sey 


R. L. WATKINS 













9-Su-WJZ 
Tamara 
Davis Percy 
Men About Town 
Jacques Renara 
*Blacketr 
WELCH 
(Grape Juice) 
7:30-W-WJIZ 
Irene Rich 


“The Singing Lady” 
IREENE WICKER 


4th Year for Ww. K. Kellogg Co. 

All Material by Ireene Wicker 
Musie by ALLAN GRANT 
N.B.C.—WJzZ 5:30 Daily 





*Kastor 








WESTERN co. 










(Dr. West T’thp’ste) 
5:30-M-W-F-WEAF 
‘Frank Merriwel)’ 
Donald Briggs 
Dolores Gillen 
*J. Walt Thompson 
WOODBURY 
§:30-M-WABC 
Bing Cre by 
Jimmy Grie r Ore 
*Lennen-M 
WORCESTER 


Toothpaste) 


| 
} 


(Salts 





a eee 









RAY PERKINS 


Palmer House Cushman’s Sons 
CHICAGO BAKERIES 
NBC WOR 


Direction SEDL EY BROWN 


———— — 











8 Dp. m.-F-WA BC 





Parenteau'’s O 
Hi Van Emburgh 
*Fuller & Smith 


Hunter 








EMERSON GILL 


AXP ORCHESTRA 
CLEVELAND 
WTAM | Sit? xrwous 
Nightly | 1P.M_D.S.T. | 
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See Ross Federal! 


and have an 
experienced 
personal 





representative 
protect 

your 
percentage 
engagements— 


Authentic 
reports 

of all. 
entrants 
to the 
theatre 
rendered 
you 


nightly— 





A positive 
check on 
grosses 

in which 

you participate 
a 
Minimum 

cost 


for your 
protection— 


Are you 
on the air? 


Let 
ROSS FEDERAL 


make a 
phone check 
of your 
popularity 
during 

your 
broadcast— 


Assure 
your 
sponsor 
of your 
drawing 
power— 


Prove it 
by your 
public’s 
acclaim— 


Prominent 
stars and 
leading 
concerns 
secure 

radio reports 


through 


FEDERAL 
ROSS SERVICE IN C. 
—NATION WIDE— 
All Representatives Bonded 
cniatial OFFICE: 

6 East 45th Street 
NEW YORK 


e 
BRANCH OFFICES IN ALL 
PRINCIPAL CITIES 


New Business 


(Continued from page 35) 
the store, renewed for three months. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 
Ideal Drygoods Company, spot an- 
nouncement daily for one month 
Placed locally. WSJS. 


Sears, Roebuck and Company,| 
spot announcement daily for one | 
month. Placed locally. WSJS. 


Bowen Piano Company, Spot an- 
nouncement daily for One month. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 

Quality Oil Company, spot an- 





Renewals 


Philip Morris, 13 weeks, 
starting June 5, of the Tuesday 
night half hour over 24 sta- 
tions on NBC's red (WEAF) 
loop. Cast, Leo Reisman band 
and Phil Duey, stays intact. 

Crazy Water Co., 13 weeks, 
effective June 6, Wednesday 
and Friday noons, with Gene 
Arnold and the Commodores 
quartet. Involves 19 outlets on 
NBC's red link. 











nouncement each night for one 
month. Placed locally. W SJS. 
Spears Jewelry Store, time an- 


nouncement at 9 p. m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday nights for 
one month. Placed locally. WSJS. 

Pyroil, spot announcement each 
night for one month. Placed locally. 
WSJS. 

Sosniks. renewal for 10 weeks of 
bridge talks by M. R. Heckert on 
Monday nights from 7:30-8 p. m. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
Gardner Nursery Co., three five- 


minute transcriptions. Plac e d 
through Northwest Radio Advertis- 
ing Co. KOIL. 


Kimball Laundry Co., Sunday an- 
nouncement, two months. Through 
Earl Allen Co. KOIL. 

Omaha Navigation Co., excursion 

steamer, Valley Queen, announce- 
ments six per week, three months. 
KOIL. 
Nunn Bush Shoe Store, announce- 
ment each Friday, 52 times. KOIL. 
Brandeis Department Store, an- 
nouncements three times daily 
through May. KOIL. 


Hart Sanders Motor Co., an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday 
until forbid. Began May 1. KOIL. 


Kellogg Sales Co., announcements 


twice daily except Sunday, one 
month, beginning May 21. KCIL. 
Jordan’s Clothing Co., Council 


Bluffs, announcements twice daily 
except Saturday and Sunday, May 
7 through June 1. Through Frank 
B. Sawdon & Co. KOIL. 

Reo Barrish Motor Co., announce- 
ments five times per week, May 7 
through 23. Through Maxon, Inc. 
KOIL. 

Storz Brewing Co., began May 9, 
three announcements per week for 
13 times. Through Buchanan- 
Thomas Agency. KOIL. 

Higgins Cleaners & Dyers, five 
minute skit Sunday and Monday, 
one month. Through Bozell & 
Jacobs, Inc. KOIL. 

Chicago Milwaukee St. Paul & Pa- 
cific, five minute talk by Mr. Bock, 
once per week, indefinitely. WOW. 
*Pastora Cigars, announcement 
daily for two weeks. Came through 
Paxton & Gallagher, distributors, 
wow. 

Quaker Oats, five minutes Sun- 
days, reading of funny papers by 
Harry Burke, announcer. Through 
Fletcher & Ellis. WOW. 

Sears Roebuck & Co., retail store, 
15-minutes daily except Sunday, 
May 9 through 18. Roaming the 
store with Harry Burke, station an- 
nouncer, and Marvin Wright, ac- 
cordianist. WOW. 

Tums, one minute transcriptions, 
13 times, beginning May 15. Through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. WOW. 
Maison Lorenzo Beauty Salon, five 
minutes twice per week, 13 times. 
WAAW. 


Herzberg’s Photo Studio, an- 
nouncement daily for one week. 
WAAW. 

Ted’s Pen Shop, announcement 


daily for one week. WAAW. 
N. P. Dodge Corp., realtors, 12 an- 
nouncements. WAAW. 


Gold Bond Products Co., Joan of 


Are, the Champagne drink, an- 
nouncement daily for one month. 
WAAW. 


Moonlight Club, Carl Mangiamelli, 
prop., announcement daily for one 
week. WAAW. 

Pauline Palmer, Inc., beauty prep- 
arations, two announcements on a 
test program. Through R. J. Potts 


& Co. WAAW. 

Derma Health Ointment, an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday, 
May 8 through June 7. WAAW. 


Little Bohemia, beer parlor, an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday, 
one month WAAW. 


Omaha Rug Co., cleaners, an- 





nouncement daily except Sunday, 
one month. WAAW. 
CINCINNATI 


Procter & Gamble Co., for Camay 
toilet soap, Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 2-2:15 p. m. WLW. 

CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

Ann Lewis Shop, Charlotte, N. C., 
series of one-minute announcements 
beginning May 17th. Placed locally. 
WBT. 

Armand Co., New York City and 
Chicago, 13 15-minute transcriptions 


Fridays beginning May 25th at 
9:30 p. m. Placed by Radio Sales, 
Inc., N. Y¥. C. WBT. 


Better Homes and Gardens, Des 
Moines, lowa, 100-word evening an- 
nouncements, beginning May 11th. 
Placed by Radio Sales, Inc., Chicago. 
WBT. 

M. LL. Clein & Co., Atlanta, Ga., 39 
15-minute live talent day programs 
Mofiday through Fridays at 1:15 
p. m., beginning May 21. Placed di- 
rect. WHBT. 


Palmer House to Red 
Link for WLW Wire 


Chicago, May 21. 





Palmer House program will 


switch from the NBC blue to the 
red netwo” on June 5 for the re- 
maining five weeks of its original 
13-week run, which was contracted 
on options of four weeks—four 
weeks—five weeks. 

Move is primarily made to take 
in WLW, in Cincy. This follows 
the discussion among the Palmer 
House board of directors of the 
possibility of taking the WLW- 
WGN-WOR ‘quality group’ for those 
five weeks remaining. 





WMCA Joins Press-Radio 
Combo; Dropping Daniels 


WMCA, New York, has joined the 

Press-Radio service and will hence- 
forth provide its ‘Five Star Final’ 
nightly program with official ma- 
terial. W. F. Fitzgerald for WMCA 
and Otis Peabody Swift for the 
news bureau closed the deal that 
ends WMCA's outlaw news broad- 
casting. 
_ For a time WMCA subscribed to 
the so-called Continental News Ser- 
vice operated by Harry Daniels. 
Understood this cost the station $60 
weekly. For the Press-Radio ser- 
vice $50 monthly membership plus 
wire charges will be assewsed. 

‘Five Star Final’ will dramatize 
news events at least 24 hours old. 





Crumit, Sanderson for 
Schlitz Beer Likely 


Schlitz stanza on CBS moves its 
point of organization from Chicago 
to New York with the June 1 broad- 
cast. 

Frank Crumit, Julia Sanderson 
and a combo under Victor Young’s 
direction are likely to be included in 
the revised frame. 





Quin Ryan’s Record 


Chicago, May 21. 

‘Headlines of Yesterday’ on WGN 
last week clicked off its second con- 
secutive year. Believed to mark 
radio run record for a single seven- 
days-weekly show for the same 
sponsor. 

Client is Atlas Beer, with Quin 
Ryan headlining. 





Armour Keeps Shields 


Chicago, May 21. 

Roy Shields will remain on the 
Armour program as orchestra di- 
rector, 

This follows original idea of Lord 
& Thomas agency and the sponsor 
to switch to a ‘name’ orchestra. Au- 
ditioned about a _ half-dozen, but 
couldn't be satisfied. 





transcription programs Friday eve- 
nings, beginning May 1lith. Placed 
by Radio Sales, Inc., N. Y. C. WBT. 

Dodge Motor Co., Detroit, six tran- 
scription evening announcements 
daily except Sunday, beginning May 
Tth. Placed by Radio Sales, Ine., 
Chicago. WBT. 

Mayo’s Clothes (Crane & Crane), 
Charlotte branch, 156 100-word day- 
time announcements, two each Sun- 
day, Wednesday and Friday, begin- 





ning June 1st. Placed locally. WBT. 
NEWARK, N. J. 
Reliance Manufacturing Co. (Big 


Yank shirts), 13 weeks, beginning 
May 20, Sundays, quarter hour, ‘To- 
day’s Baseball Games’ with Gabriel 
Heatter. WOR. 

Greenwich Savings Bank, contract 
extended to Dec. 28, with Uncle Don. 
WOR. 

Drezma, Inc. (Kreml hair tonic), 
renewal, 52 weeks, beginning June 
28, quarter hour Mondays and 
Thursdays and five minutes Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and_ Fridays, 
‘Nell Vinick Beauty Talk.’ WOR. 

Coward Shoe Co., every hour on 
the hour each day of the week, an- 





Knox Co., Kansas City, continu- 











ation contract .-for 26 15-minute 


nouncements, 52 weeks. Through 
Milton H. Biow Adv. Co. WNEW. 














3 Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





Two years ago little Jack Little requested his release from NBC 
Columbia signed him and set him on the air with six spots weekly. - 
addition, last year CBS helped him form a band, booked him on the road 
and later into the Hotel Lexington where he was given choice air times, 
The CBS Artists Bureau set him on the Hostess Cake commercial. Now 
Little Jack Little is leaving CBS to join the American Music Corp. : 





Walter Tetley to London 


Walter Tetley has three weeks booked in and around London com. 
mencing with the Palladium on July 17. On August 1 he is due to sing at 
the Caledonian’s huge rally in Edinburgh where he will meet Harry 
Lauder and attempt to get an okay to use some of Lauder’s tunes that 
are now restricted. Incidentally he had to get an actor's working per. 
mit to enter England. 


Short Shots 


Fray and Braggiotti are in the midst of their first commercial after 
almost three years of sustaining. Elizabeth Arden is the sponsor. 
Harriet Lee now at WTIC in Hartford. She was Radio Queen of fow 
years back....Jack Arthur now filling both Manhattan Soap spots. He 
and William Kennedy formerly split the time....The Joe Cook renewal 
is for 13 weeks commencing June 9....Ken Wilson, brother of Bob Wil- 





son, CBS p.a., has joined the CBS sales dept....Dailey Paskman, who at 
one time owned and operated WGBS, ‘and trouped the Paskman Min- 
strels, is back trying to make a connection at NBC....James Saphier 


now handling Gene Meyers Glee Club of 12 men and four sirls....Leo 
Reisman still has his chauffeur accompany him wherever he goes since 
the accident....Paul Keast at the Roxy early in July....Paui Ravell 
baritone, joined the singing staff at WNEW....Howard Wiley, who left 
NBC two months ago to join WNEW production dept., has returned to 
NBC....Elliott Stuckel of CBS publicity is on way back from Seattle 
....-Don Bestor’s ork will pinch hit a few spots for Wayne King when 
King goes on vacation....May Breen is looking for fresh fields to con- 
quer in croquet. Will meet any radio artist at catchweights on her front 
lawn....Harold Levy is filling the Irving Talbot niche as staff musical 
conductor at NBC since Talbot is in Hollywood for Par....Jessie Deppen 
Ball has resigned from N32C program dept to enter an agency....Paid 
actors do the shuffling of feet and other courtroom noises on the CBS 
‘Court of Human Relations’ show....Brad Barker does impersonations 
of dogs and other animals on the Dixie Circus....Paul Wing who has 
authored various scripts for NBC has joined their production dept. 





Scrambled Notes 


Spark Plug is shopping for more time....Arthur Sinsheimer, head of 
Peck Agency radio dept., prepared for that job with 15 years of service 
as general manager for Corse Payton of stock company fame....Joe 
Penner off on July 1 for a 13-week lapse. Show returns in fall. Penner 
has five more weeks of vaudeville to do and then to Coast for pix.... 
Crosby is delaying that trip East in anticipation of another addition to 
the family....Jerry Cooper’s new CBS show will have a 51 station hook- 
up twice weekly....Alice Breeze, blues singer from Mobile, Ala., is now 
sustaining at WNEW....Bill Becher is staging the new ‘Certo Matinee’ 
show. This in addition to the ‘Maxwell Showboat’ and ‘Palmolive’ shows. 
B&B has given him three staff writers to help prepare copy....John 
Martin, formerly with WINS and later with Lesan. and Estes agencies, 
is now with the NBC sales dept....Walter Jordon of McKnight & Jordon 
in Bermuda. Returning on June 1....Balieff is takirg Mort Lewis along 
to write for the coming ‘Chauve Souris’. This show is supposed to bring 
Morris Gest out of retirement....Moe Gale moves into new offices at 
Radio City on Thursday....NBC auditioned new show written by Art 
Daly of production dept titles ‘Dream Lovers’, with Peg LaCentra and 
Owen Davis, Jr.....John Carlile, chief announcer and production head 
at CBS, is moving his office to 22d floor, using little room back of host- 
ess’ desk....Paul Whiteman opening at the Biltmore has been set back 
to June 2....Pauline Gilder has returned to NBC music program dept.... 
Tito Guizar opens at Loew’s in Baltimore on June 1 and ‘then to Holly- 
wood for the films....Harry Von Zell and Andre Baruch look like another 
Stoopnagle and Budd combination....Several troupers who were favorites 
in the old days are emoting on the Jimmy Kemper show over CBS.... 
Valere Bergere appeared last week....Lennie Hayton has opened offices. 





Stand By 


B. B. D. & O. auditioned a new show for Schlitz Beer. Show consisted 
of Everett Marshall, Vic Young and orchestra, and Frank Crummit. 


First time Crummit auditioned without Julia....Seegar Ellis goes to 
Coast this week in attempt to crash films....Ben Pollack has two new 


spots over NBC making a total of 10 weekly broadcasts over NBC, 
WMCA and WNEW....Vic Bradley, who is the ‘Dream Sweetheart’ over 
WMCA, is frau of Bob Andrews, author of ‘Skippy’ and ‘Just Plain Bill’ 
....‘Minitrub Revue’ coming from WJSV in Washington, D. C. Is on 
13-week tryout after which it will probably go on CBS network in the 
10:30 spot....Mulsified Oil Shampoo now on the 10:30 spot will prob- 


ably also go network, which will open that time to ‘Minitrub’. Dates 
not set as yet but looks like Sept. 1....The Four Washboard Serenaders 
in town from WFLA in St. Petersburg looking for a radio spot....The 


new vocalists on the Fred Allen show are Marshall Bartholemew’s Sing- 
ers. Old group known as Sal Hepatica Serenaders were composed of staff 
artists with the Songsmiths acting as background....Kate Smith arrives 
back in town on June 20....Private press agents are having a tough &£ 
time with local radio columnists. Several of the paper boys have turned 
to networks for information. 


Gossip 


Commencing Monday, June 4, WOR will present a new sustaining titled me 


‘The O'Neils’ by Jane West. Show will be on five times weekly at 7:15 
and is an Irish ‘Rise of the Goldbergs’....NBC is looking for a sponsor 
for script called ‘Musical News’ written by Norman Zemo with original 
tunes by Will Irwin. Show is a take off on ‘March of Time’. Ed Smalle° 
the musical director....WMCA is installing a new dictagraph interior 
telephone system with the master control in President Storer’s office..++ 
Jeannie Lang is set for a CBS laxative program when she finishes with 
her present cosmetic show....Sid Livingston, New York police reporter, 
is readying a series of police yarns for WNEW and intends using mem- 
bers of the Police Dept as guest stars... .. Johnny Marvin is back on the 
air after a six-week vacation in the old home town of Butler, Okla...-- 
Helen Jepson signed by Paul Whiteman....George A. Schmidt joined 
WOR sales dept....Bourjois account switched from Redfield-Coupe to 
Lord & Thomas....Bernard Douglas moved with the account... .First 
Junis show from Chicago comes on May 26....Carroll Carroll, brother of 
Gene, of Gene and Glenn, is writing gags for Walter O’Keefe....Bob Col- 
well of J. Walter Thompson Agency is vacationing in Puerto Rico and 





due back May 28....Herman Maxwell from mail division to sales dept of 
WOR where he will have charge of reports and records. Replaced bY 
Lewis Sheridan coming from Eve Journal radio dept....Maurice Grain- 
ger, assistant to Max Weiner, chief engineer at WNEW, goes to WISN 
in Milwaukee to become chief engineer....Henceforth the Vallee show 
will broadcast minus the glass curtain....Herb Polesie to Montreal t 





confer with Whiteman over next Kraft show. 
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Par's $100,000 Fund to Help Famous 


End Payoff Evil 


Declaring that Paramount has set 
aside $100,000 as a fund to aid him 
in his drive to kill off the price of 
paying orchestra leaders for special 
arrangements, Lou Diamond, head 
of Famous Music Corp., last week 
went on a spending splurge unlike 
anything the publishing trade has 
seen since the Music Publishers Pro- 
tection Association was formed to 
suppress the payoff evil. Diamond’s 
staff last week was offering to 
double, at least, the price that band 
leaders have customarily been col- 
lecting for arrangements from other 
publishers. 

Diamond is of the opinion that 
the only way the payoff practice 
ean be abolished is by carrying the 
thing to the limit. With the com- 
petition for plugs tense, and the 
publishers spending extravagantly, 
the trade, contends Diamond, will 
then come to its senses and do 
something drastic about eliminating 
the evil altogether. 

Diamond’s understanding with 
Paramount is that all arrangement 
payoffs be made with checks, and 
that these contain the name of the 
leaders receiving them. In no event 
are the drafts to be made out to 
staff arrangers with the bands, even 
if the leaders request it. 

Several of the major publishers 
claim they do not propose to enter 
into competition with Diamond for 
plugs, and that they have advised 
their professional contact men to 
pay what they have been paying 
and no more. These publishers de- 
clare they are determined to abide 
_by this policy even if it means forc- 
ing them out of business. 


5,000 CHAMP HS, BANDS 
TO FLOOD DES MOINES 


Des Moines, Ia., May 21. 

This town to be music alley May 
31, June 1 and 2, when between 4,- 
000 and 5,000 champion high school 
bands will gather here for the na- 
tional school band contest. 

Local radio stations, KSO, WOC- 
WHO, will have™ one headache, 
what to keep off the air, rather than 
any dearth in talent. Musicians to 
appear are the cream of various 
states in the Union. 


— —_ 


Syracuse Musicians Ban 
University’s Symph. Ork 


Syracuse, May 21, 

Long standing friction between 
Syracuse Musicians Protective As- 
sociation and Syracuse University 
music leaders climaxed in a union 
order forbidding union musicians 
from playing hereafter in the Uni- 
versity Symphony orchestra. 

Bitterness was heightened by the 
university’s charge that union in- 
terference nearly disrupted a stu- 
dent concert in Crouse College last 
week, 








HIRES ORVILLE KNAPP 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Orville Knapp’s orchestra has 
been booked into the Grand hotel, 
Santa Monica, starting Saturday 
(26). 
Half hour will be remoted over the 
Don Lee Coast CBS network. 
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Rose, ASCAP Settle 


Billy Rose has straghtened out his 
differences with the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers over the license fee im- 
posed by the latter’s rate committee 
on the Casino de Paree. 

Ascap asked for $4,800 a year, but 
settled with the Casino for $2,400. 


WALLY DOWNEY 
PUBS S.A. FIXER 


Wally Downey, who was record- 
ing manager in South America for 
Columbia Phonograph Co. before 
returning to this country recently, 
is going back to San Paula, Brazil’s 
principal industrial town, to take 
over the Argentine-Brazilian repre- 
sentation of several amusements in- 
terests. These will include acting 
for the major American music pub- 
lishers, as the U. S. tin pan alley- 
ites have had very unsatisfactory 
representation in those countries. 


Downey will cover San Paula and 
Rio de Janeiro, in active charge of 
Brazil, and designate a Buenos 
Aires representative to act for him 
in the Argentine country. 

He is taking a sound truck with 
him also, and will represent the new 
Hearst newsreel south, as well as 
engage in other forms of recording 
for commercial broadcast programs, 
etc. 


GORDON, REVEL UP 
FOR PAR EXTENSION 


Negotiations are on for an exten- 
sion of Paramount’s contract with 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revel, al- 
though the current agreement does 
not expire until November 1. Com- 
posers are represented by Bobby 
Crawford, who was forced to defer 
his trip to the coast with them be- 
cause of an accident. While visit- 
ing a friend’s house Sunday (20) 
Crawford tripped over a piece of 
furniture, a fractured toe resulting. 

Gordon and Revel leave for Holly- 
wood by plane today (Tuesday). 


MCA Sets Coast Bands 
For Gen. Motor Shows 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Music Corporation of America 
has set bands to play the Coast 
General Motors shows, running si- 
multaneously in 60 cities starting 
June 2, and continuing eight days 
each. 

Coas* spottings are: Los An- 
geles, Jay Whidden, with Ted Fio- 
Rito and Gus Arnheim in reserve; 
San Francisco, Kay Kayser and 
Jess Stafford, four days each; 
Oakland, Dell Courtney; Portland, 
Archie Loveland; Seattle, Vic 
Meyers; Spokane, Phil Sheridan; 
Salt Lake City, Bill Taggert. 


Mills Sails 


E. C. Mills, general manager of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, sailed 
Saturday (19) to attend a conven- 
tion in Warsaw, Poland, of all the 
performing rights organizations in 
the world. 
Mills will 
weeks. 


























be gone four or five 





GUY VICE ENRIC 


With Guy Lombardo coming into 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y., next 
month, Enric Madreguera shifts to 
Vivian Johnson’s Monmouth Beach 
(N.J.) summer resort. 





Don Bestor moves up to the Penn- 





sylvana roof June 4. j 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the rest of the 
country with the tunes most on 
the air around New York, the 
following is the compilation for 
last week. 

Plugs are figured on a Satur- 
day-through-Friday week, reg- 
ularly. 

Only the chain Stations are 
listed as indicative of the gen- 
eral plug popularity. 

Data obtained from Radio 
Log compiled by Accurate Re- 
portine Service. 


WEAF 

WJZ 

Title WABC 
Nite O% Desert. ccccaccccees 2 
By BROWS. sccee ovonvecans: 26 


Beat o’ My Heart.....sce0e 2 
Had My Moments.......... 22 
Love Thy Neighbor........ 22 
Cocktails for Two.......... 21 
Play to Me Gypsy......s... 21 
Reminds Me of You........ 20 
True ccocccecccece 19 
pe a ee ee | 
Little Man, Busy Day...... 17 
/ Pere ee cccccecccves Lt 
Pll String Along....seesses 16 
Little Dutch Mill. ..ceccccee 16 
1,000 Good Nites.....ee.06. 15 
LOve Go Wren. cccccecccce 26 
Easy Come, Easy Go....... 15 
Goodnite Lovely Lady...... 15 
House Is Haunted.......... 15 
Because It’s Love........+. 14 
Beene TE MEARE. i ieceticeia 24 
T Aint Lazy..cccccccccecccee 14 
Your Love..cccscccccscccsece 18 
Moon Country. .coccccecccce 12 
Love Me..... cccccccccesoee LS 
Once Blue Moon.ceccccsesee 12 











Lombardo Turnaways 
Worst Show Towns’ 
Answer to New York 





Birmingham, May 21. 

Guy Lombardo and band now 
know a thing or two about Memphis 
and Birmingham, two worse show 
tows in America, according to New 
York. 

Band played Memphis Friday 
night (18) and Birmingham Satur- 
day night (19) and it took police 
and ropes to handle the crowds. In 
Memphis police were called upon to 
disperse the crowd unable to gain 
admission because the house was 
sold out. Same held true here. 

Lombardo’s band was the first 
really big name to hit Birmingham 
in years, and at a guarantee of 
$2,500 for the one night at Audi- 
torium, ballroom and Temple the- 
atre. 





Cummins at Chi Trianon 


Chicago, May 21. 

Bernie Cummins returns to the 
Andrew Karzas southside Trianon 
ballroom to hold the fort while Jan 
Garber hikes his band out to Cata- 
lina Island for the summer. Switch 
date is June 1. 
Jan Garber has bought three sets 
of uniforms for his boys, but it looks 
like they'll go in the alley since P. 
K. Wrigley is understood to have 
set his mind on Spanish costumes 
for the band. 





Schnoz’s Folio 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Jack Robbins will publish a folio 
of Jimmy Durante songs. 
Will contain about 40 tunes writ- 
ten or sung by Durante. 


Smaller Trailer 
Firms May Have 
MPPA Licensing 





Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation is trying to devise a scale 


of license fees to apply to the 
smaller movie trailer producing 
firms. About the only trailer firm 


from whom it is now collecting a 
fee is the National Screen Service, 
which services around 8,000 the- 
atres. 

Method that the MPPA may adopt 
for the minor trailer producer is a 
license permitting, for a flat fee, 
the synchronization use of so many 
compositions over a period of six 
months. If the number of compo- 
sitions is limited to 10, the trailer 
maker would be at libérty to make 
it in three marches, three romantic 
melodies and four hot tunes. In 
any event, he would have to check 
the numbers selected for clearance 
with the MPPA. 

With a reasonably scaled license 
system in effect, MPPA figures that 
the smaller trailer manufacturers 
will be induced to give up the prac- 
tice of dubbing their music from 
soundtracks bought from some 
laboratory. MPPA estimates its an- 
nual income from this trailer source 
could be at least $25,000. 


WIDE OPEN JERSEY 
BREAK FOR BANDS 


Name bands are in for a break at 
the Jersey shore resorts this sum- 
mer, since word has gone out that 
gambling looks o.k. in that state. 

The casinos, a la the Saratoga 
spa and the Floridian spots, can 
only afford the huge entertainment 
overheads if roulette and the lfke 
can cperate. 








Chicago, May 21. 
Eddie Duchin orchestra opens for 
the summer at the Dells May 29. 
Buddy Rogers band comes into 
the College Inn on June 7 for the 
Fair season. Present incumbent, 
Frankie Masters orchestra,’ will 
likely move to & spot on the ex- 
position grou ids. 








Bands; 6 Mouths 


802 Closes Membership to Traveling 


Consecutive Limit 





New York musicians’ union has 
closed its membership rolls to trav- 
eling bands. From now on the men 
in an out-of-town band playing a 


Metropolitan engagement for six 
consecutive months will no longer 
become eligible to induction in Local 
802. Governing board of the New 
York branch decided on this policy 
last week, following its settlement 
of a controversy over the eligibility 
to membership of the Casa Loma 
band. 

Casa Loma had been advised by 
the international union that it would 
have to continue to eontribute 
standby money for its Camel pro- 
grams, and also remain subject to 
the regulation regarding the collec- 
tion of 30% above local scale while 
playing a New York engagement. 
Casa Loma musicians contested this 
ruling by the American Federation 
of Musicians board, claiming that 








their acceptance into Local 802 sev- 


eral weeks ago entitled them to all 
the rights and benefits of members 
of that union. Governing board of 
802 took up the issue and held that 
the Casa Loma personnel was a 
bona fide part of local’s membership 
and that it no longer was subject to 
the standby and 30% regulations 
while playing New York. 

Likely to be affected in the near 
future by the governing board's at- 
titude toward admissability of out- 
of-towners is the Phil Harris com- 
bo. Latter’s stay in New York is 
nearing the sixth month. 

Under the previous arrangement 
the local would notify a band that 
its six months’ permit to play in 
New York was about to expire and, 


if the men in the unit wished to}! 
become members of 802 they’d have | 
to pay the $50 admissions fee. If 
the new policy is enforced no out- | 
sids band will be permitted to stay 


in New York conser 


utively for more | 
than six months | 


Mayer Wins in Supreme Ct; Deman 


MDS Members Live Up to 


a 


$ 
Settlement 


With a New York Supreme Court 
decision vindicating him in every 
respect of the conspiracy charges 


brought by the Music Dealers Serve 
ice, Inc., Max Mayer has proceeded, 
through counsel Irvin A. Edelman, 
to take such legal action that will 
force the dissolution of the MDS, 
and force ths nine publishers who 
settled with him to live up to all 
the other terms in the settlement 
agreement. After two days’ trial on 
the conspiracy allegations, Justice 
Wasservogel last Friday (18) rene 
dered judgment for Mayer and ore 
dered the complaint dismissed on 
the merits. 

In a memoranda he delivered from 
the bench, Justice Wasservogel held 
that nothing containing in the 
agreements of settlement violated 
the common law or any statute to 
which his attention had been called, 
‘But aside from this,’ he said, ‘it 
seems to me that the plaintiff barred 
from attacking the validity of the 
settlement agreements because of 
its stipulation made upon the trial 
of the Federal Court action, with 
the full knowledge of the provisions 
of the settlement agreements.’ Jus- 
tice Wasservogel added that MDS 
had not shown itself entitled to 
either equitable relief or damages, 
and that no litigation costs would 
be allowed to either of the contend« 
ing parties. 

In addition to establishing the 
legality of the settlement agree- 
ments made by Mayer, Justice Was- 
servogel’s decision served to clear 
Edelman and David L. Podell, 
Mayer's trial counsel, of the coer- 
cion charges lodged against ther 
in the injunction complaint. Alle- 
gation made by MDS was that these 
two lawyers had terrorized the nine 
publishers into rushing for cover 
via separate settlement agreements 
while the trial of Mayer's $1,250,< 
000 monopoly suit was on in the 
Federal Court in March. When 
counsel for the MDS rested its case, 
however, it averred that it would 
not ask the bench to find whether 
coercion figured in bringing about 
the settlement agreements. 

Provided for in these agreements 
was the dissolution of the MDS, 
Mayer’s attoraey declared Saturday 
(19) he was preparing to serve no- 
tice upon the nine publishers that 
he would give them until the end 
of this month to go through with 
their agreement to vote for the 
washing u> of the central distribut- 
ing channel. If they failed to take 
this action within the stipulated 
time, he said, the next move would 
be to bring them before a court on 
a motion for specific performance 
of contract. 

Operating committee of the MDS 
is slated to meet this week to decide 
whether it wants to appeal from 
Justice Wasservogel’s verdict. As 
an organization, MDS at the pres- 
ent time is in a state of suspene- 
sion, with Maurice Richmond make« 
ing use of its facilities as an indie 


jobber. 

During the hearing of the action 
before Justice Wasservogel, in 
which MDS sought to restrain 


Mayer from carrying out the settle- 
ment agreement and also make him 
pay $100,000 in damages, its couns- 
sel put on the stand to tell about 
the settlement negotiations Saul 
Bornstein, v.p. of Irving Berlin, Inc; 
E. F. Bitner, of Leo Feist, Inc.; 
Ben Bornstein of Ager, Yellen & 
Bornstein, and Alfred Beekman, 
counsel for Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co, Other firms which settled in 
midtrial with Mayer, and thereby 
put an end to the MDS, were Harms, 


Inc., T. B. Harms, Inec., Famous 
Music Corp., Kermick, Witmark, 
Mills Music, Inc. and Santiy Bros, 





Songs as they should be sung, 

that’s what you will hear when 
the “‘Men-About-Tewn” are on 
the air, broadcasting on the Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round program 


via NBC. Want proof? Hear 
them sing: 
“I'VE HAD MY MOMENTS” 


“ALL § DO IS DREAM OF 
You” 
“& THOUSAND GOOD 
NIGHTS” 


“RIPTIDE” 





“HOT DOGS AND 
SASPARELLA”’ 


SLEEPY HEAD” 














ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


Bll] °°. ’wew vorx == IDE 


ee ee 








- — 








ee 


Nm hh eat EE 
wt MO a ak ns 


x 


5 

iS 
* 
Me 








a dea 


weno 
ieee: 


iS. eee 


Cate 


sit 


mixan >t #S tee 











ee ee 
th varhypaoe = 
— 

Se 


et 
pencin aie-aea eigen’ 
— 





eee 


40 VARIETY 


a a 





MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 


Tuesday, May 22, 1934 








Writers, Film-Controlled Publishers 


Attack ASCAP Membership Pact 


an rt er +> 


New membership agreement which 
the directorate of the American So- 


ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers has been drafting for the 
past two months is now under fire 
from two sources. Attacking from 
one angle are the writers, who de- 
mand a heftier share of the ASCAP 
royalty splitup and a provision in 
the by-laws protecting them vn roy- 
alty debts due from delinquent pub- 
lishers, while another dissenting 
faction consists of several publish- 
ing firm controlled by film pro- 
ducers. 

ASCAP board of directors meets 
today (Tuesday) for another going 
over on the agreement which the 
members will be asked to signature 
for a term of 10 years, effective 
Jan. 1, 1936. 

Publishing outfits hooked up with 
picture producers declare that they 
are entitled to special considera- 
tion from the Society for two rea- 
sons. One is that their connection 
with screen musicals has placed 
them in the position of creating a 
major share of the pop music per- 
formed. Other argument is the pic- 
ture companies which control them 
are themselves, through theatre op- 
erating affiliations, important users 
of music, and that the only advan- 
tage for these publishing firms to 
be in the Society is that they will 
be there to collect what their pa- 
rent corporation puts in. 

The fact that they put on the 
market a substantial share of the 
new pop music, and also that their 
parent corporations are heavy con- 
tributors to the ASCAP, should re- 
ceive extra recognition by way of 
assured special class rating in the 
Society, contend these pubs. This 
protection, they insist, should be 
written into the by-laws. 

These producer-controlled firms 
aver that they would as lief not 
extend their contracts with the So- 
ciety at the end of 1935, and thereby 
have complete control over their 
copyright as far as radio is con- 
cerned, They believe that it would 
be heathier for the sheet phase of 
their business if they had their own 
say as to how and where the works 
should be performed. Also claim 


\ that, when it came to getting plugs 
“ for their pictures on the air, it 


would be cheaper in the end for the 
parent corporation to buy time from 
the networks at the prevailing 


ASCAP Sues 


South Bend, May 21. 
The Franklin Restaurant, Inc., 


and Victor Kuzmic, proprietor, 
were made defendants in a suit filed 
by -Gene Buck, president of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and two 
song publishing firms, Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., Inc., and M. Wit- 
mark & Sons. 

Complaint alleges that ‘Wagon 
Wheels’ and ‘Sweethearts Forever’ 
were played by an orchestra at the 
Franklin Inn as a public perform- 
ance for profit. Plaintiffs seek $250 
damages on each song. 











Peony Park’s Outlay 


Omaha, May 21. 

Joe and Jerry Malec have appro- 
priaited $15,000 for improving their 
swim, dance picnic resort, 
Peony Park. 

Brothers will spend most of the 
fifteen grand in building an outdoor 
orchestra shell capable of housing 


a small symphony along with dance 
floor of 10,000 square feet, with 
a portable canopy for both. Open- 
ing Decoration Day. 

Popular symphony idea will be 
given a try in attempt to attract 
non-dancers and non-swimmers to 
picnic spot. 


BAR QUAFFING IN N. Y. 
TO HELP COCKTAILING 


Hotels look in New York and 
other keys to a renewed interest in 
cocktailing through the legalization 
of vertical quaffing. 

So far as the ex-speaks and inti- 
mate niteries were concerned, the 
sit-down drinking was a gag. Most 
of ’em in and around Broadway 
served straight across the hard- 
wood, while others with deeper re- 
gard for regulations set up prop 
tables at the bar at which the 
couples sat but were served by the 
barkeep as if they had been lean- 
ing against it. 

Thirteen years of prohibition has 
long since forced conclusion that 
the lean-against-the-bar thing had 
become too strong a habit, especially 
with the femmes, to ever become 
taboo. There’s something about the 
informality of a bar that gets the 
gals and they’re expected to pay for 
it anew under legal auspices, effec- 
tive yesterday (Monday) when the 
new N. Y. state law went into effect. 





and 











Mills Act for Radio 


Return of Listerine 


Mills Blue Rhythm band and a 
mixed choir of 10 voices auditioned 
Monday (yesterday) for Listerine. 

Account is slated to return to 
NBC. 





Barnstorming Unit, Band 


Combo dance band and colored tab 
figures on three months of summer 
one-nighters through the south and 
southwest, starting June 1, when 
they open in Wilmington. Charles 
Green (Consolidated Radio Artists) 
is taking out Connie’s Hot Choco- 
late, which has played the presen- 
tation houses, for an hour’s enter- 
tainment on ballroom floors. LeRoy 
Smith’s dance band will supply the 
dansapation. 





Felix Ferdinando’s orchestra 
booked for the opening of Bayside, 
Malletts Bay, Vt., largest ballroom 
in the state. 








Halting the Jitters 





Chicago, May 21. 

Frankie Masters, band-leader 
at the College Inn, has passed 
a ruling that he'll talk business 
to song pluggers on Tuesdays 
only. 

Claims that publishers run- 
ning in and out at odd times 
make him and the hotel of- 
ficials nervous. 


DORAN’S CASINO WILL 
SOLO IN WESTCHESTER 


Ed Doran looks to have the 
Westchester (N.Y.) roadhouse biz 
to himself this summer, with the 
Hollywood Gardens and Hunter 
Island Inn, both formerly on city 
property, razed and reclaimed by 
the N.Y.C. park dept. Pelham Gar- 
dens and Pelham Health Inn are 
also not in the running this sum- 
mer, being boarded tight. 

Doran is reopening his Glen 
Island (N.Y:) Casino, off the Bos- 
ton Post road, with Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma orchestra back for a 
second season. Doran had the 
Casa Lomaites at the Colonnades 
in Essex House, N. Y., during the 
past winter. 

Glen Island Casino is the 
drive-and-yacht roadhouse, unique 
through having three floating docks 
for yachting parties, and a private 
yacht to take the dancers for rides 
between terp sessions. 

















‘Folies’ Troupe at 
Chi’s Rainbo Garden 


Chicago, May 21. 
‘Folies Bergere’ has been set by 
the Music Corporation to open at 
Jack Huff's Rainbo Garden on the 
northside of Chicago by June 3. 


MCA, which has some $15,000 tied 
up in the French revue already, has 
cabled the troupe to hit the high 
seas and the show is scheduled to 
sail on Wednesday (23). 

Huff will rename the Rainbo Gar- 
dens, possibly the Bergere. Besides 
supplying the show, MCA will book 
in two bands, one to furnish revue 
tunes and the other for the regular 
hoofing. Troupe was at first due 
for the Pabst Casino. 

Jack Huff is giving up the sub- 
urban Lincoln Tavern and _ will 
leave the northshore territory to 
the Dells, across the street. 


‘Valley Queen’ Sinks 


Council Bluffs, Ia., May 21. 


More than 100 persons and crew 
of the ‘Valley Queen’, Missouri river 
excursion steamer, were rescued in 
the dark of night when the pleasure 
craft rammed a sandbar and split 
its hull. Music kept blaring as 
passengers were taken to shore in 
lifeboats of the craft, which sank in 
15 feet of water. 

R. E. Ward, of Omaha, condl- 
tioned the craft last year at a cost 
of $50,000 for river excursions, 
dances and pleasure cruises. 








Isham Jones leaves the Commo- 
dore, New York, to settle down at 
the Ritz, Atlantic City. He opens 
here June 23 and stays until Labor 





Day. 





Music 


Notes 





Little Jack Little shifts to the 
Ambassador, Atlanti: City, follow- 
ing a tour of one-nighters, and A. 
Kavelin replaces him May 28 on 
the Lexington, New York, roof. 





Abe Lyman is set for the Colony 
Surf Club, Asbury Park, N. J., 
starting next Wednesday (30). 





Vincent Lopez swings to the 
Cocoanut Grove, Ambassador, Los 
Angeles, July 23, from the St. Regis, 
New York. 





Jack Mills has taken over for 
American publication ‘We Like a 
Gay Song’ from Peter Maurice, and 
‘Kiss Me Goodbye’ from Karl Brull, 
of Paris. ‘Goodbye’s’ melody was 
composed by H. May, French song- 
smith, while Mitchell Parish wrote 
the English lyrics. 





Jonie Taps, head of Shapiro, 
Bernstein's radio department, starts 
on a swing of the publishing firm's 
offices May 27. His itinerary calls 
for a 10-day stay in Chicago. 





Eddie Davis will make it his 12th 
consecutive summer at Canoe Place 
Inn, Southampton, L. IL 





Enric Madriguera ieaves the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria for Vivian Johnson's, 
Deal Beach, N. J., next month. 





Banhoff and Cannon are in the 
Village Barn, New York, floor show. 





Mills Music, Inc. has the publish- 
ing rights to ‘Dreaming a Thread- 
bare Dream,’ which is included in 
the score of Universal's ‘Embarras- 
sing Moments.’ Edward Ward and 
George Wagener are co-authors of 
the tune. 





Duke Wells’ orchestra playing at 
the Crooked Lake hotel, outside of 
Troy, N. Y. 





John Steele, Harry Stevens and 
Johnnny Johnson's orch continue 
with a new floor show at the New 
Kenmore hotel, Albany. 





Morie Hoffman’s orch is the new 
band at the Hotel Trojan in Troy, 
ae ie 





Maurice Davenport orchestra and 
Ross Underhill and band have been 
booked by Coolidge RBavilion, Lud- 
low, Vt., for the summer. 





Hugo Reisenfeld is writing musi- 
cal score for Sol Lesser’s ‘Peck’'s 
Bad Boy.’ 





Jerome Kern is writing an addi- 
tional song for Fox’s ‘Music in the 
Air,’ with Oscar Hammerstein, 24, 
doing lyrics. 





Dick Mansfield has replaced Ernie 
Holst at the Avenue restaurant, 5th 
avenue and 44th street. 





Frederick Brothers have placed 
Jimmie Joy at Coney Island, Cin- 
cinnati; Jack Crawford, current at 
Highlands, St. Louis, and shortly 
opening the Roof Garden of Hotel 


Claridge, Memphis: Carleton Coon, 
Jr., with the Owen Sisters tvio, cur. 
rently playing colege dates ana 
ballrooms in Ohio and West Vir. 
ginia prior to their summer en. 
gagements at Forest Park High- 
lands, St. Louis, and the Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City. 





Percy Wenrich has hooked up his 
‘Come On Down to the Fair’ with 
the exploitation division of the Chi- 
cago exposition. Mills Music, Inc, 
is publishing. 





Select Music Publcations, Inc., has 
sold the British rights of ‘Ridin’ 
Around in the Rain’ to Campbell. 
Connelly 





Roger Wolfe Kahn's opening at 
the Claremont Inn, upper Manhat- 
tan, put off a week to May 28, 
Placed thru Taps. 





Ben Pollack starts May 29 doubling 
rom the Casino de Paree to the New 
Yorker. 





Reggie Childs uncovers an aug- 
mented unit in the Roosevelt's Sum- 
mer Gardens tomorrow night 
(Wednesday). 





Joe Hoffman, who took the Cab 
Calloway unit on its recent Euro- 
pean jaunt, is now handling the 
band booking dates for the Irving 
Mills office. 





Ben Cutler has been set by Meyer 
Davis into the Lido Country Club, 
Long Beach, L. I. 





Leon Miles, Coast baton-waver, 
in New York rehearsing a new 
band for Eastern dates. 





Fletcher Henderson steps into the 
Cotton Club, New York, June 16, 
replacing Jimmy Lunceford, who 
goes on tour, 


Court Nixes Bernie’s $125 
Garnishee Against McGee 


Garnishment for $125 which Ben 
Bernie had obtained against Erwin 
McGee, musician currently em- 
ployed in Lum’s restaurant, was 
vacated last week by Justice Gar- 
sten of the Municipal Court. Bernie 
brought suit in the name of his 
lawyer, Joel S. Tepper, but Jus- 
tice Garsten held that’ the go-be- 
tween idea was out, and that if the 
band leader wanted to collect he 
would have to litigate under his 
own identity. 

Money tangle dates back to time 
McGee was in the Bernie organiza- 
tion. Selmer-Conn made _ Bernie 
co-defendant in a suit to collect 
$125 in claims as the balance due 
on some instruments McGee had 
bought. The leader, it was alleged, 
endorsed McGee's credit. 

McGee’s lawyer, David Good- 
stein, charged before Justice Gar- 
stein that Bernie had settled the 
$125 judgment that Selmer-Conn 
eventually got for $50, and that the 
leader was trying to compel McGee 
to make restitution to him on the 











basis of $125. 














FARE THEE 


“MANY HAPPY 





THE BOOGIE MAN 


FROM PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


Featuring GUY LOMBARDO 
and BURNS and ALLEN 


WELL 


RETURNS” 





COCKTAILS FOR TWO 
LIVE AND LOVE TONIGHT 
EBONY RHAPSODY LOVELY ONE 


MARAHUANA 


WHERE DO THEY COME FROM 


FROM PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


“MURDER AT THE VANITIES” 


ACCLAIMED BY THE MAJOR BROADCASTERS AS POSITIVE HIT SONGS 


THE SWEETEST MUSIC THIS {| 
SIDE OF HEAVEN 
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CORPORATION 


amous CMusic 


BROADWAY + +++ *%* NEW YORK, 
PUBLISHERS TO PARAMOUNT. PICTURES 













LAUGH, YOU SON OF A GUN 
LOW DOWN LULLABY 
I’M A BLACK SHEEP WHO’S BLUE 


FROM PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


“LITTLE MISS MARKER” 
Featuring SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
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Wike Shea, 75, Dies in Buffalo: 


Last of Vaudeville’s Active Pioneers 





(Mike) Shea died last 
Wednesday (16) at his home in 
Buffalo, N. Y. He was 75 years old 
and only recently had celebrated his 
50th anniversary in the show busi- 
The last active member of 


Michael 


ness. . 
the original band of American 
showmen who pioneered in the 


variety field and later in independ- 
ent circuit operation, Mr. Shea 
died in harness. 

Late last Marc!. Mr Shea suffered 
tooth infection, from whicl he never 
fully recovered. Immediately prior 
to that he was, despite his 75 years, 
as active and as vigorous as many 
men half his age. Even during his 
recent illness he continued to per- 
sonally direct hi: business affairs 
as usual. The only item he ne- 
glected during the last six weeks 
was his periodical booking trip to 
New York. This he left to Vincent 
McFaul, the Shea general manager 
for 31 years. McFaul was in New 
York at the Paramount office on a 
film booking deal when notified of 
the death of his chief. It's under- 
stood that McFaul will inherit Mr. 
Shea’s position as head of the Shea 
theatre companies. 

Mike Shea’ was known for his 
square shooting among many other 
personal virtues, but to the show 
business in which he was rooted 
the outstanding thing about Mike 
was the independence for 
which he fought and which he re- 
tained throughout the half of a cen- 
tury he spent as a showman. It 
was often said of him that ‘Mike 
Shea never sold out.’ 


Always Independent 

Guarding his individuality through 
his entire career, refusing to be 
tempted by money or bluffed by re- 
verses, Mike Shes insisted on re- 
ining his independence to the end. 
ss than two weeks before he died 
he showman made his final bid for 
hat distinction, and won. That he 
as ill at the time made no dif- 
With Loew and 
aramount he became involved in 

three-cornered pooling deal for 
he Great Lakes theatre in Buffalo. 
‘Although his interest was far out- 
veighed by the combined Loew and 
Paramount interests in the matter, 
ike Shea insisted on being named 
sole boss, and his circuit partners 
equiesced. 
Mr. Shea, born at St. Catherines, 
Ont., in 1859, was raised in Buffalo, 
where his theatrical activities in 
later years were centered. Buffalo 
mourns his passing as that of an 
outstanding public figure. He built 
and operated the majority of the 
theatres in that city and through 
these activities became an influen- 
tial man in the political as well as 
the business affairs of Buffalo. 

There is no “ecord either in Mike 
Shea's dealings in the show busi- 
ness or his outside business affairs 
in Buffalo, of ~ loss by an investor 
in a Shea enterprise where it could 
possibly have been prevented by the 
head of the company. During the 
worst part of the depression Mr. 
Shea had his back to the wall. Many 
people advised bankruptcy and re- 
ceivership for his companies, but 
he refused to_ listen. His in- 
sistence on protecting his investors 
Was known to have dug deeply into 
his personal holdings. 

The story of Mike Shea as told in 
Variery’s anniversary issue, is partly 
reprinted herewith: 

Mike Shea is 75, with white 
hair and a carriage as erect as 
a West Point cadet. He is one 
of those guys that neither looks 
or acts his age. He’s as active 
today as he was 25 years ago 
and works as hard and as long 
as anybody on his payroll. 

Two-thirds of his life have 
been spent in the show business. 
He has been a showman in all 
that term implies, for every 
minute of those 50 years. He is 
the last of the vaudeville Mo- 
hicians, the lone survivor of that 
colorful band of men _ who 
started from scratch in the 
1880’s and nursed vaudeville 
from a museum to the most 
Popular form of amusement of 
its time. He has lived through 
vaudeville’s recent loss of the 
Prestige which he and others 
fought so hard and long to build 
up. But he didn’t and doesn’t 
cry about it. He remained a 
showman and progressed with 
show business. He knows all 
old-fashioned ways and days, 
but he’s not an old-fashioned 





, didn’t care so much 
money,’ 


, pend for his shows. 


| erator 


showman, His methods are 
modern and so are his theatres 
and shows. 

Talent First 


There are two things in show 
business in which Mike Shea 
has immovable faith. One is 
talent. The other is independent 
and individualistic showman- 
ship. He believes in talent first, 
because without performers at 
his disposal the showman can't 
exist. 

Independence is the essence 
of Mike’s own kind of show 
business; it becomes more of a 
romance than a business as 
viewed through the pages of 
Mike Shea’s personal history. 

In an interview two years or 
so ago Mike Shea said some- 
thing that reflects his whole 
career. It: was in answer to the 
question of why, when all the 
other major independents sold 
out to the circuits in the boom 
period of '25-’29, he alone re- 
fused to relinquish control and 
insisted on maintaining his in- 
depenc nee. 

‘I didn’t sell out because I 
for the 
Mike answered. 

Mike Shea became a show- 
man in 1883. He was 25 years 
old and .had been a sailor on the 
Great Lakes, an iron foundry 
worker and a stevedore. He 
made his theatrical debut as the 
owner, operator, booker and en- 
tire staff of Shea’s Music Hall. 
He was destined to become 
Show Business itself as far as 
Buffalo was concerned. No one 
man has had greater influence 
on the theatre of any large 
American city than Mike Shea 
has had on the theatre of Buf- 
falo. 

In 1881 there were no central 
booking offices on which an 
indie theatre operator could de- 
It was a 
matter of picking "em up where 
and when possible. The op- 
was his. own booker. 
Having once acquired that habit, 
Mike never lost it. It’s a habit 
with him to this day. He still 
books his own shows. His the- 
atres may be listed on the 
books of a circuit booking of- 
fice, but Mike comes to New 
York regularly to personally 
oversee the penciling in of 
every act that plays his the- 
atres. 

The Keith and other booking 
offices which carried the Shea 
theatres on their books would 
rather have -had Mike Shea 
stay in Buffalo. They didn’t 
like the way Mike set his own 
salaries. If the booking office 
had set a salary of $500 on a 
particular act and Mike thought 
the act was worth $100 more, 
he’d book the act for $600. The 
booking office would squawk, 
because the higher salary set 
by Mike would be a ‘bad’ 
precedent, but when Mike Shea 
had his own opinion of an act’s 
value no booking office squawk 
ever changed it. 

Mike had another method of 
paying an act what he thought 
it was worth, if believing the 
booking office salary  insuffi- 
cient. At the end of an en- 
gagement, and if having made 
good in his theatre, many acts 
would find an extra $50 or $100 
in their pay envelope. The 
standard acts of vaudeville re- 
member Mike for that because 
he still does it. 

Played ’Em All 

In his Buffalo theatres from 
1883 to 1933 Mike Shea has 
played ’em all. In 1885 he 
played the Ward and Vokes, the 
Kelly and Manns and the James 
Thorntons. His 1933 head- 
liners are the Eddie Cantors, 
the Paul Whitemans and the 
Amos ’n’ Andys. His experi- 
ence with talent of all grades, 
shapes and sizes have been re- 
sponsible for Mike Shea’s im- 
plicit faith in talent as _ the 
prime factor in theatre opera- 
tion. |. 

Mike Shea says that he 
hasn’t any idea about favorite 
actors and such things. He’ll 
book all actors who entertain 
his audiences and draw busi- 
ness to his theatres. He doesn’t 
mind paying them if they’ll 
entertain and draw. He likes 
to pay and play names—real 


(Continued on page 42) 


LAYOFFS GET BEANS 


And Prizes Too, in Hollywood Nite 
Spot by Applause Test 








Hollywood, May 21. 

Layoff acts are getting a chance 
for beans at the Brass Rail, local 
beer groggery, with the advent of 
vaude nites. Spot is giving three 
prizes, $5, $3 and $2 for the best 
acts selected by applause. Those 
not winning prizes are fed, anyway. 
Matty Fain is m.c. 

For the first nite, the Huntley 
Sisters, dance team, and Geraldine 
Duke, singer and hula swisher, were 
in. 


Dr. Fischel Set as 
Medical Supervisor 
Over NVA San 





Dr. Karl Fischel, one of the coun- 
try’s foremost tuberculosis special- 
ists, has accepted the position of 
medical supervisor at the NVA 
Sanitorium Saranac Lake, N. Y. He 
starts June 1. 

Dr. Fischel reported favorably on 
the NVA San’s present medical staff, 
being particularly enthusiastic 
about Dr. George Wilson, whom he 
met on a trip to Saranac. Lake last 
week. Wilson has been acting su- 





pervisor in the absence of Dr. Edgar 
Mayer. When Fischel commences, 
Wilson will become medical director 
of the San. 

Harold Rodner of Warners, who 
handled the NVA reorganizing for 
the circuits, described Dr. Fischel 
as one of the four top men in the 
U. S. in his line. Dr. Fischel grad- 
uated in Vienna and did post grad- 
uate work there and in Switzerland. 
He has been on the staff of the Los 
Angeles General Hospital, a teacher 
in the lower California colleges, and 
for 11 years th» medical director at 
Los Angeles Sanatorium. He has 
agreed to drop all outside practice 
and devote all his time to the NVA 
San. 

On June 1 Mrs. William Morris 
will take up her duties as official 
‘mother’ of the San, a capacity she 
will fill without salary. 

NVA Board meets in New York 
this week to report on the drive and 
decide on any further administra- 
tive changes found necessary. As 
the San _ reorganization appears 
practically scttled, other changes, if 
made, probably will be confined to 
the New York social end. 

Returns on the drive are still in- 
complete, but indications are that 
the $200,000 expected may be ex- 
ceeded. Drive will continue in some 
scattered independent theatres 
throughoyt the country during the 
rest of May. 


Cincinnati, May 21. 
NVA will get the profits from the 
local Variety Club’s first social af- 
fair, a supper dance, held Saturday 
(19) in the night club at the Nether- 
land: Plaza. 
About 700 attended at $2 admish. 


Newark, May 21. 
The NVA theatre funds’ drive re- 
turns in the Warner theatres in 
northern New Jersey were 15% 
better than last year. 
Collections amounted to 
than $6,000. 


Colored Vaude Tilt 
Resumes in Harlem 


more 








Manhattan Playhouses, which lost 
its first tilt with Sidney Cohen in 
the battle to retain colored vaude- 
ville on 125th street, has returned 
to the fray. Circuit’s Harlem Opera 
House resumed colored vaude Sat- 
urday (19). 

With the restoration of colored 
vaude at the Harlem Opera House, 
Nat Waller is out as the manager, 
replaced by Al Sterling. 





Sid Cohen’s Apollo theatre in 
Harlem, playing colored stage pres- 
entations with films at 35c top, is 
going in for names when available. 
Starts this week with the Don Red- 
man band, Bill Robinson June 2. 
House is the former Hurtig & 
Semon and Minsky burlesque spot. 
Cohen took it over last winter and 
has built it into a big money-getter 
almost exclusively on a _ colored 
draw. Recent gross average has 





been $8,000 a week. 





PROS STAGE SHOW AT 


Grossinger Falls, N. Y., May 21. 

Barney Ross, the Chicago light- 
weight champ who will fight Jimmy 
McLarnin for the welterweight title 
May 28 at the Garden Bowl, Long 


Island City, explains the reason for 
confidence that he will win—says it 
is intuition. In this ideal training 
spot Ross attracted a flock of pro- 
fessionals over the week-end, Abe 
Lyman bringing up his band and a 
inpromptu show was staged in the 
Playhouse. Others’ participating 
were Gordon and Revel, Milt Berle, 
Ritz brothers and Lew Brice. 

Match is being promoted by Mrs. 
Hearst's Free Milk Fund for 
Zabies. Indications are for a sell- 
out, capacity of the Bowl being in- 
creased to 70,000. 





Betting odds on the Ross-Mc- 
Larnin bout are even. Same goes 
for the Baer-Carnera fight to be 
staged at the Bowl June 14, advance 
sale for which, too, is heavy. 


BROWNS SHOW 
FOUR AND OUT 


Chamberlain Brown’s ‘Flashes’ 
folded at the Lyric, New York, Fri- 
day (18) after four performances 
Shows included the opener Wednes- 
day night, two on Thursday and a 
Friday matinee. 

At a 25c and 50c scale the straight 
vaude and sketches venture backed 
by the United Patriotic Society 
grossed less than $25 for the four 
shows. Brown claims that the spon- 
sors put up all the dough, he sim- 
ply having booked, staged and sung 
in the show. They paid off the acts. 


N. Y. LICENSE COMM’R’S 
AGENT TEST THIS WK.? 


Although such was his avowed in- 
tention last week, License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss did not issue any 
summonses last week to Broadway 
agents for a test case on the Em- 
ployment Agency Law of New York. 
Moss is trying to license all theatri- 
cal reps as employment agents, 
which necessitates a $25 yearly fee 
and $500 bond, while they, through 
Counsel Maurice Goodman and Har- 
old M. Goldblatt, are fighting the 
move. 

Yesterday (Monday) Commis- 
sioner Moss stated that he expects 
to issue the summons this week, 
the only reason for the delay lying 
in his anxiety, and that of the Cor- 
poration Counsel, to make sure of 
the city’s case. 

Before issuing the summons, Moss 
said, they are seeking an agent who 
most assuredly comes under the 
Employment Agency Law. 

















Striking Truck Drivers 
Waive Walkout for Roxy 


Minneapolis, May 21. 

With transportation tied up by 
the truck drivers’ strike, it was 
necessary for Roxy and his Gang to 
obtain special dis#ensation from 
union officials to enable the troupe 
to get out of town following its en- 
gagement at the Minnesota theatre 
here. 

Union officials permitted the use 
of vans to transport the company’s 
baggage to the railroad station. 
Company jumped from here to 
New York. 





Det. Bookers Reorg. 


Detroit, May 21. 

Michigan Bookers Association has 
been revived, with Sol Berns as 
president, for the purpose of elimi- 
nating evils in the local booking 
situation. 

One purpose of the activity is to 
present a solid front in dealing with 
any problems that arise from the 
activities of the Detroit Entertain- 





ers’ Association. 


ROSS’ TRAINING CAMP 


Two Agents for Every Act This 
Summer; See 2414 Wks. Major Time 


face a 
lean vaude summer, with but a total 
of 24% scheduled to be 
booked by the major circuits out of 
New York. This includes the pice 
ture houses. Theatre chains are 


Agents, acts and bookers 


weeks 


scheduled to shave down to that 
amount by the middle of June, if 
not sooner. 

Last summer, which was sup- 
posed to have seen the bottom 
reached in stageshow time booked 


in N. Y., there were about 32 weeks 
available out of the big city. 


Loew, with 13% weeks being 
booked now, most of which it is 
expected to retain through the 


summer, will top the list in amount 
of playing time, making up more 
than half the complete total of 
weeks. RKO, once the leading ex- 
ponent of stageshows, may be near 
the bottom with three and a half 
weeks booked between its three 
show buyers. Arthur Willi, Bill 
Howard and Dan Freundlich. 
Par Second 

Paramount, with four weeks to 
be booked by Harry Kalcheim, will 
run second to Loew, while Fanchon 
& Marco, with two weeks, will be in 
fourth place behind RKO. Warners 
will be fifth and last with a week 
and a half, the amount of time it is 
presently booking. 

The one ludicrous feature of the 
shrinkage of N, Y.’s playing time 
this summer is the fact that Loew’s, 
with the major portion, has lesg 
than one-third the amount of fran- 
chised agents than RKO, which 
ranks so close to the bottom. On 
the latter’s booking floor things are 
going to be tough indeed for the 
agents during July and August, alk 
though the reps have had no raves 
fer RKO’s book at any time in the 
past two years. On the Paramount, 
Warner and F, & M. floors the come 
petition will be tougher still, ag 
these are open offices visited by the 
independent agents as well as those 
franchised by Loew and RKO. 

For the 24% vaude weeks to be set 
out of N. Y., the bookers will buy 
around 135 acts weekly. This will 
mean an average of one act booked 
between two agents weekly, as 
there are at least 270 act-sellers on 
Broadway at present. With the de- 
pletion ef weeks available to their 
acts, however, it is expected that the 
agents’ ranks will also shrink bee 
tween June 15 and next fall. 


Summer Time 


Loew: Full weeks, Capitol, State, 
Valencia, Paradise and Metropoli- 
tan, New York; Century, Baltimore; 
Orpheum, Boston; Loew's, Jersey 
City; State, Newark; Loew’s, Prove 
idence; State, Syracuse, and Fox, 
Washington. Split weeks: Boulee 
vard, Orpheum and Gates, N. Y. 

Paramount: Paramount, N. Yi 
Metropolitan, Boston; Buffalo, Buf- 
falo, and the Michigan, Detroit, all 
full weeks. Kalcheim also assisting 
in the booking of the Chicago and 
Oriental, in Chicago. 

R.fO, full weeks: Palace and 
Albee, N. Y., and Palace, Chicago, 
Split week, Academy, N. Y. 
Warners, split weeks: Warle the= 
atres in Philadelphia and Washinge 
ton, and Ritz, Elizabeth, N. J. 
Fanchon & Marco, full weekse 
Roxy, N. Y.; Fox, Philadelphia. 


RKO DROPS VAUDE 
IN UPSTATE SPOTS 


RKO is folding up vaudeville in 
Syracuse and Rochester after this 
week. Syracuse opened two weeks 
ago after being without stage shows 
all winter. 

Rochester budget was cut down 
when Syracuse opened to conform 
with the latter and play the same 
shows, but the idea didn’t work out, 
Rochester had been playing the high 
priced units and name shows. 














Hugo Morris Broke 


Hugo Morris, who with Murry 
Feil operated a vaude agency untf 
four years ago, filed a petition in the 
New York Federal Court last week, 


Morris gave his liabilities as $2,535, 
and assets $5. 
Principal creditor listed in the 


schedule is Charles Furey, who five 
years ago obtained a $2,256 judg« 





ment against Morris. 
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(Continued from page 41) 


names—because real names 
draw business. But while he 
won't mention any favs, it's 


easy to see that Mike has a 
soft spot for Marie Dressler as 
an artist and a name, stage or 
screen, for his theatres. 


Pictures didn't demonstrate 
the merits of Marie Dressler to 
Mike Shea because Miss Dress- 
ler, as a vaudevillian, had 
played for Mike many times 
before he had ever seen a pic- 
ture. But Miss Dressler had 
a lot to do with demonstrating 
the properties of pictures as 
an entertainment to Mike. 


It happened at Shea's Hippo- 
drome many years ago. Mike 
was in New York on a booking 
trip. The picture at the Hipp 
with the vaudeville that week 
was so bad it was keeping them 
away from the theatre. Mike 
returned to Buffalo in the mid- 
dle of the week with a print of 
‘Tillie’s Punctured Romance,’ a 
comedy with Marie Dressler, 
Mabel Normand and others. 

The next day, while riding to 
work on the street car, the 
house manager of the Hipp met 
a friend who proceeded to rave 
about the current picture. The 
manager thought the guy was 
crazy, but when arriving at the 
theatre he saw a line stretching 
down the block. Mike, without 


























notifying anyone, had stopped 
the bad picture before its con- 
clusion at the evening show and 
replaced it with ‘Tillie. By 
the next afternoon word-of- 
mouth gave Mike Shea his first 
smash picture. 

The incident educated Mike 
Shea to the extent that, unlike 
other vaudeville showmen of his 
time, he did not cling blindly te 
vaudeville alone for his thea- 
tres, but joined the parade. And 
he has never dropped from the 
running. The parade passed 
many of the others by, but not 
Mike Shea. 

While always following mod- 
ern trends, for business and 
showmanship reasons, Mike 
Shea has never gone 100% hard 
boiled toward vaudeville. He's 
stili a softie for the form of en- 
tertainment which he helped 
create. He plays stage shows 
wherever his audiencés’ will 
stand for them, and sometimes 
when he would be better off 
without them. But he'd rather 
give his patrons a good stage 
show with a bad picture than 
just the bad picture, and that 
accounts for his continued par- 
ticipation in the vaudeville 
beoking field, also the tract that 
Mike is among the most prolific 
big money stage name buyers 
of today. 


Starts Building 
As far as Buffalo and Mike 















































Shea and show business are 
R ACK AGAIN! concerned there is little con- 
7 e cerning theatricals in that town 
that Mike hasn’t had a hand in. 
He operated the Music Hall for 
12 years and the only thing 
that could stop him did stop 
him—a fire. It burned the two- 
~ a-day 50c top showhouse of 
specialty acts to the ground. 
So Mike built himself another 
one—the Garden. 

And he kept on building the- 
atres through the years. He 
built the Buffalo, Great Lakes, 
Hippodrome, Shea's Seneca, 
Century, Community, North 
Park, Bailey, Kensington, Bell- 
evue and Riviera theatres in 
Buffalo, which gives a fair idea 
and how synonymous Mike Shea 
and show business are to Buf- 

“ . ” falo. He also built a pair of 
The Painter of Songs . theatres in North Tonav-anda, 
NOW N. Y., a nearby town, and one in 
Toronto. And ran them all 
METROPOLITAN, B'KLYN ]]_ himselt. 
: From 1900 to 1920, without 
This Week (May 25) missing an up or down beat, 
it Mike Shea made regular weekly 
; trips to New York and back. 
Direction Before 1900 and after 1920 his 
JOHNNY HYDE Buffalo-New York jaunts aver- 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY aged two a month. In his 560 
JAMES MOORE, CLIFTON MOORE, CARLTON SANTO, 
HENRY PERRY and JOHN FREEMAN 
BACK AGAIN WITH CAB CALLOWAY 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK (This Week, May 18) 
5 
Next Week (May 25) EARLE, PHILA. 
Personal Direction, IRVING MILLS 
ROSS and EDITH 
BACK FOR OUR SIXTH RETURN 
ENGAGEMENT AT RKO PALACE 
a NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 18) . 


Direction, IRVING TISHMAN 








years, it is estimated, Mike has 
spent enough in carfare between 
the two cities to have bought 
himself his own railroad. 

For the past several years 
Mike Shea has divided his resi- 
dence as well as his time, be- 
tween New York and Buffalo. 
Picture buying, besides vaude- 
ville bookings, along with the 
many deals necessitated by 
modern theatre operation, forced 
him to spend more time in New 
York. So he bought a home in 
Sheepshead Bay, where he now 
resides about half of the time. 

In New York Mike Shea's of- 
fice is wherever he happens to 
be booking or buying pictures 
or vaudeville or making deals 
for his theatres. In Buffalo his 
office adjoins the top balcony 
in the Buffalo theatre, three 
flights up and no elevator. One 
story is that it’s on the third 
floor because Mike likes to see 
the bankers walk the stairs. 
That stair walking is the only 
squawk that Mike Shea’s em- 
ployees have against Mike Shea. 
Among the employees is Vince 
McFall, who has been general 
manager of Mike’s enterprises 
for 31 years, which sounds like 
a record engagement for any 
g. m. in one spot for show busi- 
ness. 

But it’s Mike Shea’s theory, 
and accepted as gospel by his 
staff, that if the customers will 
pay for the privilege of walking 
the three flights, the climb 
shouldn't be so tough for those 
who get paid for it. 

For any success he has attained 
for the good will he has earned, 
Mike Shea insists that he has 
not been chiefly responsible. It 
is the talent, the shows and the 
pictures, and those responsible 
for them, that made him a 
showman, says Mike Shea. 

Surviving the showman are 
his widow, Mrs. Josephine Carr 
Shea; daughter, Mrs. Emile 
Giffoniello, and two grandchil- 
dren. 





Buffalo, May 21. 

High church and civic honors 
were\ accorded Mike Shea at his 
funeral Saturday (19). City of- 
ficials from Mayor Zimmerman 
down and about 56,000 other people 
attended the services at St. Joseph’s 
Cathedral to pay their respects to 
the showman who was one of Buf- 
falo’s foremost citizens. 

A delegation of New York show- 
men acting as pall bearers included 
Sam Dembow, Jr., Abe Lastfogel, 
Harold B. Franklin, Andy Smith 
and Y. Frank Freeman. 

All Shea theatres in the city were 
closed until 3 p.m., the day of the 
funeral. Also remaining closed until 
that hour in honor of Mike Shea 
was A. C. Hayman’s Lafayette. 
Hayman and Shea were in many 
bitter opposition battles in Buffalo. 

Vincent McFaul, general manager 
of the Shea enterprises for 31 years, 
stated he will continue to operate 
the company with his associates 
without departing in any way from 
Mike Shea’s methods. It is gener- 
ally known in Buffalo that during 
the past few years Shea anticipated 
his own eventual withdrawal, and 
saw to it that the company could 
operate as he wanted it to under 
McFaul’s’ direction. Minor em- 
ployes of the company, which con- 
trols nine theatres here, two in 
North Tonawanda, nearby suburb, 
and one in Toronto, have been given 
assurance that there will be no 
changes in policy or personnel on 
the operating end. 

McFaul will make the periodical 
booking trips to New York which 
made Mike Shea the railroads’ best 
customer for 50 years. 

Members of the immediate family 
attending the funeral were the 
widow, one daughter, son-in-law, 
and Mike Shea’s two brothers, Tom 
and Jerry. 


Rand’s 3 Loew Weeks 


Loew is booking the Sally Rand 
unit through the Morris office for 
three weeks, commencing June 8 
with a split week in Akron and 
Canton. 

Full weeks in Syracuse and Roch- 
ester follow. 








Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 





James Marshall has fallen. He 
will mugg a Saranac column of the 
better type. 

Our library has been swelled up 
via books received from Miss Toot- 
sie Heimlich. Thanks! 


Mrs. Leonard Grotte, wife of 
Loew manager, who is ozoning up 
here, wasted a couple of weeks 
vacashing in the Bronx. 


Louis Cohen and Bert Schwimmer 
are now upers. They both left the 
infirmary department for an exer- 
cise routine. Nice work in two 
months. 

Betty Huntington tried to join 
the pneumo-thorax gang, but the 
needle would not function, so our 
Betty will relax to the natural cure. 

Bill Fletcher, trombone _ soloist 
recently with Phil Harris orchestra, 
is doing wonders via the pneumo- 
thorax routine. ‘ 

Irving Flersher, Warner execu- 
tive, made a flying trip up here to 
ogle the lodge, in and out same 
day. 

Danny Murphy was week-ended 
by his frau and daughter, Dan 
is the official greeter of the lodge. 

Doris Connes is a new arrival at 
the lodge. She was formerly with 
the ‘Venetian Serenaders.’ 

John Eskin, new dietitian at the 
lodge, is adding on a mess of 
weight to the bed patients. 

Fred Rith left the all-up depart- 
ment and was shot back into the 
infirmary for a mess of bed, while 
Armand Monte left the infirmary for 
a routine of exercise. 

Edward P. Tario, local hair 
dresser, is added to our good samar- 
itan club. He is donating his serv- 
ices gratis to our ozoning gals. 

Jack Nicoll, after a _ siege of 
French hospitaling, was shot into 
General hospital here for a once 
over and test. Returned to lodge 
with a siege of bed before him. 

George de Carlton ig another 
newcomer at the lodge. He ‘was 
shot up here from the Friars club. 

Names and addresses of showfolk 
patients at the N.V.A. lodge and 
elsewhere. 

N.V.A. Sanatorium 

Thomas Abbott, Fred Bachman, 
Stella Barrett, Happy Benway, 
Betty Blair, William Canton, Alice 
Carman, Fifi Climas, Louis Cohen, 
Ethel Clouds, George De Carlton, 
Doris Connes, J. A. Curtis, Robert 


Faricy, Doris Gascoigne, Hazel 
Gladstone, George Harmon, Ruth 
Hatch, Betty Huntington, Elsie 


Johnson, Raymond Ketcham, John 
Louden, James Marshall, Robert 
Merrick, Armand Monte, Richard 
Moore, Danny Murphy, Jack Nicoll, 





INTERSTATE TOTALLY _ 
VAUDLESS FOR SUMMER 


Interstate circuit will run without 
any stage 





bookings all Summer 
, 


having reversed its original inten. 
tion of playing occasional attrac. 
tions if and when available during 


the hot weather. 

Charlie Freeman had been nego. 
tiating with the William Morrig 
office for summer bookings for the 
Sally Rand and George Olsen-Ethe} 
Shutta units and Bebe Daniels-Ben 
Lyon in Dallas and Houston, but 
last week was ordered by Karl Hob- 
litzelle to call all deals off. 

Interstate’s regular stage show 
season terminated last week. 





Joseph Parker, Louis Rheingold, 
Nellie Queally, Ford Raymond, 
Fred Rith, Jackie Roberts, Ren 


Schaffer, Bert Schwimmer, Tommy 
Vicks, Margaret Newell, Catherine 
Vogelle, Dorothy Wilson, Toni Tem- 
ple. 

Harry Barrett and Charley Bar- 
rett, 302 Broadway; Frisco DeVere, 
9 Church street; Jack Casey, 72 
Park avenue; Marion Greene, San- 
tononi apartments; Leonard Grotte, 
8 Old Military road; James Haeg- 
ney, Santononi road; Chris Hage- 
dorn, 26 Sheppard avenue; Claude 
Lawson, 38 Lake Flower avenue: 
Lee LaMar, 8 Leona street; Leo 
Mssimo, 91 Broadway; John Mon- 
talese, 9 Church street; Vernon 
Lawrence, 60 Lake Flower avenue; 
Lawrence McCarthy, Overlook ho- 
tel; Mannie Lowy, 5 Front street; 
A. J. Neiderbule, 84% Bloomingdale 
avenue; Joe Reilly, 28 Sheppard 
avenue; Salvadore Ragone, 9 Front 


street; Russell Weiler, 6 Baker 
street, and Angela Papulis, 9 
Church street. 

Write to those you know at 


Saranac. 








PAULINE 
COOKE 


1674 Broadway 


Now Playing 
JOHNNY PERKINS ....Metropolitan 


Oo. L. OZ 
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SMITH BALL 


AND ORCHESTRA 


With FRANCES STEVENS 


HEADLINING RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (THIS WEEK, MAY 18) 
OPENING SUMMER SEASON, CLUB FORREST, NEW ORLEANS, JUNE 20 


Direction M.0.A. 
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AFA LINES UP 
CLUB BOOKERS 


oo — 


American Federation of Actors 


grafted a code of ethics for night 
elub and private entertainment 
ents at a meeting with clubmen 
Wednesday night (16) at the AFA's 
new headquarters in West 44th 


street. At the same time it also 
sed 10 agents who endorsed 


ae 


franchi 
the ‘code.’ 

Regulations adopted by the AFA 
abolishes in-the-hat offices, a com- 
mon practice now, and also restricts 
this particular agenting field to citi- 
gens of the U. &., who are ‘of good 
moral character and have never 
peen convicted of a crime.’ 

The ‘code’ abolishes all.free per- 
‘forneances and bans free auditions. 
Also insists that entertainers be paid 
off no later than 48 hours after ful- 
filling an engagement; and inde- 
cent and immoral performances, 1n 
other words, stags, are taboo. 

\ standard club entertainment 
contract was drawn up by the AFA, 
with the 10 franchised agents 
promising to live up to it. The reps 
also promised to satisfy the AFA 
that all employers of club talent are 
financially responsible and that no 
acts will be booked in any spot of 
questionable character. They also 
agreed not to undersell a competitor. 

Provisions for an arbitration board 
are also includéd in the code of 
ethics, this to consist of an agent- 
member, actor-member and a 
neutral party. ° 

Club agents who received AFA 
franchises at the meeting were 
Edgar A. Benson, W. J. Sullivan, 
Dan J. Harrington, Al Skea, Joseph 
Franklin, Frederick Watson, Charles 
J. McGoldrick, Thomas E. Kelly, -Alf 
. Wilton, Harry Moss and Al Rock. 
Organization of the club enter- 
ainment field by the AFA is in line 













ith the grants included in the 
merican Federation of Labor 
harter it received a couple of 


onths ago, which gives it super- 
vision ever stage labor in ail 
branches of show business except 
legit, radio and choristers in legit 
nd the picture houses. 


dge Bellamy Cancels 
At Fox—Throat Trouble 


Laryngitis forced Madge Bellamy 
off the bill at the Fox, Brooklyn, last 
week. 

The former picture name dropped 
out during the second day (Satur- 


Weiner Back 


Jaek Weiner, former “RKO agent, 
Feturned to New York last week 
after nearly a year as operator of a 
Picture house, Beecher, in Cincin- 
hati. Hasn’t decided yet whether 
he'll resume as an agent or seek 
another theatre. 

Weiner’s year as lessor of the 
Beecher, he says, was a Mexican 
stand-off. 


Code Authority Starts 


Washington, May 21. 

Machinery for setting up NRA 
Code Authority for burlesque was 
set in motion last week, when plan 
of election received government 
OK. 

Code administration group will 
include six representatives of Bur- 
lesque Association and three inde- 
pendent operators, based on show- 
ing that trade association member- 
Ship covers 70% of individual man- 
agers doing 80% of the biz. 














Aimee’s Route 

Aimee Semple McPherson, start- 
ing around July 15 and continuing 
into September, will tour parks, 
Piers and chatauqua towns in the 
eastern states for lectures and de- 
bates, Will do two appearances 
daily in each spot. 

Martin Wagner, of William Mor- 
Tis office, is arranging the dates. 


Seeley-Fields’ Chi Date 


Chicago, May 21. 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
Come into the State-Lake to head- 
line the week of May 27. 
First vaude visit in Chicago in 
f@lmost three years. 











IN ALIMONY, IN JAIL 


Syracuse, May 21 

Unable to secure $3,000 bail, Rob- 
ert Grob, professionally known 
Milo III, vaudeville mimic, is in 
Onondaga County jail today, ar- 
rested on a civic warrant. Milo is 
due before Supreme Court Justice 
Levi in New York city Friday (25) 
for contempt of court in being 
$33,750 i arrears in alimony pay- 
ments. 

Milo’s arrest on the RKO Keith 
stage last weck cut short his vaude- 
ville engagement there. [t was his 
first real booking in eight months 
the vaudevillian claimed. 

Actor’s wife secured a separation 
in 1928 and Milo was to have paid 
her $100 weekly alimony from Sept. 
1, 1926. 


as 





Unit Reviews 


Blue Ridge Mountaineers 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, May 18. 

This week is the first step in an 
attempt to make people un-vaude 
conscious. Management is trying 
what might make a fair opening act 
if whittled. As is, the stage show 
lasts 25 minutes. 

Blue Ridge Mountaineers is a 13- 
people troupe, eight boys .nd five 
girls. Lads are all armed with 
guitars, ukes and fiddles, dressed in 
blue denim and while not working, 
chew straw from a hay bale. The 
girls have one change of costume. 
They come on dressed in gingham 
aprons with milk pails. They then 
leave off the milk buckets. 

Songs include such ancients as 
‘Old Zip Coon’ and ‘Turkey in the 
Straw,’ ‘Last Roundup,’ and a much 
murdered fiddle version of ‘This 
Little Piggy Went to Market.’ One 
member tries to clown and 
shouldn't. The girls can’t do mod- 
ern chorus routines, but might have 
done all right with a barn dance. 

Act seems a poor imitation of the 
old Weaver Bros. turn. Pic is 
‘Witching Hour’ (U), and a short 
had eight acts with Adelaide Hall, 
Girl Friends and Mosconi Bros. 
topping. Biz very bad. Barney. 


OLSEN-SHUTTA 


(ORPHEUM, OMAHA) 
Omaha, May 15. 


This is another of the big name 
bands of radio gone vaudeville and 
touring and classes as a_ top- 
notcher in entertainment. Outstand- 
ing forte of this assemblage of tal- 
ented performers is novelties. 


Performing personnel lists the 
band of 19 besides Olsen and Miss 
Shutta, with nearly every member 
of the band doubling in some 
capacity. Music dispensed in the 
something over 50 minutes is strict- 
ly of the modern school, only varia- 
tions being a few college tunes and 
such clickers as Miss Shutta’s ‘Ger- 
man Band’ and ‘I Liké Mountain 
Music.’ 

Olsen himself in the maestro’s 
shoes is the foundation of the act, 
and his work before the mike, the 
while displaying his bristling 
molars, leaves nothing to be desired. 
The microphone carried by this 
crew adds no little to their delivery, 
mike being one of the new ‘high 
velocity’ type which grabs the voice 
even if the singer isn’t close enough 
to kiss it. This removes the menace 
of hiding behind the mike, and gives 
the audience a look. 

Routine employs such ‘old stand- 
bys as imitations of other bands, of 
a broken-down phonograph, and the 
burlesque on the quartet from Rigo- 
letto, but all done with clever varia- 
tions. Olsen has mustered out of 
his gang a slick trio, a clever quar- 
tet and a glee club burlesque on 
Waring along with his soloists. 

Hotcha Gardner, getting billing 
along with the two top names is on 
for only one number by himself, 
but works in the quartet and the 
glee club. Besides Gardner, Olsen 
features a guitar strummer in the 
person of Clay Bryson, explaining 
the chap is signed for pix on the 
strength of his looks and voice, and 
Bob Borger, trumpet player. 

Miss Shut.a does not show until 
the wind-up of the act, which she 
takes over as her personal assign- 
ment. What better Olsen 
have routined for a climactic close 





patrons could easily have stood 


more of the missus. 





Amputate Inglis’ Leg 





Jack Inglis, vaudevillian was 
above the knee. Actor is afflicted 
with Berger’s disease. He was 


placed in the hospital by the N. V. A. 





MILO, $33,750 BEHIND | Lyman’s 4 Loew Wks: 


Abe 


coulda} TEDDY BERGMAN 


is hard to guess, but it’s certain the} 8 Mins.; With Band 





|} pearance. 


operated on at the French hospital! easier than other radio acts just 
last week, one leg being amputated finding out about those footlights. 


—owde: poor. 
Inglis toured in the ‘Strike Me | succeeds only in making the listener 
Pink’ unit this season. mervous. It’s semi-unintelligible on 


Two at Capitol, N. Y. 


Lyman comes into the Capi- 
N. Y., for two weeks after open- 
for Loew in Washington May 
25. He goes to Baltimore next and 
|then into the Broadway deluxer. 

| He goes into Harry Ruder’s Col- 
ony Surf Club, Deal, N. J., June 22. 


Customers Tired, So 
Now It’s Duals Only 
At the Fox, Frisco 


San Francisco, May 21. 

Vaude is ousted at the Fox, effec- 
tive this week, with Joe Leo con- 
tinuing the 5,000 seater with double 
films at 25 and 35 cents. The Bert 
Levey vaude gets the toss after 
slightly less than a year, but Levey 
continues to book the Golden Gate 
and Warfield here, and the Fox Or- 
pheum in Oakland. 

Leo isn’t set for any price reduc- 
tion, but it’s reported he may dip 
to 15 cents for the two first-run pix, 
which are culled from the indie field. 

One reason for his dropping 
vaude is that the combination two 
pix-vaude shows, running some 
four hours, are too long and tire 
customers so much they won't come 
to a show again for several weeks. 


New Aets 


BICKLE-GRAY REVUE (5) 
Dancing, Singing 

17 Mins.; Special in Full 
Academy, N. Y. 

Composed of four girls and a boy, 
this flash can lay claim to a wealth 
of looks and other anatomical feat- 
ures that inveigle the eye, but when 
it comes to talent the layout is 
pretty thin. A sister team retails 
harmony of the da-da-do_ school, 
while the dancing delegation con- 
sists of a blonde who tries hard to 
be -graceful on her toes, a brunet 
with more of a knack for dealing 
*em teasingly from the hips than a 
flair for rhyhtmic interpretation and 
a lad whose acrobatic contortions 
try hard to come under the head of 
hoofing. 

Torso undulating specialist 
reaches her acme of customer prov- 
ocation with what might pass as the 
carioca, and the tone prancer makes 
as the highlight of her contribution 
an elementary routine in balancing 
with the aid of a miniature stair- 
case. The act’s finale resolves itself 
into a wiggling contest, fast but 
hardly fascinating. Favoring the 
turn is the nice costuming given the 
girls, preferably the dancers. 

For the minor nabes the Bickle- 
Gray combination, however, should 
fill in acceptably as an opener. 

Odec. 





tol 


ing 














PAPPY, ZEKE and EZRA (5) 
Hillbillies 

15 Mins.; Two-and-a-half 
Earle, Washington 

NBC hillbilly team getting top 
billing in five-act show here, and 
considering fact they are making 
debut they click in a big way. 
Garbed in traditional mountain 
shirts and boots, they go in for 
usual dialect and backwoods em- 
barrassment, but it is talent of two 
members which puts act over. 

Ezra, who fiddles in group num- 
bers, leads off solo stuff with swell 
straight tenor version of ‘Home on 
the Range.’ Uses mike but doesn’t 
ence resort to crooning tactics. 
Elton, new addition to team, 
scores as world’s highest boy yodel- 
er. Coupled with bashful manner 
which is accepted as sincere, he 
does yodel duet with Ezra, and fol- 
lows with single of ‘My Ozark 
Mountain Home,’ which brings 
down house. Holds high note full 
minute while plunking guitar. 

Quartet numbers are well picked 
and run off smoothly. 

Act is currently m.c.’d by Perry 
King, introduced as radio’s Mr. 
Tallfellow. King works in tux and 
is jarring note in atmosphere built 
up by painted rural drop lit from 
behind with red and oranre sunset 








idea. With lads still a bit stage- 
shy, however, King’s fatherly at- 
titude helps ‘em over the humps 
nicely. 


Mimic 


Roxy, N. Y. 

Bergman is a voice simulator and 
mimic from radio. At the Roxy, in 
acknowledging applause, he stated 
he was making his first theatre ap- 
If so, his poise and stage 


deportment is professional and far 


His mimicry is generally good hut 
oddiy enough the characterization 
he highlights, namely, ‘Blubber,’ is 
This is a stuttering idea that 





New Friars to Pay 





PAYLESS PAYOFF SHUTS | 
ALBANY STRIP CENTER| 


a 


Albany, May 21. 

A 14-week stripping season ended 
when the State theatre failed to re- 
open Monday (14) after the stock 
burlesque east and five musicians 
had found their pay day payless. 
Previous Saturday the players 
grabbed the day’s receipts and di- 
vided them. 

Latest burley fiasco at the State 
was disclosed not only by failure of 
the house to open, but by the ar- 
rest of Merlin Ballard of Howell, 
Mich., on a charge of failing to have 
a license for his automobile. Ball- 
ard was known as Johnny Fred- 
ericks, manager of the State. He 
forfeited $10 bail and failed to show 


up in police court to answer the 
auto charge. 
Yvonne Milford, lessee of the 


State and known as Lupe, dancer, 
left the theatre Friday night (11), 
assuring the cast and musicians she 
would return Saturday to pay them. 
She didn’t come back, however, and 
then the troupe eopped Saturday’s 


receipts. Stagehands got their 
wages because they were protected 
by bond. 


Some of the principals said they 
would complain to the NRA Com- 
*pliance Board. They included Lou 
Powers, Harry Feldman, Jimmy 
Allerton and Jean Vitale. 

State may reopen in a week or 
two with another fling at torso 
wobblers and _ brassiere’ doffers. 
House, of the small capacity, band- 
box type, has been a regular fall 
guy for burley these several years, 
but the 14 weeks season just closed 
almost set a record for a run. 


Phone Confirmation 
Jams Up Chi Act on 
Detroit Vaude Date 


Chicago, May 21. 

Mix-up due to lack of written 
confirmation involved almost half 
of local aude business when the 
act of George Kirby and Helen 
Duval hopped to Detroit last Satur- 
day (19) to play the Michigan, only 
to be sent back immeditaely by 
Howard Pierce, house operator. 
Rumpus may still find its way into 
the courts for final adjustment, 
with Kirby and Duval _ reported 
having complained to the labor 
commissioner in Detroit. 

Pierce books the Michigan with 

no one booker or agent and is the 
final say on all acts. However, on 
Saturday morning, Boyle Woolffolk 
got in touch with Danny Graham of 
Sam Roberés office, telling him that 
the Michigan wanted an act to re- 
place a dud. Woolfolk, through 
the Roberts agency, got in touch 
with Kirby and Duval, who okayed 
the date over the phone to Lou 
Kane, Pierce’s assistant. 
When the act got to Detroit, 
however, they were passed up com- 
pletely by Pierce. Act wants the 
labor commissioner to see to it that 
its traveling expenses are paid. 


Fio Rito Set at $6,500 


Hollywood, May 31. 
Ted Fio Rito and band go on tour 
of Fanchon & Marco's Coast houses 
upon closing here at the Coconut 
Grove June 3. Follows the F.&M. 
time with RKO dates in the east. 
Set by Music Corporation of 
America into the vaude houses at 
$6,500 net 











HILTON UNIT FOLDS 
Canton, O., May 21. 
Hilton Sisters which has 
been playing this territory for sev- 
eral weeks, folded last week. 
Company included 30 people. 


unit, 





top of that. Nevertheless, Bergman 


seems to think it’s his best and 
nicknames himself that way. 

After doing Shylock’s speech to 
Antonio from ‘The Merchant of 
Venice’ s@riously, Bergman follows 
with 2 repeat version wherein each 
Shakespeurian line is rendered in a 


Off Loans with 


$4500 Obtained from Frolic Show 


The Friars garnered about $4,500 
from the sell-out, $10 top Frolic at 
the 44th St.. New York, Sunday 


night (20). Understood the proceeds 
will pay a dividend to members who 
loaned the Friars the money which 
financed the recent reorganization 
and removal to new clubrooms atop 
the Hollywood theatre building. 

Frolic was the niftiest in years, 
as an entertainment as well as a 
grosser. It contained special lyrics 
by Irving Caesar, a set playing rou- 
tine and a flock of star talent that, 
on their regular salaries, would pay 
off a large section of Insull’s cred- 
itors. 

In place of the customary single 
Frolicker (the Friar name for m.c.) 
there were three of ‘em—George 
(Nat) Burns, Jack Benny and Lou 
Holtz. In the seript the three comics 
were ‘plotting’ the show, and as 
each name was mentioned as a pos- 
sibility, the name would appear for 
a specialty. That provided a sort of 
continuity that held the disjointed 
specialty show together quite well. 


Benny’s Bath 

Burns, Benny and Holtz, seated 
at a table off to the side of the stage, 
were exceptionally congenial for 
three comedians under the condi- 
tions. They didn't try to top each 
other by pulling a radio author out 
of hat, or anything like that. Only 
one flash of competition, and that 
wasn't in the script. Holtz picked 
up a_ seltzer bottle and doused 
Benny's double-breasted tux, The 
guy must nave been mad when 
Benny breught the suit back. 

There were lots of names on the 
bill. Usual non-actor celebrity touch 
was contributed by Irving Berlin, 
who sang a few songs, including 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ which 
he said he introduced publicly at a 
Frolic 18 years ago. Another unusual 
name was Walter Huston, who 
closed the show. Bringing his mu- 
sic along, he sang a parody number 
that dates back to the days of Hus- 
ton and Whipple. 

Caites Bros., Sid Gary, Pat 
Rooney, Gus Edwards, Ben Blue, 
Johnny Burke, Rudy Vallee and Ray 
Bolger were in the first part, which 
was opened by Lester Allen, Bert 
Gordon, Jules Howard, Bill Brandel, 
Sam Hearn, John Kearney, Bill Ed- 
munds and Irving Caesar in a song 
and piece of business written by the 
latter. The boys represented 
tradesmen, from the butcher to the 
tailor while Gordon and Allen played 
dames. ‘This Is the Night We Get 
Paid’ was the title. They reappeared 
at the finish of the show to sing, 
‘The Friars gave us the finger 
again.’ Eddie Miller did his annual 
rendition of Victor Herbert’s ‘Here’s 
to the Friars’ for a finish. 

In the second part were Cab Cal- 

loway’s band, Irving Berlin, Bert 
Lahr, Smith and Dale, Bob Hope, 
Walter Huston, and Willie and Eu- 
gene Howard. The three Frolickers 
donned 1905 sport suits and went 
into a song and dance that resulted 
in the laugh hit of the show. Lester 
Allen and Sid Marion were a ‘sister 
team’ for the introductions. 
Nat Karson, for the program 
cover, and Pete Gillen, for the bill- 
posting, drew the only billing, a de- 
parture for a Friars Frolic. Usually 
names are profusely mentioned. 
This time there was a blank space 
on the program for anyone desiring 
mention to fill. The Friar respon- 
sible for the show, but not credited, 
was Abe Lastfogel. Melville Morris 
directed the pit orchestra. 


— 


Theatrical Guilds Plan 
A Combined Benefit 


Rev. Randolph Ray, of the Little 





Church Around the Corner, New 
York, will attend tomorrow's 
(Wednesday) meeting of the Jew- 


ish Theatrical Guild with the pro- 
j<cal of all three 
Catholic, Episcopal 
joining forces for 
charity purposes. 

Main idea is a gala charity bene- 
fit show under combined auspices. 


guilds— 
Jewish— 
will and 


show 
and 


good 


EVENTUALLY AT CAPITOL 


Mitchell and Durant, in ‘Stand Up 





SUCCESSION of dialects, Swede, 

Negro, Hebe, German, French, Brit- 

ish, and Chinese Clever. 
Audience liked him. Land. 


and Cheer’ (Fox), and under a Fox 
contract, are wanted by Loew's. 

They were set into the Capitol, 
N. Y., June 1, but had to be set 
back. Team is still tied ina 
current film, 


Vv 
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Tuesday, May 22, 1934 








——= 
Terrace Gardeng 
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PECKHAM SYDENHAM Hotel New Yorker Rita Tower “Opera Club” 

Tower Rink Charlie Davis Orc] Nat Harris Ore Edwina Mershon Roma Vincent 
Bonnerellt 3 Australian Boys | Hausten & Harden| Russian Kretchuna| Lawrence Salerno 


Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 25) 


THIS WEEK (May 18) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











RKO 





Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 

Palace (25) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Arren & Broderick 
Owen McGivney 
Buster West 
Eddie South 

(18) 

Honey Fam 
Bill Aaronson 
D & E Barstow 
Vic Oliver 


Ore 





Rimacs Co 
18 


(18) 
‘Hot & Bothered’ 
Howard Fine & H 
Armida 
May & Carroll 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (25) 
Mr & Mrs Crawford 
(18) 
Mr & Mrs Crawford 








wit 





33rd WEEK 


Dave Apollon Co. 
JEAN RUTH and GAIL 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 











a ~ 


Smith Ballew Orc 
Academy 

‘1st half (25-28) 
Willie Mauss 
Allen & Kent 
Red Donohue 
Bob Hall 
Russian Art Rev 

2d half (29-31) 
Bill Robinson 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Robbins 3 
Gracie Barry 
Bobbie Gilbert 
Briant Rains & Y 
Buster West 

BROOKLYN 
Albee (25) 
6 Whirlwinds 
Paul Gerrits 
Vie Oliver 
(Two to fill) 

; (18) 
Moore & Revel 
Jerome Mann 
Melissa Mason * 
Lewis & Van 
Phil Harris Orc 
Leah Ray 

Madison 

lst half (26-27) 
Senator Murphy 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (19-20) 
Christensens 
2.Daveys 
Ruth Denning & B 
Ross & Edwards 
DeGauchi Japs 


Tilyou 
ist half (26-27) 
Dancing Maniacs 
(Four to fill) 
ist half (19-20) 
3 Rhythm Girls 
Val Irving 
M & A Skelly 
Kramer & Boyle 
Lou & Evelyn Rev 
CHICAGO 
Palace (25) 
Jarrett & Holm 
Murr'y & Charlest’n 
Cliff Edwards 








DES MOINES 
Keith's 
2d half (22-24) 
Sally Rand Co 
DETROIT 
Fox (25) 
Frankie Connors 
3 Randalls 
Howard Fine & H 
Hudson Wonders 
(One to fill) 


(18) 
Britt Wood 
Hal LeRoy 


Murr’y & Charlest’n 
Adler & Bradford 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (18) 
George Olsen Orc 
Ethel Shutta 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (25) 
Sally Rand Co 
NEWARK 
Proctor’s (25) 
Kings Scandals 
(18) . 
Capt Willie Mauss 
Ames & Arno 
Eddie South Orc 
Chas Foy 
Ruiz & Bonita 
NEW BRUNSWICK 
Keith’s 
1st half (19-20) 
3 French Misses 
Scooter Lowry 
Harrison & Edmo 
Lou Duthers 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (18-21) 
Sally Rand Co 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (18 
Benny Davis Co 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
ist half (18-21) 
Hilton Sis Rev 
2d half (22-24) 
Senator Murphy 
Dawn & Barrow R 
(Two to fill) 








Loew 





a 





NEW YORK CITY 

Capitol (25) 
Fred Waring Co 

Boulevard 

ist half (25-28) 
Jack Joyce Co 
Willock & Carson 
Sid Page Co 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 

2d half (29-31) 
Joe Bell & Sis 
Joseph Pope Jones 
Car! Shaw Co 
Anthony & Rogers 
Lew Duthers Co 

Orpheum 

Ist half (25-28) 
Chas Carrer 
O'Neill & Manners 


Larry Rich Co 

Lupe Velez 
Valencia (25) 

Raoul & Eva Reys 

Michon Bros 

Bob Murphy 

Phil Spitalny Orc 


BALTIMORE 
Century (25) 


Abe Lyman Orc 


BOSTON 
Loew's 
Orpheum (25) 


Elane & Douglas 

Stone & Lee 

Gordon Reed & K 

Joe Browning 

Bryant Rains & Y¥ 

(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 

Loew's (25) 

8 Olympics 

Irene Taylor 

3 Swifts 





Reis & Dunn 
Stuart & Lash Co 
2d half (29-31) 
4 Gyralls 
Jesters 
Harlan & St John 
Senator Murphy 


Carl Freed Ore 





OFFICIAL DENTIS 


T TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
This Week: Mildred Linn, Roscoe Ails 





Lee Twins Rio & EF 
Paradise (25) 


Ed Sullivan 
Sheila Barrett 
Harry Rose 
Saxon Sis 
Dolores Farris 
‘Cackles’ O'Neal 
Cardini 


‘Golden Girl’ 

Georgie Tapps 
State (25) 

Thurston’ Co 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 


Ist half (25-28) 
Joe Bell & Sis 
Joseph Pope Jones 
Carl Shaw Co 
Anthony & Rogers 
Lew Duthers Co 

2d half (29-31) 
‘Birdland’ 

Jack Joyce Co 


Willock & Carson 

Sid Page Co 
omby Co 
Metropolitan (25) 


enri Therrien 


NEWARK 
State (25) 
4 Casting Stars 
Violet Carlson Co 
Jerome & Gray 
Mann Robins'n & M 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Pk (25) 
Janet May 
Palmero’s Dogs 
(One to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Loew's State (25) 
{ Cards 
Johnny Hyman 
Foley & Leture 
Harry Burns Co 
(One to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (25) 
Bernice Emily & L 
J & J McKenna 
Keller Sis & L 
Joe Penner 
Monroe & Grant 
WASHINGTON 
. Loew's Fox (25) 
3 Kings & Q 
H’rriet Hutchins Co 
Herb Williams Co 





tens & Doreen 


‘Alexander & S Co 


Rae Ellis & L. 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (25) 
F & J Hubert 
Shea & Raymond 
Trojans 
Martha Ray 
Raymond Baire 
AUSTIN 
Paramount (25) 
Let’s Cheer 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (25) 
Dave Apollon Co 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (25) 
George Raft 
Marie Hollis 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (25) 
Harriet Hoctor Co 
Arnaut Bros 
(18) 
Sims & Bailey 
Al Norman 
Park & Clifford 
LeMay & Louise 
Chas Barnes 
Marbro (18) 
Slate Bros 
June Purcell 
Vox & Walters 





Ray & Sunshine 


4 Ortons 
Oriental (25) 
DuPonts 
Ross & Edwards 
Jean Boydell 
(18) 
Radio Rouges 
Gini DeQuincy & L 
Mullins Sis 
Vernon Craig 
Melson & Irmanette 
Dale Ermon 
Outlying (25) 
Al Norman 
Melson & Irmanette 
Park & Clifford 
Romm & Gaut 
Geni DeQuincy & L 
Hal Menken 
Regal (25) 
Fess Williams 
DETROIT 
Michigan (25) 
Simms & Bailey 
Pichianna Tr 
Ann Pritchard 
FORT WORTH 
Worth (25) 
H Timberg's Co 
SAN ANTONIO 
Texas (25) 
Let’s Cheer 


Bd 





Fi 





Warner 








ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


Ist half (19-22) 
N T G Paradise Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (25) 
Cab Calloway Rev 
Nicodemus 
5 Percolaters 
Elmer Turner 
Aida Ward 


(18) 
Herbert Lynn & P 
Ada Brown 





Hollywood Rev 


Stuart & Lash 
George Raft 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (25) 
Chappelle & Carit’n 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Seiler & Wills 
George Price 
8) 
Roye and Maye Rey 
Paul Geritts 
F & J Hubert 
Papy Zeke & E 
C Lyons & London 





Independent 








CHICAGO 
State Lake (18) 
Bianche Sweet 
Joe. Phillips 
Pat Kennedy 
Barney Grant Co 
HOLLYWOOD 
Chinese (indef run) 
Gambarelli 
Jack Powell 
Cookie Bowers 
Jackie Hughes 





Billy Severin 


LOS ANGELES 

Orpheum (17) 
2 Cossacks 
Lester Raymond 
Tuler St Clair 
R & M Carter 
Danne Sis 
Willard Hall 
Winfred H & B 
Million Dollar (16) 
Larrick & Knapp 
Bernivici & Peck 
Paul & Pauline 
Montrose & Kay 








Roxy 
Jean Devereaux 
Pettet & Douglas 
Jack Pepper 
Wesley Eddy 
Foster Girls 
(Others to fill) 
DENVER 
Orpheum (24) 
Jay Mills 
Gertie Green 
7) 





Street Singer 
Mack Jack & Al 


100 Voice Ena 3 Blue Blazes 
Fanchon & Marco 
NEW YORK CITY| Hadj Ali 


LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (24) 
Helen Morgan 
J. C. Flippen Co 
17) 

Kate Smith 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox 

Sax & Kaye 
(Others to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Orpheum (25) 
Olsen & Johnson 
(18) 
Ben Bernie Ore 





London 








Astoria D. H. 
Elliotts 
Canterbury M.. Hi. 

Ist half (21-23) 
Mariajonas 
Barber & Allen 

2d half (24-26) 
Helen Binnie 


Orpwood & Turner 
Dominion 
Jack Plant 
Addison & Sylvia 
Nice, Florio & L 


Kit Kat Rest 
Mona Lee 
J. Jackson & 
8 Jackson Gls 
New Victoria 
Cotton Bd 
Palladium 
6th Crazy Month 
Nervo & Knox 
Flannagan & Allen 
Naughton & Gold 
Eddie Gray 
3 Bonos 
Irene Vermillion 
Alphonse Berg 
Chester's Dogs 
Agar Young T'p 
Melvilles 
Palladium Gls 
cliff Berzac 
Michaelson 
Jans & Whelan 
Trocadero 
Guglielmetti 
3 Dyna-mites 
Al & Bob Harvey 
Maurice 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Hugh Ormond 
EALING 
B’y Palmadium 
Cotton Bd 
EAST HAM 
Kinema 


Ptnar 





Ist half (21-23) 


Week of May 21 


Ernest Shanon 
Co as booked 

2d half (24-26) 
Co as booked 


Premier 
John Myrddin 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Sophie Tucker 
Brookins & Van 
Billy Danvers 
Will Morris 
3 Accordion Kings 
Bennett & Williams 
St John Sis 
Clifford & Rhode 
Young & Younger 
HOLBORN 
Empire 
Mills Bros 
Raymond Smith 
Max & Gang 
Anna Rogers 
Billy Bennett 
Claude Lester 
Bower & Rutherf'rd 
Henry D Adams 
5 Cleveres 
4 Jokers 
HOLLOWAY 
Marlborough 
Rosing 
ILFORD 
Super 
John Myrddin 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (21-23) 
Helen Binnie 
Orpwood & Turner 
2d half (24-26) 
Mariajanos 
Garber & Ajilen 
LEWISHA™M 
Palace 
3 Australian Boys 
PALMERS GREEN 
Palmadium 
Week Vine M & N 


Val 





SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Sonny Rich 
SOUTHALL 
Palace 


Sonny Rich 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 

Val Rosing 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Fay Dawn 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Bonnerelli 





TOTTENHAM 
Palace 


Hugh Ormond 
WEST HAM 
Kinema 


ist half (21-23) 
Co as booked 

2d half (24-26) 
Ernest Shannon 
Co as booked 

WIMBLETON 
Palais de Dance 
Elliotts 





Provincial 





Week of 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Gene D Dennis 
Jack Daly 
Alec Halis 
3 Wiere Bros 
Hatton & Manners 
Sybil Bowman 
Geraldine & Joe 
Russ Carr 
Terrianos 


BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Layton & Johnstone 
Max Hoffman 
4. White Flashes 
Tracy & Vinette 
Tex McLeod 
Cottrillos 
Harvard M & K 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Geo Robey 
Dolores Andre & D 
Ted Ray’ 
Danny Lipton 3 
Anderson & Allen 
Collinson & Dean 
Levanda 
Dave Poote 
Blondie Hartley 
EDINBURG 


Regent 
Ist half (21-23) 
Schofield & Barclay 
2d half (24-26) 
Amigos 


Hill & Hoffman 
Denver & Davis 
George Hurd 
Leon & Lucette 
Mr Thomas 
Topsy-Turvy 2 
H 


4 


Capitol 
Ist half (21-23) 
Amigos 
2d half (24-26) 
Schofield & Barclay 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
E & D Waters 





May 21 
Forsythe S & F 
Lillian Burgiss 

T Handley Co 

E & E Myles 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Fayre 4 

Red Fred 

Lily Morris 


MANCHESTER 
Palace 
Carlisle & Browne 

G. 8. Melvin 
Power & Page 
Bobby May 
Murray & Mooney 
Wright & Marion 
Van Strattons 
Tracy & Hay 
Lily Moore 
French Farr & C 


NOTTINGHAM 
pire 
Mexano Bd 
Sherry Bros . 
Dick Henderson 
Geo Lacy 
Betty & Buddy 
Payne & Hilliard 
Mito 3 
Donald Stuart 
Synco Nymphs 
SWANSEA 
Empire ' 
Louis Armstrong Bd 
Low & Webster 
Retters 
Geo Betton 
Scovell & Wheldon 
Lucille Benstead 
Tinymite & Welf'ra 
Graham & Scott 
WOLVERHAMPT’N 
Hippodrome 
Hutch 
Randolph Sutton 
Alice Lloyd 
Daisy Wood 
Rosie Lloyd 
Marrie Lioyd, Jr 
Connor & Drake 
Buckleys 
Van Cleefs 
Barbara Wood 
D’ Alba 





Cabarets 





Algonquin Hotel 


Cookie F’rchild Orc 
Jack King 


Airnue Rest 
Ernie Hulst 


Arrowhead 
Irving Conn Ore 


Bal Musette 
Millard & Anita 
George Marshal 
Pierrots 
Madam Georgette 
Mme Yvette 
Leon Bedore 
Apache Orc 


Bal Tabarin 
Betty Calton 
Paco & Estelle 
Can-Can Orc 


Beaux Artes 
Lucien La Riviere 
Thomara Doriva 
Clara Larinova 
Inez La Vail 
Clothiel Berryessa 
Norman Astwood 
Siltan & Mari 
Maurice Shaw Orch 
Lopez’s Hawaiians 

Biltmore Bleau 
Alfred Brito Ore 

Black Kat 
Luigi 

Bossert Roof 
Eddie Lane Orc 

Casino de Paree 


Eleanor Powell 
Jimmy Savo 

Saxon Sis 

Holland & June 
Gomez & Winona 
Cardini 

Hinda Wassau 
Carolyn Marsh 
Leon Friedman Orc 
Ben Pollock Orch 


Casino Town Club 


Breez Fletcher 
Allan Cales Ore 
Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Iberia Strenge 
Minor & Root 
Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Frances Maddux 
De Marcos 
Godoy’s Tango Bd 
Dick Gasparre’s Or 


Chateau Cresta 


Sedane & Swar 
Evelyne Darville 


Club Kentucky 


Yvonne De Brier 
Renee Bernardi 
Doris Sax 

Gene O'Reilly 
Boboy Douglas 
Kitty Kelly 
Edith O’Hallissey 
Peggy O'Day 

Joe Lewis 
Wilma-Novak 
Honey Burns 
Dorothy Maxine 
Helen Lorraine 
Hal Thornton 
Kentucky Club Orc 


Club New Yorker 





- NEW YORK CITY 


Club Richman 


Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Orc , 


Commodore Hotel 


Isham Jones Ore 
Isabel Brown 


Cotton Club 
C C Rev 
Adelaide Hall 
Jimmy Lunceford O 


Croydon Hotel 
Charles Eckels Orc 
Delmonico’s 
Blanche & Elliott 
N Morton & Boys 

Sid Tomack 
Selma King 
Dorothy Van Alst 
Satch & Satchel 
Joe Venuti & Orch 
Dubonnet 
Fejer Orc 
Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adelina Duran 
Orlando Ricarde 
ABC 
Pilar Arcas 
El Morocce 
Arthur Brown 
Jos C Smith Orca 
Menendez Orc 
Essex House 
Glenn Gray Orc 
Gov. Clinton Hotel 
Enoch Light Orc 
Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Jerry Bergan 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Valiee Orch 
Eddie Peabody 
Moore & Revel 
Beauval & Va 
Mickey Brantz 
Iria Adrian 
Mathea Merryfield 
Marion Martin 
Drucilla Strain 
Gene Marvey 
Jerry Lester 
Holland Tavern 
Florence Bender 
Elmer Dade 
3 Blue Chips 
Hotel Dixie 
Art Kahn Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Raginaky Ena 
Hotel Gotham 
P Van Steeden Or- 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Orc 
Hotel Lincoln 
Pancho’s Orc 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 
Hotel McAlpin 
Sam Robbins Orc 
Hotel Montclair 
Harold Stern Orc 
Mario & Floria 


Joe 








Jack Rees Ore 


Rosita Ortego 


Leata Lane 
Ruby Wright 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Don Bestor Ore 
Baron & Blair 
Hotel Pierre 
Jack Denny Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Reggie Childs Ore 
Hotel Whitehall 
Don Bigelow 
Kelly’s 
Chiquita Venezia 
Peggy La Plante 
Jeanne McCauley 
Evelyn Thawl 
Claire Osgood 
Danny Higgens 
Ira Yarnell 
Carlos Lopez 
Billy Plaza 
Elaine McCoy 
Carlos & Marchan 
Joe Capella & Orch 
Kings Terrace 
Sid Tomack 
Rich’dson Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Chas Drew Bd 
Ron Perry Orch 
Madison ' 
Pancho Ore 
Lincoln 


‘Walker O'Neil’s Orc 


Dwight Fiske 
Morten’s Riviera 


Harry Richman 
Ann Greenway 
Fred Berrens’ Ore 


Marlborough House / 


Vivian Vance " 
Michael Zarin Orc 
Mori's Rest 
Nye Mayhew's Orc 
Moulin Rouge, B’kn 

Larry McMahon 
Connie Lang 
Eleanore Gardner 
Frank Morey 
Martin ‘Trini Orch: 


Nautillus Club 
Dave Bernie Orc 


New Wonder Bar 
(Union City) 


Ann Pennington 
Bernard & Rich 
Gale Tracy & L 
Lily Lido 

Noel Sherman 
Billy Arnold 
Joe Pape 

Edith Lowe 
Ernie Golden Ore 


Old Roumanian 


B Thomashofsky 
Regina Zuchenberg 
Ethel Bennet 
Anna Fiordorovna 
Viola Cody Co 
Sammy Calton 
Dorothy Lee 
Helen Dean 
Sylvia Strauss 
Frances Loring 
Hy Lemberg 

Ted Edwards 
Grabowsky Orch 


Paradise 


NTG Rev 

Peter Higgens 

J Johnson Ore ~- 
Felicia Sorel 

Ann Lee Patterson 
Needa Kinkaid 
Bruno & Manon 
Earl, Jack & B 
Johnny Hale 

Iva Stewart 

Park Central Hotel 
Chas Barnett Ore 


Place Piquale 
Dario & Diane 
Marion Chase 
H Rosenthal Ore 
Don Alphonse Ore 

Plaza Hotel 
E & J Vernon 
Orlando’s Ore 
Emil Colman Ore 
Restaurant La Rue 
Arthur Warren's O 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


Seymour Simons 
Earl Rickard 


Chez Paree 


Gas Van 

The Tick Tocks 
Countess V'n Lossen 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Henry Busse Ore 


Club Leisure 


Lucio Garcia 

Billy Meagher 

Joe Manni's Orch 
Betty Chase 

Jack Sexton Jr 
‘Sugar’ Harolds Or 


Club Royale 


Lee Morse 

3 Racket Cheers 
Nellie Nelson 
Szita & Annis 
Dorothy Wahl 
Fritz Miller Ore 


College Inn 


8 Evans Co-eds 
Jackie Heller 
Beuvell & Tova 
I'rankie Masters Or 


Congress Hotel 


(Joe Urban Room) 
Art Kassel 

Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tomasita 


Colosimo’s 


Julia Lyons 
Dorothy Henry 
Deronda & Barry 
Enrico D’Alba 
Eddie Deering 
Countess Boriska 
Signor Barsoni 
Art Buckley 

Bob Tinsley Orc 


Club Alabam 


Trudy Davidson 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Drake Hotel 


Slavic Ballet 
Stanley Hickman 
Biltmore 3 
Frances Willer 
Harriet Lindgren 
Ruth Lee 

The Crusaders 
Karl Burtnett Ore 


- Louise Mitchell 


| Elmer Schobel 





Kuznetzofm & N 
Samovar 
Mme Nicolina 
Radneff 
Simon Philipoft 
Mon'negro & Dorita 
P Zam's Gypsy. Bd 
Savoy-Plaza 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Sernet’s Pub 
Gertrude Moody 
Zora Gray 
Pat Whalen. 
Billy Calligan 
Ann Ross 
Chris Meehan ’ 
Simplon Club 
Endor & Farrell 
Estelle Taylor 
King’s Jesters’ 
Wm Farmer Ore 
Sherry’s : 
Harry Bush Ore 
Mario & Flarip 
St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Wilkins & Meyers 
Sheila Barrett, 

St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopes |Orc 
Medrano & Dohna 

Surf Club 
Jack Myers Orc 
Chartotte Murrie 

Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch: 

Tavern, B’klyn 
Jack -Murray Orc 
_ Theatre Cafe’ 
Chas Strickland Orc 
Henry Fink i 

Tic Toc Club 
Arthur Boron 
Cross & Dunn 
R & E Réyes | 
Sugar Marcel | 
Mimj Rollins — . 
Pémeroy Girls 
Buddy Fishers ‘Ore 

Tuscany Hotel 
Bela Loblov Orc 

Ubangi Club 
Dave Martin Orc 

Vanderbilt Hote? 
Joe Moss Orch 
Ward & Hopkins 

Village Barn 
Anthony Trini Orc 
Beth Challis 
Eddie Ray 
Geo McGuire 
Frances McCoy 
Josh Medders 
Sir Jack Joyce 
3 Octaves 
Ruth Delmar 
Rose. McLean 
Village Nut Club 
Cliff. Clifton Rev 
Nutsy Fagan 
Bebe Moffee 


Allyn Reese 
Walsh Bros 
Eddie Clifford 
Milt Spielman Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Margo ' 
X Cugat Orc 
E Madriguera Ore 
Wash Sq. Club 
Frank Farrell Orch 
Weylin Hotel 


Michael Covert Ore 
Harriett Lee 
3 Jays 


Wivel Cafe 


Amy Atinsan 
Jack Wick 
Lillian Lorraine 
Ami Pavo 
Maidie Du Fresne 
La Salle Orch 
Zito 

Bob Grant Ore 
Pops & Lanie 


Van Nays Sis 
Marie & Jeanne 
Zito 


Gaday's Bd 


Edgewater Beach 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 
Harry Sosnik Orch 


Harry’s N. Y. Bar 


Joe Buckley 

Don Penfield 
Germaine LaPierre 
Harry Harris 

Al Wagner 

Billy Meyers 


Joe Buckley Orch 


Hi-Hat Club 
Sunny Gaer 
Jimmy Cassidy 
Effie Burton 
Rick & Snyder 
Ruth Barton 
Dot Meyers 

K-9 Club 
Billy Brannon 
Half-Pint Jaxon 
Ed Casey Orc 
Leon La Verde 
Earl Partello 
George Oliver 


Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 
Maurie Moret Orch 


Club Minnet 


Sylvia Lee 
Yvonne Nova 
ifenry Mack 
Adelina Dossena 
Frank Sherman 


Mural Room 

(Brevort Hotel) 
Earl Estes 
Edgar Rice 
Stan Rittof€ Orch 
Jaros Sis 

Nut House 
Moe Lee 
Jo-Jo 
Geo DeCosta 
Harry Sherman 


Tom Gentry Orch 
Jose Rivas Orch 
Pierce & Harris 
Palmer House 
Ted Weems Orch 
Lydia & Joresco 
Stone & Vernon 


Ainsley Lambert 
Clyde Lucas Ore ® 
Tin Pan Alley 

Al Sandera 
Eadie Hayes 
Crane Sis 
Vernon Craig 
Gwen Lorry 








Jiramy Lane 





: ~ph yO Barney Gugle 
sarry er Stuart W oodbrid 
Abbott Girls Floyd Townes Gun 
Paramount Via Lago 
Dora Vaughn Bobby Graham 
Phil White Crane .Russell Orch 
Julia Gerity Zita & Marcelle 
Edna Rust Jack Housh 
Miss Harriett Wanda Kay 
Pearl Trio Al Handler Ba 
Rainbo Gardens 225 Club 
Samovar Al Garbell 
Leon Lavarde Edna Leonard 
Dawn Sis Billy Richard 
Lyle Smith Orch Art West 


Alice Rydner Jean LaMarr 


LOS ANGELES 


LOS ANGELES 
Biltmore Bowl 
Hal Roberts Orch 
Cafe de Paree 
Hacker & Gray 
Marguerita Lucille 
Sims Sis 
Wanda &'Pona 
Ken .Willmarth 
Cocoanut Grove 
Veloz & ¥olanda 
Ted Fio-Rito Orch 
Club Ballyhoo 
Donald Kerr 
Antita aye 
Dorothy Ates 
Lee McNally 
2 Peaches 


Donald Faverot Ore 
Cotton Club 
Ellington Orch 


Hollywood Stables 

Buchanan Co 

Ted & Laurel 

Ved... Fiorita 

Monia Hoi 

Joe Lewis Oreh 
*Patis Inn 


Little Morocco 
Pep, .Pontrelli Orck 
Mente Carlo 

Jan Wilde 
Carla Montel 
Rose Valyda’ 
Morello Bros 
Shapelle & R 2 








Apollon’s Jinxes 

Paramount theatre’s production 
staff, Dave Apollon and stndry‘oth- 
er persons were all slightly dizzy 
by the time the final stageshow was 
over opening day, Friday (18)... In- 
juries that beset the Apollon unit 
in Akron two weeks ago, and which 
continued at the Buffalo, Buffalo, 


last week, were the causes of the 
many distracting moments. 

Opening day at the N. Y. deluxer 
found the unit playing differently at 
every show. It wasn’t until Satur- 
day morning that the show's routine 
and cast were definitely set. 

First injury came early in the 


‘week in Akron, when Nora Williams, 


singer, tried to essay a couple of 
dance steps and tore two ligaments 
in her leg. She went out of the 
show and the William Morris office 
shipped Lillian Carmen as a re- 
placer. Things went smoothly un- 
til Buffalo was reached a few days 
later. There Jesse Draper, femme 
half of dance team, Duffin and 
Draper, hurt ‘her back, but no re- 
placement could be shipped there in 
time. 

Just before the close of the Buf- 
falo engagement, Harold Aloma, 
singer with the Filipino band, lost 
his voice and couldn't find it by the 
time unit reached New York. 

Just before opening show time at 
the Paramount in New York, Jesse 
Draper announced she was fit to go 
on, resulting in a complete change 
in the routine set for two dancing 
replacements, Rosemary Deering 
and the Kay, Katya and Kay trio. 
Miss. Williams and Aloma are still 
out, however.” 


Conrad Attaches Campo 


Con Conrad last Wednesday (16) 
attached Del Campo's salary at the 
Roxy, N. Y., where the radio singer 
was appearing for his first stage 
engagement. Conrad’s move came, 
according to his counsel, I. Gold- 
man, after Del Campo had indicated 
that he did not intend to live up to 
a three-year managerial contract 
Conrad holds. 

Del Campo’'s salary is being held 
by Fanchon & Marco, bookers of 
the Roxy, until the case is settled 
in or out of court. 





Miss Morgan Relighting 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Her brief venture as a dramatic 
actress having flopped here, with 
closing of ‘Memory’ after one week 
at the Biltmore, Helen Morgan g£0es 
back to torching. 


She opens Thursday for @ 


(24) 


week at the Paramount here, with 
further Coast dates by Fanchon & 
Marco contingent on her local 
showing. 


Sacramento’s Stageshow 
\ San Francisco, May 21. 
Bill Flynn has taken the [1eza, 
Sacramento, vet stock house, and 
opened it last week with stageshows 
headed by Jay Brower, long «#h 
F&M m. c. around here. 
It's Sacramento's only flesh show: 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Bill Elliott dropped out of Elliott, 
Comstock & Gest. Wanted to play 
a lone hand. 





Flo Ziegfeld told the ‘Follies’ in 47 
weeks had played to $1,193,041. Tops 
was St. Louis at $32,000 on the 
week. 





Parks opening up. Most of them 
put a nickel more on the gate tick- 
ets and many of the rides. 





New England railroads - came 
down. Special baggage car went 
with 25 instead of 50 tickets. Had 


been 22 before the war. 





American Fed. of Musicians gave 
ex-service men a 50% cut in the 
first six months’ dues. 





D. W. Griffith revived ‘Broken 
Blossoms’ at the Cohan as the first 
of a repertory film season. Did $6,- 
600 in the first five days. 





Strand, N. Y., preparing to build 
a roof garden atop the theatre. Had 
been provided for in original plans, 
but cash was short. 





Former saloonkeepers who had 
been clamoring for small picture 
theatres and had run prices away 
up were suffering from cold feet 
with the spring slump starting. 





John D. Tippett Productions had 
just been formed in London, with 
B. P. Schulberg associated. Tippett 
predicted London would become the 
world distribution center for pics. 





Referee in the White Rats Actors 
Union turned in his report. Found 
that monies had been diverted with- 
out accounting and that the union 
was insolvent. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





‘Chatterton, the Boy Poet,’ was 
the title of a new play by the au- 
thors of ‘The Silver King.’ Still 
writing about the kid. Kate Clax- 
ton turned in her 2,500 performance 
of ‘Two Orphans.’ 





Death of Charles Reade, English 
author, revealed most of his money 
had gone to angel plays from his 
books, 





Julie Hearne made her stage de- 
but with her dad in ‘Hearts of Oak.’ 
Only three years old. 





Harry Parkes credited with walk- 
ing a wire 250 feet above the ground 
and 365 feet long. In a Milwaukee 
park. 

Burlesque of ‘Bluebeard’ used by 
Lydia Thompson back in 1872 was 
revived with a little editing by Max 
Freeman. Largely saved by Fannie 
Rice, Pauline Hall, Jacaues Kruger 
and Arthur Tams. 








Newly opened Eden Musee con- 
templated going vaudeville. It 
compromised on gypsy orchestras, 
magicians, dancers and eventually 
the first house regularly to show 
motion pictures in New York. 





Harrigan and Hart called it off for 
the season after six weeks of ‘Dan’s 
Tribulations.’ Not a puller for 
warm weather. 





Janauschek was trying out ‘Bleak 
House’ with uncertain results. Had 
Played to poor business in New 
York. 





‘The Drunkard,’ now being. played 
with beer and pretzels, was picked 
for the final week of the season by 
the staid Boston Museum. It had 
been one of the Museum’s earlier 
Successes, Seriously regarded then. 


/ 











Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Reorganization of RKO to take it out of receivership will be strictly 
up to the creditors, according to Irving Trust reps who have not been 
broached on advice or to discuss what will or should be done. After 
liabilities have been scaled down sufficiently it is expected that the 
various creditors will go into a huddle to decide on the most feasible 
plan looking toward a discharge of the receivership. 


This may take the shape of an exchange of paper to balance the sit- 
uation, with new bonds possibly issued, or it may be that a new com- 
pany will be formed to purchase the assets of the old theatre subsidiary 
and satisfy creditor claims. 





Much-abused preview situation in Los Angeles which has led to triple 
bills in many instances, particularly through preview rentals by both 
circuit and indie exhibs, is expected to be ironed out through a ruling 
by the local zoning-clearance board. It will be stipulated that any houses 
asing a preview must automatically raise its admission price to 55c. 

Zoning-clearance body has been meeting three times weekly for the 
past month, setting up a comprehensive zoning for the Los Angeles 
exchange territory, and hopes to have its work completed within the next 
couple of weeks. 





Jack Benny’s film contract with Reliance (Edward Small) for United 
Artists’ release is complicated by sundry agents claiming coinmish. 

Walter Meyers (Bestry-Meyers-Romm-Scheuing) claims he started 
negotiations for Benny last January with his then Coast affiliates, the 
Small-Landau agency. Since then Meyers and Small-Landau have split. 
Lyons & Lyons also figure through being Benny’s personal managers. 
Bob Goldstein, now in New York, interposes through now acting for 
Small-Landau in the east. 





Tickets for critics were withheld at the last minute from Metro’s dra- 
matic school presentation of five one-act plays so studio heads could get 
a private peek at the talent. 


It was also feared that the 28 players, 17 of whom had never appeared 
on the stage before, would develop stage fright in the presence of re- 
viewers. Execs wanted an idea of how much the students had learned 
under the tutelage of Maurice Revnes, in charge, and Oliver Hinsdell, 
director. 





‘Hollywood Party’, sidetracked by Metro from its own Capitol, N. Y., 
into the Rialto, is the picture on which Howard Dietz shares supervisory 
credit. It goes into the Rialto*Thursday (24). 


Musical presented problems from the first and had a flock of writers 
on it before completed. When it had gone quite a distance and results 
were still not satisfactory to the studio, Dietz was called on from New 
York to help. 





Rockefellers had intended, according to accounts, to erect a 35-story 
office structure in the excavated area back of the RKO Building in 
Radio City, but are understood to be considering scrapping that plan. 

Property holders in the vicinity of Radio City are reported to have 
asked the Rockefeller people to hold off if feasible, presumably figuring 
the present office space in Radio City is sufficient opposition. 





R. C. Music Hall will not make a practice of holding over stage shows 
when pictures aren’t retained, as currently with ‘Madame Butterfly’. 
Management held the opera tab over as a result of the reaction indi- 
cated the first week. 

Only once before has the Hall held a stage show over without the 
picture. 





Warners will continue the comedy quartet of Frank McHugh, Guy 
Kibbe, Hugh Herbert and Allan Jenkins in at least two features on the 
1934-35 program. Studio execs declare the four will be tossed together 
in two or more because of exhib demands on ‘Convention City’. 

Company is also planning to team Aline MacMahon and Guy Kibbe in 
two for next season. 





Fear of poor reception by English audiences of a baseball story was 
among the reasons for Metro’s shelving the John McGraw picture idea. 
Figured British fans wouldn’t have any more interest in baseball and 
its ramifications than American fans would in cricket. 

Hollywood producers count on the British market heavily. 
there often means a picture finishes up in the red. 


A flop 





Film and Photo League, New York, which likes to get excited about 
things pictorial, is imploring all and sundry to crash down on ‘No 
Greater Glory’ (Col) on the argument that it is a preachment that war 
is inevitable. 

Organization apparently overlooks the fact that Molnar wrote it to 
prove the futility of war. 





‘House of Rothschild’ (film) has been a break for a Minneapolis 
clothing establishment, M. L. Rothschild. Concern capitalizes on the 
picture by heading its newspaper ads ‘House of Rothschild’ and plans 
to appropriate the title for permanent use. 

Owner claims distant relationship to the banking family. 





John Meehan, Metro writer, received cold cash for appearing as nar- 
rator on the NBC Hall of Fame program with Joan Crawford and Fran- 
chot Tone. He is one of first film writers to get money for appearing 
on the air. 





In Washington WB office will play RKO’s ‘Keep ’Em Rolling’ under 
original title, ‘Rodney’, at the Met. Pic was filmed at nearby army post 
and drew plenty of bally at time which the publicity lads in the capital: 
are counting on to put it over. 





The Par trustees have found one claim which has them a little mysti- 
fied. It’s from Berlin and for $25,000, but none seems to know what its 
for. Claimants are Kombi Gesellschaft M. Beschrankter Haftung, of 
Berlin. 





After experiencing some trouble with ‘Born To Be Bad’, including the 
Hays office, 20th Century is giving the picture a test engagement at 
Loew's Akron, starting Monday (28). 





Anthony Gonzales, United States minister to Panama, is a former 
picturite, having at one time been attached to the Metro legal depart- 
ment. 





Crauford Kent was listed by Metro as one of the actors in its training 
school for young piayers. Kent, who plays character parts, originally 
came from the stage and has been in pictures at least a dozen years. 





issued to its em- 
We are anxious to 


Monogram is rubber stamping all preview passes 
ployees with the request: ‘Please do not applaud. 





secure an audience reaction,’ 
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Aside Si —iUSIC 
The mysterious Sacro Enterprises, Inc., which paid $70,500 a month agé 
for the Columbia Phonograph Co, assets, taking it over from Grigsbye- 


Grunow when that company went into receivership, is said to be a subsid 
of Consolidated Laboratories, which owns the Brunswick records. Cone 
solidated will probably place Jack Knapp, general manager of Brunswick, 
in as president of the Columbia outfit. Decca Records of London is also 
said to figure in the new financial control. Decca’s President Lewis came 
over from London to be in on the New York confabs. 


Columbia Phono has undergone several financial changes, its latest 
coming through the Grigsby-Grunow receivership, which also made 
Majestic radios and electric refrigerators. Latter phases have yet to be 
cleared up. 

Columbia has paid up all its obligations to its artists, but has liabili- 
ties, variously reported as running up to $200,000, which it must clear up. 
The $70,500 purchase price included the assumption of all assets and 
liabilities. The assets include one of the world’s best Known talking 
machine and recording trade-marks, the big Bridgeport pressing factory, 
patents, ete. Liabilities are said to run chiefly to leaseholds and the 
like. 

Seemingly in anticipation of a financial change, Columbia Phono has 
done very little recording for the past three months, hence the obligations 
to the recording artists, bands, etc., were at a minimum and these were 
paid off since the new financial control. Instead, Columbia released some 
pressings obtained from its English affiliate, Columbia of London, and 
also reissued some of the hot standard stuff previously marketed. Thus 
the label was kept alive as a merchandising factor in the past few 
months. 

The Brunswick (American Record Corp., an affiliate of Consolidated 
Film Labs) hookup is not officially disclosed, but is surmised. Decca’s 
financial interest is likewise uncorroborated. Brunswick and Decca 
have an international working arrangement. Seemingly the new Sacro 
Enterprises is desirous of firsc clearing up the outstanding obligations, 
or such is the theory. Milton Diamond, of Gilbert, Brandeis & Diamond, 
New York law firm, is acting for the new financial control. 

As mysterious as the identity of Sacro is the intra-trade theory as to 
why Brunswick would want another recording company as an affiliate, 
subsid or outlet, although the large foreign catalog which Columbia 
enjoys and the ‘master works’ (standard) series are two very important 
elements. Brunswick has none of these to speak of. 

Brunswick would also acquire Col’s Western Electric license and thus 
be able to expand its electrical transcription business which has been a@ 
secret ambition of both Col and Brunswick. 

Kapp will probably pick the straight recording tunes for both com- 
panies relieving Ben Selvin, long time general recording manager of 
Col, who may take charge of the transcription business. Besides which 
Selvin, who is himself an orchestra leader, is expanding his radio 
commercials. 





Balloting for the members of the writers’ classifications appeals board 
is being held up by the American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers until it can determine how each person in the song devising 
faction wants to be rated. As a preliminary to the election, letters were 
sent the writers asking them whether they wanted to be listed under 
the heading of ‘standard’, ‘production’, or ‘popular’. 

By-laws of ASCAP, which provide for the creation of.a writers appeals 
board, hold that its membership should consist of three pop writers, 
three standard writers and three production writers. Also that there 
shall be no appeal from this board’s findings. 

Although there is nothing standing in the way, the publisher-faction 
on the ASCAP board of directors has made no move to institute the 
election from among the membership of a publishers’ appeals board of 
six, as provided for in a resolution adopted two months ago. 





Among those who have aligned themselves with the faction in the 
trade opposed to the Music Publishers Protective Association’s entry into 
the lyric folio field is W. St. Low, head of the Canadian Music Sales 
Corp. Low, while on a visit to New York last week, lodged with the 
MPPA a protest against that organization’s distribution of a special 
Canadian edition of the folio, charging the legitimate lyric sheets as 
being responsible for a huge drop in his music sales. 

Publishers’ sales reps coming in off the road complain that the lyric 
folio put out by the MPPA is doing havoe to the music sheet business, 
They hold that the distribution of these folios by copyright controlled 
sources, with their total now around the 1,250,000 mark, is largely re- 
sponsible for the current condition of the music business, rated as the 
worst in many years. 








In deference to a complaint from Barney Rapp CBS has agreed to 
refrain from further billing of the Buddy Welcome unit as ‘The Original 
New Englanders.’ Rapp had complained that the latter tag was an in- 
fringement on his own, ‘The New Englanders.’ ‘ 
Welcome, who formerly played in Rapp’s band, is now being booked 
through the Columbia Artists Bureau. Request that it change Welcome’s 
billing was received while Welcome was filling in at the Taft grill for 
George Hall the week before last. 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


The current NVA drive’s short (produced at the Fox Film N. Y. studio) 
rates as the best of the propaganda shorts made since soundfilms were 
utilized to help plug the NVA drive. This is reflected in more theatres 
than ever before booking the short, and the voluntary gestures by a 
number of houses to extend the drive for three more weeks, just because 
they wanted to play this short. The reel, of course, is booked gratis, as 
part of the annual drive. 

Walter Huston, Block and Sully, Lanny Ross and Jimmy Durante 
comprised the talent. Houston sets the pace of the drive with the others 
entertaining while the house lights are up for the basket-passing. 








Block and Sully regard this short with its unusual number of prints— 
some 2,500 important houses from coast to coast have booked it—as a 
swell builder-upper to sustain their radio interest. 





Soured on names after playing several costly but unprofitable attrac- 
tions in that category at the Paramount, N. Y., and other Par theatres, 
a low production budget is being set for the summer that will not per- 
mit fancy-salaried bookings. Broadway Par is going to budget its units 
at around $4,000, under plans, staying away from names for probably the 
entire summer, 

Shows have been running anywhere from $10,000 to $15,000 right along 
but the high-priced budgets have not brought pay dirt to the boxoffice 
Aside from the opening act, the Curtis & Allen office set the entire 
show opening at the Palace, N. Y., Friday (25). C.&A. acts going in 
are Arren and Broderick, Buster West, Eddie South and Ork, and Owen 





McGiveny. Miles Ingalls is Curtis & Allen’s RKO floor associate. 
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side Stuli—Legit 
After a lengthy court proceeding in New York the will of the late 
arles A. Levy, who owned 50% of the Broadway Theatre Ticket 
Agency, was established by Surrogate Foley last week. Nine of his 
relatives, only one of whom he recognized, contested the testament. 


Decedent made the will during his unexpectedly fatal illness on a hotel 
letterhead. His friend and attorney, Louis Scadron and Saul Abraham, 
signed the document. Attorney knew that signatories were legally not 
permitted to be beneficiaries but refused to comment at the time, aware 
wf Levy's excitable nature. Maxwell E. Tobin and Meyer Rosenstein, 


whose signatures were attached on a separate sheet of paper at Levy’s 
request, were ruled out as improper. 
Surrogate ordered Scadron and Abraham to testify or be subject to 


urrest on contempt charges. After they took the stand the court ruled 
that bequests of $5,000 each to ‘Broadway’ Sam Roth, who lived with 
Levy; Frances Marshall, his fiancee; Joseph Newman, manager of the 
iwency, and Sol Levy, a brother, shall be paid. Equal amounts to 
Abraham and Scadron were ruled out, their bequests and the latter's 


willed share of the agency going to the estate valued at about $40,000. 
Roth also inherited a share of the ticket office, major ownership of which 
is now held by Al Jones, 





Richard F. Flournoy who wrote ‘Come What May’, which Hal Skelly 
produced and stars in at the Plymouth, N. Y., is not new to show busi- 
ness. His start was with Neil O’Brien’s minstrels after leaving his 
home at Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Flournoy also authored ‘Here Comes the Groom’, tried out with Skelly 
last season, and although it didn’t come to Broadway it is being made 
into a picture on the Coast. He also collaborated with George Abbott 
on ‘Manhattan Medley’ which was tried out by L. Lawrence Weber last 
summer. 5 

‘Come What May’ is backed by Daniel Topping of the ad firm of Top- 
ping and Lloyd. Topping financed the more recent ‘Queer People’, with 
Skelly in the lead. This show carried the managerial label of Galen 
Bogue. 


- 





‘Last 52 weeks’ is one of the lines used in the ads for ‘Are You Decent’, 
now in its sixth week at the Ambassador, N. Y. Show was produced by 
Albert Bannister and George Lefty Miller, latter managing and handling : 
the advertising. Grosses have been light, approximating $3,000 weekly, 
but that pace is profitable for the one-setter. 

Miller sensed the show would be slapped by the critics and the day 
after the premiere covered a flock of plants in the metropolitan district, 
informing welfare departments that tickets were available from 40c. to 


$1.65. He claims to have traveled 204 miles by the clock to spread ‘the 
news’. Last season Miller was on the promotional end of ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’. 





Final three weeks of ‘Yellow Jack’, recently closed at the Martin Beck, 
N. Y., were guaranteed by Leblangs to gross not less than $6,500. Takings 
dipped under $5,000 one week and failed to equal the guarantee for the 
other two weeks. Ticket people therefore paid the difference. 

Last week's gross was about $6,000. House and show refused to accept 


y Leblangs’ loss check: saying it was an even break. Agency also about 


broke even what with its profit on the sale of tickets. ‘Jack’ is believed 
to have gotten back the cost of production with a slight profit to boot. 





During recent opening at the Miller, N. Y., of ‘These Two’ (withdrawn) 
attention of the critics and first nighters was drawn to the frequent 
quaffing of sherry by nearly all the cast. Looked something like a still 
wine drinking contest. : 

But that was not in the script. Players, including leads, missed so 
many lines that characters addressed substituted the sherry drinking 
cue to cover up. Several minor mishaps added to cast’s nervousness, 





‘I Myself’ was withdrawn last Tuesday (15) night at the Mansfield, 
N. Y. It was the initial managerial effort by the new producing duo 
of Pearson and Baruch. 

Broadway engagement was one week, premiere having been on the 
previous Wednesday. ‘Myself’ played first week in Philadelphia and 
players therefore getting two weeks’ salary, the Equity minimum during 
the regular season. 





Leo Donnelly was forced out of ‘The Milky Way’ shortly after it opened 
im New York, with a burst blood vessel. Injury came as the result of 
leveling a resuscitation bit too much during rehearsals. 

Donnelly may rejoin the show late this week. John Brown, stage 
manager, stepped into the part on 12 hours’ notice. 





Sam H. Harris has sold his Great Neck house which he leased out 
out about a year ago. He is now residing in a penthouse. 


SAT. NITE PREVIEWS J. J.’s QT. Sailing 
‘ FOR CLEVE. STOCK J. J. Shubert took a q.t. boat for 


Surope. 
Cleveland, May 21. While he may be back in August, 
Borrowing an idea from film 


unofficial dope is that he may be 
houses, Robert McLaughlin is 


gone for longer than that, going 
into retirement as recently reported 
bringing a fresh wrinkle to stock | and leaving the Shubert business to 
his brother, Lee and his son, John. 











biz by opening his first summer 
play, ‘Dinner at Fight,’ at Ohio on 
a Saturday night (26) with a pre- 
view. 

Innovation establishes a _ prece- 
dent for local legit, but will be con- 
tinued if Saturday opening draws 
bigger crowds than usual Sunday 
curtain-risers. Idea praised by the 
ericks, who are put on a spot when 
two or three plays all open Sunday 
night, forcing them to turn one 
over to second-string reviewers. 
Also gives Ohio's first play of a 


season a better break against com- 
petition of Saul Heller's rival stock 
which is opening ‘She 
Loves Me Not,’ with Ethel Barry- 
more Colt and Claire Carlton at the 
Hanna Sunday (20). 

Charles Schofield was brought 
here to direct ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
east of which includes Marion Man- 





KARSON’S RESEARCH TRIP 


Nat Karson, New York scenic de- 
signer, sails Saturday (26) for a 
month’s tour of the Continent. He 
will do general research into the 
scenic art. 

A special mission of Karson’s trip 
is for research on Michaelangelo’s 
‘Mourning Angel’ for Harmon & UIll- 
man, which firm will produce it on 
Broadway in the fall. 





HART ADAPTING ‘WALTZES’ 


Moss Hart is adapting the Eu- 
ropean musical, ' ‘Waltzes from 
Vienna’ for Max Gordon. 

This is the operetta which Gor- 
don may spot into the RKO Center 
theatre in Radio City in the fall. 





EMERY PEARCE, INC. 
Curtis W. Emery and H. R. 





ley, Doris Packer, John Winthrop, 
Noel Tearle, Curtis Cooksey, Roy 
Bikins, and Ruth Gates. Conrad 
Nagel and Violet Heming slated for 


~ McLaughlin’s second play, ‘Shining 


Hour.’ 


Pearce, as Emery Pearce, Inc., are 
a new vaude-legit producing combo, 
with a special eye to units for pres- 
entations and cafes. 





Formerly produced ‘Virtue’s Bed,’ 


Current Road Shows 





Week of May 21 

‘All the King’s Horses,’ Grand, 
Chicago. 

‘Green Bay Tree,’ Hollis, Boston. 

‘| Loved You Wednesday,’ Cort, 
Chicago. 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, Ma- 
jestic, Utica, 21; Capitol, Albany, 
22-23; Shubert, New Haven, 24-25- 
26. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Cass, De- 


troit. 

‘Road to Rome,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ Hanna, 
Cleveland. ; 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ Curran, San 
Francisco. 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Plymouth, 
Boston. 


‘The Wind and the Rain,’ Er- 
langer, Philadelphia. 

Walter Hampden Repertory, 
Academy of Music, Brooklyn, 21-22- 
23. 


More Opera Blues! 
Second Philly Co. 
Folds Up Suddenly 


Philadelphia, May 21. 


Grand opera received another 
jolt in Philly this week. 

Latest outfit to go on the rocks 
was the New York Grand Opera 
Company which opened and closed 
at the Academy of Music Monday 
night (14). That first performance— 
‘Carmen’—vwas given as per sched- 
ule, although there were several 
long waits (one of forty-five min- 
utes) during which the audience 
grew volubly restive and which, it 
was discovered afterwards, were 
due to the refusal of the chorus to 
go on unless they were paid. 

On Tuesday night when the pa- 
trons gathered to hear ‘Il Trova- 
tore,’ they found the Academy in 
darkness and a crayoned sign post- 
ed on the door reading; 

‘No performance to-night.’ 
‘Tickets purchased for this eve- 
ning’s performance will be redeemed 
Wednesday at the offices where 
same were purchased during the 
day.’ 

Both chorus and principals re- 
fused to go on after the perform- 
ance of ‘Carmen.’ Refunds, which 
were not heavy, were made with no 
kicks so far. Engagement was sup- 
posed to have been for a week, with 
Amedeo Passeri listed as impres- 
sario. 

First operatic lock-out occurred 
here May 5 when, because of a writ 
of attachment filed against the as- 
sets by a press agent, the Chicago 
Grand Opera Company suspended 
its scheduled performance at the 
Metropolitan Opera House after 
having struggled painfully through 
a week’s engagement, split between 
the Shubert Theatre and the Met. 











Woods Bans Coast ‘Cat’ 


Los Angeles, May 21. 


Al Woods has forbidden the Pasa- 
dena Community Players from 
using ‘Alley Cat,’ a play by Alan 
Dinehart which Woods will produce 
in New York. Samuel Shipman is 
doing some rewriting on the piece. 

Woods is due in two weeks to 
ogle the picture field, and to confab 
with Anzonetta and Wilson Collison 
on their play, ‘What a Queen.’ 





TENT STOCK IN N. C. 
Charlotte, N. C., May 21. 


Williams Stock Company, locat- 
ing a tent here for a full summer 
of repertoire, pulled stakes after 
one three-day offering and has 
spread the canvas at High Point. 
Sponsored by the American Legion. 

Stock outfit has 40 people, with 
Otto Gray and his Oklahoma Cow- 
boys as vaudeville. 





COAST ‘CAVALCADE’ 

Pasadena, May 21, 
First Coast stage showing of 
‘Cavalcade’ will be a production by 
the Pasadena Playhouse, opening 
May 30. Little theatre organization 
will have 191 players, 36 speaking 
lines, in the Noel Coward spectacle. 

Show runs only to June 9. : 
‘Playboy of the Westerm World’ 
ig current at the Playhouse, with 





legit of three years ago. 


Douglas Montgomery. 


Plays on 


Broadway . 





COME WHAT MAY 


Drama in two acts presented at the Ply- 
mouth May 15 by Hal Skelly, who is 
starred; written by Richard F, Flournoy; 
staged by Leo Bulgakov. 

[es BEEEEOE. ccececoessce +.-.-Hal Skelly 
Eve Hayward «++-Mary Philips 


Fred Hayward (boy)........-. Stanton Bier 
[: Se sesateeceoaes ¢ Granville Bates 
Be: - SNE kckesecdeddvent Sara Perry 
Billy Harrison (boy) ..... Roberrt Mayors 
Fred Hayward (young man) Roberrt Sloane 
John Hayward (boy) ...... Harry Clancy 
Billy Harrison (young man) Alfred Corn 
Reed Benton ........ W. W. Shuttleworth 


An, Pree Nancy Evans 
John Hayward (young man) 
John Bennethum 





Feminine draw indicated for this 
episodic story of small town family 
life. But that it will garner*enough 
to stick is doubtful. 

Hal Skelly-steps out as his own 
manager in ‘Come What May’, 
which affords an acting range from 


youth to approaching old age. Im- 
pression was that he was better in 
the latter stages. It is a sincere, 
sentimental play designed to cause 
gulps, not giggles. Perhaps it ar- 
rived too late in the season. 

A 32-year period is spanned in 
the life of a family, starting with 
courtship in 1896 and ending in 
mature, connubia) reflection in 1928. 
Two settings, a living room being 
used after the first scene to the 
finale, there being frequent curtains 
to denote the passing of time. Cast 
of 12 includes three kid players, 
characters later represented by 
others, having reached young man- 
hood or maturity. 


Landmarks in American history 
are touched upon, such as the 
Spanish and World wars.  Intro- 
duction of the linotype machine is 
brought in because Chet Harrison, 
who marries Eve Hayward, is a 
typesetter and his $17.50 per week 
is considered ample for a couple in 
this small town in the cotton belt 
(no indication of the locale other- 
wise). The linotype forces Chet 
out of his newspaper job and there 
is a cycle of several tough years, 
but Chet is a model husband and 
father. 

Their son Billy is born while 
Chet is off to the Spanish-Amer- 
ican war, from which he returns un- 
harmed. Period up to 1917 is more 
or less uneventful as to drama but 
the shadow of World War then in- 
trudes. Billy is now of recruiting 
age. He is a promising artist and 
wins the preparedness contest with 
a painting depicting the sinking of 
the Lusitania. 

Times when parents scanned cas- 
ualty lists in all editions of the 
papers are recalled. Most poignant 
scene in the play accompanies a 
message from Washington: ‘We 
deeply regret that you son William 
Hayward Harrison was killed in 
action May 10,’ 


Chet and Eve, with their friends 
and physician, take the blow in si- 
lent anguish as the scene fades out. 
Author risks no further pain to the 
mature couple by ending his play 
this side of the depression’s start 
but there is an indication that this 
was originally in the script. Finale 
has the couple being assured that 
their savings are enough to keep 
them from want and aging Chet 
voices the determined opinion there 
will not be another war. Play’s pur- 
pose is clearly a protest against 
war, although it comes late in the 
performance, 


Skelly has an admirable partner 
in Mary Phillips as Eve and play- 
ing honors seemed about even. 
Granville Bates as the doctor drew 
attention, as did the short contri- 
bution of Alfred Corn as Billy. 

‘Come What May’ is a homily, 
with a few smiles but mostly sob 
story. Ibee. 


Invitation to a Murder 


Mystery melodrama in three acts pre- 
sented at the Masque, May 17, by Ben 
Stein; written by Rufus King; staged by 
A. H. Van Buren. 


Walter Channing...... William Valentine 
Estelle Channing..Daphne Warren Wilson 
Horatio Channing..... Humphrey Bogart 
SPIT TT eer et James Shelburne 
a, DOCU ete eee Juan Varro 
POCee TOOIRS, «oe cc vess os Sherling Oliver 
Lorinda Channing...... Gale Sondergaard 
Se re Walter Abel 
Jeenette Thorne.........- Jane Seymour 
REP, DGMOOR scons cca «+++--Edgar Charles 
Detective Selbridge........ Walter Plinge 





Ben Stein brings in one of the 
best cast murder plays in years and, 
despite the lateness of the season, 
‘An Invitation to a Murder’ should 
do rather well. 

There is little change of pace in 
a comedy way, but there is sustained 
interest to the point of intensity. 
That, plus the element of mystery 
and the:class of the performance, 
places the show well above plays of 
similar type. Author Rufus King, 
specialist in crime stories, however, 
appears to have made his story too 
baffling, and the murkiness of its 
telling may be because he is a fic- 
tionist rather than a playwright. 

Scene is the great hall in the 
home of the Channings, of Spanish 
background. Locale is southern 
California. Family fortune, piled up 
by the forebears, came from pirating 





the boats that ranged the coast, 


Fabulous wealth in precious stones 
and gold are in the keeping of Lor- 
inda Channing, present head of the 
family. Custom has been that the 
estate passes to the next sugcessor 
in toto, without specific bequests to 
other heirs. Fortune is said to be 
hidden within the stone house, hid- 
ing spot to be revealed by a parch- 
ment upon Lorinda’s passing. 

Lorinda is unmarried, cold, cruel 
and merciless. She assumes regal 
bearing, especially when ensconsed 
in a throne chair. But the arm of 
that chair, when lifted, opens a trap 
and in the case of an unfaithful 
Mexican house boy, drops victims to 
death. Residing with Lorinda is her 
cousin Estelle. There are two other 
cousins, Horatio and Walter, each 
seeking funds for their various 
schemes. 

But one of the men has attempted 
to murder her by means of a subtle 
poison. A maid suddenly dies, after 
using Lorinda’s perfume atomizer, 
then her pet cockatoo is poisoned, 
Lorinda formulates a diabolic plan 
to discover the killer. Summoning 
Dr. Linton, a young physician, she 
offers to finance his research work 
if he gives her a drug that will 
suspend animation. Lorinda is ap- 
parently dead and is laid out in her 
coffin, Channing custom is that the 
dead be placed in the family vault 
without embalming. 

Funeral proceeds without the doc- 
tor injecting a counter drug, the 
medico having found the parchment 
on her bosom and planning robbery. 
Yet Lorinda gets out of the coffin 
and vault with the aid of the butler 
and in the dead of night, while 
Walter is attempting to find the 
hiding place of the fortune, shoots 
the cousin. He had confessed to the 
attempts to murder her. Doctor 
then invades the place, with Lor- 
inda cunningly putting him in the 
spot of being charged with Walter's 
killing. Finale, however, turns the 
finger on Lorinda, but she really 
dies from the drug, dangerous to 
those in a highly emotional state. 

Attractive cast is headed by Gale 
Sondergaard, who makes Lorinda a 
cold, dominating woman who cares 
for nothing save the rotten family 
strain. There are, too, Daphne 
Warren Wilson as Estelle, Humphry 
Bogart as the better of the male 
cousins, Walter Abel as the doctor 
who gets trapped, William Valentine 
as Walter, Sherling Oliver as a 
young attorney and Jane Seymour 
as his wry sister. 

‘Invitation to a Murder’ holds at- 
tention and, given weather breaks, it 
should make coin. Ibee. 


MUIR FILES COUNTER 
CLAIM AGAINST WL 


Long drawn out case of Wee & 
Leventhal versus Gavin Muir in the 
matter of the actor holding the cur- 
tain on ‘Dangerous Corner’ until 
his demand for $200 in lieu of an 
extra week's salary was paid him, 
is not over, although Muir was sus- 
pended by the Council last Tues- 
day (15) for six months. Actor has 
filed a counter claim for $600, which 
he avers, is due for extra Sunday 
performances when the show played 
the middle west. He also wants a 
percentage of the gross on all weeks 
played to profit. Additional claim 
is that the ‘Corner’ company, which 
resumed the play in Philadelphia 
after the Washington date, was not 
actually rotary stock. 


Muir’s suspension is retroactiva 
He was given a temporary suspen- 
sion February 27, which the Coun- 
cil fixed as the starting date for the 
barring. He will therefore be re- 
stored to good standing August 27, 
but not allowed to appear in legit 
until then. Muir planned to present 
and act in a show this summer in 
Chicago. 


Council, at the same _ session, 
banned Douglas Gilmore for six 
months. Gilmore was charged with 
intoxication at the opening per- 
formance in Philadelphia of ‘East 
of the Sun,’ which starred Lenore 
Ulric. Equity deputy with the show 
confirmed charges made by W.&I« 
as to Gilmore’s condition. 


Muir was also fined $100, while 
tilmore was ordered to pay two 
weeks’ salary to the show's present- 
ers. 








LACHMAN-PROSER TO D-C 


Mare Lachmann and Monte 
Proser, who have associated them- 
selves as indie p.a.’s, are going as 
a sub-unit into the Donahue-Coe 
ad agency. 

Lachman and Proser will build up 
the legit and personality represen- 
tation department for the advertis- 
ing agency and operate an inde 





pendent subsidiary. 
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Lae: Heated Session Looked for 


At Equity Meet; Reforms Asked 


Equity’s annual meeting and 
election Friday (1) at the 
N.Y., next week promises to be a 
argumentative session. The 
organized younger 


at- 


Astor, 


long, 
more or less 


group in the association will 


tempt to put forth a number of 
proposals of a controversial nature, 
in addition to the four amendments 
to the constitution. Group also is 
critical about the = association’s 
claimed resources, headquarter sal- 
aries and other matters. 

At least four additional proposi- 
tions will come from the floor. Ordi- 
narily the matters -on which the 
group seeks action would come up 
in Council sessions, but an organ- 
ized minority is likely to force 
direct action from the membership 
present at the meeting. What the 
group would like Equity to do is: 

1. Job insurance for members. 

2. Pay during rehearsal period. 

3. Defaulting managers barred 
until salary claims fully paid. 

4. Boost in minimum salaries as 
set by legit code. 

All of the proposals set forth have 
been considered and discussed by 
Equity leaders and Council here- 
tofore, with each proposition being 
shelved or disregarded as imprac- 
tical, at least at this time. Yet 
the group, at a session held in the 
Union Church assembly hall, West 
48th street, N. Y., last Wednesday 
(16), decided that the members 
were entitled to express opinions 
and advance their ideas. 

More Costly 


In general, the proposals would 
add to the cost of or discourage 
production, according to Equity of- 
ficials, and to add to managerial 
burdens would react against the 
actor. That answer is based on 
the fact that during the past sev- 
eral seasons, new producers called 
on to raise more cash than orig- 
inally budgeted have been hard put 
to it to comply. 

Idea of ensuring engagements 
goes back as far as the actors’ 
strike of 1919. There is no aver- 
age number of weeks per season for 
actors that could be used as a basis 
for insurance. Nearest to such a 
figure was the casting agents’ guar- 
antee to certain standout acts 
guaranteeing a season of 20 weeks, 
but most such arrangements have 
been discontinued because there are 
fewer jobs and some agents were 
unable to make good. Possibility 
of Equity blanketing its member- 
ship by means of a job insurance 
policy is out because of prohibitive 
premium. 

Pay for rehearsals has been dis- 
cussed by the Council on any num- 
ber of occasions but it was agreed 
by a majority that it would act as 
an added impost o2%n_ production, 
therefore bringing about more un- 
employment. Same thing goes for 
the plan to boost the minimum. Ac- 
tors, however, feel that they should 
not receive less than stage hands. 
Despite that view, Equity leaders 
are loath to foster such a move, 
pointing out that while the smaller 
actor may get less than back-stage 
labor, the recognized players com- 
mand much more. 

Defaulting Managers 


Group would keep managers who 
have not paid salary claims in full 
from putting on shows until the 
slate is clean. Idea has been tabbed 
as fallacious on the grounds that 
if showmen are barred there is no 
way to collect, whereas if per- 
miited to continue activities, Equity 
can, and has, collected a consider- 
able percentage of salary claims. 

Although there is a long list of 
managers who failed to pay off in 
whole or part, Equity has convinc- 
ing figures to prove that its man- 
agement of salary claims has keen 
an excellent system. In the past 
€ight years claims amounting to 
between $80,000 and $100,000 in un- 
paid salaries were filed with the 
association and $55,000 was re- 
Claimed from managers who put on 
other shows and paid off. Amount 
of salaries paid regularly to actors 
by those managers: who produced 
after bad starts totaled about |! 
$700,000. 

Equity will revive its open house 
forum and, on the first Monday of 
each month starting June 4, Frank 
Gillmore, president, and Paul Dul- 
zell, executive secretary, will be 
€vailable in the afternoons to re- 
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‘HARVEST’ MOVES UP 


Bev. Hills Little Theatre Show | 
Goes Commercial in H’wood 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Moving up from a little theatre 
to a commercial spot, ‘Bitter Har- 
vest’ opens at the Hollywood Play- 
house next Monday (28). Drama, 
based on Lord Byron's romantic 
adventures, has been at the Beverly 
Hills Community theatre. 

Melville Brown, film director, has 
bought rights as stage producer. If 
play goes satisfactorily, Brown will 
take it to New York in the fall. 

Leslie Fenton and Jeanette Nolan 
of the little theatre company con- 
tinue as leads in Brown’s produc- 
tion, but rest of cast is new. Dick- 
son Morgan is staging. 


REVISED CODE 
OKAY WITH 
GOVT 


| 











Garland’s Cracker 


Robert Garland, critic for the 
World-Telegram, N. Y., and 
Lawrence Langner, Theatre 
League director and author, 
were chatting. Langner re- 
marked he was sailing next 
day with ‘The Pursuit of Hap- 
piness’ company. Reviewer in- 
quired how long he intended 
staying, Langner answering: 
‘About a week.’ 

‘Oh, for the run of the play,’ 
cracked Garland. 


BOOM IN ROAD 
SHOWS LIKELY 


More interest in shows next sea- 
son from stands of 100,000 popula- 
tion or less is indicated than in 
years, according to bookers. Shrine 
auditoriums rather than regular the- 
atres, are seeking attractions and 
civic bodies show a tendency to 
guarantee shows against loss. 


Support tor ‘four Saints in Three 
Acts’ has been assured in a num- 
ber of spots already booked by local 
musical societies. Colored cast af- 
fair with the curious Gertrude Siein 
lyrics is expected to tour for six 
months, most bookings being for 
one and two performances. Long- 
est date is the starting point, Bos- 
ton, where ‘Saints’ will play one 














‘DRUNKARD’ EPIDEMIC 


Trio of Producers Hit Loop With 
Burlesque Show Revival 


Chicago, May 21. 

This town has become a hot-bed 
of ‘Drunkard’ productions. Out of 
the nowhere comes three producers 
with the same idea. Al! are set in 
out-of-the-way spots, but spending 
plenty of coin in the dailies in the 
hope of getting some return. 

Charles O'Neal, who directed and 
featured the Los Angeles production 
of the revival, has opened the Old 
Music Hall at $1.10 top. Opera 
Club is producing the show as a 
floor attraction with the $1.65 ad- 
mish at the tables including beer, 
coffee and sandwiches. Edgar Mason 
is opening late but expected to be 
ready early next week at the Dill 
Pickle Club. 


U SETS BACK 
HULL'S PAPER; 











Washington, May 21. 

Revised legit code probably will 
be presented to code authority for 
okay or further changes this week. 
NRA officials gave perfected pact 
final going-over last week and 
reached what were regarded as gen- 
erally-acceptable compromises on 
disputed points. 
Hesitating to reveal nature of 
compromises on most controversial 
issues, Deputy Administrator Wil- 
liam P. Farnsworth said code now 
is satisfactory to government, but 
final word must be passed by in- 
dustry. Expressed hope that all 
factions will approve and permit 
new regulations to go into effect 
without further delay. 
Ticket scheme was described as 
a combination of ideas presented by 
various factions, but essentially the 
same as the present set-up, al- 
though simplified in enforcement 
features. 
Soft ticket idea was scrapped, as 
was proposal that C.A. establish a 
central distribution office to allot 
pasteboards to individual brokers. 
Final version calls for contracts be- 
tween managers and brokers to 
strengthen enforcement provisions 
as well as for licensing system. 
Instead of being forced to bring 
every case to Washington for ac- 
tion, C.A. will have authority to 
pass final judgment on all viola- 
tions and complaints. Right of ap- 
peal to NRA is reserved, as is done 
in all codes, but expectation is that 
speedier action will result now that 
automatic reference to government 
agency has been dropped. 


BECKHARD, BULGAKOV 
GO INTO BANKRUPTCY 


Arthur J. Beckhard, who for years 
was a concert impresario before 
making his debut as a theatrical > 
producer with ‘Another Language’, 
last week filed a petition in bank- 
ruptcy with the Federal court. Beck- 
hard had not by yesterday after- 
noon (Monday) filed a _ detailed 
schedule of his liabilities and assets. 
A list of creditors’ names, totaling 
132, had accompanied the petition. 
Beckhard, in the _ preliminary 
schedule, stated he had a third in- 
terest in property at 102 West 87th 
street and stock holdings in Broom- 
stick, Inc., Carry Nation, Inc., and 
seckhard-McFarlene, Inc. 

Leo Bulgakov, who directed ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’, also filed a 
bankruptcy appeal the same day, 





week. Show is featured by its 
musical strength, for which reason 
tour is being handled like a concert. 

‘Saints’ was originally presented 
at Hartford, Conn. by the ‘Friends 
and Enemies of Modern Music,’ 
later being presented on Broadway 
by Harry Moses. Show ended about 
$20,000 in the red, but inquiries from 
the road prompted the plans to 
send it out in the fall. 


No Precedent Set 
By Connelly’s Book 
Arbitration Award 


Arbitration award won by Marc 
Connelly against Rowland Stebbins 
(Laurence Rivers, Inc.) in the mat- 
ter of souvenir booklets of “The 
Green Pastures,’ does not establish 
a precedent as first reported. Analy- 
sis of the decision shows that it was 
a compromise award, with one of 
the board not concurring. Connelly 
claimed about $2,300, but received 
$530 and case does not furnish basis 
for other authors to step in with 
similar claims unless booklets are 
distributed with the author’s con- 
sent. 

Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., sought to 
prove that such booklets ccnstituted 
an invasion of the playwright’s pub- 
lication rights. He was unsuccess- 
ful and the wording of the decision 
states that the use of souvenir book- 
lets is a recognized trade practice, 
the brochures being used for adver- 
tising purposes although sold to au- 
diences, generally at 25 cents the 
copy. That point was conceded by 
Owen Davis, one of the arbitrators. 

However, because Connelly ob- 
jected to the use of booklets it was 
thought he should be upheld in some 
degree. Stebbins stated the cost of 
printing and traveling a book boy 
left, but small net proceeds. 
Usually authors readily assent to 
the issuance of booklets, because it 
is a managerial activity and rarely 
are there quotations from the play 
without consent. Charles G. Stew- 
art, general manager for Stebbins, 
was ill at the time the proposition 
was first considered and rejected. 
Later, when Stewart recovered it 
was figured that booklets, including 
endorsements from the clergy might 
mitigate against possible objections 
to ‘Pastures’ on sectual grounds out 
of town. 

When the booklets went on sale 
during the Chicago run of the show, 
Connelly filed his claim. There had 
heen some previous friction between 








giving his liabilities as $2,381 and 
no assets. 





information. Members who have 
questions which involve data which 
must be looked up are asked to | 
mail queries in advance. 

Next Saturday (26) Equity will | 
be 21 years old. First meeting at- 
tended by 112 actors met at Pabst’s 





Five - wf ° ° 
Cfive specific complaints or furnish | 


sented 
over 
Paul 
original, 
Circle hotel, N. Y., and signed the | the 
constitution and by-laws. 


him and the management. Other ar- 
bitrators were Warren P. Munsell 
ani George W. Naumberg, a broker. 





Gallagher’s Import 


The originally pre- 
produced 


Gallagher. 


Bystander’, 
in Dublin, will be 
here by Leonard 
Carroll, who appeared in the 
will be imported to play 


lead Another cast choice is 


Francis Lister 


t 


I 
t 


next season, Sam H. 
play in which Eddie Cantor will be 
starred, at the 
Cantor is to*collaborate on it 
David Freedman, but to date it Is 
merely an idea. 


proved 
arrears 


September 
greatly 


arrangement 


SHOW STICKS 


By setting back Henry Hull's 
Hollywood contract with Universal, 
‘Tobacco Road,’ which developed 
from a weakling to a money-maker, 
will enter the summer period at the 
48th Street, New York. Under the 
arrangement U can call on Hull to 
report on the coast after June 20, 


provided a four-week notice is giv- 
en the show management. That 
would extend the Broadway engage- 
ment into the latter part of July, 
provided the attraction stands up 
in summer weather. 

Hull’s picture contract called for 
him to go west about the middle 
of the current month but U did not 
have a script ready. Actor, who is 
playing on percentage in ‘Road,’ 
agreed to stick in the show with 
the consent of the picture firm. 
Carl Laemmle okayed the extension 
last week. . 

‘Road’ drew editorial attention 
more than three months after it 
open at the Masque, while Hull’s 
characterization of a white trash 
Southerner, was rated among the 
finest performances on the stage. 
Opening gresses were around $3,000 
weekly. Whcn the show moved, it 
steadily climbed and, with Leblang 
support, takings went to over $9,000. 
Slightly under the figure last week. 

Play has not yet been sold for pic- 
tures. Jack Kirkland, who adapted 
it from Erskine Caldwell’s novel, 
is said to have written a scenario 
with what are considered objection- 
able features on the stage elimi- 
nated. Understood Universal is con- 
sidering buying the play and star- 
ring Hull in the film version. 


CANTOR MAY WRITE, 
ACT IN HARRIS PLAY 


his production schedule for 
Harris lists a 


On 


latter’s suggestion. 
with 


If and when, it will be the first 


straight play appearance by Cantor. 


Lambs Going Off Nut 


It was announced at a meeting of 


the Lambs last Friday (18) that the 
financial 


of the club im- 
extent of paying the 
It was also stated 
calendar year in 
find the deficit 


condition 
to the 

in taxe: 
end of the 
should 


hat the 


reduced. 

Lambs still have a ex- 
venditure to face, that being the in- 
erest on the first mortgage Un- 
lerstood, however, a _ satisfactory 
with the holders 


major 





I 


has 
| 


een made. 


Court Ruling on Erlanger Stock 
Indicates Estate May Be Solvent 


+ 


Solvency of the A. L. Erlanger 
estate was indicated last week when 
Surrogate James A. Delehanty, 
N. Y., ruled that stock in the prin- 
cipal Erlanger corporations Is not 
the property of the deceased show- 
man’s brother and sisters, but that 
it belongs to the Judge 
Mitchell L. Erlanger and the sis- 
ters, Mrs. Caroline Bergman and 
Ray Erlanger, claimed that stock of 
the Erlanger Amusement Enter- 
prises and the Erlanger Realty Cor- 
poration, was given them in 1925 
by Erlanger, who died in 1930. Court 
ruled otherwise. 

was counter to 
Philip J. Dunn, sitting as referee 
acting on claims against the es- 
tate. That portion of Dunn’s re- 
port okaying the gift stock is out, 
but claims amounting to $1,857,647 
were verified by the surrogate. 
Court’s decision, which the heirs 
will probably appeal, is important 
since the worth of the estate other- 
wise is placed at $1,305,277, only 
cash being $124.30. 

Stocks in question mean a contest 
over the ownership of realty, prob- 
ably the most valuable being the 
Gaiety and Fulton theatres, N. Y. 
While some leaseholds may be re- 
garded as liabilities at this time, 
the other properties figure to rep- 
resent a fortune when an upturn 
in realty values comes. Included is 
the New Amsterdam theatre. At 
the present time the mortgagee 
(bank) is collecting the revenues 
but no foreclosure is anticipated. 

Dillingham Angle 

Understood that realty obliga- 
tions, including leaseholds which he 
endorsed at the request of Erlanger, 
placed Charles Dillingham in such 
a position that he went into bank- 
ruptcy recently. 

Among the claims allowed is one 
by Adelaid L. Erlanger for $24,000, 
which the court ruled is a freferred 
claim. Mrs. Erlanger is the show- 
man’s divorced wife who has been 
residing abroad. Other claims in- 
clude: $771,929, Chase National 
Bank; $120,600, National City Bank; 
$119,340, Stanley Company; $119,350, 
Edmund D. ‘“codman and others; 
$147,948, Mitchell H. Mark Co.,; 
$32,500, Mitchell L. Erlanger on a 
note; $31,780, Mare Klaw, 

Previously there was $918,226 on 
hand in cash, debts totaling $896,045 
being paid by court orders plus 
$22,056 in administration expenses. 


NEGRO OPERA OUSTED 
BY FIRE DEPARTMENT 


‘Kykunkor,’ billed as a ‘native 
African opera,’ which attracted at- 
tention at the Unity, a tiny 23rd 
street theatre, was ousted last week 
by the fire department for failure to 
have the proper exits. Place is a 
second floor affair. But the admis- 
sion scale, first lifted from 35c to 50e 
was tilted to $2 and $3, and a gross 
of $2,200 was claimed for the 199 
seater. Standing room was 50c. 
Show is a combination of native 
customs and triba. dances. It man- 
aged to shift to the City College of 
New Yo-k auditorium, but is seek- 
ing a Broadway spot. Male portion 
of the cast are from Africa, wom- 
en coming from Harlem. 


estate 


Ruling that of 








Cagney in Musical? 


James Cagney may join next sea- 
son's Hollywood names to dot the 
shows on Broadway. Film star is 
listening to Lew Brown who wants 
him for a musical dated for autumn. 
3en Stein is to be interested with 
Brown. 

Cagney requested the material be 
submitted and the sketche 
have been forwarded 
Coast. 





and bits 


him on the 


Options ‘Wandering Jew’ 
Hollywood, May 21. 

Arthur here 
that he ken a 
option on Temple 
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from London has ta 
six months 

Thurston's p! 
Jew,’ 
fall in New 
Arthur is 
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and expects to pro 
York, 
get 


trying te either 





Paul Muni or Phillip Merrivale for 


the lead 
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ya Wilt in Summer Heat, 3 Scram: 


Mary, ‘Dodsworth Hold Pace, Tho 





Summer heat descended on 
Broadway the week-end, and, 
although there were but three clos- 
ings listed for Saturday, more 
shows may call it a season. Produc- 
tion has slowed away down. Indi- 
cations are no new major musicals 
are scheduled for the second suc- 
cessive summer, but one or two 
may be rushed in later. No pre- 
mieres this week, save for two re- 
vivals. One opening is carded for 
next week and same for the week 
after that. 

List totals 23 attractions, which is 
somewhat better than the same 
week last season, discounting the 
several then cheap ticket revivals. 


- 
over 


Slump which ushered in May still 
holds, although business was 
slightly up last week. Only visitors 


are buying tickets, and, until there 
is an influx, theatre attendance can 
hardly improve. Upward trend may 
come -next week, when: the fleet 
comes in. 

‘Mary of. Scotland’ was credited 
with another $20,000 gross, an _ ex- 
tra matinee accounting for show 
holding the pace. ‘Dodsworth,’ again 
around $22,000, got a: much money 
as any show in town, about even 
with. ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ a revue 
with a higher scale, ‘Follies’ is 
doubtful of going into the summer 
period. 

‘Invitation to a Murder’ figures to 
have a good chance at the Masque, 
where it opened late last week. Only 
other premiere, ‘Come What May,’ 
however, is not rated a good thing 
at the Plymouth. The revival of 
‘The Drunkard’ in a former church 
is still drawing excellent attend- 


ance; as is ‘Stevedore,’ on 14th 
street. 

Announced closings this week 
are ‘The Shining Hour,’ Booth, and 


‘Moc Born,’ Playhouse. ‘I Myself,’ 
was withdrawn after one week at 
the Mansfield. Next week ‘Fur- 
nished Rddms’ comes to the Ritz, 
with. ‘Caviar’ arriving at the Forrest 
June 4. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ah; Wilderness,’ Guild (34th 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Last two 
weeks announced; business slightly 
better than last week with takings 
around $7,500. 

‘Are You Decent?’ Ambassador 
(6th week) (C-1,166-$3.30). Grosses 
small but turning some profit; en- 
gagement may extend into summer; 


$3,000. 
‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music 
Box (34th week) (R-1,000-$4.40). 


Went to extra space ads announc- 
ing majority of tickets on sale at 
box office; somewhat better with 
gross around $22,000. 

‘Come What May,” Plymouth (2nd 
week) (C-1,036-$2.75). Notices tepid 
with attendance light after pre- 
miere; under $5,000 in seven per- 
formances. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (13th week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.30). Stays out in front 
of dramas and tied for list leader- 


ship with musical ‘Cheer’; around 
$22,000. 

‘Every Thursday,’ Royale (3rd 
week) (C-900-$2.75). Price scale 
means nothing for this show; 
mostly cheap admissions: under 


2,500 but claimed better than even 
break at that. 

‘Follies, Winter Garden (21st 
week) (R-1,483-$4.40). Changes in 

















YOU ARE NEVER 
TO09 YOUNG TO 
PROVIDE FOR A HAPPY 
OLD AGE! 


Give a person $50,000 and they may 
be in want in a few years. Give 
them $2,000 on January first, and 
they may be short of money before 
the first of July. Give them an in- 
come of $100 a month or more for 
life and they will prosper as long as 
they live. 

You have your own problems and 
are entitled to have a Program built 
for your particular use. It will cost 
you no more to own Insurance which 
fits your case perfectly than to buy 
misfit Insurance. 


For Further Details Write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Av., New York City 
Phones Murray Hili 2—7838-7839 


plans reported and revue may ex- 


tend into June: gross estimated 
around $18,000. 
‘l, Myself,’ Mansfield. Taken off 
last Tuesday: played one week. 
‘Invitation to Murder,’ Masque 
(2nd week) (D-789-$2.75). Drew fair 


murder play which 
opened late last 


notices; class 
should make grade; 
week, 

‘Jig Saw,’ 
(C-1,096-$3.30). 
pace with claimed 
000: Guild’s final show 
has summer chance. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). 
000 last week, smash, 
performance because of 
strength. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (35th 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Pulitzer 
prize winner likely summer hold- 
over: business again around $12,500. 
‘Moor Born,’ Playhouse (8th 
week) (D-896-$3.30). Final week; 
drew fair grosses first six weeks. 
then slipped; last week estimated 
around $5,000; ‘While Parents Sleep’ 
follows next month. 
‘New Faces,’ Fulton 
(R-900-$3.30). Went into 
1 st week with takings 
thereby: estimated over 
which is profitable. 

‘No More reed Moroseo (18th 
week) (C-961-$2.75). Eased off un- 
der $9,000 last week but profitable 
both ways at figure. 
‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (27th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Somewhat 
better last week at quoted $16,900; 
about even break; should hold over 
into summer. 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum  ,34th 
week) (C-923-$3.30). Has been down 
around $6,090, but expectant of 
sticking, with betterment figured 
when fleet comes in next week. 


3arrymore (4th week) 
Holds profitable 
takings of $10, 
this season 


Alvin (26th 
Around $20,- 
playing extra 
matinee 


(llth week) 
cut rates 
bettered 

$8,000, 


‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (31st 
week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Off this 
month ter piling up excellent 
profits; slightly better last week at 
$12,000. 

‘The Milky Way,’ Cort (3rd 
week) (C-1,057-$2.75). Attendance 
better last week, with takings 
quoted at $8,500; laugh show has 


summer chance. 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Booth (15th 
week) (D-708-$3.30). Final week; 
English drama will go to London 
intact; engagement profitable, but 
off to $5,000 last week. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th St. (25th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Will extend 
into June and may be summer 
sticker; business better with about 
$8,500 grossed last week. 


Other Attractions 


‘The Only Girl,’ 44th Street: 
vival opened Monday (21). 
‘Mikado,’ Majestic; final Gilbert 
and Sullivan revival; one week. 
‘Stevedore,’ Civic Rep theatre; 
draw on 14th street. 

‘The Drunkard,’ American Music 


re- 


Hall; meller revival drawing excel- 
lently. 

Grand Opera, Hippodrome; pop 
opera. 


HUB DULL, BUT ‘HOUR’ 





Boston, May 21. 

Nothing new in the legit sector 
this week. S. M. Chartok takes 
over the Milton Aborn Savoy opera 
reins by bringing practically the 
same company here, repertory open- 
ing with ‘The Mikado’ next Monday 
at Shubert. Under Aborn this was 
always one of the big delights of a 
season for Gilbert-Sullivan fans. 

Next in line is Katharine Cornell, 
booked into the Boston Opera House 
for three days, starting June 7, in 
‘Barretts.’ 

Conrad Nagel and Violet Heming 
remain another week at the Ply- 
mouth in ‘The ‘Shining Hour,’ first 
week grossing a very nice $9,500. 
‘The Green Bay Tree’ is in its last 
week at the Hollis, and entagement 
is expected to end season's venture 
there by Wee & Leventhal on 
; courtesy pass plus 40c. admish plan. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


‘Roberta.’ 





Pere Launder, 

Isabel Madigan, ‘No More Ladies.’ 

Mildred Wall, ‘The Milky Way’, 
replacing Gladys George. 














ease y on 


June Sillman, ‘New Faces’, re- 
| placing Edith Sheridan. 

| Giovanna Borgese ‘Hedda Gabler’. 
| Vie s Cummings, John F. Morris- 
| sey ‘rank Reyman, Ronnie Madi- 
Viotet Barney, Huntley Weston, 
Bentley, Liana Grey, Clar- 
ence Rock, Jack Willis and Valerie 
Raemier —e urnished Rooms’ (Com- 
plete Gast). 

Joyce Carey ‘Barrett’s of Wimpole 
street’ (tour). 

Lew Hearn, Brine Cordner, Barna 
Ostertag, Larry Bolton, Courtney 
White, Augusta French, Edith Les- 
lie, George Herman and Jack Mason, 
‘The Black Crook.’ 

Grena Loan, ‘The Only Girl.’ 

Kathleen Lowry, ‘The Shining 
Hour’ (road). 


son, 
Spencer 


GARNERS NEAT $9,500 


‘Shim Sham Revue,’ Sole 
L. A. Legit, Okay $3,000: 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
the local legit field exclu- 
‘Shim Sham Revue’ 
its third week at 


Having 
sively to itself, 
built strongly in 


Henry Duffy's production of ‘Ah, 
Wilderness,’ featuring Will Rogers 
after three big weeks in San Fran- 
cisco, bows in tonight (Monday) at 
El Capitan, providing Hollywood 
with two legits and leaving the 
downtown sector barren. 


PHILLY READY 
TO CALL IT 
A SEASON 


Philadelphia, May 21. 
appearances, Philly's 





From all 


legit season is going to wind up 
plenty quick. There are only two 
left now and one of them is ex- 


pected to get closing orders pronto. 


From the standpoint of quantity, 
it’s been Philly’s modern-time low; 
from the standpoint of actual biz 
it's been about on a par with the 
preceeding two seasons, perhaps a 
trifle worse, but not much. Until 
recently most deserving shows 
clicked at the b.o. 

Shuberts” plan for a summer sea- 
son of light opera revivals at the 
Forrest finally blew up Saturday 
(19), when ‘The Only Girl’ departed 
after a single week. Good notices 
didn’t help this Victor Herbert re- 


vival much. Only $9,500 grossed 
and that wasn’t enough. ‘Bitter 
Sweet,’ advertised as next attrac- 


tion, was cancelled and the Forrest 
gets the traditional keys and cam- 
phor balls. That goes for the Ches- 
nut, too, which hasn’t had a show 
in six weeks. 

Broad is staggering quite a bit 


now, but figures to stay open for 
another month at least, with the 
cut-rate and 40c tax idea. Last 


week’s show, ‘The Wind and the 


Rain,’ was hardly the sort for the 
moronic type of audience this 
racket draws. Reported at $5,500 


and moved up to the Erlanger this 
week for no particular reason that 
anyone could _ observe. Nothing 
more is listed at this big house on 
West Market street, though no an- 
nouncement of closing has been 
made. ‘Biography’ (third visit 
here), got $5,000 last week. 

This week's offering at the Broad 
—and it may be the season’s wind- 
up—is ‘Big-Hearted, Herbert.’ There 
is considerable interest in it as 
Cecil Lean and Cleo Mayfield are 
definitely favorites here. Two weeks 
are listed. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Wind and the Rain’ (Broad).— 
Not the type of play appreciated 
by this cut-rate audience. Notices 
mixed; $5,500 reported. ‘Big- 
Hearted Herbert’ this week, with 
fortnight’s run hoped for. 

‘The Only Girl’ (Forrest).—Very 
good notices but no biz and the 
Victor Herbert revival was taken 
out after single week. Goes to New 
York. Forrest’s season of light 
opera revivals now all off and house 
through for season, Last week 
$9,500. 

‘Biography’ (Erlanger). — One 
week only for third local engage- 
ment. Just $5,000. ‘Wind and the 
Rain’ moved up from Broad this 
week, 


the Hollywood Music Box, copping 
an easy $3,000, and insuring con- 
tinuance of run for several eeks at} 
least. 


Tuesday, May 2, Dasiuic¥ 








‘King’s Horses’ Loop Winner at 116: 
Legiters Awaiting Exposition Boom 


| pocketed 








RALTO ‘VOICE’ FOLDS 
AFTER CRIMSON $3,800 


May 21. 





Baltimore, 
Emerson Cook Players 
but approximately $3,800 
with Florence Reed in ‘Her Mas- 
ter’s Voice’ at Ford's last week at 
85c top. Management blamed pres- 


Charles 


ence of circus and the excessive 
humidity. 
‘Voice’ blacked out the outfit for 


the year, simultaneously dropping 
the curtain on legit for sun-tan sea- 
son. The stock troupe stuck for a 
total of 22 weeks on local terrain, 
first fifteen up at the Auditorium, 


then, after Lenten lapse, wound up 
final seven on Ford's rostrum. 

Propo-ed deal, whereby Cook 
would try a summer run in Chicago 
with Miss Reed in ‘Thoroughbred,’ 
now off. Locale deemed over-com- 
petitive. Reasonably certain group 
will return here in fall, opening 
around Labor Day, and continue at 
Ford's, UBO house, till the road 
shows start coming in. 

Season, aside from stock, em- 
braced but an ill-fated trio of Wee 
‘& Leventhal offerings at the Mary- 
land and seven and a half weeks of 
touring shows at Ford's. That’s 
all-time touring legit low for burg 


ROGERS $70,000 
IN 3 WKS, 
FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 21. 

With Will Rogers through at the 
Curran after three weeks, ‘She 
Loves Me Not’ follows into the same 
house and has Frisco to itself after 
opening tonight (21). 

Cast of the Homer Curran pro- 
duction includes Dorothy Lee, Rus- 
sell Hopton and Dorothy Lee, play- 
ing at $2 top. Advance not heavy. 

Rogers bowed out with about 
$23,000 on the third week, making 
some $70,000 on his three weeks, a 
record for the town these past few 
years. 

Shobe and Bell’s production of 
‘Drunkard’ is holding for a second 
week in the grill room of the Palace 
hotel, where it’s continuing to good 
business. ‘Men in White’ is slated 
for later at the Curran, and that’s 
about all on the legit calendar for 
a time. 





Rochester Folds 


Rochester, May 21. 


Lyceum stock, sponsored by the 
Stagehands’ Union, closed Saturday 
night (19) after 13 weeks. Ten 
plays of various types were pro- 
duced under direction of Eric North, 
but the project failed to click and 
was badly in the red. Prices were 
changed from $1.10 top to 75c, and 
then up to $1.65 again for ‘Green 
Bay Tree,’ final production. 





+ 





Last-minute newspaper editorials | 


and drama page pleas failed to draw 
public support for the company. 





Too Many Summer ‘Stocks Last Year, 
Eight to Stay Closed in New England 





South Norwalk, May 21. 
At least eight summer theatres 
will not ope. in these parts this 
and the grass is growing 
farmyards where actors 


season 


high in 


were rehearsing a year ago this 
time. 
Summer theatres at Danbury, 


Norwalk, Stamford and Greenwich 
will not open this year. 

Country Playhouse at Westport, 
operated by. Lawrence Langner, and 
one of the most successful of its 
type, is the only summer stand in 
these parts that is preparing to re- 
open. Owners of several small film 
houses have turned down offers and 
others have refused to open dark 
houses, claiming that there is no 
percentage in the effort. This based 





on three years’ experience. 





Two years ago this time troupes 
were sweeping down on every barn, 
and farming became a thing of the 





past in the advance of drama. Epis- 
copal parish houses, Odd homeo 
temples and grange halls were not | 
safe from the outpouring of the 
Lambs. 

Summer theatres, in 
at any rate, reached their height! 
last season, when nine companies 
were started within a radius of 20! 
miles. | 

Looks now as if Langner’s thea- | 
tre at Westport and Larry Anhalt’s 
New York Players at Ivoryton, 
where Katharine Hepburn had her | 
start, will be the only old com- | 
panies in the entire state to reopen, 


these parts | 





although Virgil Geddes says that 
he will reopen his barn at Brook- 
field, too. 


Chicago, May 21 

town for legit as 
the loop swings into the week 
which will see the opening of the 
second World’s Fair edition. Par. 
t cularly hopeful are a trio of pro- 


More hope in 


ducers, each of whom has ‘The 
Dr unkard’ set for a burlesque re- 
vival. Opera Club will have the 


piece as a floor-show: 
sic Hall is running 
north Clark § street, 
Mason wants the 
club to handle it. 

Last week the big winner was 
‘All the King’s Horses,’ which 
started off to rave reports and al- 
most capacity business. Looks 
capable of sticking in the loop for 
a long spell. 

Ducking town last Saturday (19) 
were ‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ a click, 
and ‘Affections, Ltd. a miss-out. 
‘Bordeaux’ arrived in town or ig- 
inally for a two-week stay and re- 
mained five. ‘Affections’ was the 
second play on the Horace Sistare 


the Old Mu- 
it way up on 
while Edgar 
arty Dill Pickle 


stock list, but it couldn't get 
started. ‘I Loved You Wednesday.’ 
with Edna Hibbard starred, starts 


the third try tonight (21). 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘All the King’s Horses,’ Grand 
(M-1,207; $2.75) (2d week). Whole- 
hearted click. On first six days 


topped powerful $11,000. Can*stick 
around awhile. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Cort (C- 
1,040; $2.20) (4th week). Has re- 
covered nicely after a slight flutter 
in the second session. Now clear- 
ing $3,500 easily. Settling down 
for a run. 

‘Her ‘Master’s Voice,’ Selwyn 
(C-1,200; $2.20). Opens.on May 27 
under the Max Gordon banner. 

‘L Loved You Wednesday,’ Stude- 
baker (C-1,250; $1.50). Opens to- 
night (21) as stock, with Edna Hib- 
bard billed. ‘Affections, Ltd.’ 
finished a five-week stay with less 
than $2,000 for final session. 


Block Coogan Release 








Hollywood, May 21. 
Differences between I. A. Allen, 
producer of Jackie Coogan’s ‘Love 
in September,’ and Arthur Bern- 
stein, the actor’s manager, are hold- 
ing up release of the short. 
Educational has agreed to dis- 
tribute it, making the deal with 
Allen when latter was in New 
York, but Bernstein has not okayed 
the deal. Clause in the Coogan con- 
tract with Allen says short must be 
released through a major, and Bern- 


stein claims Educational doesn't 
fit this classification. 
Meantime, creditors and em- 


ployees left holding the bag for 75% 
of their money, when Allen ran out 
of funds during film's production, 
are hoping the release matter can 
be arranged without going into the 
courts. 


Albany Opens June 27 


Clayton, N. Y., May 21 

Civic Playhouse summer season 
will open June 27 with ‘Biography.’ 

On July 9 a new play, ‘Temple 
Virgin,’ by Kent McKinley will be 
given a tryout, with the cast includ- 
ing Frederick Forrester, Claudia 
Morgan, Lester Vail and Miriam 
Battista. 








Open-Air Shakespeare 
Cleveland, May 2}. 
Celebrating the dedication of the 
new Cain park in Cleveland Heights, 
Aaron E. Bishop will produce ‘Mid- 
summer Night's Dream’ with a staff 
of 170, including orchestra and bal- 
let, all local talent, May 24-25. 
Will be done in the open air. 








Play the MARCUS SHOW 
and FOIL the SHERIFF! 


The Japan Advertiser 


TOKYO, SUNDAY, APRIL a rosa | 


Theater Reports 
The Nippon Gekijo Company, 
Ltd., held its general meeting of 
shareholders yesterday and_ sub- 
mitted a bill for the last half- 
yearly term’s business results. It 
realized a net PROFIT®* of Y10,782 





After deducting this from a LOSS 
of Y32,326, brought forward from 
the preceding term, the company 
carried forward to the next term 
a loss of Y21,544. 
Money Rates | 
! 
March 30 
(Rin per Y100 daily) 








*BEFORE THE 
Marcus Show Came 
*AFTER TAKING A DOSE OF 
DR. MARCUS’ ELIXIR 
For Ailing Box-Offices 
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Sophie Tucker, Four Mills Bros. 
Get Over in London Nite Spots 





London, May 11. 
Two important cabaret openings 
May7—the return of Sophie Tucker 


and the first appearance in Europe 
of the Mills Brothers. Both of them 
doubled in vaudeville. 


Sophie is the samc o!d Sophie, al- 
beit so nervous at the beginning 
she found it difficult to speak; and 
when Sophie finds it difficult to 
speak, it is so unusual it is worth 


recording. 
Sophie got a big greeting and 
wound up with several of her 


old favorites, followed by flowers 
and a speech begging off, but the 
audience would have none of it. 
They had sung her old numbers 
with her and demanded more. All 
this consumed 37 minutes and even 
then, at 1:20 a. m., they continued 
yelling for more. 

On the Saturday night preceding 
her premiere there were about 25 
people in this nitery. With the 
prices increased $5 for supper on 
the Monday, with Sophie opening, 
three-fourths of the dance floor was 
filled with tables and they turned 
away as many as they accom- 
modated. 

Mills Bros. 

Mills Brothers are making a twice 
nightly appearance at the Mayfair— 
for late dinner and after-theatre 
supper. Doubling at the Palladium, 
where they also play twice-nightly, 
they are doing four shows every 
evening. Prices for meals during 
their four weeks’ appearance at the 
hotel have been increased and those 
who paid it appeared to be well sa- 
tisfied. 

Colored quartet are undoubtedly 
masters of their style of warbling. 
Neatly attired in cream colored 
Eton jackets and black trousers, 
they made an excellent impression 
and give every evidence that their 
month’s engagement at the Mayfair 
will be okay for the management 
and themselves. 

Deslys and Clark, back here after 
four years opened at Berkeley hotel, 
May 7 and registered biggest hit 
scored at that hostelry in months. 
Boys have excellent material and, 
although booked for a fortnight, 
looks like in for long stay. 


49-SEAT LEGIT HOUSE 
TO AVOID VIENNA TAX 


Vienna, May 11. 

New stunt to avoid heavy theatre 
taxation and found a new theatrical 
enterprise, 
as they are, has been Inaugurated by 
E. Jubal with his “Theatre for 49.” 

Austrian theatre laws state thata 
special concession is necessary for 
all theatrical performances present- 
ed before a minimum of 50 specta- 
tors. By allowing admission to only 
49, there is plain sailing without a 
theatre concession for Joubal’s en- 
terprise. 

First play to be presented at this 
new little theatre, which is housed 
in the club room of a Vienna cafe, 
will be ‘A Florentine Tragedy’ by 
Oscar Wilde, followed by ‘George 
Dandin,’ by Moliere. Management 
is also trying to secure performing 
rights of Lulu Vollmer's “Sun-up.” 





Cochran’s New Revue 


London, May 12. 

After a number of years’ absence 
from that field of endeavor, Charles 
Cochran has decided to resume re- 
Vue production. 

In the early autumn he will pre- 
sent ‘Streamline’ by A. P. Herbert 
and Ronald Jeans, with Vivian Ellis 
the composer. 


Niel’s Talent Search 


Hollywood, May 4 


Frank and 


Niel, who operates 
Stages the shows for the Tivoli cir- 
cult in Australia, arrived here Sat- 


Urday (19) looking for talent. 
Expects to head for New Y« 
the end of the week 


with licenses restricted 





N.T.G.’s All-British 


Revue for New York 


London, May 12. 

Before sailing, N. T. Granlund ar- 
ranged with Clifford Whitley to pro- 
duce an all-English or English- 
American stage revue in New York 
next fall, using mostly English 
comedy stars. 

It is possible Granlund may re- 
turn to do publicity for Tex Aus- 
tin’s rodeo. They are bringing over 
17 Canadian and 90 American con- 
testants. 


75-Year-Old. Woman 
Horseback Rider Is 
Headliner at Scala 


Berlin, May 10. 


Main hit at the Scala currently is 
Therese Renz, rider, celebrating her 
75th birthday on horseback this 
month, Audience opening night paid 
healthy tribute to the artist. Sel- 
dom experienced before that a wom- 
an of this age rides on horseback 
twice a day. She is the only sur- 
vivor of the famous Renz circus 
family. 

Another big number on the Scala 
program is the Banda Fascista, con- 
sisting of 72 Italian musicians. It 
is Mussolini’s favorite orchestra, and 
is to be heard for the first time in 
a music hall. 

Other large variety show in Ber- 
lin, the Wintergarten, features the 
musical clown Grock, who is 
extraordinarily popular in Berlin. 
New sensational number’ which 
would also be very interesting for 
America is the two Reverhos, who 
even exceed Rastelli’s fantastic 
juggling number by carrying out 
their performance while dancing on 
a rope. 


‘MEN WHITE’S’ DOUBLE 
PROD. AT THE HAGUE 


The Hague, May 11. 


Controversy between Central 
Legit Co., Amsterdam and Hofstad 
Company at the Hague over produc- 
tion in Holland of Sidney Kingsley’s 
“Men in White.” Both groups are 
staging the play now. As United 
States is no party to Berne conven- 
tion, play piracy goes on wholesale. 


‘Case of Mary Dugan’ was on rep- 
ertoire simultaneously of three legit 
companies here. With novels there 
is an arrangement by which pub- 
lisher, who in Holland puts his 
name down first at the authorship- 
bureau and pays a small fee, gets 
t: nslation rights for Holland. With 








plays there is no registration pos- 
sible. 
Hofstadtooneel, however, got into 


touch with Kingsley’ representative 
in Holland, Mr. Brander at Amster- 
dam, and obtained sole rights for 
Hol! 1 for his play on Jan. 6. Pre- 
miere was fixed for May. Mean- 
while, Central Legit, without get- 
ting into touch with author or rep- 
resentative, simply produced it a 
few weeks before Hofstadtooneel got 
it on, thereby skimming the value 
of *{ofstad-production. Legally 
there seems to be no way of fighting 
such a practice, 


‘Loves Me Not’ Proves 


Quick Foldup in London 


London, May 12. 








‘She Loves Me Not,’ at Adelphi, 
with mostly American cast, folded 
Friday (18). 

Show opened to good notices, but 
public wasn't interested. Notice 
went up four days after opening, 
much to everyone’s surprise. 


‘IG MONEY SEEN 
FOR U. &. TURNS 


Exchange Situation Brings 
American Star Salaries to 
French Level—Not Much 
Vaude Time Available but 
Plenty Nite Club and Res- 
taurant Chances 





CHEAP DOLLAR DOES IT 





Paris, May 12. 


If the exchange situation holds 
up, Paris next season. should 
be the big money town for a selec- 
tion of American headline acts. 

There are lots of slips between 
logic and actuality, but the logic is 
there in the form of arithmetic: 
few francs make beaucoup dollars 
in figuring the weekly stipend—and 
also in the fact that the French 
public is inclined to go for Ameri- 
can type numbers just now. 

There’s no counting on the tour- 
ist trade any more. What is need- 
ed are numbers for the French, not 
for the Americans in Paris. But 
the French like American acts. 

Big obstacle in addition to pos- 
sible catastrophes of one kind or 
another is lack of theatres and 
night spots ready and organized to 
put over a real show. This year 
has been terrible for all sorts of 
reasons—decline of touring, politi- 
cal upsets, business depression—and 
house managers have developed 
terrible jitters. Some of them may 
come to before next season, how- 
evers. 

Timidity 

Timidity of managers is being 
blamed for current bad business. 
Trade is beginning to suspect that 
if it won’t loosen up enough to put 
on a real show it can’t expect to 
lure the customers from their fires- 
sides. Therefore it’s possible that 
if francs have the same big buying 
value next year they may be per- 
suaded to plunk some of them down 
and get hold of American talent 
which will be able to do something 
for them. 

Success of current Ambassadeurs 
Restaurant show will help in this 
direction. Fact that booking agen- 
cies are not blind to future possi- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Bergner Back 


London, May 12. 

Elisabeth Bergner resumed her 
role in ‘Escape Me Never,’ after 
several weeks’ illness. 
Camp-stools for those waiting 
for ‘admission to the gallery were 
put into service immediately and 
there is a solid sell-out for four 
weeks. 





ARIS READY FOR YANKS 





Tough Legit Season Nears End 
In Paris; Even Arties Slumping 


’% 
— 





NO BUDAPEST VAUDE 


Nothing But Floor Shows, Which, 
However, Doing Well 








Budapest, May 11. 

Not one big vaudeville or variety 
theatre has been playing in Buda- 
pest for years. Instead, night club 
floor shows have attained a very 
high standard and unequalled popu- 
iarity. 

Intimate little floor revues and 
first-rate attractions are shown at 
Parisien Grill, Moulin Rouge, Ari- 
zona and a dozen others—all small 
places with moderate charges. 


RUSH BUILDUP 
FOR MOSCOW 
THEATRE 


Moscow, April 30. 


In order to meet the demands 
which the collective farmers are 
making for good entertainment, the 
Soviet Government is embarking 
upon a tremendous scheme of or- 
ganizing theatres in the rural dis- 
tricts. 

Following the decree of the Com- 
missariat of Education, over 60 
theatres have already been opened 
in the villages during the last 
three months, while another 90 are 
listed to be organized before 1934 
is out. 

Movement for creating country- 
side theatres has met with warm 
response from the city theatres all 
over the country. Several Moscow 
theatres are opening special studios 
which will tour the countryside as 
models for the work of the rural 
houses. Simultaneously, a number 
of Soviet dramatists have under- 
taken to write special plays suitable 
for presentation to rura] audiences. 








London Doesn’t Like 
Miller’s ‘Dark Tower’ 


London, May 12. 
Gilbert Miller produced ‘The’ 
Dark Tower’ at the Shaftesbury 
May 10, with Basil Sydney in his 
original role and Edna Best in the 
part of the hypnotized actress. 
Locale was changed to England 
and some of the jokes Anglicized. 
Somehow the piece didn’t sound 
convincing. Gallery tittered dur- 
ing the murder, and the whole thing 
gave the impression of never quite 
ringing true. Success extremely 
unlikely. 








Giant $20,000,000 Lottery to Pay 
For Paris Exposition; Set for °37 





Paris, May 12. 
French state and City of Paris have 
at last come to an agreement on the 
1937 Exposition. State will offer a 


$1,000,000 treasury bond issue to 
raise its part of the necessary coin, 
and city will run a lottery for the 
benefit of the expo, which is ex- 
pected to net nearly $20,000,000. 

Tickets for the expo lottery will 
go on sale in 1936 in connection with 
chances in the French Nationa! Lot- 
tery, and beside the big prizes will 
include a number of free admis- 
sions to the show and cut rate tick- 





ets on transportation and for at- 





tractions. City will sell short term 
| bonds in anticipation of lottery 
| profits, to get preliminary funds. 


Big show will take place along the 
banks of the Seine at the west end 
of town, running from the Passy 
viaduct to the Alma bridge. Part 
of the Champs de Mars gardens 
near the Eiffel Tower will be in- 
cluded, as will a section of the Troc- 
adero gardens on the other side of 
the river. Straddling the stream 
will give the expo an aquatic aspect, 
like the current Chi fair. 

Clearing away of the old govern- 
ment buildings, to be rebuilt else- 
where, is part of the plan. Parts of 
the show will take place at a dis- 
tance from the main fair grounds, 
notably an international section on 
the site of old fortifications on the 
outskirts of Paris, and a flower 


Paris, May 11. 

Toughness of the season now end- 
ing is showing itself in the difficul- 
ties being experienced by the little 
art theatres, especially the four 
known as the Cartel, which for 
years have bolstered up the level of 
show business in Paris. 

Of the four—Louis Jouvet at 
Comedies des Champs Elysees, Gas- 
ton Baty at the Montparnasse, 
Charles Dullin at the Atelier in 
Montmartre and Georges Pitoeff at 
the Vieux Colombier—it looks as if 
Baty would be the only one at the 
old stand next year. The others 
are having tough sledding. 

Pitoeff is already out of the Vieux 
Colombier and looking for a theatre 
which will take him in. Place is 
not lost to the little theatre move2- 
ment, however, for Rene Ro,v..er, 
who had to give up the Antoine by 
the liquidation route, has taken it 
over, to begin July 1. 


Pitoeff gave a motley program 
this year, the best financial success 
of which was ‘Musical Chairs,’ 
which he was able to take on tour 
after its Paris run. The b.o. aver- 
age, however, was not sufficient to 
enable him to hang on. ‘Musical 
Chairs,’ moreover, is scarcely an art 
theatre play. 

Jouvet also had one good one, 
‘Petrus,’ which was one of the com- 
edy successes of the early part of 
the year. Among the plays with 
which he mixed it, keeping the in- 
take down, was ‘Outward Bound’ 
and, recently, Jean Cocteau’s ‘In- 
fernal Machine,’ an Edipus play, 


which did not bring in paying 
guests. 
Before ‘Petrus’ it was generally 


reported that Jouvet was at the end 
of his rope. That success saved 
him. Now he seems to have come 
to the end of the line once more, 
and he is known to be qutting the 
Comedie des Champs Elysees, to go 
he knows not where. He is nego- 
tiating for a new home, however. 
Dullin’s season started off with a 
whoop, strangely enough, with 
‘Richard III.’ It ran until recently, 
when, keeping the Elizabethan vein, 
Dullin put on ‘’Tis a Pity.’ This 
was not so box office as its predeces- 
sor, and hence the talk that the 
days of the Atelier are numbered. 
Dullin, however, is not supposed to 
be as badly off, for the moment, as 
Jouvet and Pitoeff. Moreover, he's 
seen bad days before this. 
Successful boy is Baty, who car- 
ried a stage version of ‘Crime and 
Punishment’ over from last season, 
and only just closed it. He’s in 
clover, thanks to Doistoievsky. 
Other art theatre people who now 
have no houses are Jacques Copeau, 
who made the rep of the Vieux Co- 
lombier, years ago, and Lugne-Poe, 
who started l’Oeuvre. 
At one period this year, when 
Jouvet, Dullin and Baty were going 
strong, all at the same time, it 
looked as if the arty crowd were the 
only ones who had a chance of suc- 
cess in the town. 
Right now there are still a few 
legit theatres doing good trade, 
notably the Michodiere, with Bour- 
det’s ‘Les Temps Difficiles’ and the 
Paris with ‘Tovaritch.’ 


50%, Salary Cut for 
London ‘Biography’? 





London, May 12. 
Noel Coward's first venture on 


his own in management, in asso- 


ciation with his former personal 


manager, John C. Wilson and Lunt- 





show in a suburb. 


Fontanne, hasn’t proved felicitious. 
Production here of ‘Biography,’ 
with Ina Claire, failed to hit the 
mark and it is reported salaries 
have already been drastically cut. 
Understood the chop was 50%. 
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Fair’s Exclusive Publicity 


Chicago World’s Fair this year 
upens with the greatest exploitation 
and publicity campaign ever accord- 
ed to a single show business event. 
Impossible to count the exact 
amount of coverage secured under 
the guidance of Jack Morrison, chief 
of the Fair publicity organization, 
but it has hit more than 9,000 papers 
throughout the world. 

Morrison has kept his deal with 
both the wire and photo services, 
giving each one an exclusive yarn 
and picture every day. Those ser- 
vices getting an exclusive story 
daily are United Press, Associated 
Press, International News Service 
and Universal. Exclusive pictures 
daily go to Wide World, Acme, In- 
ternational News Photo and Asso- 
ciated Press. 

More than 4,000 newspapers are 
signatured for regular mat services, 
and approximately 9,000 for plate 


services. Througy the four wire 
press services alone the World's 
Fair is hitting 300 metropolitan 


dailies with more than 100,000 circu- 
lation each. 





L. A. Newspaper Guild 


First general meeting of the Los 
Angeles County Newspansr Guild, 
now forming, was held Sunday (20). 
Representatives from five metro- 
politan dailies, wire services and 
country papers were on hand. Group 
plans to affiliate with the national 
association, once its constitution 
and membership is settled. 

Frank McNaughton, formerly 
with International News, is execu- 
tive secretary and chief organizer 
of the local guild. Members of INS, 
the Daily News and Examiner, 
agreed to come in. Times is least 
represented in promised members 
of any of the downtown papers. 

Jonathon Elder, of the American 
Newspaper Guild, national organiz- 
ation, attended. 





Dickens’ Near-Record 


Charles Dickens’ posthumous book, 
‘The Life of Our Lord,’ actually 
had an advance sale of 53,000 copies 
on publication day. That, plus the 
fact that it came out without bene- 
fit of selection by any of the book 
clubs, is an exceptionally high fig- 
ure, topped only once in recent 
years. 

Topper was ‘Three Little Pigs,’ 
published by Blue Ribbon Books as 
a juvenile novelty last year, and 
which got going to an advance sale 
figure of 55,000. ‘Pigs,’ however, 


sold at $1, while the Dickens’ is 
getting $1.75. 
Coincidence, too, is that when 


Simon & Schuster got the Ameri- 
can rights to the Dickens book it 
had to outbid the Blue Ribbon 
group, second highest bidders. 





Another Cabinet Author 


Henry Wallace, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture, will write a book for 
fall publication by Reynal & Hitch- 
cock. Untitled, and subject matter 
not made public as yet. 

Reynal & Hitchcock is an asso- 
ciate house of John Day, working 
out of the same offices. John Day 
publishes President Roosevelt's 
book and also has a new book by 
Frances Perkins, Secretary of La- 
bor, ‘Madame Secretary,’ bowing 
in Thursday (24). 





Smith Leaves Stokes 


Richard R. Smith, who recently 
filed a petition in bankruptcy, has 
resigned from the Frederick A. 
Stokes Company to again publish 
on his own. Smith joined Stokes 
recently as vice-president and mem- 
ber of its board of directors, shortly 
after quitting Long & Smith, in 
which he was a partner. 

Stokes’ explanation of Smith's de- 
parture from the firm is the failure 
of the materialization of certain 
plans of expansion in which Smith 
was to figure. 





Wolfe Kaufman Lands 

H. Wolfe Kaufman, Variery mugg, 
has sold his first novel, ‘Sidewalk 
Comedian,’ to Covici-Friede. Title 
may be changed. 

Book has a_ Broadway back- 
ground. It will be published in Sep- 
‘tember. 

Kaufman leaves Friday (25) fora 
quickie 0.0. of Europe. 





Skolsky Returns West 
Sid Skolsky, N. Y. Daily News 
columnist, returns to Hollywood end 
of this week to start another six 
months’ assignment as Hollywood 

chatterer for the N. Y. tabloid. 
It's actually the second half of an 
original year’s assignment, Skolsky 
coming east on a busman’s holiday. 


- 


j for Americans. 





One Way 





Budapest, May 11. 

Nijinsky’s life story by his 
wife, containing what are con- 
sidered in Budapest defama- 
tory passages about her native 
country, Hungary, and about 
her mother, dramatic actress, 
Emilia Markus, was not for- 
bidden in Hungary as reported. 

Mrs. Markus, however, has 
been buying up as many copies 
of the English edition as are 
brought to this country so as 
to prevent its being read by 
outsiders. 











Fan Mags Fall 

A. B. C. figures just published 
show a general loss in the number 
of persons reading motion picture 
fan magazines, although some of the 
mags do show a small increase in 
circulation. New figures are for the 
last six months of 1933. 

In that period, average monthly 
circulation for Photoplay was 543,- 
536 as against 462,321 for a like pe- 
riod the year before. Others re- 
ported are: Screen Book, 234,139 
against 240,813; Screen Play, 200,- 
730 against 192,686; Screenland, 
247,822 against 261,713; Silver 
Screen, 406,167 against 403,994; Mo- 
tion Picture Magazine and Movie 
Classic, 507,338 as against 741,404; 
Modern Screen, 461,398 as against 
502,732; and Picture Play, 244,363 as 
against 299,832. 





Jobbing Mags for Economy 
Newest thing in the mag publish- 
ing biz is, for -~an* of better classi- 
fication, a mag-publishing jobber. 
It’s the development of Lincoln 
Hoffman, pulp publisher, who gets 
out the Ranger Publications. 
Hoffman, who calls his new proj- 
ect the Publishers and Producers 
Exchange, will job mags complete. 
That is, he will turn out, on order, 
a mag complete as to printing and 
editorial matter for other publishers. 
Claimed by Hoffman that he can 
greatly reduce publication costs by 
serving a group of independent pub- 
lishers in this manner. Purchase of 
quantity paper and quantity print- 
ing does the trick. 





Paris Ready 





(Continued from page 49) 
bilities is proven by fight between 
Clifford Fischer and Teddy Ehren- 
thal for Ambassadeurs, which has 
become the key spot for high class 
American talent here. Ehrenthal 
now books the Gaumont circuit of 
program film houses, using lots of 
American acts, but of lower qual- 
ity, generally, than the Ambassa- 
deurs’ level. One reason for his de- 
sire to take the nitery away from 
Fischer is the rumor—always de- 
nied but still current—of the pos- 
sibility of suspension of stage shows 
in all film houses by common con- 
sent. 

In straight vaudeville there is 
nothing here for Americans now, 


since recent reopening of the Pa- 
villon, under new name of ABC, as 
a sort of vaudeville house. Place is 
not quite what America knows un- 
der the name, however, for almost 
all the turns are straight singing 
of the French type, which is hav- 
ing a revival this year. Headliner 
is Lys Gauty, who recently gave 
up a nitery venture that didn’t pay. 
Vaude Outlook 

Two other houses are using about 
the same kind of show now: Bo- 
bino, way over in the Montparnasse 
neighborhood, where Lucienne 
Boyer has an engagement current- 
ly, and the Alcazar on the Faubourg 
Montmartre, which headlines this 
week the A. K. Mayol who has 
made more farewell appearances 
than Eva Tanguay, and a woman 
named Polaire, who sings old-time 
songs also. 

If this song revival is a presage 
of a vaude comeback for next sea- 
son, there may be a chance there 
But this is much 
smaller than the nitery possibilities. 
That’s where the money should be. 

Artists, however, should watch 
out for fly-by-night affairs which 
bob up in Montmartre all the time, 
running on shoestrings, and which 
pass out quickly without paying off. 

For turns of certain types, too, 
there is always the possibility of 
the French circus, which has little 
relation to the American big top, 
being a fixed one-ring affair in 
Paris with an intimate atmosphere. 
Medrano, especially, has always 
been willing to give Americans a 





break. 


but feéling up this alley is better 


Small-City Chain 


John P. Scripps, 21-year-old 
member of the publishing family, 
and Roy D. Pinkerton and E. F. 
Elfstrom, both California publish- 
ers, have announced plans for a 
chain of small-city papers on the 
Coast. 

Royce Brier expected back at the 
Frisco Chronicle soon, after a leave 
of absence during which he went 
to New York to accept the Pulitzer 
prize of $1,000 for the best news- 
paper yarn of '33, viz., the Thur- 
mond-Homes San Jose lynching. 





Cathedral Expands 

Cathedral Publishing Company, 
which issues a number of periodi- 
cals, has formed an affiliate con- 
cern to be known as the Cathedral 
Press. Purpose of the latter will be 
to publish book-length works. 

Lillian B. Ferentz directing both 
organizations. 





Chatter 
A new book on advertising by 
William A. Thompson, director of 


the Bureau of Advertising of the 
American Newspaper’ Publishers’ 
Association, will come off the presses 
June 1, 

Mary L. Wagner, mother of Rob 
Wagner, editor of The Script in Los 
Angeles, died in Santa Barbara, 
Cal., May 15. 

Jeffery Farnol back to England 
after three months in U. S. He 
covered some 5,000 miles here on 
a lecture tour. 

Phyllis McGinley has a new pub- 
lisher—Doubleday, Doran. 

Kenneth Roberts coming home 
from Italy and with a new novel in 
his valise. 

Stanley Walker doing a biog of 
Frank A, Munsey, on some of 
whose newspapers he was em- 
ployed. 

F. C. Yeats-Brown trying his hand 
at a play. Mark Channing is his 
collaber. 

William Seabrook decided to fin- 
ish that new travel book of his at 
home, and is back here to dash off 
the final few chapters. 

B. M. Bower, author of ‘The Fly- 
ing U Strikes,’ is really Mrs. 
Bertha Muzzy Sinclair-Cowan, one 
of the few femme scribblers of 
westerns. 

Any doubt that Esquire is getting 
over removed by the fact that the 
mag’s New York offices have been 
enlarged for the third time this 
year. 

Walter B. Pitkin cutting in on 
Viola Ilma’g territory. Pitkin’s new 
book will be ‘A Plan for Youth.’ 


Henry Hart succeeding Lynn 


Carick as book-picker for Put- 
nam's. He’s a novelist himself. 
Over in England Dorothy L. 


Sayers outselling even Edgar Wal- 
lace and Conan Doyle. 

George W. Stewart, who used to 
be with Duffield & Green, has 
joined Whittlesey House. 

Charles Caldwell Dobie will rep- 
resent the San Francisco branch of 
the P.E.N, Club at the international 
convention in Scotland in June. 

Philip Wyle. has quit New York 
for a year, or long enougk to write 
a new novel. 

Harry Carr, of the Los Angeles 
Times, who received honorable 
mention by the Pulitzer Prize com- 
mittee for his dispatches on the 
Far East, is getting them together 
for a book, ‘A Newspaperman in 
the Orient.’ Houghton Mifflin will 
publish. 

Edward Bellamy memorial broad- 
cast May 22 over WEVD, with 
Heywood Broun chief speaker and 
a lot of literati prominents par- 
ticipating. 

Lloyd Douglas working on a new 
novel, ‘Green Light.’ 

Theodore Dreiser has a special 
article in the June Golden Book. 

Lewis Gannett’s 11-year-old son, 
Michael, drew the cover jacket for 
Papa Gannett’s new book, ‘Sweet 
Land,’ a Doubleday-Doran June 20 
issue. 

Frances Park has given Alfred H. 
King her second novel, ‘Trespasser 
in Arcady.’ 

Richard J. Walsh, president of 
John Day, returning in June from 
a five-month trip to the Orient. 

English rights to ‘Leaning Tower,’ 
by Fred Rothermell, sold to Butter- 


worth. 
John Chamberlain, New York 
Times book reviewing columnist, 


writing one himself. 
President Roosevelt’s new book, 
‘On Our Way,’ being translated into 
Polish, Italian, Japanese and Por- 
tuguese. Published last week in 
London by Faber & Faber. 
‘And Quiet Flows the Don,’ 
Mikhail Sholckhov, postponed 


by 
by 





Knopf to June 27. 





‘Men in White’ ($2.00) 
‘While Rome Burns’ ($2.75) 
‘Robber Barons’ ($3.00) 
‘Nijinsky’ ($3.75) ... 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending May 19, as reported by the 


American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
‘Anthony Adverse’ Cee). ns 08 Wee o'005 0)60 6468080462 By Hervey Allen 
‘Private Worlds’ ($2.50) ..... coeveeseseeeeesess bY Phyllis Bottome 
‘Lamb in His Bosom’ ($2.50)...ceseeeee+eeeeeee0++By Caroline Miller 
‘Five Silver Daughters’ ($2.50) ...seeeeesseeeeee++By Louis Golding 
‘Seven Gothic Tales’ ($2.50) Cee Oe eee eee eee ee eeee .By Isak Dinesen 
‘Long Remember’ ($2.50) ...+eeeseseeeeee++-By MacKinley Kantor 


Non-Fiction 
‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) .... 


cocececseeses+ by Alexander Woollcott 


ceeeeteereseseeceesessess> BY Romola Nijinsky 


cae ak By Walter B. Pitkin 
By Sidney Kingsley 


...-By Matthew Josephson 








Book Reviews 





Golding Scores Again 

Louis Golding is one of Britain's 
finest’ writers and with a sufficiently 
healthy reputation in these United 
States. His newest novel is ‘Five 
Silver Daughters’ (Farrar & Rine- 
hart; $2.50) and it will do consider- 
able towards enhancing his already 
considerable public. 

It is a splendid piece of writing 
and a consistently interesting story. 
When old man Silver sat around his 
kitchen in Oleander street with his 
five daughters, drinking tea and 
talking communism, he didn’t re- 
alize that he would one day become 
one of the most prosperous manu- 
facturers in London, nor that his 
daughters would spread out and 
marry into various important 
stratas of life. The telling of that 
story becomes pretty nearly a mod- 
ern-day classic. 





Don Passos’ Drama 

John Dos Passos is not especially 
well known as a playwright, al- 
though he has had several pieces 
produced. ‘Three Plays’ (Harcourt- 
Brace; $2.50) is an interesting vol- 
ume, though of no great importance 
to the theatre. 

Plays are ‘The Garbage Man,’ 
which, under the title ‘The Moon Is 
a Gong,’ was produced at the Cherry 
Lane Playhouse, in the Village, in 
1926; ‘Airways, Inc.,”’ which was 
done at the Grove Street Theatre in 
1929, and ‘Fortune Heights,’ a new 
piece. Last is best of the three, but 
still is curious in construction and 
hard to judge between covers. It’s 
avant garde playwrighting, which is 
interesting and frequently fascinat- 
ing, but very seldom really impor- 
tant or worthwhile as theatre stuff. 
‘Fortune Heights’ is understood 
scheduled for production in the fall. 





Gropper Misses 

Milton Herbert Gropper has writ- 
ten several plays, of which the most 
successful was ‘Ladies of the Eve- 
ning,’ and done a couple of 
stretches in Hollywood. But he isn't 
likely to be considered very impor- 
tant as a novelist unless he changes 
for the better soon. His newest 
novel is ‘Three Queens Full’ (Green- 
berg; $2), and pretty much along 
usual lines. 

There’s a twist here. The rich 
young man gets drunk and falls for 
a, siren, who lures him up to Green- 
wich and marries him. Then she 
wants $1,000,000 to free him. But 
before he accedes they both fall in 
love with each other. Cleaned up, 
pepped up and made more accept- 
able as to characters, it could make 
a good comedy film. 





One Author’s Direct Aim 

Most fiction writers, conciously or 
otherwise, are influenced by the 
greater return from the picture 
rights than book royalties, but few 
are as frank as James T. Hamada. 
Sending in his ‘Don’t Give Up the 
Ship’ (Meador, $2), he accompanies 
it with a letter in which he says 
‘The book is frankly not intended 
as literature: it is frankly slanted 
at the pictures’, He has pasted a 
Slip to the top of the first chapter 
explaining, that if the Honolulu 
placement is considered objection- 
able to pictures, there’s no reason 
why the locale should not be made 
San Francisco, with an all white 
cast. Four natives are included in 
the chief characters and featured in 
the action. Book is dedicated to 
Frank Capra. 

New York reviewers ignored the 
composition when it was first re- 
leased. All seemed to agree with 
Hamada that it was not literature. 
But they might have gone with him 
the rest of the distance and opined 
that it would make a corking screen 
melodrama, with a slight but per- 
sistent love interest and abundant 





action. 





Bull Yarns Wholesale 

Four new detective stories, at 
least three of which are top-notch, 
make a swell average for the week, 

In ‘The Third Owl,’ by Rob- 
ert Casey (Bobb-Merrill; $2), that 
wise-cracking reporter Joe Sands 
and his Chicago dick pal, Joe Crewe, 
stir up a zesty hornets’ nest in a 
small Illinois town, It’s rapid, live- 
wire writing and a good yarn that 
could fit film purposes nicely. 

In his ‘Murder Upstairs’ (Macrae- 
Smith, $2), Robert F. Burkhardt, 
using the pen name of Adam Bliss, 
eschews the clutching hand type of 
detective story and lay his action 
in a better class boarding house, 
with never a secret panel. Capital 
character work and the suspicion is 
so well directed that it keeps the 
reader guessing. At windup time the 
detectiv3 makes no brilliant deduc- 
tions, and the mystery is solved by 
the boarding mistress, who plays a 
hunch, 

Well told, more in the manner 
of Mrs. Rinehart or Anna Kather- 
ine Green than according to the 
modern school of mental slapsticks. 
Also apparently plants the boarding 
mistress for future stories, since 
the story ends with her promising 
the detective to aid him in future 
investigations. If they are as good 
as this, they'll be welcome. 

‘Misfortunes of Mr. Teal’ (Crime 
Club; $2) is by Leslie Charteris, 
and another stanza in the experi- 
ences of ‘The Saint’. He’s the crook 
who goes after the big boys only 
and hits them all for plenty. Okay, 
but too thin for film or stage pur- 
poses. 

George Worts evidently wrote 
‘The House With the Creeping Hore 
ror’ (King, $2) with a view to a pice 
ture production, It has the makings 
of a class mystery play, which is 
baffling until the close, yet capable 
of simple explanation when the pro- 
per time comes. 





Ben Jonson's Biog 

Important addition to a drama If- 
brary is ‘Ben Jonson,’ by John 
Palmer (Viking; $3.50). It’s a 
learned, intelligent and well written 
biography of one of the most im- 
portant, though none-too-well 
known, characters in dramatic his- 
tory. 

Ben Jonson's name these days 
means little to average drama 
lovers, his only play easily re- 
called being ‘Volpone.’ But there 
are those that class him above 
Shakespeare, whose contemporary 
he was. At any rate, his life was 
a hectic one in a lively period. 

Palmer not only knows his sub- 
ject, but is an expert on drama in 
general. Although a member of 
Britain's diplomatic corps, he was 
at one time dramatic critic of the 
Saturday Review of Literature in 
London, and has written several 
other important books on drama 
and letters, his book on Moliere be- 
ing especially outstanding. 





Old Plot in New Book 


The story of the boy who marries 
the wrong girl is not an especially 


new one, but George Tichenor 
manages to give it considerable 
solidity in ‘Manhattan Prodigal’ 


(Farrar & Rinehart; $2). 

Mr. Tichenor's novel falls into am 
unfortunate class. Itis too well 
written to be classed with ordinary 
light fiction, but still doesn’t man- 
age to convince as a really impor- 
tant tome. The chief male charac- 
ter is too sappy, and the book's end- 
ing is too patently manufactured 
for good taste purposes to put the 
tome over. 
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Places 


By Cecelia Ager 


A New Mouth 


The pendulum swings and Joan 
Crawford’s mouth in ‘Sadie McKee’ 
pales to a faint blush on her earnest, 
ambitious, humorless and _ very 
handsome face. 

Even when she’s married to a mil- 
lionaire her mouth now stays a 
plausible mouth. If, as a waitress, 
Miss Crawford does not quite ring 
the bell, nobody really wants to see 
her as a waitress. Better far that 
her hair zooms out from under her 
serving cap in a shorn wavy mass, 
that her fine white organdy collar 
is round, wide and youthful, her 
gauntlet cuffs smart rather than 
conventional uniform. That, in 
short, she looks like one of those 
pretty, pert, and most unworkman- 
like maids who always used to | 'ay 
the second lead in musical comedy. 
Better far, because Miss Crawford's 
audience agrees with the actor in 
the picture who loo’ at her, then 
bellows ‘What a thoroughbred.’ 

But, secretly, Miss Crawford's au- 
dience is impatient for her to rise 
out of her waitress disguise, is on 
tenterhooks to see what style sug- 
gestions she’s going to release this 
time, knows from past experience 
that Miss Crawford never remains a 
working girl for long. She may start 
out humbly—to establish that spirit- 
ual kinship with her audience, but 
she always finishes in a blaze of 
glitter, polished floors, sequins, 
satin, fine furs and new ways to 
part her hair. 

Apex of Miss Crawford's sartorial 
achievements in ‘Sadie McKee’ is a 
pleated ruff collar, just like Queen 
Elizabeth's, made of mink. It tops 
a Henry the Eighth loose hanging 
cloth coat banded down its casual 
wide opening with mink. But, 
should such magnificence be beyond 
ths reach of her followers, Miss 
Crawford offers them something 
else, quite as original, within their 
grasp—stiff round black’ velvet 
bracelets, to match the black vel- 
vet rope necklace she wears at the 
throat of her heavy white silk din- 
ner jumper. The black cord idea 
she repeats in a white pique suit, 
catching the loose cord that de- 
scends down the front of the coat 

. into stylized scrolls with black clips. 
She parts her long bobbed hair far 
over to the side in front, bringing 
the part diagonally to the crown of 
her head on top. Her stiff white 
taffeta pajamas, with black and 
white striped revers, stem from Per- 
sian costume. Her hats, unlike pic- 
tures’ ideas of hats today, are con- 
servative, very. 

Jean Dixon makes her every line 
register, Zelda Sears, too. Esther 
Ralston admires the Mae West ap- 
proach, displays an excellent figure, 
courageously sings some songs. 





Remember the Flaps 

In ‘Murder in Trinidad’ Heather 
Angel has grown to look as lovely 
as her name. She’s done it with her 
little make-up kit. How to soften 
the point of her nose, how to widen 
her eyes, how to coax that old tease 
of a camera to reveal her as pretty 
as she really is. 

Next, Miss Angel’s going to learn 
how to wear clothes. How not to 
look so uncompromisingly English 
in her hats, how to say ‘No’ when 
the wardrobe wants to put her ina 
stuffy travelling suit with great big 
buttons, how to pull the skirt of 
her white tropics costume up to her 
waistline instead of permitting it to 
sulk dowdily just below. 

The only woman in ‘Murder in 
Trinidad,’ it is not altogether cricket 
of Miss Angel to give the women in 
the audience absolutely nothing to 
stir their style-hungry hearts. The 
matrons may be content just with 
her sweet face; the flaps, however, 
demand flair with their sweetness, if 
they’re to take it at all. Miss Angel 
must consider the flaps. One does, 
in America. 

In the Tra “ition 

It is the tradition amongst hor- 
ror pictures never to engage a lead- 
ing lady of the Ph: Beta Kappa 
fraternity, never to write into her 
part any intellectual tendencies 
which might provoke her into be- 
coming a candidate. ‘The Black 
Cat’ is a slave to tradition. 

Miss Jacqueline Wells is as pretty 
as any horror picture could wish, as 
helpless and as resourceless. The 
script has seen to it well. She’s al- 
lowed to speak in a sweet little 
voice, she’s given a nice satin and 
lace nightgown, and a fluttery chif- 
fon negligee, to do her sleep walk- 


ing in, she’s asked to stare terrified 
once in a while, to scream now and 
then, and not to weigh too much 
when it’s necessary for people to 
carry her about in their arms when 
she’s collapsed. Miss Wells meets 
all these requirements satisfactorily, 
and thus nobody can deny that she’s 
an actress in pictures. 

Miss Lucille Lund’s assignment 
parallels Miss Wells’, save that Miss 
Lund is asked to walk about with 
her blonde lon: hair streaming 
down her back, sort of Ophelia-like, 
whereas Miss Wells’ short brunette 
hair is only supposed to be provoca- 
tive tumbled on a pillow. Both Miss 
Wells and Miss Lund wear, for the 
demoniacal rites in the picture’s 
eerie castle, Grecian virgin’s white 
dresses made with Hollywood 
puffed sleeves and gold braid. 





Full of Ideas 

Young women who aspire to a 
vaude career, any kind, and beset, 
as a consequence, with the eternal 
femme problem of what to wear for 
it, may do well to hie themselves 
to the Palace this week. They'll 
find a. whole five-act bill full of neat 
solutions, 

Perhaps they long to be the lady 
who sings with a band. Well then, 
let them look at Frances Stevens, 
she who sings with Smith Ballew’s 
orchestra. She strolls forth from 
the wings, confident in the chic of 
her red and white broad-striped 
gown wrapped diagonally about her 
figure, arrives at the mike certain 
that her soft, center-parted coiffure 
clinches the fact that she’s the ‘in- 
teresting’ type. Do they still doubt 
it? They won't after they see her 
in her lipstick red satin empire 
frock, with its high waistline, deep 
wide V-shaped decolletage, sense its 
disarming simplicity. 

Or perhaps. they’d rather be a 
toe tap dancer like Edith Barstow. 
Let them think then about a white 
sports dress with sailor colar and 
yachting cap for their entrance, a 
brief skirt of black lace topped with 
a caped salmon satin bodice, and 
remember particularly black net 
stockings must go with it—for their 
important number. Contrast, thus, 
and daintiness. Daintiness and 
femininity in costuming go a long 
way to overcome the well-muscled 
legs that toe taps entail. 

But it’s possibly they yearn to be 
a lady stooge. There’s Margot 
Crangle to show them how with a 
maximum of dignity: Suntan make- 
up flatters plantinum blonde hair, 
and a white pleated flounced gown 
becomes suntan makeup. And a 
graceful walk and easy stance goes 
a long way in changing a lady 
stooge to a lady assistant. 

If they’ve a gift for acrobatics 
and enjoy supporting lots of peo- 
ple on their shoulders, the girls of 
the Honey Family suggest salmon 
satin, sequin-bound short skirts, 
with little cape boleros to sort of 
cushion their shoulders when those 
lots of people are standing on them. 
Tumbling usually fills out the dull 
moments, therefore the Misses 
Honey keep their hair tidy under 
close-fitting satin helmets strapped 
under their chins like baby caps. 

Four costume ideas out of five 
acts—that’s 100% at the Palace. 





Sans Hotcha 

Fred Waring decorates his stage 
band entertainment at the Capitol 
with three very young, very fresh, 
very blithe young ladies, who have 
a lot of poise and a lot of clothes. 
They are also granted an oppor- 
tunity to prove whether or no they 
have a lot of talent. 

Miss Babs Ryan has the most 
clothes. She puts on a new dress 
for every number, and very appro- 
priately, each one of them looks like 
a nice young girl’s best dress. They 
are all high waisted, long-leggy, 
neatly pressed, and do all any well- 
behaved dresses could to bring out 
the naive allure of youth. 

The Lane Sisters, who mix a bit 
of dancing with their harmonies, 
wear white mat crepe spectator 
sports costumes with printed silk 
Pierrot collars, matching colored 
belts, and white small hats, white 
oxfords, and white gauntlet gloves. 
Their straight skirts are slit no 
more than just a little way, the bet- 
ter for the sisters to dance, my 
dears. Comes ‘Carioca’ and finale 
time, and all three girls appear cos- 
tumed alike in different colors, the 
model they’ve so wisely agreed upon 
is a princesse affair with cowl front 





and back, and long sleeves contrived 
to leave young s_.oulders fetchingly 


Life of the Party 


(Continued from page 1) 
teams, and singles and team danc- 
ers. 

An illustration is the entertain- 
ment layout at Totem Lodge in the 
Adirondacks, one of the original 
‘life of the party’ resorts. Staff will 
include Wee Willie Robyn of the 
Roxy Gang, Edith Herlich of the 
Metropolitan Opera company, Reece 
and Coles and Del Twins, dance 


teams; Irving Ross, juvenile; 
Muriel Ellis, blues singer: Edith 
Lowe, soubret; Thelma Goodwin, 
soprano, Hal Abbott, dancer; 


Charles (Monahan) Goldstein and 
Eugene Baylos, comedians; Muriel 
Schey, singer, and an _  11-piece 
Henry Tobias orchestra. Tobias, a 
songwriter and producer of stand- 
ing, has been handling the Totem 
shows for several years and has 
made an important spot of it. 

Largest individual booker of re- 
sorts is Mike Hammer, formerly the 
WMCA artist bureau head. Al Ray- 
mond (Raymond and Caverly) is 
associated with him. Hammer is 
booking about 300 spots in the east. 

All of the better resorts and most 
of the other places pay the life of 
the party entertainers salaries be- 
sides room and board for the 10 
weeks’ season, but there are places 
that promote amusement on the 
cuff. Regular resort bookers are 
yelling murder about the free talent 
racket, 

Some spots preferring the gratis 
method engage a social director and 
an orchestra on salary, but nothing 
more. The m. c. is obliged to bring 
up his ‘friends’ for weekends. The 
‘friends’ don’t get paid, but they do 
get free feed and air. Resort pro- 
prietors with a conscience some- 
times toss im a loving cup that costs 
about $3.50. 

For resorts that are willing to 
pay, such as Totem Lodge and 
others, standard acts and estab- 
lished professional performers of 
all grades are available. At least 
50% of the 10,000 people expected to 
go to work at the resorts this sum- 
mer are professionals, many of them 
well knowns of vaudeville. They 
rate from $500 to $1,000 a season, in 
addition to room and board, in some 
instances. 

By the Sea 


Another ‘first’ for the ‘life of the 
party’ biz is that the field is spread- 
ing to formerly untouched spots this 
summer, Such seaside vacation 
places as Atlantic City and Asbury 
Park are going in for social staffs 
for the first time, and putting it on 
heavy amidst a lot of competition. 
Up till now the social stuff was con- 
fined to the mountains and other 
inland resorts. 

Considerable increase in _ legit 
stock royalty fees and film rentals 
is also expected this year. Numer- 
ous resorts will maintain large dra- 
matic stock companies. As for the 
film angle, that is growing rapidly. 
Last summer half a dozen of the 
larger places installed sound equip- 
ment, and the talkers went over big 
with the guests. As a result about 
50 other spots are following suit, 
having been wired for sound over 
the winter. 

The ocean cruise entertainment 
business is expected to be big again 
this summer. Cunard and other 
major lines are once more contem- 
plating seven and eight-act bills for 
their boats. 

Like the cruise thing before and 
since repeal, the booze thing figures 
as a new source of extra revenue 
for the resorts from cocktail dan- 
sants, etc., now that it’s legal. 





MARRIAGES 


Dorothy March to Hobart Henley, 
in Los Angeles, May 18. Groom is 
a Coast director. 

Elizabeth Young to Joseph Man- 
kiewicz, in Beverly Hills, Cal., May 
20. 

Edith Spiegel will wed Ed Solig, 
film statistician for Fox-West Coast 
theatres in Los Angeles, June 2. 
Bride is non-profesh. 

Elizabeth Young, actress, to Jo- 
seph Mankiewicz, scenarist at Fox, 
Sunday (20) in Beverly Hills. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kosman, 
daughter, in New York, May 20. 
Mother is Narita, dancer formerly 
with Loretta King Co. in vaude. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Shane, 
daughter, May 20, Los Angeles. 
Father is West Coast publicist. 





bare. Not once does any one of 
these admirable young women turn 
hot-cha nor yield, if they’ve got one, 





to a yearning for snake-hips. 


Among | the Women 


By The Skirt 





The Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
ADA WARD 
(LOEW'S STATE) 








A Midget Wins 

Splendid entertainment at the State this week and a midget runs 
away with the show. She is Olive, of Olive and George, with Buste: 
Shaver. This tiny miss is a bundle of talent. Wearing a tailored suit 
of brick color with gardenia trimming and white hat, she follows wit) 
a hotcha number in black short skirt and brassiere. A yellow sati) 
evening wrap feather trimmed is worn over the same colored accordia) 
pleated frock. As Mae West she is all done up in black satin and whit 
feathers. 

A girl with Arthur Le Fleur does contortions in fuchsia velvet over- 
alls and blouse of same color chiffon. The tall dark girl with Sidne 
Marion wears a dark blue crepe gown made wit: -a bertha studded ir 
sequins. Very odd were the red velvet gloves worn although they 
matched the slippers. Ada Ward, with Cab Calloway, wore a lovely 
frock of a print with white background and green leaves springled there- 
on. The plainness of the gown accentuated the diamond brooch and 
gold bracelets. Another girl in the act did taps in purple velvet pants 
and lavender satin blouse. 





Closing a Long Season 


The Johnny Perkins unit is bringing a Iong road season to a close at 
the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, this week. The costumes are none the worse 
for wear. 

Perkins has a unique way of introducing his show. He sings what he 
would like to have if he owned a show and suggestions of what he would 
want appear behind a sparkling scrim. Then the show comes to life anc 
proves a fast moving entertainment. 

A solo singer is seen in a rose satin gown with ruffled hem. Thre« 
piano girls are in coral crepe with bluish featuers at the armholes. A 
line of girls from the well known Aristocrats are in henna tunics witl 
white collars. They do their adagio number in long white satin gowns 
with blue velvet bows at the shoulders. The singer then wears a bluis) 
grey gown with tiny silver sequin capelet. The girls are seen for anothe) 
number in pink hooped dresses with a trimming of blue stencilling. Th« 
soloist’s hooped dress had blue bows down the front and the pianist: 
were in pink satin with blue ribbon trimmings. White feathers play 
an important part in a skating number. Done mostly in the dark, the 
radium in the costumes makes a pretty picture. 





Beautiful Girls 


‘Murder at the Vanities’, at the Rivoli, is a fast moving picture. It is 
another back-stage musical and the wide screen is utilized for all the 
big numbers. 

Kitty Carlisle has several beautiful costumes. An Empire gown was 
of a filmy material criss-crossed in silver stripes. A high poke bonnet 
carried several tall plumes. A long white fox scarf was worn with a 
gown of solid silver sequins. A white satin gown had no trimming but 
was beautifully modeled with very low back. The girls were for the 
most part nude, and more gorgeous girls have never been seen on the 
screen. Very nearly every star in pictures has a double in this picture. 
One is the image of Jeanette MacDonald, another like Claudette Colbert, 
and yet another very like Ruth Etting. One number had the girls in 
stunning outfits, silver knee length blouses were worn with black skirts 
and coats. Gertrude Michael does a number in a black taffeta dress 
with white cutins. 





Shirley Temple Wins ’Em 

‘Little Miss Marker,’ the picture at the Paramount, has that adorable 
baby, Shirley Temple, who has sprung up over night. Children as a rule 
are a bore but it will be long before this little miss is voted such. De- 
pends what pictures do for her. 

Film carries plenty of big names. 

Dorothy Dell as a singer of hot songs in a night club has the lead. 
Her first appearance is sitting on top of a piano. The gown was of solid 
black jet. There was a suit of black velvet and ermine and another suit 
with two bands of mink across the front. Silver foxes were worn with 
another street outfit. A velvet evening wrap was also trimmed with 
silver fox. There was a print frock and an evening gown consisting of 
a black Russian blouse type had a white skirt. A wrap was made en- 
tirely of black and white feathers. A house gown was monk-like in 
fashion with buttons and cord. 

The white meline frock was made with full skirt and bodice cut high 
at the neck with a full frill. Silver sequins in bands decorated the skirt. 
A simple tailored suit had a black and white frill at the throat. 

Dave Apollon occupies the stage with plenty of entertainers. The line 
of girls were in white dresses made full and ankle length. The sleeves 
were of diamonds. Platinum were the wigs banded with black. Eight of 
the taller girls were in silver sequin frocks made with black net godets 
at the knees. Collars were of straight feathers and large black satin 
sailors were worn. The girls finished off with silver tunics and blue 
capelets. 

One line were in diamond studded pants with matching brassieres. 
Blue feathers were at the back with caps trimmed likewise. 

Danzi Goodell did her well known taps in an emerald green satin 
two-piece suit with white revers. Slippers and hat were of the green. 
Nora Williams, another of Al Siegal’s finds, was in a satin print dinner 
gown. The girl of Diffen and Draper did a doll dance in a pale blue dress. 





Masque’s Mystery 

A mystery play has come to the Masque theatre. Those who like this 
sort of entertainment should hurry and see it because it may not be 
there long. It has the fantastic name of ‘Invitation to a Murder’, 

A splendid cast is the play’s strongest asset. Gale Sondergaad, a stately 

brunette, wears a gown of black with red velvet band at the throat and 
edging the low back. Her hair is dressed with a coronet braid and huge 
black earrings give her height. The remainder of the evening she trails 
about in a flowing grey satin gown. 
Daphne Warren Wilson, a very pretty miss, wears first a turquoise 
chiffon dinner dress cascaded at the back. She is then in black with a 
glimpse of a bathrobe of a fuchsia shade. Jane Seymour is seen in two 
tailored frocks, one blue the other black. 





Plain Dressing 

At the Strand this week is a picture called ‘He Was Her Man’ with 
James Cagney. Joan Blondell has an unsympathetic role. Never once 
does she smile and her eyes seem to grow bigger and bigger. As a stray 
she wears but a simple black dress with a lacy fluting around the neck. 
There is a cheap little coat with a belt. A plain white satin wedding 
dress is shown for the finale. 

Lillian Roth, in a Vitaphone short, appears first in a mink coat and a 
tan cloth freck made with a scarf trimmed with mink tails. A laundry 
number finds her in a bungalow apron of plain material with colored 
collars and cuffs. A dark tailored suit and an open neck shirtwaist, 
Girls of the ensemble were in satin shorts and then in satin dresseg 
with lace fronts and low backs. 
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day (17) by Hotel Brevoort, Long- 
champs restaurant and the Fifth 
Avenue hotel to restrain police from 
interfering with sidewalk cafes on 
lower Fifth avenue. 

Binnie Barnes, English film ac- 
tress, now in Hollywoud under con- 
tract to Universal. She will be fea- 
tured in ‘There’s Always Tomor- 
row.’ 

V. A. Usievich, Soviet film chief, 
in the U. S. for a stay, declares that 
the Soviet plans to produce 100 films 
this year. 

Robert Sinclair will boss ‘Snatch 
As Snatch Can,’ by Laurence 
Schwab and Richard MacAuley, for 
Mr. Schwab. 

‘One Hour,’ by Denis Donoghue, 
and announced for this spring by 
Allen Productions, has been post- 
poned until fall. 

Philip Loeb will supervise a re- 
vue, tentatively caled ‘Split Sec- 
onds,’ for the Shuberts next Autumn. 

Annual get-together of Chorus 
Equity wil be held at Equity head- 
quarters June 4, 

Michael Farmer said he would not 
oppose Gloria Swanson’'s divorce ac- 
tion and would give her custody of 
their child, in statement issued from 
Paris. Farmer declared he had been 
misquoted in report saying he would 
press a bigamy charge against Miss 
Swanson if she attempted to di- 
vorce him. 

Robert Ross and Otis C. Taylor 
jointly operating the Beach theatre, 
West Falmouth, Mass., this sum- 
mer for a nine-week season, July 4. 

Murray Rumshinsky, Fred Coots, 
Sam Pokrass and Milton Berle col- 
laborating on a musical called ‘Stop 
Thief!’ which Ben Stein will give a 
tryout this summer. 

Roger Wolfe Kahn will supply mu- 
sic at the Claremont Inn, Riverside 
drive, when that spot reopens 
May 28. 

Mae Murray, suing Tiffany Pic- 
tures, testified in Supreme Court 
Thursday (17). She is seeking an 
accounting and $300,000 which she 
claims due her as share in profits 
of eight pictures she made for firm 
during period between 1921 and 1924. 
She admitted signing a release for 
$12,000 in 1924 believing that was all 
due her and in 1930 learned that 
profits realized on the pictures ex- 
ceeded $1,000,000. Suit started in 
1930. 

Claire Booth Brokaw, writer, an- 
nounced as a new member of the 
motion picture Code Authority at 
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Washington. Miss Brokaw is also 
on the Legitimate Theatre Code 
board. 

Werner Krueger and _ Bernice 


Leonard, midgets, arrived in New 
York from Germany. They will ap- 
pear at the Midget Village at the 
World's Fair, Chicago. 

Ella Baker and Rose Bernie, sis- 
ters of Ben Bernie and Phil Baker, 
will produce summer stock at Harri- 
gon, N. Y. 

Strike call issued by Theatre and 
Amusement Employe’s Union Local 
118 Thursday (17), for which an ex- 
pected 2,000 ushers were to respond, 
was reported a fizzle by C. C. Mos- 
kowitz, Loew executive. <A joint 
statement for RKO and Loew de- 
nied the walkout, stating only 53 
employes from. six theatres had 
gone on strike. 

Joe Daniels will stage produc- 
tions this summer at the Schroon 
oo Country Club, Schroon Lake, 


Joyee Carey rejoining Katharine 
Cornell’s company after a season in 
England. 

Worker's Newsreel Repertory 
theatre opened Sunday (20) under 
auspices of National Film and 
Photo League. 

Gavin Muir and Douglas Gilmore 
suspended for six months by Equity 
on charges preferred by Wee & 
Leventhal. Muir was fined an addi- 
tional $180 and Gilmore penalized 
two weeks’ salary. 

Ann Pennington will have one of 
top spots in revival of ‘The Black 
Crook’ at People’s Theatre on the 
Bowery. 

Theodore Viehman has departed 
for Chicago, where he will direct a 
series of English dramas at World's 
Fair. 

‘Ah, Wilderness!’ will end its run 
at Guild theatre June 2. Begins 

oad tour Sept. 28. ‘Shining Hour’ 
closing May 26. Cast will sail for 
London immediately to open there 
in August. 

Clark Ross has taken ‘The Ghost 
of the Danube,’ musical. Book writ- 
ten by John Trevor, music and lyr- 
ics by Carlo and Sanders. Produc- 
tion planned for fall. 

Brian Aherne left for Hollywood 
Wednesday (16) to appear opposite 
Ann Harding in ‘The Fountain’ (Ra- 
dio). 

Barre Hill, baritone, formerly 
with Chicago Opera, signed to sing 
this summer with Municipal Opera, 
St. Louis. 

Ronald Hammond engaged by 
Max Lfebman to direct tryouts for 
summer season of Tamiment the- 
atre, Tamiment, Pa. 

Constance Talmadge and Peggy 
Joyce figuring in trial of Joseph 
Harriman, former head of defunct 
Harriman Bank. Louis Klein, cash- 
jer, testified that false charges wt.e 

entered agatnst accounts of the 
actresses. 

Mae Murray took a sock at Ber- 





daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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tram A. Mayers, Tiffany's lawyer, in 
Supreme Court after losing her suit 
against Tiffany for accounting of 
$300,000 supposedly due her. 

House of Representatives ap- 
proved bill permitting newspapers 
to publish winners and prizes in 
lotteries held by churches and like 
organizations. It now goes to the 
Senate. 

Mile. Edith Mera, French actress, 
attempted suicide in Paris. In crit- 
ical condition from overdose of 
sleeping potion and effects of gas 
inhalation. 

Claremont Inn, on city property 
on Riverside Drive, will reopen this 
week with trimmed prices. Inn will 
be operated by Arnold Schleifer, but 
instead of lease previously granted, 
city will get a cut of gross receipts. 
N. Y. State Public Service Com- 
mission and Yonkers Electric Light 
and Power Co. rebuked by Dr. Amos 
O. Squire, medical examiner of 
Westchester county, oy investiga- 
tion of explosion which wrécked 
front of Proctor’s theatre, Yonkers, 
last winter and killed three men. 
Benefit for Bertha Kalich being 
planned for 44th Street theatre 
June 10. 

Arthur Hanna and James Neilson 
will open a summer season of eight 
weeks late in June at the Red Barn 
theatre, Locust Valley, L. I. 

Mary Sargent (‘No More Ladies’) 
left cast for two weeks’ vacation in 
Bermuda. 

Emil K. Ellis, counsel for Edwina 
Booth in her $1,000,000 suit against 
Metro, requested Supreme Court 
Justice Collins to grant an early 
trial. Ellis stated that his client is 
a helpless invalid and that there is 
no hope for recovery -unless she 
wins a judgment which will provide 
her with funds to go to London 
where she may enter a clinic that 
specializes in tropical diseases, such 
as is claimed she contracted while 
making ‘Trader Horn’ in Africa for 
M-G. 

Shuberts planning a revue for 
Chicago’s Century of Progress Ex- 
position. 

New York Grand Opera Company 
has abandoned production at the 
Academy of Music, Philadelphia. 
Musicians and chorus refused to go 
on unless paid in advance. Chicago 
Grand Opera Company also sus-, 
pended its scheduled appearance at 
Metropolitan Opera House, Philadel- 
phia, May 5, owing to a writ of at- 
tachment filed against its assets by 
an employee. 

Lillian Ellis, Danish actress, ar- 
rived in New York Tuesday (15) en- 
route to Hollywood. 

Russell Makert appointed associ- 
ate producer at R. C. Music Hall. 
He will produce stage shows there 
next month in absence of Leon Leo- 
nidoff, who sailed for Europe Thurs- 
day (17). 

James J. Brennan elected presi- 
dent of Theatrical Protective Union 
No. 1, local stagehands’ organiza- 
tion, 

Gladys George left cast of ‘The 
Milky Way’ yesterday (Monday) to 
go to Hollywood. She is under con- 
tract to Metro. 

Gilbert and Sullivan revivals at 
the Majestic, N. Y., will terminate 
May 26. Troupe’s next jump Bos- 
ton for four weeks at the Shubert. 

Wee & Leventhal have deferred 
proposed road tour of ‘Her Master's 
Voice,’ which was to open in Buffalo 
May 25. 

Pauline Frederick in town to dis- 
cuss arrangements with Wee & 
Leventhal concerning her Broadway 
appearance in ‘Her Majesty, the 
Widow.’ On tour with play for al- 
most a year, and scheduled to open 
in New York June 11. 

Noel Meadow, former p.a. for Wee 
& Leventhal, has taken Pincus W. 
Tell’'s ‘Minute Man’ for fall produc- 
tion. 

Frank Merlin has renewed his op- 
tion on ‘Awake and Sing,’ by Clif- 
ford Odets. Plans to produce next 
season, 

German cabinet has passed a law 
which consolidates control by Dr. 
Paul J. Goebbels, minister of propa- 
ganda, over all theatres. Law em- 
powers the minister not only to sup- 
press production but close theatres, 


dismiss managers and prescribe 
productions which he thinks ad- 
visable. 


Empire State building will have 
an open-air ‘sidewalk’ cafe on its 
21st story set-back. Opens June 1. 

WOR announced Tuesday (15) 
that the Federal Radio Commission 
had granted station permission to 
erect a 50,000-watt transmitter at 
Carteret, N. J. Project expected to 
be completed in October. 

Bill creating a new commission to 
control radio, telephone and tele- 
graph passed by Senate Tuesday 
(15). An amendment requiring 25% 
of all broadcasts be allotted to edu- 


sociations was defeated in a vote. 
Bill provides for commission of five 
members appointed by the President 
with Senate approval. Powers now 
held by Radio Commission are 
transferred to new commission. New 





cational and non-profit making as-: 


commission starts regulating radio 
advertising July 1. 
Georges Charlot, French dancer, 


shot himself in a suicide attempt at 
the villa of the Countess de la Por- 
ceri, formerly Mabel Boll in Paris. 

Joseph Ornato, head of Coliseum 
Productions, has leased theatres in 
Westchester, New Jersey and Long 
Island for summer productions. 

Clare Tree Major ended her 10th 
season at Pawtucket, R. I. She has 
had three children’s theatre compa- 
nies playing throughout the U. S. 
and Canada. 

Leo Bulgakov has left New York 
for the Coast to direct for Columbia. 

Philip Moeller of the Theatre 
Guild departed for Hollywood to 
assume directorial duties at Radio. 

John Henry, English radio come- 
dian, whose real name was Norman 
Clapham, found dead in his apart- 
ment in London Monday (14). Sui- 
cide by keeping his head in an oven 
with gas turned on. Death attrib- 
uted to recent marital troubles. 

Earle L. Lewis, treasurer of Met- 
ropolitan Opera Association, an- 
nounces renewals of subscriptions 
coming in steadily. Campaign for 
new subscriptions will start Juhe 4. 

Theatre Benefit Association, new 
group designed to protect actors 
from participating in irregular and 
spurious benefit shows, held their 
election at Actor’s Fund headquar- 
ters Monday (14). Sam Scribner 
will head organization. 

‘Green Pastures’ will start its 
third and final tour of the U. S. and 
Canada in the fall. t end of tour 
next March it will return to New 
York for another engagement. 

Closing hours for New York 
dancehalls extended from 3 to 4 a.m. 
Park Commissioner Moses in re- 
jecting the proposed reduced price 
list for Central Park Casino, said 
they must take another slashing. 
He was presented with a sample: 
menu. Dinner was reduced from $4 
to $3 and slicing of 10% onala carte 
top.prices. Commissioner seeks a 
$2 top. 

Adele Gutman Nathan, director 
of the Cellar Players, will stage ‘A 
Century on Parade’ at the Roches- 
ter Fair this summer. 

State ABC Board began investi- 
gation Thursday (17), of hotels and 
restaurants to determine if bars 
dominate the premises. Board will 
disapprove only of places with old 
saloon atmosphere. 

Stanley Walker, city editor of the 
Herald Tribune, elected president of 
the New York City News Associa- 
tion. 

Marian Marsh, screen actress, and 
Liya Joyzelle, dancer, arrived from 
Europe. 

Robert Grob-Milo, known in 
vaudeville’as Milo, arrested in Syra- 
cuse Thursday (17). His detention 
was in connection with suit filed by 
his wife in Supreme Court in New 
York City to collect $33,750 in back 
alimony. 

Florence Reed engaged by Ray- 
mond Moore to play the lead in 
‘Her Master’s Voice,’ at Dennis, 
Mass., July 23. 

A. J. Edwards will stage summer 
productions at Sea Cliff theatre, 
Sea Cliff, N. J. Leslie Denison will 
play lead in all offerings. 

Alda May Cole, performer with 
Gorman Bros. circus, playing Ham- 
den, Conn., accidently shot in the 
head while participating in a sharp- 
shooting act. She continued with 
act until finish and then collapsed. 
After treatment at hospital she re- 
turned to the evening show. 

Harold Clurman, director of the 
Group Theatre sailed Saturday (19) 
for a six weeks’ tour of Russia. 

Actors with complaints against 
agents were invited to come directly 
to the Bureau of Licenses by Com- 
missioner Paul Moss in speech Fri- 
day (18) at the monthly meeting of 
the Catholic Actor’s Guild, in Astor 
Hotel. 

Bettina Hall reported the theft of 
a $350 watch from her hotel in 

Philadelphia. 

Drama Repertoise Players have 
engaged Dmitri Ostrov to direct 
their season at Matoaka Manor 
theatre, Saugerties, N. Y. 

Glen Island Casino will 
May 24. 

3ecause of the withdrawal of the 
Metropolitan Opera from Philadel- 
phia, the Philadelphia orchestra will 
give 30 performances of opera in 
10 weeks in addition to 20 sym- 
phony concerts. 

Pennsylvania (hotel) Roof opens 
June 4 with Don Bestor band. 

Paramount Publix Corp., denied 
request by Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court at Albany, Friday 
(18) to go to the Court of Appeals 
in its motion for dismissal of a 
$150,000 libel suit arising from the 
dramatization of the Gillette mur- 
der case. Decision a victory for 
Mrs. Minerva Brown, mother of 
young school teacher murdered by 
Gillette. Suit concerns the picture 
‘An American Tragedy.’ 
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Robert Sharpe, scenic designer, 


died of a skull fracture at Bellvue 
hospital, May 14. His brothers, H. 
H. Sharpe and W. Fraser Sharpe, 
have requested the police to inves- 
tigate the causes of death. He was 
found unconscious May 11 in the 
washroom of a subway with his 
skull fractured and supposedly suf- 
fering from alcoholism. He was re- 
moved to Bellvue hospital for treat- 
ment and refused to make a state- 
ment to detectives. 

Brass rails unveiled at midnight 
Sunday. Now legal to lean against 
the mahogany. 

Perey Crosby, ‘Skippy’s’ pappy, 
invited to exhibit his more serious 
work in Paris, London and Rome. 

‘Hedda Gabler’ scheduled for 
Broadway in June. Sponsored by 
Joseph Gieger. Giovana. Borges, 
Italian, will have name part. 

‘Shoestring,’ frequently on and off 
the fire, will be given a summer 
tryout. B. S. Kansler and Sidney 
Salkow are interested. Kansler will 
bring in Kandel’s ‘We Dress for 
Dinner’ for Broadway showing be- 
fore the regular season. 

Hilton Edwards and Michael Mac- 
Liammoir, of the Dublin Gate the- 
atre, to be interested in the Wood- 
stock summer theatre near Chicago. 
Each will participate in an untried 
play. Back to Dublin for the regu- 
lar season, 

William A. Brady has started re- 
hearsals of ‘While Parents Sleep,’ 
which he originally planned for fall 
production. 

Lee Elmore has acquired the 
rights to Novello’s ‘Fresh Fields’ and 
may try it in Chicago during the 
Fair. To Broadway in the fall if it 
lasts. 

Government to permit sale of 
liquor in National parks where 
there is compliance with state laws. 
But no bars. ‘ 

Westchester Center pulled 8,000 
to its three-day music festival last 
week. In the red, but not as deep 
as anticipated. 

Sam Harris after the stage rights 
to the Nijinsky biog. Wants Muni 
for the dancer. 

Group Players must stick to 
Broadway for ‘Men in White,’ so 
they'll do their summer training at 
the Broadhurst. 

Mrs. Louise Rice Barry, showgirl, 
suing Dave Kunin for $20,000 dam- 
ages for loss of sight of right eye 
during an alleged attack in a hotel, 
Recites that she was guest at a 
hotel of which Kunin was engineer. 
Too ill to appear when Kunin was 
heard in police court, and her law- 
yer too busy to appear for her, 
so Kunin was discharged. 

H. R. Lenormand, French play- 
right, arrived from Europe today 
(Tuesday). 

Commencement exercises for stu- 
dents of the Studio for the Theatre 
were held yesterday (Monday), at 
the McDowell Theatre. Daniel Froh- 
man and Bide Dudley addressed the 
assemblage. 

Maude Adams will appear this 
season at Walter Hartwig’s summer 
theatre at Ogonquit, Me. Miss 
Adams will play in ‘Twelvth Night.’ 

Betty Randolph went into Su- 
preme Court yesterday (Monday), 
in an attempt to have Paul Swine- 
hart jugged for failure to pay $35 
a week alimony. 





Coast 





Virginia Pine, heiress and picture 
actress, back to the Coast from New 
York and to the Cedars of Lebanon 
for observation. 

Gloria Swanson has filed suit for 
divorce in Los Angeles from Michael 
Farmer. 

Mrs. Ruth Shobe, wife of the pro- 
ducer of ‘The Drunkard’ in Los An- 
geles, injured in an auto.accident. 

Beverly Granger, 27, actress, sen- 
tenced to serve 10 months in Los 
Angeles county jail after she plead- 
ed guilty to charge of assault with 
a deadly weapon for shooting and 
wounding Earl C. Courtois, non- 
profesh. 

Believed to have been the burglar 
who pillaged Jackie Coogan’s ranch 
near San Diego, Cal., Francis Sayre, 
ex-marine, sentenced to San Quen- 
tin for robbery. 

W. C. Fields is reported backing 
Art Martel, former Hollywood 
matchmaker, in building a boxing 
stadium in north Hollywood. 

Angela Joyce, British actress, who 
recently filed a $518,000 breach of 
promise suit against Lord Revel- 
stoke in England, has left the Coast 
for London to await hearing of the 
suit. 

Louie G. Tomei, race driver, sen- 
tenced to six months in county jail 
for assaulting John Bennus, press 
photog, at the funeral of Ernie Trip- 
lett. Babe Sapp, who pleaded guilty 
to charges of assaulting James Lee. 
reporter, was fined $100. 

Marjorie Cranford Wellman, de- 
spite her recent marriage to Danny 





in courg 
against him as the complaining 
witness in a complaint which ghe 
caused to be filed a month ago 
charging him with kidnapping. 


two divorces 
from C. H. Over, film broker, Betty 
Boyd, actress, has asked in [, A 
Superior Court that the first one be 


set aside. First was obtained ig 
1932 and the second in Mexico 
Wants the first one voided because 
—. claims second one was ille 
as it was obtained before fir 
okayed, “ 
ae a ep pictures actress, die 
vorce n . A. from Ches 
Miller. eat 

Judgments totaling $3,065 were 
obtained in L. A. in the damage suit 
of Mrs. Pearl Wynn Borzage and 
her husband, Lewis Borzage, against 
Mrs. Florence Carlson, whose auto 
and that of the Borzage’s collided. 

Karl Dane, who ended his life in 
Los Angeles last April, left an estate 
valued at $225, according to petition 
of administration filed. 

Walter S. Lawrence, writer, has 
filed suit against Fox in Los An- 
geles seeking $1,500,000 for asserted 
infringement of copyright Claims 
parts of his book, ‘The Marathon 
Dancer,’ used in ‘Sailor’s Luck.’ 

Louis R. Loeffler, film editor, di- 
vorced in Los Angeles from Iolanda 
Loeffler. 

Joan Crawford and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., free last week to remarry 
when their divorce decree became 
final. 

As a result of injuries suffered by 
Louise E. Dodds, picture actress, in 
the apartment of Warren Hymer in 
Hollywood, she is suing the actor 
for $30,100 for alleged battery. 

Cecil B. Harrison, 42, Hollywood 
publicity man, arrested on charges 
of bilking Pauline Peck, Memphis, 
Tenn., of $125 on promises of ob- 
taining a studio test for her. 

William Cameron Menzies arrest- 
ed in Hollywood on charges of drive 
ing an auto while intoxicated. 

Cecil B. DeMille has cabled ac- 
ceptance as a member of the jury of 
the International Film Festival in 
Vienna. Ernst Lubitsch is prez of 
the jury. 

Charging her husband with forc- 
ing her to move 20 times in their 22 
months of marriage, Jeanne Borlini 
Brown has filed suit for divorce 
from Nacio Herb Borwn in Los An- 
geles. Brown has often figured in 
the courts in alimony proceedings 
brought by his former wife, Ruby 
Porter Brown. 

Eleanor Adler has filed suit in Log 
Angeles for divorce from Felix Ad- 
ler, scenarist. 

Roszika Dolly and Irving Netcher, 
her hubby, stopped in Hollywood, 
enroute from Paris to Hawaii. 

MGM celebrated its 10th anni- 
versary last week. Since Louis Be 
Mayer, Metro and Goldwyn studios 
consolidated, the plant has turned 
out 675 films. First was ‘He Who 
Gets Slapped,’ with Norma Shearer, 
John, Gilbert and Lon Chaney. 

Russell W. Nighswander, 44, 
studio scenic artist, committed 
suicide in Los Angeles May 16. 

Superior Judge McComb approved 
Mascot contracts with Lu Anne 
Meredith, Judith Allen and Dorothy 
Drake, Wampas baby stars. 

Lila Gora, Russian pic actress, 
awarded $265 for being bitten by a 
police dog in Los Angeles. 

Superior Judge Westover, in Los 
Angeles, refused to.increase from 
$250 to $1,000 monthly support 
money paid by Carey A. Wilson to 
his former wife, Nancy Wilson, for 
their two ohildren. Wilson recently 
wed Carmelita Geraghty. 

Edward Codona, Jr., member of 
theh acrobatic family, is demanding 
$200,000 damages from the Don Lee 


Broadcasting System and Rio 
Grande Oil Co., in Los Angeles over 
a radio program which allegedly 


cost him his job as a Long Beach 
policeman. 
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Broadway 





Nat Carson to Europe. 

Frank Garlasco minus appendix, 

Silver Dollar eaterie now L’s into 
46th street. 

Spirits Club 
pootlegging. 

Celeste Fox on 
Waters staff. 

Larry Daniels is 
wifey Helene’s size. 

Doc. Si Trein is back on Broad- 
way with new office. 

Leon Sprachner still at home suf- 
fering from arthritis. 

Marty Forkins hit five winners 
at Belmont last week. 

Bernie MacDonald, the 
builder, in better .iealth. 

John (WB) Monihan is on a va- 
cation. He couldn't wait. 

Bill Raynor and the missus are 
automobiling to the Coast. 

Charles Carlisle’s bridge-game 
comedy something to duck. 

Maurice De Vries afflicted with 
glaucoma, an eye infection. 

Nate Leipzig dishing his card 
tricks on the St. Moritz roof. 

Frank Corbett, Arthur Fisher’s 
booker, driving to Coast for vacash. 

Won't be long now before H. B. 
Franklin begins his summer yacht- 
ing. 

No successor will be chosen to 
Hy Daab at the Warner advertising 
office. 

Luise Squire (Lang and Squire) 
into the Fifth avenue hosp for 
an op. 

Peg Mahoney, Par toiler, is down 
with the grippe at her Yonkers, N. 
Y., home. 

S. Charles Einfeld is somewhat 
avoirdupoisless as compared to past 
performances. 

Benny Burke’s dialect improving 
now that Dave Apollon is in town, 
and vice versa. 

Open air addition to Leon and 
Eddie’s called ‘April in Paris,’ 
meaning it’s Frenchy. 

George McElroy, formerly in Cort 


formed to curb 
the Norman D. 


reducing to 


scenery 


box office, in St. Luke’s hospital 
under treatment for ulcers, 

darold Tillotson, formerly of 
Publix, has gone into the radio 


field on the managerial end. 

in his haste to make a depart- 
ing train, Jack McInerney slipped 
and scratched his face a bit. 

~im Furman, by special dispensa- 
tion, is getting a month’s vacation 
from Loew’s to visit Europe. 

cienevieve Tobin sailed Saturday 
(div) tor a vacation in London and 
Paris, to be gone eight weeks. 

That well dressed guy with the 
ehirtfront that lights up is back 
again. Advertising whiskey now. 

Monte Proser and Mare Lachman 
now associated with Donahue & 
Coe as affiliated publicity experts. 

New Cafe de la Paix outdoor 
drinkery at the St. Moritz tacks on 
10% of the check for service in 
lieu of tipping. 

Helen Kane follows Rudy Vallee 
into the Hollywood restaurant. 
Marc Lachmann arranged the Kane 
Hollywood booking. 

Herman Timberg’s boy, Herbert, 
got a yen for a picture career and 
changed his name to Herbert Wallis 
—but it looks like the old man has 
clowned him out of it. 

isaac Simon, motion picture op- 
erator, 2540 Mansfield place, Brook- 
lyn, took the bankrupt way out with 
a petition to the Federal Court last 
week. Liabilities $20,837, assets 
noice. 

Sid Skolsky back to Hollywood 
end of current week. Coast only 
made his tough beard tougher. 
Otherwise he feels as much at home 
around the Broadway spots as in 
the studios now. 

In addressing the Advertising 
Club last week, Deems Taylor un- 
furled his operatic pennant and ver- 
bally waved it in favor of the RKO 
Center theatre (Radio City) as the 
home grounds for the Met group. 





with first European performance of 
‘Men in White’ at Vigszinhaz. 


ting, and ‘New 
based on popular novels—to go on 
the screen immediately. Shooting 
of both starts on the same day at 
Hunnia second half of this month. 

Out of 427 motion picture theatre 
licenses granted in Hungary, 200 


are not used. Meaning that 200 
persons in possession of much- 
coveted licenses don’t consider it 


worth while to even open a theatre. 

As a retort to Vigszinhaz’, dra- 
matic company’s projected summer 
show in the largest Budapest cir- 
cus, another circus is planning a 
parody on that theatre’s hit. It’s 
to be called ‘Men in White in the 
Ring.’ 





Vienna 





Raimund theatre closing May 1%. 

Reinhardt ensemble off to Milan. 

Robert Stolz setting ‘Girl of Ta- 
hiti’ comedy to music. 

Stadt theatre and Kammerspiele 
theatre dark since May 1. 

Author-critic Hans  Lebstoeckl 
(62) dies after prolonged illness. 

Lene Marenbach of Stadt Theater 
in Zurich contracted for Rein- 
hardt’s. 

Viennese singing boys, ‘Die Saen- 
gerknaben’ touring France, Holland 
and Belgium. 

Liane Haid replacing Rita George 
in ‘Fairytale in Grand Hotel’ at 
Theater an der Wien. 

Ethel Lake participating at In- 
ternational dance competition here 
between May 27 and June 16. 

Vienna Konzerthaus Company ap- 
plying to state and municipality for 
subsidies and special tax reductions. 

Werner Krauss invited to take 
part of minister in one of Ufa’s next 
talking films, ‘The Island,’ by How- 
ard Bratt. 

Trude Schoop’s dance perform- 
ances great success. Will re-appear 
between next Budapest and Paris 
engagements. 

First Viennese performance of 
William Shakespeare’s ‘Two Gen- 
tlemen of Verona’ presented suc- 
cessfully by the Austrian Volks- 
buehne at the Scala theatre. 


Bucharest 


By Marie Lise Emilian 





‘By Candlelight’ (U) scoring. 
Erna Letoni exhibiting her paint- 


ings. 

Irene Dunne talkers in great de- 
mand. 

‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) being 


talked about. 
Rampa boosting 
du Bose Heyward. 
Pia Igy singing in aid of local 
Are de Triomphe erection. 
Ventura theatre dark, and likely 
to stay so over the summer. 
National theatre reviying Shake- 
speare’s ‘Taming of the Shrew.’ 
Local States opera organizing 
first tour covering thirty Rumanian 
cities, 
National Hymn, composed _ by 
Eduard Huebsch, celebrating 60th 


‘Porgy’ author, 


birthday. 
Mme. Filloti starring as Lady 
Cheney. Praises for play and 


warnings to her not to over-act. 
Regina Maria theatre planning 
production of J. B. Priestley’s ‘La- 
burnum Grove.’ 
‘Cat in Sack’ now in London 
under title of ‘Happy Week-end,’ 








Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 





Sandor 'neze to London. 

Chaliapin here for one recital. 

Maria Corda expected home on a 
Visit, 

Helge Rosswaenge 
Opera House. 

Margit Dayka to play lead in new 
Molnar comedy. 

Melchior Lengyel here on flying 
visit from London. 

Victor Varconi planning to settle 
in Hungary for good. 

Bernardino Molinari 
Philharmonic orchestra. 

Ilona Titkos bargaining for ready- 
to-use week-end cottage. 

Vienna Burgtheater company 
Suest-playing here four nights. 

Geza von Bolvary, picture direc- 
tor, bought estate near Budapest. 

Very warm spring, six weeks 
ahead of time, killed all show biz. 

Gigli giving one high-priced opera 
performance at Municipal Theatre. 

‘Rasputin’ passed by censor board 
after being vetoed three times pre- 
viously. 

Istvan Somlo, young actor who 
scored big success in ‘Men in White,’ 
a Hollywood candidate. 

Annual Industrial Fair brought 
Plenty foreign visitors, but too hot 
to be of much use to theatres. 

Francy Gaal to marry Alexander 
Dajkovich, barrister, as soon as she 
has finished work in ‘Spring Parade,’ 


singing at 


conducting 


| for local production. 
, performed in Rumania. 





Sidney Kingsley had a very so00d 
ume in Budapest and was pleased! 


frost in this country. 
Interest in ‘Rose Marie’ operetta 
It as yet un- 


Gilbert Miller considering Lon- 
don and New York production of 
Mashatescu’s ‘Titanic waltz.’ 

May 11 to 19 to marking ‘book- 
lovers week.’ New stunt to put the 
publishing trade back on its feet. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 








Cool. Long hot spell broken by 
terrific thunderstorms. 

‘Sons of the Desert’ (MG), cur- 
rent smash at Cine Balmori. 

Nabe projectionist assaulted an 
amusement department inspector 
who told him the sound was punk. 
Jailed. 

Eight persons were injured when 
male customers of a Pueblo City 
cinema rioted because picture ex- 
hibited wasn’t as pink as had been 
advertised. 

Proceeds of 10% tax on amuse- 
ments, recently abolished as a nui- 
sance, netted $50,000 which will be 
used to build a public schoo] in 
Tampico. 

Prospects that ace Spanish mata- 
dores will boycott loca] bull ring 
next season as result of row with 
management over collection of fees 
last year. 

Talent for inauguration of Na- 
tional theatre, late this month, will 
be all-native. Mexican thespian or- 


ganizations want inaugural show all | 
i Dames, Him by Mare Allegres based siudio ia Budapest for work 


for themselves 


‘Purple Acacias’ in pre-war set- | 
Relative’—both | 


CHATTER 


Paris 


By Bob Stern 





Carlisle MacDonald to America. 
Irvin Marks back from London. 
Jack Bushby opening new bar. 


Vivian Fay held over in Rex stage 
show. 

Paris stage managers holding an- 
nual union meeting. 

‘Comoedia’, trade daily, 
American musikers. 

Mary McCormic weekend guest at 
American Country Club. 

Mon Club, nitery, holding prize 
contest for prettiest love song. 

Josephine Baker playing Rouen, 
where Jeanne d@’Are was burned. 

Hildegarde and Bill Henley sing- 
ing at American Legion smoker. 

Three Sailors leaving Paris for 
command performance in London. 

RKO deciding to send ‘Little 
Women’ to Venice film exposition. 

Arc-en-Ciel, new film producing 
firm, announcing ‘Lysistrata’ as first 
pic. 

Montazet’s ‘Mr. Providence’ an- 
nounced as next piece at the 
Athenee. 

Marianne Oswald to sing at Fal- 
guiere after returning from 
Brussels. 

New play by H. R, Lenormand 
announced for July 1 by Vteux 
Colomb<er. 

Gertrude Hoffmann girls signed 
for next Casina de Paris show, with 
Cecile Sorel. 

English players opening May 21 at 
Albert I with ‘Village Wooing’ and 
‘Anthony and Anna.’ 

M. Marcus, editor new film en- 
cyclopedia, ‘Cine-Essor’, in French, 
German and English. 

William Aguet, Francoise Rosay 
and Brigitte Helm to make French 
versions in Berlin for Ufa. 

Mrs. George B. Hinman passing 
through on way from Switzerland 
to join Hinman in America. 

Fly boats, little steamers which 
run on Seine, definitely abolished 
as part of economy program. 

Henri Dikson opening new cabaret 
where Black Cat used to be, in 
Montmartre. Drinks 70 cents. 

Louis Verneuil doing book of a 
musical, with tunes by Henri Cas- 
adesus and lyrics by Paul Colline. 


socking 





| dinner. 





Max Rivers Angels dancing in 
Paris for first time at Ritz gala 
Joan Warner also on bill. 


Robert de Saint-Jean winning 


| R. B. Strassburger prize for articles 


in French press on Roosevelt. 

Georges Milton, comic, returning 
to his original role in ‘White Horse 
Tavern’ at Mogador. Dorval had re- 
placed him. 

Jean Pierre Liausu, local critic, 
comparing Kath Hepburn in ‘Little 
Women’ to Rejane, Sarah Bernhardt 
and Duse., 

Gaston Baty closing ‘Crime and 
Punishment’ at the Montparnasse, 
and taking company to London for 
three weeks’ season. 

Henri Christine’s operetta, ‘Dede’, 
old time Maurice Chevalier hit, to 
be revived at Bouffes Parisiens with 
Georgius in title role. 

‘End of the World,’ French ver- 
sion of Ufa film on warfare in China, 
stretching, with some difficulty, to 
five weeks at the Miracles. 

Roger Langeron, new prefect of 
police, seeing ‘Taming of the Shrew’ 
at the Comedie Francaise, with Al- 
bert Lambert and Mary Marquet. 

Mary Garden now going to sing 
in Moscow, she tells Anglo-Ameri- 
can Press Association. She was 
first femme luncheon guest in his- 
tory of outfit. 

Huguette Dany, forgetting pass- 
port as she crossed Swiss frontier to 
play in Geneva, getting by because 
frontier guard had seen her picture, 
‘Merry Widow.’ 

Saison de Paris, promotion outfit 
which has given dances at Ritz, 
Tabarin, Bagdad and other niteries, 
using historic Versailles chateau for 
its next bender. 

Paluel-Marmont’s 3-acter ‘South’, 
given for one matinee by the Es- 
cholier group at the Ambassadeurs, 
reported booked by Boulevard house 
for a regular run. 

Rene Alexandre of Comedie Fran- 
caise, who played Coriolanus, mak- 
ing a lecture tour of the south to 
explain political demonstrations over 
the Shakespeare play. 

Long list of French topnotchers 
to make all star film, “Thousand 
Franc Note,’ specially written for 
benefit of film press syndicate pen- 
sion fund by Yves Mirande. 

Robert Liebmann, who wrote 
‘Caravan,’ which Fox is now mak- 
ing in Hollywood, and Louis Ver- 


neuil, collaborating on _ scenario, 
‘Hungarian Fantasy,’ for City 
Films. 

Minister of National Education, 


Aime Berthod, appointing commit- 
tee, consisting largely of theatre 
managers, to work out details of 
scheme to award prize for best 
French operetta. 

Local press boosting Pierre Fres- 
nay, French actor specializing in 
Marseillaise parts, for taking over 
Noel Coward's part opposite Yvonne 
Printemps in ‘Conversation Piece,’ 
in London. Plays in English. 

Everybody but the critics getting 
into press showing of ‘Lac aux 








Jacques Deval, Jean Giraudoux and 
other literati and showmen who 
live near Eiffel Tower squealing 
that the 1937 expo, which will be 
held there, will upset their habits. 
Advocates of fair suggest they go 
take a trip at that time. 


Berlin 


Fries A. G. opens new studios, 
mainly for synchronization of for- 
eign pics. 

Harry Piel is making his 100th 
film, which will be distributed by 
the N.D.L.S. 

Brigitte Helm and Willy Fritsch 
are working at Ufa on ‘Die Insel’ 
(The Island). 

Oscar Strauss’ new operetta, A 
Woman Who Knows What She 
Wants,’ to be screened, starring Lil 
Dagover. 

Ettore Petrolini, Italian actor, in 
Berlin for the first time, will play 
one act plays by Pirandello, Moliere 
and others. 

Emil Jannings’ next role to be 
Friedrich Wilhelm I, who was 
known as ‘Soldier Monarch’ (Sold- 
aten Konig’). 

Paul Hartmann, Burg theatre 
actor, will play the main role in 
Terra’s historical pic, ‘Johanna, the 
Black Rifleman.’ 

Fox-Radal Production is doing a 
second film featuring Louis Grave- 
ure, entitled ‘Ein Walzer fur Dich’ 
(A Waltz for You). 

Johannes Riemann, who made his 
name as a comedy star, is directing 
for the first time for Aafa, with Lil 
Dagover in the star role. 

‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is _ Stolen’ 
(Par), starring Dorothea Weick, at 
Berlin’s largest first-show house in 
German synchronization. 

Trudi Schoop, Zurich dancer who 
attained unusual success with her 
ballet ensemble in Berlin, touring 
Bucarest, Warsaw, Paris. Also will 
to go Tokjo to dance at Imperial 
theatre. 

Micaela Busch of the famous cir- 
cus family and Berlin’s youngest 
manege-rider is making her first 
appearance as a partner of Victor 
de Kowa in the film, ‘Pappi’ 
(Daddy). 

Terra Film’s ‘Taifun,’ Melchior 
Lengyel’s drama, starring Ikishinoff, 
prohibited since last year, has now 
been released by censors under con- 
dition that release abroad is not to 
follow. New title ‘Police File 909.’ 


~ Montreal 


Jessup’s orch to Rialto Gardens. 

Bill Shepherd marrying this 
month. 

Capitol starting week Fridays for 
summer. 

Gene Curtis’ parents here from 
Rochester. 

Bill Singleton’s father dead Wed- 
nesday (16). 

Dave Legate starts out with aver- 
age ten a hole. 

L. S. B. Shapiro writing special 
material for shows. 

Allan Maurice Irwin back from a 
five-month world cruise. 

Don Brown, Mail and Empire, to 
Philadelphia as publicity man. 

Loew’s out of vaude and drops 
admish to 50c. top on double fea- 
ture. 

Fred Revel, of British Empire, in 
town. No British pix here for some 
weeks. 

Tommy Gorman mugged by local 
press on appointment as Forum 
manager. 

Warner Bros. convention here end 
of May with all main stems featur- 
ing WB pix. 

Jos, de Sevres adding one more 
house, National, to Imperial and St. 
Denis, which he is now handling. 
Mount Royal starts installing 
cocktail bar with Windsor and Ritz 
to follow under law amendment per- 
mitting hotels to sell hard stuff. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 














Sophie Tucker here for a quickie. 
Two cameramen of Fitzpatrick 
Pictures, Hollywood, here to take 
+ _linaaaaa of bulbfields near Haar- 
em. 

At Central Cinema here a film 
with Asta Nielsen as heroine, Zola’s 
‘Assommoir.’ Reels with that ac- 
oo were very popular here around 
Spring fair at Zoo big success this 
year, drawing thousands daily, 
which is not 60 good for indoor 
entertainments, badly affecting cin- 
ema and legit. 

Fritz Hirsch operetta feeling pinch 
of bad times; artists working over- 
time to study continuously new 
operettas as impossible to keep on 
long with same one. 

Hungarian film comic, Szoeke 
Szakall, whose films are very pop- 
ular here, came over for a tour of 
Holland. Real name is Fugen 





Geroe. After tour he goes back to 





ee —_ 
Hollywood 
Carl Brisson heading for Honth 
lulu. 
Charles Boyer recuping from toms 
silitis. 
jon Vicki Baum’s story, at Miracles. Lew Brown splurging his Role 
Tobis, producer, apologizing to} Royce. 
newspapermen and offering to give Pat O’Brien nursing a sprained 
them a new private showing. ankle. 
Paul Morand, Sacha Guitry, Ed Solig, F-WC statistician, a 


vacash. 

Elizabeth Cobb has breezed ows 
for Gotham. 

Joseph Ruttenberg in from N. & 
for a vacash. 

Inez Courtney gets in via cana 
for Columbia, 

Mort Milman and Jerry Howm 
now agenting. 

Richard Diggs now assistant 
Bayard Veiller. 

Lucien Hubbard to Europe in July 
for a long rest. 

Richard Arlen a returner from 
European jaunt. 

Paul Lucas planed to Mexico w 
ogle Mayan ruins. 

Grace Bradley back to Par afte# 
two months’ illness. 

Lester Cowan is producing two 
indies for Fox release. 

Eli Leslie and Eddie Gray opened 
10% office in Bevhills. 

Constance Bennett will spend the 
summer on the Riviera. 

E. Lloyd Sheldon trekking to Bue 
rope for three months. 

No likee parts, Henrietta Cros 
man received her release at Fox, 

Hoot Gibson is being sued on § 
$60,000 note by Bank of America. 

Eddie Sutherland back from hit 
rest trip to Panama, looking pi 

Ben Bernie, over his tonsil per 
ing, has taken his band to San 
Francisco. 

Al Rackin of the RKO studio hed 
his schnoz remodelled during vaca 
tion layoff. 

Freeman Bernstein is on a ranc® 
near Los Vegas, writing his show 
biz experiences. 

Alfred Dubois headed east, oe 
ing his jump with three days 
the Kimo, Alburquerque.’ 

George Raft due June 18 from hig 
personal appearance tour to go in 
Par’s ‘Limehouse Nights.’ 

Harry Joe Brown is just plain 
Harry J. Brown, Warners decreed 
because of Joe E. Brown. 

Katharine Hepburn visited ee 
but said she was returning to N, 
before starting next pic in June. 

Chody and Dot, one-time vaudp 
team, have opened a beer parlor ang 
cafe in the Wilshire-Beverly dish 
trict. 

Dan B, Clark and his camer 
crew spent two months in Haw: 


catching ‘Treasure Island’ backs 
grounds. 

Charles Evans, of Evans ang 
Hoey, one-time 


comedy hae | 
guested by the Theatrical Agents 
a luncheon. 

Herman Brix, shotput champ, an 
Hal Le Sueur, brother of Joa 
Crawford, are students in Metro’g 
drama school. 

Columbia made a defendant in 
court action in which a non-profes 
is attempting to collect $410 fro 
Archie Gottler, 

On the heels of her marriage 
Carey Wilson, Carmelita Gereght? 
was sued by an investment conm= 
pany for $588. 

Leaving Par’s publicity departe 
ment, Julie Lang is in the east con- 
tacting fan mag editors preliminary 
to freelancing in that field. 

Hal Baetz, Fox Wilshire mana« 
ger, in Santa Monica hospital suf- 
fering from a stingaree bite at San- 
ta Monica beach, 

Kept out of ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ 
when she broke an ankle, Wilma 
Cox is back at Fox for ‘She 
Learned About Women.’ Lew Brown 
called off personal deal after ankle 


breaking. 
London 


Mr. and Mrs. Tex Austin here. 

Keith Clark turning down Amer- 
ican offers. 

Shuberts likely to start producing 
here again. 

Myron Selznick just hit town on 
big business. 

Jack Curtis and Dick Henry ex- 
pected in June. 

Gene Dennis to do a 30 weeks’ 
tour in the sticks. 

Meg Lemonnier to do a picture 
here for indie film concern. 

Gilbert Miller will shortly be run- 
ning five shows in the West End. 

‘Dark Horizon’ closed at Daly's 
May 5 after less than three weeks. 

British International after the 
Diamond Brothers for another pic- 
ture. 

Tracey and Hay booked to end of 
July, which is good going these 
days. 

Binnie Barnes and Jane Baxter 
both signed for Hollywood film 
work, 

Ex-mayor Jimmy Walker thinks 
he will give up golf and iry 
marbles. 

John Ford calling Desmond Hurst 
from Hollywood by ‘phone, twice in 
one day. 

Teddy Joyee arranged with Eari 
St. John to tour the Paramount- 
Astorias. 

Jana and Whalen are latest sur- 
prise item for ‘Crazy’ season at 
Palladium. 

Jack racy (Tracy and Vinette) 











(Continued on page 64) 
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being invited to golf with 
Jimmy Walker. 


Three Sailors wanted for the Pal- 


play 


ladium ‘Crazy’ season, but all a 
matter of money. 
Jerry Withee (Russell, Marconi 


and Jerry) undergoing plastic op- 
eration on her nose. 

On her return from New York, 
Gladys Cooper will apear here in 
‘The Shining Hour.’ 

Yvonne Printemps out of cast of 
‘Conversation Piece’ for a couple 
of days owing to severe cold. Show 
went on with understudy. 

Billy Kay and Vic Marlow, both 
from Leslie Henson's ‘Nice Goings 
On,’ now folded, to crash into 
vaudeville with comedy act. 

J. Macdonnel, formerly with 
British Broadcasting Corporation, 
now jontly n charge of Fox British 
Productions with R. Balfour. 

T. H. Bostock over to Paris to 
confer with Max Reinhardt about 
staging his ‘Die Fledermaus,’ cur- 
rently at Theatre Pigalle, Paris. 

Gaumont-British chiefs holding 
numerous conferences with George 
Arliss but have as yet been unable 
to decide on a scenario suitable to 
both. 

Constance Barrett-Stuart, daugh- 
ter of composer Leslie Stuart, mar- 
ried reputed American millionaire, 
Francis Worthington Hine, in Lon- 
don, May 3. 

Fred Waring asking $7,500 per 
week and transportation both ways 
for himself and band to play the 
Palladium, with Val Parnell giving 
him the ha-ha! 

Mary Lawson, film actress, fea- 
tured in the making of ‘Money in 
the Air’ at Sound City studios, is 
engaged to marry H. Glendinning, 
her cameraman, 

Peter Haddon asking Edna Best 
to play in ‘Good Morning Bill’ for 
matinees only, to replace Winifred 
Shotter, who is filming, with Best 
ignoring the request. 

Sir Thomas Beecham created stir 
at opening of opera season at 
Covent Garden by yelling ‘Stop 
talking!’ to chatterers during his 
conducting of overture, 

Tallulah Bankhead anxious. to 
play title role in ‘Serena Blandish,’ 
for which she holds tinglish rights. 
Play produced on Broadway by Jed 
Harris four years ago. 

Walter Crisham sending Gina 
Malo a can of raspberries for her 
Palace opening of ‘Why Not To- 
night,” and La Malo responding 
with several uncanned. 

Beverly Baxter, late editor of the 
Daily Express, and now Director 
of Public Relations for Gaumont- 
British, has been elected chairman 
of the Publicity Club of London. 

Francis Lister replaced Owen 
Nares in ‘Double Door’ at the 
Strand—latter rehearsing for new 
Lennox Robinson play, ‘All's Over, 
Then?’ due in West End early May. 

David Selznick, Howard Esta- 
brook and George Cukor are due 
in London to decide how much lo- 
cation work will be done here for 
the production of ‘David Copper- 
field.’ 

Twickenham Films, Ltd., is nego- 
tiating for the underwriting of an 
issue of 120,000 shares of 64%% 
cumulative preference shares of $5 


each and 240,009 ordinary shares 
at $1 each. 
F. G. Minter, Ltd., rebuilders of 


London Pavilion, to pay United 
Artists $600 for every day they ex- 
ceed the allotted opening time, 
which is Sept 1. Understood house 
will be ready before that. 

After opening at the Holborn Em- 
pire and Cafe de Paris Monday, and 
appearing at the Royal Command 
Performance at the Palladium 
Tuesday, Sophie Tucker had a se- 
vere attack of laryngitis. 

Winfield Sheehan expected here in 
July. This time he is scheduled to 
make a more elaborate tour of the 
continent, taking in more territory 
than on any previous visit. 

Violet Melnotte, white-haired 
chatelaine of the Duke of York’s 
theatre, throwing a birthday party 
at Piccadilly Hotel. Refused to 
state age, but scoffed at press 
statement that she was over 80. 

Phyllis Neilson-Terry, suffering 
from blood-poisoning, to be _ re- 
placed by Ann Neagle as Shake- 
spearean star in open-air season 
at Regent's Park, May 21. Under 
Sydney Carroll direction as last 
year. 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St.. New York City 


My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
pnt ig and FOLDERS. Boxed. Post- 
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Chicago 


Jack 


Everybody calis Perry 
‘Rocco.’ 

Barney Balaban ducked 
town again. 

Al Williamson 
tossing a baseball. 
Charlie Hogan scramming the of- 
fice at six for handball exercise. 
Eddie Levin and frau off to New 
Mex on that belated honeymoon. 
Charlie Miller getting accustomed 
to commuting from Highland Park. 
J. Leonard Herron is now the 
bouncing daddy of a proud baby 
boy. 

Irving Tishman, Joe Flaum and 
Irving Yates shaking hands in the 
loop. 

Frank Burke doubling in brass as 
Aragon manager and MCA pub- 
licity. 

Just when he was given up for 
lost, Bill Stein returned: from the 
Coast. 

Sidney Strotz bac« from a flying 
visit to Radio City, going in with 
John Royal. 

Walter Immerman has become 
the Beau Brummel of the B. & K. 
organization, 

Sam Lutz happy over 14 network 
plugs for ‘Love Me’ and ‘Neighbors’ 
in one week. 

Charlie Zemater now sharing an 
office with Bill Canham in the 
Woods building. 

Herman Blum and Arthur Price 
in the loop from Baltimore on the 
Allied directors meeting. 

Biz must be on the climb because 
Al Goldman is again leasing and 
un-leasing theatres for clients. 

Thoda Cocroft free-wheeling to 
the Coast until the American The- 
atre Society reopens in August, 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


out of 


sprained wrist 








Ward Bullock advancing for Ben 
Bernie. 

Those Mary Wood tresses are now 
of a blonde color. 

Jennings Pierce has bought a 
burro for his kids to ride. 

Doe Puccinelli planning a swank 
new nitery in the El Cortez hotel. 

Fred Purdy, vet News reporter 
and sports celumnist, died suddenly. 

Mickey Hester and Art Schwartz 
up from Hollywood to plug their 
firms’ tunes. 

Republicans dined and wined 
Louis B. Mayer, who flew up for 
the occasion. 

Faith Bacon has left the ‘Century 
of Progress’ unit to go to Arizona 
for her health. 

George Nickson fell from a back- 
stage platform at the Warfield and 
busted an arm. 

Morris Klein admits Charlie Thall 
is a golf champ all right, but only 
on the 18th and 19th holes. 

Cliff Work is polishing up on his 
parliamentary laws as chairman of 
the film code grievance board. 

John Ness, formerly with L. A. 
Times as promotion manager, 
named to same spot with Hearst’s 
Call-Bulletin. 

Hulda McGinn is back at her the- 
atre association after a jaunt to 
L. A. and pow-wow with women’s 
clubs on censorship. 

Will Rogers, Jr., debated at Stan- 
ford U during the week, but paw 
couldn’t attend because of his ‘Ah, 
Wilderness!’ appearances. 

Ed Waite, ex-p. a. of the New 
York Roxy and now in food busi- 
ness, named western head of the 
mayonnaise code authority. 

Dorothy Coombs, radio secretary 
on the Call-Bulletin, has announced 
her engagement and is counting the 
days until she'll be a June bride. 

Chronicle tossed a party honor- 
ing Royce Brier upon reporter’s re- 
turn from New York, where he was 
handed the Pulitzer best news siory 
prize. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Heavy advance sale on Katherine 
Cornell. 

Yale Drama School activities will 
fade soon. 

Meyer Sokoloff again mer. of 
Civie Orch. 

Billy Elder nuptials definitely set 
for June 15. 

Wendell Hyatt has written a mu- 
sical comedy. 

Kath. Cornell pencilled for Shu- 
bert May 24-5-6. 

Henry Busse now practices fiddle 
four hours daily. 

Johnny Baker is town’s 
stage dance instructor. 

Wallingford’s Sunday mat movie 
battle temporarily halted. 


newest 
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Rosa and Carmela Ponselle will 
do a benefit in Meriden May 31. 

Three kids lifted Mary Arbenz’'s 
pocketbook during stay at Shubert. 

Looks like subway vaude at 
Iioward on weekends will go on 
forever. 

Georgie Price and Will Osborne 
did a bit of barnstorming at Mans- 
fields’ Grove. 

Jean Belasco returned to scene of 
former legit activities as p. a, of 
Gorman Bros. circus, 

Grantland Rice and Billy Phelps 
handed golf trimming to Gene Tun- 
ney and Walter Prichard Eaton. 

Walter Prichard Eaton, Yale 
Drama dept., now member Educa- 
tional Com. Motion Picture Re- 
search Council. 

Just to make sure—local street 
corner pencil-seller wears sign 
stating, ‘I have no private bank ac- 
count, and I don’t own my own 


Philadelphia 


By Arthur B. Waters 








Joe White, treasurer at Broad, 
getting ready for annual fishing trip 
to Canadian woods. 

Tommy Labrum, p.a. for Sam 
Nirdlinger, figuring on a motor trip 
to California this summer. 

Both Shubert houses getting out 
keys and camphor balis now that 
light opera season at Forrest has 
flopped. 

Jeno Donath, musical director at 
Fox, entertained critics and wives 
at cocktail party in his studio at 
theatre, 

H. T. (Jimmy) Craven, former 
critic here and now p.a. for operatic 
ventures, sailing for four months’ 
stay in Spain. 

Harry Murdock, d.e. for Evening 
Ledger and also conductor of film 
column on that sheet, going to Can- 
ada on motor trip soon. 

Plan for summer stock at the 
Brookline Country Club near here 
fell through after reaching final 
stages of arrangements. 

Project of opening combined thea- 
tre and cafe-restaurant in Walton 
hotel being temporarily held up be- 
cause of license trouble. 

Jules Falk, director of many of 
the feature activities at the Steel 
Pier in Atlantic City, in town mak- 
ing plans for opening of the summer 
season. 

Eric Knight, film critic of the 
Evening Ledger, may sell horse he 
bought two weeks ago. Reason: 
he and the horse decided to go dif- 
ferent directions at the same time. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Roosevelt theatre joins midnite 
vaude string for Saturday nites. 

Dee Phillips back after 18 months 
on road with ‘Varsity Rythym Boys.’ 

Fifteen minute limit on parking 
in front of likker stores, same as the 
banks. 

Local committee, raising dough to 
save Seattle Symphony, has $25,000 
with ten more grand to go. 

Don Woodin handling amateur 
nights at the Colonial, with four 
nites a week that way now. 

Dave Miller again boss conces- 
sionaire at Longacres race track, 
opening soon for second season. 

Code Authority zoning and clear- 
ance work in progress, also first 
grievance cases heard this week. 

Flock of greyhounds arriving for 
reopening Playland kennels, despite 
warnings from county prosecutor. 
Selling interests in the doggies and 
buying ’em back if the dog wins 
or places, is the angle on which 
the legal restrictions will be 


battled. 
Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Big film ball planned for spring 
now postponed until next fall. 

Mrs. Al Rifkin, wife of Holly- 
wood scenarist, here visiting her 
parents. 

Film board past week reported 
no closings and three reopenings in 
territory. 

One local saloon has feminine 
singers who mingle with male 
patrons at bar. 

Al Stern has replaced Al Hill as 
RKO booker, the latter being trans- 
ferred to Omaha. 

Tom Burke and entire National 
Screen Service sales staff in Chi- 
cago attending sales meeting. 

Leonard Gruenberg, formerly with 
Monogram, has joined sales staff of 
— independent exchange, Cap- 
itol. 

Mr. and Mrs .Jack Stratton were 
brought here from Los Angeles to 
handle publicity and exploitation for 
Shriners’ convention show events. 

Roxy played golf with William 
Hamm, brewer-theatre magnate, 
and Sumner T. McKnight, promi- 
nent banker, during Minnesota en- 
gagement. 

North Dakota Theatre Owners’ 

Association to meet at Valley City, 
N. D., to plan campaign to put over 
Sunday movies’ amendment at next 
fall’s election. 
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting 
Film Row included John Piller, Val- 
ley City, N. D.; Harry Nelsqn, St. 
James, Minn.; Tom Novack, Glen- 
coe, Minn., and W. J. Carter. Plain- 
view, Minn. 





MIKE SHEA 

Mike Shea, 75, last of the active 
old-time vaudeville managers, died 
in Buffalo May 16. More extended 
notice will be found in the vaude- 
ville section. 


JOHN (Jack) RITCHIE 
John (Jack) Ritchie, 85, died May 
14 in Hollyview Sanitarium, Holly- 
wood, of cerevral hemorrhage. 
Widow and one daughter survive. 
Ritchie, who went to Hollywood 
about 15 years ago, was the oldest 
theatrical man on the Pacific Coast. 
He was born in London, and at an 
early age became an actor. Augus- 
tin Daly brought him to America as 
his juve lead. Later, Ritchie be- 
came manager for the legit appear- 
ances of Mrs. D. P. Bowers, with 
whom he continued until her death. 
Going to Chicago, Ritchie man- 
aged the spectacles of the late David 
Henderson, which included ‘Aladdin 
and the Wonderful Lamp,’ ‘Sinbad, 
the Sailor,’ and others. 
Deceased was a member of The 
Troupers, of Hollywood, under whose 
auspices funeral was held, and The 
Agents, Coast legit organization, 








MRS CHARLES P. LARNED 
Mrs. Charles P. Larned died in a 
Detroit hospital May 15 following 
an operaton for appendcitis. A sis- 
ter of the late Bert and Fred Whit- 
ney, local theatrical producers, and 
daughter of the late C. J. Whitney, 
she was intensely interested in the- 
atricals, and at the time of her 
jleath was engaged in writing a book 
of stage reminiscences. 

She was founder and life-presi- 
dent of the Theatre Arts Society, 
and it was at a rehearsal of a play 
they had in production that she col- 
lapsed, 





EDWARD GEORGE SIMON 

Edward George Simon, 63, com- 
poser and music arranger, died of 
a heart attack at his home in 
Brooklyn May 17. Two of Mr. 
Simon’s compositions were “Tango 
Serenade’ and ‘Vuirda,’” He was 
employed by Carl Fischer on adap- 
tations at his death, and had also 
written music criticisms for The 
Metronome. 

Surviving are his widow, a son 
and two daughters, 


ANN EGGLESTON 

Ann Eggleston, 68, character ac- 
tress, died at Lenox Hill hospital 
May 19, where she had been under 
the care of the Actors’ Fund. She 
played in ‘Old Lady 31’ and ‘Mrs. 
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch,’ and 
played with several stock companies 
in New England. 

She was a guest at the Percy 
Williams Home before entering the 
hospital, 





EDWARD H. CAHILL 

Edward H. Cahill, 68, actor, 
author and theatre manager, 
died at his home in Stamford, Conn., 
May 18. He was one-time partner 
in the old Cafe de l'Opera at 42d 
street and B’way. He played with 
Joseph Jefferson and Rip Van 
Winkle. 

Surviving are his widow and 
mother. 





FRED R. STONE 

Fred R. Stone, 29, program direc- 
tor of station WSPD, Toledo, Ohio, 
died in Toledo hospital May 13. 
Stone suffered an attack of acute 
appendicitis a week previous to his 
death and underwent an emergency 
operation. 

He is survived by a wife, a child 
and his parents. 





ROBERT SHARPE 
Robert Sharpe, 29, scenic designer, 
died in Bellevue hospital May 14. 
He was found in a washroom of a 
subway May 11 allegedly suffering 
from alcoholism and a fracture of 
the skull, and removed to the hos- 
pital. 
Survived by two brothers. 





JOEY McKEON 

Joey McKeon, a dwarf who ap- 
peared in several Joe Cook shows, 
was found dead in bed at his sis- 
ter’s home, Brooklyn, May 15. Cere- 
bral hemorrhage was the given 
cause. He had been recently en- 
gaged to join Charles Ahearn’s act. 
McKeon was born at New Bedford, 
Mass, 





HARRY LEVY 
Harry Levy, drummer in pit or- 


= 


OBITUARIES 


played for vaudeville acts for past 
20 years in virtually all the houseg 
in Baltimore. 

Survived by widow and son. 





THOMAS P. CONVEY 

Thomas Patrick Convey, 48, presi- 
dent of station KWK, died in St, 
Louis May 18 of complications fol. 
lowing an operation. 

Survived by widow, two children 
and eight brothers and_ sisters. 
Burial in St. Louis. 





FOSTER LARDNER 
Foster Lardner, 62, former actor 
and Keith-Albee executive in 
Rhode Island, died of a heart at- 
tack while giving a sleight-of-hand 
performance at the Providence En- 
gineering Society May 17. 


JAMES ROWE 
James Rowe, composer of some 
25,000 hymns, including such favor- 
ites as ‘I Walk with the King’ and 
‘Just Outside the Door,’ died at his 
home in Wells, Vt., April 13. 








DAISY IDELL 
Daisy Idell well known in vaude- 
ville as an assistant in Stuart Dar- 
rows’ hand shadowgraph act, died 
in Oswego, N. Y., May 7. 





ANN MARY STURGIS 
Ann Mary Sturgis, 26, wife of 
Sam Sturgis of Short and Long, 
vaude team, died in San Fernando, 
Cal., May 19, of a lingering illness. 





Father of Ralph Dumke, of East 
,and Dumke, died May 20 in South 
Bend, Ind. 





Brother of Archie Fletcher, gen- 
eral manager of Joe Morris Music 
Co., died in Philadelphia May 11. 





Fatker of John Ravenscroft of the 
King's Jesters, radio and vaude 
quartet, died on May 17 at Roches- 
ter, Ind. 





Wife of J. Knox Strachan, Ohio 
Warner Bros. executive, died May 
10 in Mercy hospital, Portsmouth, 
O., following a several months’ ill- 
ness, 





Mother of the Weaver brothers 
died May 19 at the home of her son 
Max in Springfield, Missouri, Sur- 
vived by her three actor’ sons, 
Charles, Frank and Max, and three 
daughters. 





Joan McAvoy, 22, was killed in an 
automobile accident in Hollywood. 
Details in the picture section. 


Schiller Out 


(Continued from page 1) 
place Schenck in the booking office, 
Col. Schiller is one of Loew's old- 
est employees, having been with the 
organization for 18 years, serving 
most of that time as one of Marcus 
Loew’s closest lieutenants. He has 
been the nominal operating chief of 
the theatre company. 

Schiller is responsible for much 
of the Loew circuit’s territorial ex- 
pansion, and particularly  influ- 
ential in the many Loew theatre 
deals in the south. A southern the- 
atre operator himself, Schiller in- 
terested Marcus -Loew in Atlanta 
and several other properties there 
and subsequently was brought to 
New York on the strength of his 
activity in those negotiations. 
Schiller’s withdrawal is not 
through his own action or that of 
the Loew company, but strictly on 
advice of his physicians. 

Under the circumstances there 
probably will be no official an- 
nouncement by or from Loew's as 
to the changes. Theoretically, and 
as far as retaining the title is con- 
cerned, Schiller is said to have been 
assured that he can remain the 
Loew's, Inc., general manager 48 
long as he desires. 
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Outdoor Show Reviews 





Fashion Plate Circus 


Paulding, O., May 14. 

Newest entry in the motorized 
circus field, with F. O. Gregg and 
Pennie Curtis, two veteran show- 
men at the helm, opening recently, 
is playing to excellent business in 
the small towns in southern Ohio. 
Show ranks with the best of the 
smaller mud shows, has up to date 
equipment, and is offering a most 
gatisfactory circus performance in 
three rings. Several standard cir- 
cus acts are with the outfit, canvass 
is new and motor eqiupment a real 
flash. Outfit is keeping away from 
opposition and is leaving Ohio this 
week, invading Michigan, which is 
at the present time without a motor- 
jzed show. 

Program opens with the usual 
tournament, with all performers and 
rinz stock participating. Costuming 


is excellent and opening walkaround: 


presents a real flash. Comedy acro- 


bats, Morris Duo (on bar); Harold: 


Conn and clowns; ring 1, Aerial 
Cowdens, double traps; ring 2, Mor- 
ris girls, balancing traps; ring 3, 
Aerial Duvals, double traps. Prin- 
cipal riding act, Harriet Hodgini, 
bowing out to much applause; ring 
1, Hamilton’s dogs and ponies; ring 
2, Mile. Edna’s dogs and ponies; 


‘ring 3, Duvals ’ goats and dogs. All 


hree offer entertaining routine, es- 


pecially 00d were Mlle, Edna's dogs 


in leaps and somersaults; Swinging 


Jadders, Misses Morris, Ethel and 


Miss Estelle; Liberty hose number, 
with sextet of black horses, ranking 
with the best seen on the smaller 


shows, presented by Denny Curtis; 


Slack wire, neatly done by unan- 
nounced girl; rings 2 and 3, Ethel 
Marine and Miss Morris, single 
traps; Miss Marine also worked on 
web and iron jaw whirl; Albert 
Hodgini Family’s riding act, Harriet 
Hodgini working straight and Al- 
bert, Jr.,- doing ‘both comedy: and 
straight. One of the high spots ‘of 
the program. Clown walkaround; 
menage horses, Dennie Curtis and 
Leo Hamilton; elephant’act (solo), 


by Mena,. despite its size worked: 


fast and scored heavily; aerial iron 


jaw, Ethel Marine and Miss Morris; : 


Morris family in center ring three 
men two girls, ground and lofty 
tumbling closing with teeter board 
flips. Dennie Curtis and .Edna 
Curtis Taximeter Mule, closes the 
program. Still one of the best mule 
acts. 

In clown alley are Harold Conn, 
Cliff O. Downing, C. Gillete, Morris 
Trio and Paul Smith. 

Sideshow is under the manage- 
ment of Jake Friedman, formerly 
with 101 Ranch Wild West, has a 
flashy banner line, all new. On the 
platforms are Tommy Stevens and 
his negro band; Ethel Friedman 
(Mercedes) dancer; Mme. Alice, 
snakes; Larry Benner, Punch and 
Judy; magic and ventriloquist; Tom 
Oliver, knife thrower; Ed Nelson 
sword swallower and several mina- 
ture cages small animals. On the 
ticket boxes are Thomas O’Connel 
and Ben Willis. 

lL. L. Hall, of Milwaukee, is in 
charge of the concessions. Assist- 
ing him are Mrs. Hall and their 
daughter, Ruby. All concessions 
are new. 

Executive staff includes, in addi- 
tion to the owners, Dennie Curtis, 
F. O. Gregg and Mrs. Edna Curtis; 
Albert Sigsbee, general agent; J. L. 
Barnes in charge of merchant 
tickets in advance; Steve Cass, in 
charge of bill posters; Les Minger, 
legal adjuster and auditor; Leo 
Hamilton, equestrian director; Ralph 
Noble, boss canvassman; Jack 
Friedman, sideshow manager; Floyd 
Harvey, electrician, Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd Arndt, in charge of cook- 
house; Walter Reed, boss hostler; 
Bill Rice, publicity and advance; F. 
P. Darr, bannerman; Paul Kara- 
cunas, in charge of dog wagon; the 
Brown family band players for the 
big show. Archie Royer has charge 
of the concert which features Patty 
Royer, the lady “Jack Dempsey”; 
John Brisko, billed as the living 
cannonball, is presenting the free 
act. 


PROSPECTING A FAIR 


Charlotte, N. C., May 21. 

C. W. Hollowbush, of Wilmington, 
N. C., here gathering information 
on feasibility of a fair for this and 
adjacent counties. He is president 
of Greater Ten Counties Fair at 
Wilmington and wants similar set- 
up here. He is also member of 
executive board North Carolina 
Fair Association. 

He is here at request of several 
interested local parties. 








Gorman Bros. Circus 


New Haven, May 18. 

If the reception. given Gorman 
Bros. hereabouts is any criterion, 
then this is a circus year—in Con- 
necticut, at least. Opening April 25 
in Jersey City (winter headquar- 
ters), trick hopped into Penn for 
stands at Easton, Reading and a 
few others, then cut back through 
Jersey to Stamford, Bridgeport, 
Waterbury, Meriden and here (as 
first circus of season). After hitting 
a few more Connecticut spots, show 
will head into other N. E. states, 
with no attempt to strike west. 
Outfit is motorized, with Buzz Bar- 
ton using elaborate truck with Pull- 
man berths, tile floor, showers, etc. 

It’s a new departure for the Gor- 
man family, this break into circus 
biz, but it looks like they got off on 
the right foot. Locally, following a 
single mat, it took two evening 
shows to handle the crowd, with 
second show pulling a two-thirds 
house, 

It’s a single-ringer, 34, operating 
on a daily nut around $1,400, which 
seems plenty high for a 3,000 ca- 
pacity, ,.but,the extra shows help 
ile up the gravy. .General admish 
5c, with an extra two-bits for un- 

numbered reserve section. Wherever 
possible, tieup with local merchant 
spreads 15¢c service charge tickets, 
limited to 1,000. Show played same 
lot used regularly by R.B.-B.B. 
' Sideshow, operated by Max Kes- 
sell and Julius Kuehnel, has the 
usual magic, snakes, Punch, double 
sex and torture cabinet. Biz oke 
when caught. :Fat lady has been 
lifted out of sideshow and. operates 
separately..Another freak — lifted 
from sideshow is, Susie, elephant- 
skinned girl, who features the men- 
agerie, Freak is heavily plugged as 
trick’s outstanding novelty. Men- 
agerie is negligible, with few cages, 
camels and ‘bulls; 

Program opens.minus pageant of 
any kind, clowns (including Ross 
Trio) coming on for some fast acro 
stuff, rumbling, table fall, head bal- 
ancing, ete. Number two is Irma- 
nati, femme barebacker whose turn 
is closed by some clown gags. Num- 
ber three is Faust Dvo (man and 
woman), working double trapeze in 
ring, and. Gadoni and _ “Stafford 
(femmes), doing ladder swings at 
ends. Christiansen follows with a 
single high school horse in a waltz 
number in the ring; closing with a 
dance around track. Clowns again, 
then Buzz Berton in a ride-around 
intro. 

Number fiye is Ray Goody on the 
wire, closing with somersault. 
Clowns in burley boxing bout, fol- 
lowed by Torelli’s dogs, ponies and 
monkeys, then Alda May Cole, 
working on horizontal high rope. 
Miss Cole, who doubles in Wild 
West show, had been shot in can- 
dle-snuffing act, at mat, but re- 
turned for evening show, including 
the swinging rope turn, Hodgini 
Family on next in bareback act, 
with Joe handling the comedy rid- 
ing. 

Number ten. brings Christiansen 
back with his eight Cremolian Stal- 
lions, which rated top applause of 
show caught. Six Sensational Le- 
lands follow in teeter board turn, 
then clowns again. Ray Goody 
back for rope slide as next-to-closer 
and Max Gruber’s elephant, zebra 
and dog combo as a finale. 

Show runs about 90 minutes and 
offers the biggest two-bit value seen 
here in some time. Wild West show, 
featuring Buzz Barton, from films, 
and including Rex Cole, runs about 
30 minutes, 

Executive staff: Tom Gorman, 
own>-r and general manager; Burns 
O’Sullivan, superintendent and le- 
ga] adjuster; Al Gruber, treasurer; 
Jean Belasco, general publicity; 
Fletcher Smith, p.a. ahead; Blackie 
Freeman, boss canvasman and Doc 
Leon, front door. Bone. 


BOARDWALK BEER 0.K. 
Atlantic City, May 21. 

In an effort to provide a revenue 
for the Steeplechase and Garden 
Piers so that these amusement 
plants will catch up on their taxes, 
the City Commissioners last Thurs- 
day (17) amended the prohibition 
ordinance to permit the sale of beer 
on the ocean side of the Boardwalk. 
According to the terms of the 
amendment, no bars will be per- 
mitted. Purchasers must be seated 
at tables. 








New Fair Building 
St. Paul, May 21. 

Minnesota's new conservation 
building going up on the State Fair 
grounds here. Log exterior, 80x165 
feet. 

To be ready by September for the 
annual fair. 


Waterloo, Ia., May 21. 
R. C. Kerlee, 25, Fort Worth, 
Texas, riding trouper, was killed 
when a bucking broncho unseated 
him in preliminary training work 
for the Clyde S. Miller rodeo at 
the Dairy Cattle congress, 
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chant, instead of just nodding. Mob 
gets restless looking at one spot 
throughout. 

George Givot treyed. A first date 
for him here. Considering his re- 
cent film. shorts surprise was that 
they didn’t give him a reception. He 
found it pretty tough all the way. 
Using his familiar Graeco-gab at 
outset, his imitations of Richman 
and Cantor went awry. He had 
asked whom they wanted and they 
shouted as a man, ‘Penner.’ When 
he said ‘Richman’ they grew sulky. 

Seiler & Wills have played this 
house about six times in past four 
years, yet invariably have virtually 
new act each repeat. Currently the 
man’s barrel-stave ski dance only 
h.o. bit since last around. Pair does 
dual dance at start and wind up 
with solo specialties sandwiched be- 
tween. One of these, Miss Wills’ 
acro-control routine, aced decisively. 

Al Trahan closes and properly. 
Nothing'‘else on this bill could have 
followed. Has added a sentence or 
two of chatter and a bit of biz, but 
his comedy turn otherwise hasn’t 
been changed. Mob recognized him 
upon entrance and it was off-to-the- 
races thereafter. 

‘Sadie McKee’ (M-G) the picture 
and house was well peopled at first 
show opening day. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, May 19. 
_ Edward A. Smith, craftily puts 
over another home production by 


hooking in on the radio fame here-. 


abouts of Nick Parkyakakas, Creek 
dialectician (Bostonian, Harry Ein- 
stein, in real life). It’s a debut on 
stage for Nick, and to his. credit 
that he shines nicely in vet com- 
pany. 

Smith’s presentation is well 
staged, with plenty flash. Opening 
with ballet in four overseas .epi- 
sodes, each having quarter of stage 
and opening consecutively, with en- 
semble, at close. Thereafter Long 
Tack Sam’s unit is broken up and 
it spices the bill with action stuff. 

Chung and Pen are the first.of 
the Oriental troupe to appear, and 
they: give way to Bayes and Speck, - 
who garner laughs. 

Then Parkyakakas, in cream flan- 
nels, going through his continuity 
easily and effectively. A mike would 
help him a lot, though; and Nick’s 
newness to big audiences was easy 
to see. End of the week should 
see Nick smoothed out as actor. 
But he does need better script than 
he is’ using this initial week on 
stage. 

House ballet goes Chinese effec- 
tively, and that paves way for Long 
Tack Sam, a grand showman. His 
show lasted about 40 minutes. 

The old boy does his tricks to 
good hands, and sells his dancing 
daughter grandly, and she lives up 
to his praise. Her ‘Carioca’ went 
over swell. All the acrobatic fel- 
lows in the company pulled ap- 
plause, especially one who did a 
neck turn on the bar. 

Finale has all hands out, with 
Long Tack Sam snapping off his 
patter and getting big ovation for 
the whole show, home-town star 
and all. Libbey. 


Paramount, Seattle 


(WORLD’S FAIR FOLLIES) 
Omaha, May 17. 

The usual stage menu is doubled 
her- this week, the Jay C. Flippen 
‘World’s Fair Follies’ augmenting 
the reg five-act Bert Levey vaude 
bill. Stage show runs around 90 
minutes. Jules Buffano’s ‘Club Villa’ 
band is in the pit. On the screen, 
‘Wharf Angel’ (Par), but the dual 
stage fare is accountable for the 
nice biz. With so much stage stuff 
it’s a real event for this town, and 
that no one runs out speaks well for 
the entertaining quality. 

The Paramount has been a grave- 
yard for various ownerships and 
managements. Now Evergreen The- 
atres, headed by, Frank L. Newman, 
Sr., operates the spot... Vaude has 
done something for this house the 
past two or three months, upping the 
groses about 250%. It is figured by 
Newman that with the same pix 
minus the stage band, takings would 
be little more than one-third. So 
here is positive proof that there is 
a kick left in variety. So much so 
that other houses are angling for 
unit shows from time to time. Fifth 
(Evergreen) this week used Al 
Pearce and his Radio Gang, while 
Music Hall (Hamrick) next has 
Duke Ellington and revue. 

Levey vaude makes first half of 
the current bill. Gordon and Day 
open nicely as comedians with a 
bicycle. Short and Long get laughs 
in odd _ steps. Three Grenadeers 
average dancers. Lane and Harper 
on for more comedy. Then Page 
3ros, and Class on tightrope to the 
biggest returns. One of the boys 
cops with a handspring without um- 
brella, and does all his tricks that 
way. Gal on her toes also gets big 
hand. 

Flippen opens his show with three 
blackouts hand running. Oke. Clare 
Carter brings blonde looks and gets 
along. Highlight of this half of the 








show is the dance routine that leads 





Split Bullet Plugs 
Marksman’s Helper 


New Haven, May 21. 
Alda May Cole, wife of Rex Cole, 
playing here in Wild West end of 
Gorman Bros. Circus, was shot when 
defective slug in sharpshooting 
stunt went astray at Friday mat. 
Lou Morphy, doing the shooting, 
was snuffing out candles atop per- 
former’s head when pellet struck 
her on nose close to right eye. Other 
half of split slug extinguished can- 
dle. Miss Cole finished act without 
Morphy’s knowledge of accident, but 
collapsed on leaving big top. Bullet 
was removed at hospital and per- 
former returned for evening show 
where she doubled in a swinging 
rope acro turn. 


Just a Gesture 


Washington, May 21. 

Bill }>pealing admissions tax on 
a declining national institution 
which is a great educational and 
recrec tional benefit to the people of 
the nation, particularly’ farmers, 
wage workers, and small producers, 
popuiarly known as the circus’ was 
introduced in Congress last. week by 
Rep. Truax of Ohio... Measure has 
no ‘chance of passing before ad- 
journment. ; 


GILRONAN GOES UP 
Youngstown, O., May 21. 

Eddie Gilronan, one of the best- 
known of eastern Ohio amusement 
park executives, many years asso- 
ciated with the management of 
Idora Park here, has joined the 
managerial staff of Geauga Lake 

Park at Geauga Lake, Ohio. 


DOWNIE IN VT. 
Burlington, Vt., May 21. 
Downie Bros.’ circus has an- 

nounced its intention ‘of playing 
this city next month in a letter to 
the mayor. No date has been set. 
Show has not been in Vermont 
since 1932. 











Manchester, la., May 21. 
Delaware county fair set for Aug. 
14 to 17. Premi m awards to be 
upped to bolster the attendance, 
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directorate. The new deal for Par 
additionally washes up around $1,- 
300,000 in indebtedness over the 
G-B houses. 

Par originally paid something like 
$2,700,000 for the theatres involved, 








considered one of the overbuys that 








Par made in boom times. The Par- 
amount theatre in Springfield is not 
included in the new setup owing 
to certain conditions surrounding 
the lease on that spot. However, 
if the decks can be cleared this 
house may become a part of the 
new fold later. 

In cleaning up the G-B thing, the 
Par trustees through the Lynch 
advisory committee thus have only 
two major theatre spots to clear up 
before ultimate reorganization of 
Publix Theatres is completed and 
the new financial reorganization of 
the parent company of Paramount- 
Publix can become effective as 
planned. 

These territories are the Minne- 

apolis and northwestern sector of 
Publix and the Olympia chain in 
New England. 
The effective speed in which the 
Lynch committee has cleaned up the 
Publix setup for the trustees has 
brought commendatory mention 
from all sides downtown, including 
creditors and bankers. 





up to Elinore, with two fans. She 
spaces them wide at times, and none 
too fast, so the fellows with good 
eyes see plenty. The shadow effects 
with the 10 girls as part of the dance 
number are splendid and elicit most 
approbation. 

Burns Twins tap dance with their 


Chi Fair to Open 80%, Complete; 
Buildings Ready, Exhibits Tardy 


Chicago, May 21. 

Second edition of the Chicago 
World's Fair will open this Satur- 
day (26) approximately 80% come- 
plete. This is a_ better average 
than last year, when it was gen- 
erally breezed about that the Fair 
opened a month too soon, It is ex- 
pected that the Fair will be entire- 
ly completed by the first week in 
June. 

Fair itself from the sustaining 
point of view is complete; the 
painting, fountain and lighting are 
all ready. What's holding up the 
works is the exhibitors and conces- 
sionaires, many of whom signa- 
tured for space very late. 

For instance, the Armour show 
will not be ready at the opening 
bell. Ford’s $2,500,000 exhibit is 
expected to open right on the line 
without a day to spare. 

Most of the buildings themselves 
will be ready for occupancy on the 
opening date, but many of the ex- 
hibits will not yet be set up inside. 
In the Midway everybody is about 
ready to go, though several of the 
hold-over buildings from last year, 
such as the Casino, are not yet de- 
cided about ownership or shows. 





Hamid Repeats Ottawa’s 
Annual Fair’s Stage Show 


Ottawa, May 21. 

Central Canada Exhibition, spone 
soring Ottawa’s annual fair in Au- 
gust, again has awarded the con- 
tract for the stage revue in front of 
the grandstand to George Hamid, of 
New York, who attended the execu- 
tive meeting to discuss details. The 
name of the outdoor revue wil be 
Follies Revue of 1934.’ 

Creatore’s Band will be the musi- 
cal attraetion. 





AFTER THE SHERIFF 
Tipton, Ia., May 21, 
Usually it is the resort keeper 
that is dodging the sheriff, but in 
this instance J. A. Lamp, proprietor 
of the West Side Amusement park, 
is on the tail of W. W. Christian, 
Cedar county sheriff, in a $10,000 
damage action, alleging false and 
humiliating charges against him. 
The park is the ‘Coney Island’ of 
the county with Lamp pinched for 
operating a dance without a li- 
cense, no formal charge ever hav- 
ing been made against him after his 
arrest. 


JUVE CIRCUS 


Charlotte, N. C., May 21, 
In the grip of the circus fever 
because the Barnett Brothers Cir- 
cus winters there, York, 8S. C,, 
youngsters several years ago or- 














unison work nice enough. Jack 
Dalton Co., pirate ship skaters, get 
top laughs when they take SLOOEES | 
from out front. Flippen works all! 
through the show, and well. Ther« 
is snap to the whole revue and 
laugh-loaded, Barney Dean foils 
with Flippen. Trepp. | 





ganized a circus of their own and 
are now giving a performance every 
spring. The annual offering for the 
year, just given, started with a 
street parade. The kids had a band, 
horses and riders, decorated ve- 
hicles, and clowns. The perform- 
ance, staged near the high school, 
was featured by acrobatic stunts, 
Many acts of Barnett Brothers du- 
plicated by the youngsters, 





WHEEL ON LEVEL 


Baltimore, May 21. 
tcdward Hackett, a concession- 
aire with Glick Shows, carney out- 
fit, was picked up by police last 
Wednesday (16) on complaint of a 
Mrs. Josephine Lang of Washington 
that he was operating an illegal and 
crooked gambling device. 

Hackett’s machine was a simple 
paddle-wheel. Case was dismissed, 





ANGELS A Z00 


San Antonio, May 21, 
What is believed new angle on 
angeling originates here. Local an- 
imal fancier guarantees government 
he'll buy $10,000 worth of animals 
for city zoo to increase revenue, 
This as inducement to secure a 
PWA loan for zoo administration- 

commissary-auditorium building. 

TOO COOL UPSTATE 

Albany, May 21, 
The circus season is getting into 
its stride again in upstate New 
York. Russell Brothers and Kay 
Brothers shows are playing smaller 
cities and towns. Carnivals also are 
beginning to bob up. Continued 





(cool weather, however, is tending 


to put the brakes on biz. 
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Life Members 


Jacob P. Adier * 
Belle Baker 

A. J. Balabar? 
Leonard Bergman 
Irving Berlin 

Nat Bernard 

Sam Bernard * 


* Wm. Block 


Paul Block 

Paul Block, dr. 

Frederick Brown 

David Bernstein 

Eddie Cantor 

Jimmie Cooper 

Henry Dazian 

Felix F. Feist 

Leo Feist * 

Donald Flamm 

H. B. Franklin 

Samuel Forrest 

Wm. Fox 

Daniel Frohman 

1. J. Fox 

Morris Gest 

A. S. Gilbert 

Francis Gilbert 

1. N. Gilbert 

Sallie S. Goldsmith 

Maurice Goodman 

Bessie Gottlieb 

Abraham Greenberg 

Samuel H. Golding 

Nan Halperin 

Sam H. Harris 

Marcus Heiman 

Fanny Henning * 

Houdini * 

Mrs. Harry Houdini 

Arthur H. Jacobs 

Al Jolson 

Nathan H. Jonas 

Aaron J. Jones 

Otto H. Kahn * 

Sam Katz 

Wm. Klein 

Eugene B. Kline 

Joe Leblang * 

Benny Leonard 

Asher Levy 

Ted Lewis 

Hamilton Loeb 

Jacob Loeb 

David L. Loew 

Marcus Loew * 

Mrs. Marcus Loew 

Louis B. Mayer 

William Morris * 

B. S. Moss 

George E. Price 

Molly Picon 

Adolph Ramish 

' Walter Reade 

Huge Riesenfeld 

Rose Rosoff 

Jos. M. Schenck 

E. A. Schiller 

Lillian Shaw 

Chas. Zig Shye 

Geo. Sidney 

Mrs. Sime Silverman 

Max D. Steuer 

Mrs. Max D. Steuer 

Oscar S. Strauss * 

Louis Sterling 

Sophie Tucker 

Sol Tekulsky 

Billy Watson 

Mrs. Billy Watson 

Mrs. Wm. Degen 
Weinberger 

Benjamin Winter 

Al H. Woods 

Ed. Wynn 

Bella N. Zilberman 





* Deceased. 











To Serve Humanity 





JOIN TODAY!! 





The JEWISH 
THEATRICAL 
... GUILD! ... 


(WILLIAM MORRIS, Founder) 


This week, THE JEWISH THEATRICAL GUILD OF AMERICA, Inc., is launching 
its FIRST membership appeal in its 10 years of unselfish service. 
EVERY man and woman of Jewish faith, connected with the theatrical pro- 
fession or any other business, SHOULD JOIN AT ONCE. 











oo 








| 


Application Blank 


PHONE BRyant 9-0498 


JEWISH THEATRICAL GUILD OF AMERICA 


INCORPORATED 


William Morris, Founder 


SUITE 1104 1560 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 


Date 


Tuesday, May 22, 1934 














Recewed from 











Add) ess 
the sum of $ for {ONE xEA®) Membership 
JEWISH THEATRICAL GUILD OF AMERICA, Inc. 
. EDDIE CANTOR, Pres. 


DUES: $10.00 annually — 
Life membership $250.00. 


Make all checks payable to the Jewish Theatrical Guild of America, Inc. 








ABE LASTFOGEL, Chairman Mrs. SIME SILVERMAN, Mrs. WM. MORRIS 
Membership Drive Chairlady Women's Division Honorary Chairlady 
OFFICERS 
EDDIE OS Pee ae President Dr. HuGo RIESENFELD . 
GEORGE JESSEL . 1st Vice-President FRED BLocK .. Financial Secretary 
JuLius TANNEN .. Vice-President HARRY COOPER 
Sam H. Harris .. Vice-President Corresponding Secretary 
Wha. Morris, Jr. . Vice-President DavE FERGUSON 
Wa. DeEcEN WEINBERGER Executive Secr 
Chairman Board of Trustees Dr. LEO MICHEL ... 


We co-operate with the activities of The Actors Fund of America: 
National Variety Artists; Catholic Actors Guild; and Episcopal Actors Guild. 
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DAVE FERGUSON, Exec. Sec’y. 











